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ereateft Evil working the grea- 
teſt Eternal Good. 
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A fure Tryal of a Chriſtian's State, by 
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| Religious, and my very dear Kinſwoman, 


M* Mary Cholwich, 
Of Hele in Corpwood, in Devon. 


AND 


To the relt of the Family, rela- 
ted by the Bonds of Grace and Na- 
ture ; the Author of the enſuing 
Diſcourſe heartily wiſheth encreaſe 
of all Grace here, and the fulneſs 
of Glory hereafter, through the 
Merits of our Dear Lord Jelus 
Chritt, 


VR HE many multiplied Favours 
you have continually ſhewed 
to my ſelf and Family, oblz- 

| get! me to make t]:s acknow- 

edgment thereof, by preſenting to you 
all this little "Feftimony of my true Love 
A 2 ANG 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


and real Gratitude, humbly pr ay Ing fir 
your kind Acceptance __—_— 

Cl "269 me gen ell 
le.” a aund yon, and my ſelf w 


iS, 
tits md 


4  aat we are come towar ds the Even. 
» vs Our Days : 


4+%4 


9 The Contents of this 
Book, by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirt, 
may help us In making due preparation 
for our latter ead ; in which, I doubt nd 
but you are daily engaged. The Sun « 
our Life is going down on our outwarl 
man : You, my moſt dear Kinſwoman, z 
well as my ſelf, have been kept ſever 
Years upon the Graves mouth, and hare 
been many times brought back from th 
brink of the Pit : Oh, that the Sun 
Righteouſneſs might ſhine on our inwarl 
man, that therein we may be rexewed ag 
by day. Our God hath tryed our Falti 
and Patience, and made us more than 0: 
dinary Monuments of his Mercy and 
Gocdneſs ; ch, that He would make 
In!truments of his Praiſe and Service: 
What further Tryals our Heavenly Fatht! 
Will call us unto we know not ; may | 
pleaſe him to help ns, that our Faith ar 
Patience may have their perfect Work: 
He will have Glory, and we ſhall 
Gainers, 


IG 


[t hath pleaſed our good Gol 
to call us off from the enticing, lying, « 


— 


| 


The Epiſtle Dedicator, 


ing Vanities of this preſent Evil World, 
for our advantage, 1 hope ; what have we 
to do now, but to give all dil;gence tomake 
wr calling and ele1on ſure, © Lord, pardon 
* former negligence, and help us to get 
* on the Wedding-garment of Chriſt's 
* Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, that we 
* may bid our bleſſed Bridegroom wel- 
* come, 


To the reſt of my Honoured Couſins. 


May I obtajn the Favour from you to 
ſpend a littleof your little unexpired time 
n reading this ſmall Book, and pray for a 
Bleſſing on what you read. 

| am ſure the Contents do nearly con- 
cern you all : You are all travelling to 
avother Country, Eternity is at hand, 
your Account is near, Time is precious, 
loare your Souls ; the World is vain, the 


e:] Heart 1s deceitful : Oh, could I prevail 


with you to ſpend ſome time in cloſe Self- 
examination, in conſtant heavenly Med- 
lation, in Watchfulneſs, in Self-denya! 
ad Mortification, you would much en- 


| gage me, and advantage your own Souls. 


| pray the Ble/ſing of God may go along, 
A 3 with 


- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
with this poor piece; there are may! = 
have better Heads, and better Hearts mz = 
do better. 

Now, that you all, and your Relation 
old and young, may be taken into the C; 
venant of Grace, and may grow up 11 {| 
things in Chriſt Jeſus; that atter 
weariſom Pilgrimage in this Wilderntl. 
World, we may at lalt eater into the Pr 
miſed Land, and enjoy that everlaſtir 
Reſt, purchaſed by the moſt prects 
Blood of our deareſt Lord, and there li} T: 
with him for ever, is the earne!t Pray} fir 
cf fo 

7 


Your very afſettionate and M 


wich obliged Rznſman,| 
Aug. 1, be 
1093s th 


James Burdword # 


TW FZRAE 


Honeſt-hearted Reader. 


Nfreas! of an £7 Fo Miltle (w hich for want bt; 
of outs; ard ana inward ſtrength, having 
been tryed wity about Eight or Nine 

Tears Sickneſs, and 1 moſt þ art « f the time con- 
fined to my Chamber and Fed. I cannot per - 
fom) I ſnall only preſent you with the ab ws 
Points pF Define pandied in the enſuins 
Treatrſe, baving ſome time ſrnce eaſt one 
Mite into the Church's Treaſury, viz. my 
Hearts Eaſe, do now adv: nture to caſt 11 this 
ctyer, thorgh very unworthy to be laid tu 
among ſo maiiy choice Pearls + But I remern- 
ber, who will not aelpiſe the day of {mall 
clings. Had I not ten unfaithjul im 15e 
mprovemert of the Talents my Great Mae 
fter bad entruſted me with, I might have ha 
more, I humbly beg ti; - fe roext Proycs f 
ſuch Readers as truly love the Salgatior: 
Seuls, to pray the Lord t9 para all my fr 
fulneſs __ neg ligence in the Work of : 


Lord, throitg ) the 149 pre £civ;z3 Bloa. of 


b 
4 


>, 


To the honeſt-hearted Reader, | 


moſt precious Lord Jeſus Chrift, without wh 
I periſh ;, and which 18 all I beg of them fi 
my ſelf. 2 

Now, baving been a long time diſable 
ſay or do any thing for the edification ( 
others, and not likely to be of any uſe ay 
more in this World, I was willmg, whil: | 
could bold my Pen, and in any meaſure con; 
poſe my Mind, much broken by AffiiGion, 1 
emit this into the World, with my poor, yt 
earneſt Prayers, That the Bleſſmng of the Lni 
will go with it ;, as alſo, to teſtiflie my Grits 
tude to Him who bath wonderfully delivered 
me from ſo many Deaths, and yet doth di 
ver, and graciouſly ſupports me under ſo ms 
ny multiplied AfﬀiiFions; for which I by; 
through God's great Mercy, and Chriſt's jr. 
rious Merits, I ſhall have cauſe ta oleſs Gu 
to all Eternity. 

Readers, pray for a Bleſſing on what yi 
read, anc for 


Your affectionate Friend and Servant 
11 any thing for your Souls good, 


Whilſt I am 


From my Sick Cham- 
D2r, HM it, I OG 49 * j 
» 


| 
; _— — 


—_ 
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CONTENTS 


© © 2” 
From 2 COR. iv. 16, 


uren:wed day by day, 


T Hough our outward man p:riſy, yet the inward man 


| Difrine 1. That it is the Comfort and the Cha- 
ratter of truly-gracious perſons, that as their 
outward man doth decay, decline and perith, ſo 
their inward man doth revive, eacreaſe, 21d is 
renewed, 


- + SW 


Ver. 17. For our light affiition, which is but for 4 
moment, work»th for us 4 far more exceediig and ctcr- 
7 . 0 L F J. _ 
of welgrt of gigry, 


Di, 2, That the light and ſhort AfMliftions of 
the People of God here in this World, are fingu- 
larly uſctul, to work them for, and to work for 
— more exceeding and eternal weight of 
Glory, 


PARI 


The CONTENTS 


FEAST Bn | 
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Ver. 13, 1:2 we look not at the tongs whith 
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jo 19. »© * - -q 1 'lx 
hold th? Lord's Servants in, and under alt 
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Atilictions o: this Lie, 
4 4 th. eB ie was. of | 
D37, 5, Thartruly-gracious Souls a9 Mon i 


uſly mind, and mott 4i!izently intent __ 
at unſeen and eternal chins £53 about the'e th ] 


Thoughts arcma. ly end motly fixt, andaw 


theſe their greateſt Caro aud $71.ly is exaylo 
Dot, 6, That the due mining, of, *n 4 mearats 
unon unſeen. eternal chings, wit picir fy 
ſupport th: People 21 © { uncer alt their W 
rings in this World, 
Om —e————e. "AE MAMAS RR Ms 


Contl, Rea. ers, If von moot with fone lit 
Vuitakes, Or Miſp inting | Þ Y EETME wo 
thor, being ſo far from fl Preis, and n 10t 11 C o 
City exaQtly to review the Copy ;, vat it £1 © 
ciſe of your Charity towards him, and by | 


Pr "Yao y 25 4 « YE! I” 1 Y) a ( f 
ayers On wiat you rc w yo} maY?, UV 


Ble ling, fin 1 Bene ft: I vw i ; SE = - wrncit Ws 
of Tour S&rtQ7'7, [,Þ 


THE 
:| Publither to the Reader. 
rl HE Pions Author ſeat this Trea- 


| tiſe to the Preſs ſome time ſince ; 
©] Þut before it was finiſhed, it pleaſed God 
is take him out of a ſtate of great Tryals 
th] and Afi1F1075, tnto 4 [fate of Glory and 
| Happineſs ; ſo tha; his Friends may en- 
lr\tertat 21s as a Funeral Sermon, pre- 
uTrred by his own hand ; in the ſerious 
: reading of which, they will find that he 
11 experiment ally felt, and truly prattisd 
ke ſabſtance of this Book, viz. 

"oh 1. That he found a great deal of Con 
Aft in ſanttified Aﬀiictions ; and that 
"14 his outward man decayed, ſo his in- 
pird man was renewed day by day. 
— 2. That the light and ſhort Afﬀtitti- 
4s of this Life did work for him a far 
t2:4More exceeding and eternal weight 
"1 of Glory. 

4 3» That becauſe all viſible thizes are 
temporal, and of no long COntimuance, 
I there- 


The Publiſher to the Reader, 


therefore his Heart was not engaze in 
them ; nor was he too much concernedfy — 
them, or about them, 

4. That having a right and tree Ju 
ment of Earthly things, he was ther 
much ſupported under all is ſore Afi: 
OS. 
5. That he did moſt ſeriouſl; min l 
and his Fleart was moſt diligently fix 
072 anſeen and eternal things ; and thi, 

6. The due minding of, and medittt; \ 
015 upoz unſeen 4az4 eternal things 
much ſupport his Soul in all his Sufferin 
in this World, and made him long fi, — 
the full fruition of that God, who 1s on 
his Portion for ever. 

I pray God ſucceed this Treatiſe, u] 
lanttifie the loſs of ſuch excellent ws 
hioly men to us all, paxkicularly to if Fa 
Town of Dartmouth, which in tt [5160 
Three years time, hath been deprived (| q, 
Three Great Lights, viz. Mr, Fla: 
Mr. Burdwood,and Mr, Chapman. 


FOO) 


\Futh and Patience: 


O R, 
SAMPSONs Riddle 
man d. 


PART "; 


| k— 


2 Cor. iv. 16. 


| For which cauſe we faint not ; but though 


our outward Man _ my our inner 
Man is renewed aa 


N theſe words we have a Divine Cordial to 

prevent the fainting of God's People, under 
the troubles of this Life ; commended to ns, 
from the experience of the Apoſtles and Pri- 


10) 


o nitire Chriſtians, For although the words may 
B 


ba; 


2 Food for Faith and Patrence. 


have a reference to what gocth before, unto-fun; 2 
other grounds and means of comfort and ſuppor] 00c; 
which they had (as I have largely diſcourſed # nrel 
elſewhere) befides this; yct this was one groun 
of their comfort and ſupport, that they gained þ 
their lofſes; "Their 5ouls proſpered, while thair Be! 
dies waſted : : what they loſt in the outward Ma) 
they gained in the inward Man, and for this'au; rk | 
they fainted not : and wherever this is found by] yn; 
Experience, it will be a ground of ſupport a! Mar 
comfort. Now that this truth of God: (lo proe] 941, 
and pertinent to my preſent Condition, which : 
a periſhing of my outward Man) may be a mez} ( 
to ſupport and uphold me, to the praile om x; 
God: 1 have pitcht my thoughts upon it, at} tg (> 
humbly begging the-gracious affſtance of hisHoj; 1nd 
Spirit, that I may rightly underſtand the mint} (47; 
Go in it, and rightly apply it to my own Soul, @? the; 
may find and feel the power of it, and by rat nar þ 
ſuck out thc {weetnels of it, to -my ſupport 
conſolation : now [ecing thoſe evil days are (0. 
upon mc, whertin | may truly ay, I havenoPt: 
ſure inthem 5, praying allo, that theſe my Mc 
tations on this Text may be uſeful to them 
whoſe hands they may all. 

The Do@rinal Conclufion 1 0bſerve from the Wi 
, 

That it is the Comfort. and the Charatte © 
truly gracious Perfons, that as their outward Vi ; 
doth decay, decline and periſh ;, ſo, their in the ir 
Man doth revive, increaſe, and is renewed. | {ktht: 

Four Thingsare to h2 explicated, which { This 
fully open the T ext, and demonſtrate the Prop telth 


fition. - N By 
1. That.in Man there arc two Parts, an out all th, 


and an inward Man ; and what theſe are. n a; 
2, 


| 


/ new! NSs 


; Ag - Ul E - 

Food for Faith and Patience. »y 
2, That the Our ward Man 15 ſubject to declining, 
caying and poriinings i canuor be avoided nor 


nn |, buc it mult be ts ; and that the! inward 


Man is capable oft increatog, growing, and re 


GC 


' That the decay! ing, d 2creaing and perithing 
0! feces Man, in gracious Pe: (ons, thi 'O0Ugh 


| the great G  oodnels and LIFACe of Goa, tendeth 


miothe increating, and re CW! ing of the :inward 
Man; and what influence the on2 hath up the 
_ t0 Efece ene tame, 
- That ah 15 "6208 <omfort and the © haratter 
V "ew x 
0 Ll y1 Ls Souls, 
tuft, tl. it ther C 18 an oOntword jan is obvious 
to ſenſe * Thzt v wo have culies of fleſh and blood 


| and done 1 evident enough 5; This 15 the Shell, the 
Carca'e, the rk oz the Man, as I may ſay; but 


ere 1S an 1107 tan ailo, which every body doth 


{ nt Richer vr too many live aad walk in {o much 


xXeand icar, with fo mnch folhicitouſlt{'s a"our the 


| mand 1 Mar, the Boily, aud ths! ove iftions 2nd 


Kcunmodations of it that he 111.7 man Þ tots ally 
neg- Qed who whi.iln care is wor -he Bo: lv, as if 
a iy had no Souls at all o min4 or care for : \.:1 

that God woul- |” Bn an” NU. is " ql 


"al my Soul *hroug} | Chrit- Mowts, Dur we 
muſt know there 15 an innel {44 aliv 2? 2. 22. 


Epte/, J- 10, Ana the Scriptire pea © Ninn 
4 it the inner parts, Fo b 58. 36. Ant ftukin 
4 tie inward parts, al. 51, 6. an. God 21 omi- 
th towrite his pk in the 11 A "7. - * 


This inner Man, 1s the Nm 12 lan, ine Ker- 
tl.the !ewel the > Treaſure, Bat rc par*tcularly, 
By the | ward Man, T un rf +51 che Ly, and 
c the concernments an on "tions there- 
0, All that tends to th: Droit Vailon and -on- 
B 2 VENLENCES 


4 

bk, 
| 
? 
$ 
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4 Food tor Faith and Patience, 
veniences of it : Arimal-life, Livelyl;ood, Bodtl: 
Endowments and Comforts Health, Strength, 
Beauty, aſc, Liberty, iriends, Relations, ſtate 
and whatt9ever tun: to the outward Welltare & 
the Evudy ; i ood, lyſick,Recreation Reft, Ge, 
By the tancr 1.an, 1 underſtand the Soul and a 
its faculties,the -piritual,jiaviſthle part 9i Man, and oe 
all the concernments and accommodations of it; 
and ail rar conduceth to the Lite and Livelyho 
of the Soul; tothe Preſervation, i:=alth, Strength 
Safety, Liberty and Advantage ot it ;, all its Gre 
ces and Comforts; all that belongs to the imz 
Man, to its Being, and well-being, 
As for the Qualitics of both, they are theſe, 
i. As for the Body, fimply and tingly conſider Con 
ed for the f.eſh and blood, the Scripture gires w| 
manv Epithctes of It * as, Zuiles of Clay, Eat the( 
Tabernacles, Duft aud Aſhes, earthen wveſſ-1s,&c. Ani 
theſe Bodics are. ' Wal 
i. Vil: boites, Phil. 3. 21, becauſe made ( 
vile and baſe matcrials fſabject to vile difeals; 0, 
to vile avDales; to vile aborminations ; and to? 
vile diilolution at laſt; ſowen indiſhonour, ſv the 
end in Corruption 5 great hind?rances to the $0 The 
many Waius. | | &; 
2. The outwars Man 15 the mortal Man, thatd : 
Neccſlity muſt dye and return toduſt,from whenq 
it came; this cannot poſſibly live alway ; Ther 
i5 aa irreverlible Sentence of Death paſt upon i " 
Alebr, 9. 27. and for theſe reaſons, the Body] p,.. 
the worſt part of Man; the worſt by far; i] ; 
ſhould be lcaſt efteemed : and ſach as is the Boil 
even ſuch are all bodily Comforts an.l Accomis; ,1 x 
dations; Heelth,Strength,Beauty,Lib-rty, Frienc g,y 
Honours, Eftate, ©c, all mortal, mutable, deaf yan 
tag, fa-ling, dying things : daily experience O off, 
ficm<th this ; 1 nced ſay no More, 2 b: 


Food for Faith and Patience, &5 | 


2. But for the izmer Man, the Soul, that is 
>| 1, Precious; ſo precious, that it is more worth 
at] than all the Wori:l . Math, 16. 26, Pit). 49. $8. 
© 0 having the bleſſed Image of the glorious Gud 
* | famped on it at firſt;, bcing capable of knowing 
and injoying the true and living God; and when 
fin had ſpoil'd and captivated it, it could not be 
redeemed, but by the precious Blood of the Son of 
' Gol, So are all the Concernments of the Soul 
'gl precious alſo, 2. It 15 immortal alſo; it never 
des, it lives for cver : None can, nothing 
can kill the Soul 5 that is, canſe it not to 
te: and for theſe reaſons, it is the nobleſt, 
hieteſt and beſt part of Man ;, and hence alſo the 
Concernments of the Soul are more excellent, more 
--31,| ble and precious than thoſe of the outward Man ; 
'| theGraces and Comforts, the Strength and Beauty 
of the Soul ; the Priviledges, an! Peace, and 
Wellfare of the Soul are more excellent and preci- 
01s, as will more appear in the next particular, 


ye 2, The ſecond thing to be conſidered is, That 
go! the outward Man is ſubjx@t to decline and periſh. 
*| The Body it ſelf ;, all its Beauty, Strength, Health, 
Ce, is ſubje&t to decay, The Eodics, even of the 
beſt Saints, that ſhall one day be made like unto 
Chriſt's glorious Body, are ſubject to vile Infirmi- 
;| ties and Diſcaſes. 
:} What js become of Sampſor's Strength, and $441's 
” beauty ? Fob and David will tcll ns of their accays 
? {1 all theſe ;, their Friends, Eftate:, Kulations 5 
| ieir Health, and all their ont war:i Conmr:s fall 
"yon, aid how can we polli.s)7; hope, that 
} fall keep them ? All cutward things are ©ying 


af yamte: | 1ing5 Fing 
TP Vanities; we are all of us travelling to the Lan. 
, "| offorgerſulneſs, They that live lonze:t.go the far- 


WY B p tine it 


6 Food for Faith ana Patient. 


theft way about; and they that aye : loonel ſt, 
the ſhorteſt way home. Gar Sreate are ſhox 
be, to be ſure, that WC are in the r1 oh Way | 
Eternal Li Ces 

But now, the iwnr Mi 35 Copapl of grouin 
mcreafing and renewing, 07 truer Man u rewn 
x7 i by 0.1 Y, {(atth the Text : Grace a! nd Peace, | 

[ Taal LIC, an nar ogy a and Comicrt, a 
oiblo Of INC! anegs L or 

1. Thi; Col commandeth 5 That Chriftz 
Mould grow att ! increaſe, 2. Pet. 1. $.andy,! 
and chat they ſhould abound and go forward, x 
bc Arcveth: 

2, Ihis 1s God's Promile to lis Pc eople; fit 
they ſhall grow and fvtriſh, Pal, 92. 14. I 
I4. 40. 29, 20, Jl. i hcy tha t wait oathelu 
ſhallrenew their ſtrength. 

3- This is the Charatizr of a R—_ Sou 
Prov. &e 19, and 24. $, Coiu. t. T0, and Al 
Fen. 4. 16. And this the apoſtle prays it 
1 Thefſ. 2. 12, an4 4. 16. 2 Epiſt, Jul] 
"Chis the Soul is capable of; being deformed! 
ſin, and Gol's Image d-facec 4 on it, 1t 1s ar 
of bcing renewcd, and of having Gol! 
[mage repaired on It 5 which 1s homun | n Reg: 
rat on, and is till carried on, and promotel ! 


God's Ordinances and his Providences, his * 


Working in them, and with themupon h is Deo? 
All afllietions being inten led for, and ! Andi 
unco this en ;, to ni2k? Souls more and more 
tnnto Jeſus Carilt, Thoſe weaknings and pete 
:19: of the outward Man, hcins, by the love Z 


wWillome of Gal, dettg, ned To ftrengthen, rep: | 


1A beter the inner Mt: ; that the Soul mar: 
male, and muſt be wag Nt ore holy, more - 
ble, more heavenly, more like God ; it muſt 


1 
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Food for Faith and Patience, 


up inall things like unto Chriſt; Epheſ, 4. 12,13 + 
The Soul, the 77mer Man, may, and muſt get more 


| ftrength againſt Corruption and Temptation ; it 


miſt get more Vittory over th- World , and over 


} jt lf; it muſt grow in {e1{-denyal, in faith, in 
| patience, in hope, in Communivn with God, it 


nuſtincreaſe in knowledge and experience; it muſt 
get nearer Gol ;, and more weaned from the 
World, and better preparec to put off this earthly 
Tabernacle of the Body : Wherctorc is the Chriſti- 
an train'd up in Chrift's Schools, his School of Or- 
dinances, and of Providences; but that the Soul, 
the inner Man, may be made better ? That Grace 
may grow ;, for it is the Growth of Grace, that 
eridenceth the Truth of it, And why- doth our 
hearenly Father chaſtiſe us in our outward Com=- 
forts, but to better us in our izward Man. 

But, before I procce'l, let me pauſe a little, and 
commune with my own heart : O my Soul! Thou 
haſt been under the blaſtings and withcrings of thy 
outward Man ;, theſe many years thou haſt been in 
the School of Correttion : Thy God hath made 
many breaches upon thy earthly Comforts ;, ſtript 
thee of thy deareſt Relations, of thy Liberty, of 
thy Eftate, of opportunities of [crving thy God in 
thy place > deprived thee of thy Health an: 
Srength, &c, yet hath he dealt with thee, inft- 
nitely b-tter than thy Sins have deſerved. It is his 
mercy thou art not conſumec 5 not in 1:elt , not 
n thy Grave: but O my Soul ! what art thou the 
better for all tioſe firoals upon thy curry ord Mien? 
What haſt theu gain«4 by all thy loſſes ? Ir is true, 
Atllitions are dry Rod, and my hcarr, a dead 
heart 5, there can be r.9 bloflo;ns, nor froir. with- 
out Goats Bloing, ord tho Word wmnd Spirit's 
working in and by AtiiQtion ; but whar bl-t'; 
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upon all thy troubles caaft thou diſcern ? Whz 
good to the ier Man have theſe atflidtions dy 
thee ? Art thou mor? ſenſible of the evil of5in'} 
more weary ot it,and more grieved with it ? Kth 
Heart more tender, thy Spirit more humble, th 
vil more ſubdued to Gods will ? Art thou mar; 
Crucitedto the Creature; thy inordinate Aﬀet. 
ons mortified; thy unruly Paſhons ſubdued ? fr! 


thou more meek and patient ? Are thy Aﬀettin! © 


razed, and more inlarged after God, and Chr 
and Heaven ? 1s Jeſus Chrift more precjous t 
thee ? And doft thou pant and thirft more aft 
the maniteſtations of his Love to thy Soul ? 4r; 
chou more watchful oyer thy thoughts, woxds a 


ations ? More careful to pleaſe God, more fear} ; 


to dſpleaſe him ? More tender of his Honour? 
More ſenſible of the Aftlictions of Fojfrph ? Mored: 
ligent in holy Duties ? More frequent in Self er 
mination, in heavenly Meditation, in heavenly! 
Qi;courſe ? Art thou, O my Soul, aſhamed of ani 
grieved for thy former Miſcarriages thy mil-ſpent 
ins time,. Breath, Liberty, Strength ? Q©2. Mor 
diligent in preparing for thy Diflolution; and mot: 
contented with thy preſent Condition ? Loſt thu 
endeavour now to go to the Fountain for all Sup 
plics? And Coſtthou labour with all thy might,inti 
ſtrengthot God,to make upall thylofſes and bread 
es in God, and in his Covenant through Chriſt? 
Doſtthou prize the promiſes,and laboureſt tone, 
upon them by Faith? Is God and Chriſt moreinthj 
thoughts and affettionsthan heretofore ? Anddu 
thou labour to get ont the blcfſi2g of thy Aﬀitti 
ons.and art moſt carneft with God tor the bleſſing” 
Doſt thou labour to caft all thy care upon God, 


he ( 
Fru! 
but 

hett 
for 


2, 
and 


and to truſt him with all ? If any of thele thing 
appears, let God have all the Glory ; and blelſe 
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ke) be God for any weak dchires after theſe ſweet 

Fruitss Deny not what God hath done for thee ; 
but be aſhamed an4 grieved, that thou art nv 
better : Cry to Go.l mightily, wreſtie with him 
th for his blefling upon thy aMictions, 


TE The third Particular is, That the Decaying 
ter and Perithing of the 9urward Min to God's people, 
tends to the ttrengthning, the proſpering and re- 


__ = : - 
vik newing of the muzr Ian, lhe Adverity of the 
<d Body proves the Pro:perity of the Sou!, to all gra- 


ah COU Perſons, an to them on'y, The Soul and 
4x] Body of a Saint, 15 like the Houle of Dzwvid and 
| Saul; asthe one grows weaker and wearer, th 0+ 
ther grows ſtronzzer 2nd fronger ; and whore: it 
$ſo, there is good groun:! of Comfort unacr all 
os outward troubles, and whore It 15 not fo, rhore 1+ 
little ground! of Comfort tor the preient ; alriimngh, 
there may be a growing in tie Soul, wh! it ty nov 
fan licerned 5, as there is of the Babe in ii. Won: 
W and of the Corn in the Farth, nader r::© C2 t: 
both grow, even when they arc not ifcerncs: 7, 
but in due time will appcar, But more: of thi? 5! 
tht rvard, 


Os 
=> 
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th Queſt, But 20w cones this to paſs? Wha fie rr.” 
-xþ| 3d Influence have tie periſeings of the 9117: 4 
rift? Man, to help forward tle jincreanngs of 0:2 7m. +4 
Man ? How the Sicknefſcs, Fains, Tronbles, Loilrs, 
nth Crofſes upon the outward Man, thoul greatly con.- 
ok ridute to the Strengthning and Renewing of the 

| "mard Man, is the Queition ; which great Truth 
ing? —_— clearly apprehended, frmly Hemeve: {anal 
God, | = ape, will tend very much to a poor Clint 
ling | Vans Conſolation, 
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Arſe 1: By the Decays and Wirherings of t 
outward Maj, thoſe iiinderan es are remore: 
which « id very much obſcrutt che Growth, Streng 
and Comfort of the inw = ar When Drit: 
utward if Jonviſhed , When he had nis Qongr 


jealth, Eaſe,Liberty,and the con ann. : of cart! 
ly Comforts about him ; he was weak in; his Sell 
that lay langaiſhing in finſul Sec :U rity : he "2! 
ak in N is . Tout, that he cout nov t rehlſt the le 
Cer -tation; but was thamef! fall ly conqueret 
th- -! nc 0: his Zye. Ordina -11V, OUT Souls; 
in [1c worſt cae, when our Bodics ace in theld 
Caſa: It. prity (wc ſax) that fiir weather ſho. 
do luct: ver foiti: The weifarc of the on 
Mm. tn Is 016 ji ar h TH 10 —_ Nan, WI 
Out amore han ordin-irv mcaiure of Grace. 
tor f»/-, Ordinarily, che Pr dſperic y of the a 
war! M 4 interpolceth be -twixt God 2121 the Soul 
and keo;5 Gold ar a Cliftance Tom tie Soul; a 
t'ic Soul at a diſtance from Gol : Jeſus Chi 4ſtlor 
not tis thi 'c 1m their arms, _ 2mPrace 0 herl 
Vers. God Wilt DC UPNCcr moſt;c a alls 1 ; 
the heart, 'arnot at a!l therc, "He | frves y 
an? will have che Beft. or wil es of w_ 
White the outward Min is txt on the Creattl 
the 1:ner is not fare. wt t trom if : ., and then if is {0 
catvided from = 2 Cor, 5. 6. Wk 
tout is at home in the Body, 1t is abſent from 6 
Lord; and the reaſon IE, Becauſe of that po 
M12 BOUY Nath upon ti * SOUl, tO Araw it dow! 
© il, 2: even link itinto if (elf : J anc to part 


Ate W171 =_— it 15 nar. [ tor 2 - PO? Pr 26: to fiye! | 
1 
7 


that nath weights tyed to his fo " ans! harder} 
a poor Soul to Mount u 7, Or iNUEed tO more 
any ſpree hoaren-ward, that hath ſuch a We! 
& Ciay h21gingon it, Anil this made godly 


ara Oo» t1 ; Tos Pry: Th J whe! 
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Uually, Profiperity begets Pride; and Pride 
ſets us at a diſtance from God; God reſifteth the 
proud : he:ees the proud afar of, Chriftiansare 
never ſo far trom God, as when tlicy are ncare! 
totheir outward Comiorts and Enjorments. God 
then but in few of their thoughts: Now It is 
the Preſence or Adience of God, that makes Sum- 
mer and \Wintcr in the Soul; as it is the pre- 
ſence and abſence of the Sun that makes Summer 
and Wiater on the Eartizy, Now, it Proſpcrity 
does withdraw our hearts from God, (as tov otter 
it doth) it cauicth God to withdraw from us, 
(though we may not find him wanting.while carth- 
ly Comforts cortinue with us) it muſt needs do 
wa great dcal of hurt; for it God withdraw- or 
withold the influcnces of his Grace from us, our 
Souls maſt necds he in a ſickly and Janguithing, 
condition ! How weak and fceblo matt we b0,when 
God doth not continue his Graci to us 7 Trofpert- 
tyles betwixt God an our Sunls;, which we of 
know by wotult Expcricace ; and our Go, on 
gracious Father knows it, and there!tore, ia tend! 
love to our Souls, many times breaks our onrward 
Proſperity, that our Souls may nut be arown't! iN: 
itand periſh Ly ic, 

2, Secondly, The wclfarc of the ontwart Man 
hinders the 2uner Mar from that {erious, dilizent, 
hearty intent, and Spiritual Scrviee, that it (191i)! 
perform to God : in which the $03} might have 
tad many ſwect meetings with God, end many 
Communications of Love and Grace? from 1m :; 
which, through the deicels of His tics, arc fur 
pended from him. Jſai. 64. 5. aud fi mitneds 
tend to the weakning of the Soul,  Witat Lf remwftli, 
Lite, Comfort, have God's Peotile fond in hoy - 
Duties ? How ave their Souls bun refretts, the it 
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Hearts raiſed, and quickned, and cnlarged aft; | 
God many times ? but then they have been ſeri. 
ous, carneft, fervent in Spirit in theſe Dutie, 
Now in Proſperity, what careleſs , heartleſs {. 
vice do we perform ? How ſoon weary ? ſecreth 
glad when the work 1s over ? How ready upm 
the leait occaſion to neglett a Duty, or an Ord:| 
nance ? Not fo tearful to diſpenſe with ſome Kr-| 
vice that God calls tor; nor ſo fearful to ny 
nigh a Temptation, O, how cold, dead, an! 
heartleſs are we jn Duty 2 All this is too true, ( 
ny Soul, fee it, lament and bewail; and blefstte| 
Lord for time to do it, and blcis him more for a! 
heart to do it. 

What bad i{crvice did Maraſſes do to God? 0, 
rather what great ſervice did he do the Dei, 
when he was in his profperity ? never minding hi 
God, or his Soul, till his outward' man periſhed, 

2ly, It hinders commumon with God, whil 
is the very life of gracjous Souls, their Hearet 
upon Earth : Communion with God in holy Or 
dinanccs, and holy Duties as Prayer, Prails 
Meditation, &c. is that which fattens and, pv] 
[percth the Souis of God's people ; bat outwatl 
proſperity hinders communion with God in theſe 
tor then, even while outward -comfiorts are pit 
fent, God, and his company, and preſence, at 
not fo much ſonnd wanting, nor ſo much valued 
deſired, and pantei after, as in a barren Wilde 
neſs, where no waters of worldly comforts tt 
Plaim 64. 1, 2, 2. Tſim 42. 1,2, 3. When DI 
vid was in great ſtraits, ftript of his eartilf 
Comforts, bedewed 21 with Tears ; then his 
panted after Gol : when he was in the Valley C 
Baca, then he looks unto the Mountains of Myril 
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'| þ with God's People ? when their Liberty, 
| Friends, Health, Eſtate, Tc. are gone; then God is 


ſought for, and communion with. him, earneſtly 
longed and thirked tor, more than ever; and then 
uſually moſt enjoyed, 

By As of Communion with God, Souls con- 


-} yerle, commerce, and trade with God, trade in 


Heaven, and that turns greatly to their advan- 


| tage; We can. never take a Voyage to Heaven 


by Prayer or Meditation, but it will turn to ac- 
count firſt or laſt; ſome gain to our Souls will 
accrue by every a(t -of communion : We cannot 
touch Chriſt by our Faith or Love, but ſome Ver- 
tue will low from him to our Souls, Pſalm 145.18, 
God will fulfil the defires of them that fear kim : He 
will ſaijsfie; the kungry with good things. Eleſſed are 
they that hunger and tbirſt after righreouſneſs. Eve- 
ry groan of a. gracious Soul a'ter Grace, every 
pant and breathing after God in truth, is obſer-. 
ved and recorded in Heaven, Mal. 3..165.. A book 
of remembrance for them that thought upon his Name, 
Q,the tranſcendent goodneſs of our moft.gracious 
God, to take notice of ſuch poor things ! He will 
at deſpiſe the day of ſmall things : and what an en- 
couragement is this to us, to ſpend our moſt ſe- 
rious thoughts on God : But Proſperity in the 
World, doth ſtop ard-interrupt the Soul's converſe 
and trade with God ;, by eftranging the heart from 
God and heavenly things, and ſo it becomes very 
prejudicial to the proſperity of the inward man, 
it is very hard for a man to have much of the 
World in his hands, and rvich of Heaven in his 
heart alſo: to have much converſe with, and 
much enjoyment of Creature-comforts, and to 
lave his Converſation in Heaven too. And when 
@ our Souls thrive and fAouriſh beſt, but when we 

are 
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are trading above, converſing with God? 

Now theſe great Miſchiefs, I have named, t 
the immer man, are promoted by the proſperity 6 
the outward man ;, thus: 

1. By making us forgetfnl of thoſe things thy 
we ſhould neceffarily remember, in order to th: 
good of our Souls: Proſperity ipoils the Memo 
Ty exceedingly, as to heavenly and ſpiritualthing;! 
and that in theſe particulars. | 

Proſperity breeds; 1. Forgetfulneſs of God, th 
chief good; and ſurely that. Soul can never thrix 
that forgets God, who is th: Lountain of all is 
Life, Grace. and Com'ort. The remembrance 
God brought ſweetneſs and ſatisfattion to Dil: 
Soul, P/alm 63. <£,6, but Proſperity makes us fr 
getful of Go1, Deur. 6, 11, 12, and Deut. $. 14,1z, 
20, 'Yca, fulneſs of outward things makes men to} 
deny Col; of which good Agur was afraid, In 
verb. 30. 9. 

2, I orgetful of their beft part, their Souls; th 
Soul is *nun moſtly forgotten, when the Body | 
moſtly min4ed, : 

2. Forgertul of their Dutics to God and Mn;j 
ſo it was with Pharoab's Batler, | 

4. Of the Affliction of Foſeph, Amos 6, 6, Whe 
we our ſelves are at liberty, how apt arc we tot 
get them that arc in Bonds, | 

s. Of Sin; tiat ufually is moſt remembrel : 
time of ARittion, as in Foſeph's Brethren. 

6. Or Go's Word, that is too much forgotte: 
in Proſperity ;, the Precepts of God not oye. 
nor the Promiſes ſo reliſhed and Ezlieved, y 
Threatnings feared. | 

7. Proſperity makes us forgetful of Dexi| 
Judgment, the World to come, Eternity : Tt F 


4il Day is put far off, 
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All theſe S2ven Things ſhould be always remem- 
bred by us, and have our frequent Thoughts and 
Meditations 5, for the remembrance of them is ve- 
ry advantageous to the welfare of the inner man, 
and will tend to the good of our Souls; but the 
flouriſhing of the outward man breeds too much 
forgettulneſs of all theſe things; and the forget- 
fulneſs of thele things, drives us from God, and 
God from us, keeps us at a diftance from him, 
aſt him out of our Minds and Thougirts, makes 
us unſerviceable to him , and hinders our com- 
munion with him, 

ly. The flouriſuing of the outward man begets 
Pride, Wantonneſs, Security , Envy, Amoition, 
Contention , negiigence in G64's Service , con- 
tempt of others, an.l many hurtful Luſts, Decut,32, 
15. Experience proves this. 

zly, It conſumes precious Time and Scrength, 
raſtes the Spirits, Thoughts, an.l AteCtions, be- 
ing placed on earthly things, which ſhould all be 
ſpent on God principally, and but fo much on 0- 
ther things, az may fit us For his Service, and in 
ſubordination to him : But whiie men are contri- 
ring how to gct, how to manage, how to ſpen\!, 
&;, This fills up their Time, Hearts, Thoughts, 
Minds, Spirits and all; ſo that there is no place 
nor room leit for God, or the concerns of their 
Souls: Therefore the wije God in great Love and 
Mercy to the Souls of his People, breaks their our- 
ward Proſperity, which otherwiſe wou}d ruine 
their Souls, removing thoſe things that hinder the 
relfare of the Soui 5 for when ontward Pro- 
ſperity is gone, then the $01] flies to God, it draws 
nigh to God, Proſperity kept it at a diſtance be- 
fore ;, it forgot Go.i before , now it remembers 
kim, ſeeks God early, ierves him diligently ; Now 

LY 
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it ſeeks communion with- God, pants after his F;. 
vour, and the (ſenſe of his Love : INow the Soul! #40 
is awakened and enlightned, and now it remen, tv 
bers God; and is lelt, and Stor, and its forme] 4 


means of bringing in Light and Conviction into 
the Soul ; Proſperity ſhuts Men's Eyes, and deat Clknc 
ens their Ears; but vexario dat wviſum, Afﬀidion 
opens Mcn's Eyes, fo that they fee what they did World 
not before; and” they fee things otherwiſe tha! 
before; dark Diſpenſations bring Light wit Ul is 
them, Affiiftions put God's People upon theſearc 
Lamen, 2. 49. Then they retire and Jook withi 
themſelves; then they find out the filthineſs, ra 
nity, frowardneſs, pride, earthlineſs of their on: 
hearts, more than ever they ſaw before; the: 
they find and feel their Spiritual Wants, Diſeaſe: 
Dangers, the treachery, talſeneſs, deceitfulnef 
their own Hearts; their often grieving , quen 
ing, reſifting of God's Spirit in time of Proſperty; 
their inordinate Self-love , Fleſh-pleafing, a 

Gratifyings : then they ſee their former ſpiritua 
ſloth and negligence, their backwardneſs to, ans 
wearineſs in God's Service; their formality, dead 
neſs, cuſtomarineſs in holy Duties; their imp} 


tience of reproof, their haftineſs of Spirit, the! 
wat 
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xant of tenderneſs towards, and of ſympathy with 
"| thoſe that were atHicted 5 not weeping with thoſe 
g that wept > their cenſuring and judging others; 
"} their want of Charity : then they ſee how badly 
they improved their healthful and youthful tune ; 
\ yi their Talents, and their Enjoyments, with many 
| other Evils are diſcovered, 
As allo in times of Aflition, there is a diſco- 
rery of the vanity and emptineſs of the Creature ; 
4 vhen all Com forts of Life tail; as Health, Wealth, 
en Frends, Liberty, Eſtate, Wc, then the Soul is 
convinced of the vanity and uncertainty of all 
" theſe: The Rod diſcovers both Heart and Life, 
ad what the Creature is; And alſo, then the 
"x1 9uls of God's People come to ſee the ſurpaſſing Ex- 
oz{|Elency of God and Chriſt, and of the Promiſes, 
2:o[adof the great Importance of the things of the 
{ji World to come, O, now the Soul can prize an In- 
tereſt in God, and in his Chriſt and his Covenant 2 
ads hereupon ſtirred up to mind God more, and 
irchHaven more; and to beftir it (elf in the uſe of 
hill Means, and to get Affurance of an Iatereſt in 
d, Now all this tends very much to the Wel- 
of the inner man; and if we well and wiſely 
the;{ider this Benefit which our merciful Father 
aſe Bants us, by blaſting and withering our outward 
nforts;, thus to enlighten and convince us of 
thoſe things, we ſhall have cauſe to Adore and. 
Ire his Goodneſs towards us, in taking ſuch 
Ourſe with us, and to cry out with #66 7. 17, 
l What js man that thou ſpouldeſt magnific him? and 
thou ſhouldeft ſer thy heart upon kim ? and that 
ſhouldeſt vife kim every morning, and try kin 
Ty moment ? 
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Thirdly, 'Thz Adveriity of the outward man pro- 
motcs the Froiperity of the 7nmer mm, by taking! 
away.th= 1lols 9; Soul, which divided the Sou! 
from Cod : The bt of ns are apt to make [idols g ou 
every Creature-enjoyinent, very apt to let ou] yel 
our Heart” in inorilinare Aﬀettion to Huſband! doo 
Wives, Ciidren, T-, and ſufter them to har! and 
more cf our t:carts, Loves, and Delights, tha the 
Gol and Obrift, and Fieaven; over-prizing an! hett 
over-loving them 5, taking too -much content 1! 
them, and expeQing too much from them ; ant 
ſo make 7dols of them ;, and then God witidran 
his gracious Influences from us , thoſe quickning] whic 
ſtrengrhning, and comfortable Influences of hq they 
Spirit from us, and hides his face ;, and then ou and 
poor Soul; languiſh, and we grow weak and feeble] fy ( 
fo it was with David, Pſalm 35. 6, 7. but this with the 
drawing of Gol from us, we do not many time ly y 
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perceive and feel, while our earthly Comfo 
continu=- with us; though our Graces he we 
Faith and Love weak, our Paſhons an Corr 
tions ſtrong, and are too often too hard tor us, 
we are carricd captive by them :, aad although 
decay in ſpiritnal ſtrengrh,. and grow dead in hd 
Duties, careleſs. and watchle's in our Convet! 
tions, and wat hat vigour, ſpirit, and lite, wii 
ſomerime we halt which are the effects of th 
abſence of 79d's Snirit + that we grow cold in 00 
Aﬀxtions to heavenly things : I ſay, theſe 6 
effects of God's withdrawment from us, are 1 
perceived and felt by us. ſo long as our bod: 
Comforts continue with us 5 but then it pleaſe 
our gracious God to ſend ſome awakening Proi 
dences upon us, he ſends Adver ity, and rem0" 
theſe our Jdols;, and then through God's aſifti 


Grace we come to ſec our fin, and the fruits 0f , 
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ro) then we ſee our folly, in !etting, out of our Heart® 
ing] ppon the vain Creature, ana rhat then God did 
ou] withdraw, and that our Souls did witner and 12n- 
2wh; upon which, by the ſpecia! Grace of Cod, 
| welament our folly, beg forgivonets throug! tt 
| blood of Chriſt; and the Lord, bcing gracious 
* and merciful, returns to the Soul again 5 and then 
2] the Soul begins to recover it felr, an to grow 
Ko deter, 


—9 


Fourthly, Adverſity isa means of bringing afrcſh 
to our Remembrance thoſe particular ſpecial Sins 
which in Proſperity were forgot ;, and which, while 
q they lye on us without Repentance, they waſte 
ad weaken, hurt and corrupt our Souls, Adver- 
ſy ( as was ſaid before ) puts God's People upon 
the earch of th-ir Hearts and Lives ; nvw NY 
lay unto themſelves, what have we done ? now 
their Spirits do, or ſhould make diligent 
earch; now they do, or ſhould commune with 
their own Hearts, and examine their ways, and 
kek for the plague of their Hearts; their Dali- 
ls, their Fonzh's, their darling , their beloved 
| hof Sins, which they did not, or would nor ſee in 
ret their Proſperity, nor were willing to be reproved 
whit for, but did over-look them, or forgot them, or 
f 19 lok'd on them as little ones, and common Infir- 
n 09 nities, humane Frailties; and could ftudy ſhifts 
ſe i tocover and excuſe them : Such az Pride an.! PaC- 
e I fon, ordinate Aﬀettion, Unthankfulneſs, 1 ypo- 
bod cite, Covetouſneſs, Sclfiſhneſs , vain Thouzhts, 
ea ille Words, Omiffions, Unfaithfulne, breaking 
Proj Vows and Promiſes; Earth!y mindednefs, Security, 
-mo9lardneſs of Heart,unprofitatilenefs under the means 


ſiſtq of Grace, and many other Heart-evils taat ſcarce 
of! ann2ear 
thd a 


== 
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appear in time of Proſperity ;, that in time of troy! Soul | 
ble upon a through ſearch we may find out a i-1cn; 
our Unbclict , want of love to God and Chrif ning | 
want of love to Cod's Word, inſenfiblenels of Sin} duced 
and want of hatred to it z want of fervent Charit|upon | 
to others; with many others ; which upon a connun, 

{cicncious ſearch, and by the hely of God's Spiri] Fife 
we ſhall find out in our ſelves, which lay hid [06 
us, corroding and putrifying our poor Souls} morti: 
which were never ſo heartily confeſs'd and l#4things 
mented as they ſhould, But when the Spirit an{ture-co 
the Werd comes with Afiction, there is a difſtreaſts 
very made of thoſe lurking Lufts, the filthy corjon Mo! 
ners of our fal'e Kearts op2ned; and every graftle Af 
cious Soul is willing to be convinced of every fin{Lit an 
and begs God heartily to ſearch him, and to rigſs Km, 
him up, and to ſhew him all the Evils of his H ſn 
er are 


fins of Youth, fleſhly Lufts, exceſs in Meat, Dringng 
Apparel; Diſobedience to Parents, miſpending)iny d 


Time, fooliſh jeſting, raſh Anger, finful Silenc#!* ve 
Cowardize in God's Canſe , negle&t of Reprooffd tr 
negle& of relational Duties; Sabbath-ſins, witfuly | 
multitudes of others, which will appear upon 9 w 
diligenc ſearch many omiſhons of Spiritual Dip! Go: 
ties; as Heavenly Meditations, Self-examinatioq®*jo 
ſelf-denial, Warchiulneſs ; all which the gracioFfT do 
Soul heing convinced of, r2pents of, mourns {tier 
before the Lord ; and by Faith in the blood ads, 
Jeſus, obtains Pardon of them, and by the SpinFX to 


of Jeſus obtains power againſt them ;, and on l thi 
OL 
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| Gul being po. 1d and healed, recovers, and 
ixeacwed dy day 5 whereas b- fore it lay pi- 


| 

| ning and 14. Ling ; this blefſed iruit is pro- 
duced Þv 21. 1..:ng of our moſt gracious God, 
alupon ©. p- Ning; and waſtings of our ourmward 
tn. : 

al Fififly, By divngaging and weaning the Hearts 


oGod's Peope from ail the things uf this World, 
k[nontiving 5nd Cr .ciying their AﬀcCtions to 
things b:low ; drawing oft the deart irom Crea- 
ture-comtarts, weaning he Soul from thoie dry 
wltrcaſts. In Projperity, the beft of us think little 
erdon Mortification, and on crucitying the kleſh, with 
ie Aﬀe&tions and Lufts of it ;, although the very 
liz and power of true Chriſtianity lies in theſe ; 
ws Rom, 8. 13. Galat, 5, 24. but then we are for 
kafing and gratifying the fleſh, Oh, huw ten- 
rare we of our fleſh, and how loth to becroſs'd ? 
on deeply arc our Aﬀettions engaged to the Va- 
ties of the World 2 how do our Hearts cleave 
 thjnd cling to the Creature, cven as our Skin to 
ht tour Body ? how ſeldom do we think teriouſly of 
« Fiſting with our Relations, our Health, Tc. or of 
ting off our carthly Tabernacles, and of our 
ing down our Heads in the dark Grave ? How 
lence we afraid of Dangers to our outward man, 
xroofÞnd troubled at evil tydings ? how thought- 
 witfuly careful to preſerve our Creature-com- 
pon Ms with us, not taking ſo much care to en- 
\ God in them, and to enjoy them for God, as 


aatiooÞ©njoy them our ſelves, and for our &ives ? How 
racioÞeX do they lie to our Hearts ? Now our loving 
rns {qitler ſeeing all this, he takes it +-7y ill at our 


ood qads, that the Creature ſhould ie f.> near and 
» SpirRar to us,and have ſo much room in our Hearts 
ſy tHnd therefore in love to our Souls , biaits and 

Sor. wakes 
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waſtes thee our Comforts, todraw of our Heat! at 
from them, that we may not ſet our- Aﬀ:&tion;| 0r 
upon them. | pot 

Sixttly, The periſhing of the outward may fu;| ial 
thers the dourithings of the 7 ward man, not only not 
by bringing our Sins to Our remembrance, (il 
was ſhewed but now) but ai.o as bviag a means 8 
God's appointment and blelting | both to pure; othe 
away Sin paſt, and to prevent >: in tor the tucute;) adi 
as 1/a, 27. 9, the Lord [pcacing of A tiictiond ay 
there, upbn the Church, faith, Þz &s therefore ſic] proy 
the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and i his iS all thier 
fruit, to take away his Sin. © > ul - detign qt a 
our good and gracious Gol: O bled Fry; dlrvet 
Fob 33.17, 18S. To withdraw 1a: jrem hi; pu x[f0 th 
pole, and CO hide Pride Fro21t1 Nan. AC not my them 
ny of God's People ſentiblo ©this ? how hat bdleaſ 
their Aflitions the;, have ben 5pt rom maſfiatt] 
Sins that wichout their Artif ons, they bl ſhould 
been liable to have allen into an COM! nirtocfPerity, 
Surely they will acknowledge ir, ani give 0 to caſt 
thanks, 

Sin 1s the Sickneſs and plague o the So 
which corr':pts the Spirit, wounls the Conſcien: 
wecakneth Grace; now in tune of Prefp-ricy, Wi 
there is no Plague nor Sickneſs in Town or Car 
try, bat all thr, ſO we LON? 11 ng.to the 64wird i 
flouriſh, even then, is be ve; v Air moſt ſpirit} Seen 
infeftions, and m 't plac*s 1» i. , 11d moſt pÞ% wh 


< Fhaory a_ } 
ples breath then meP in #iyys; then the copere lai 
gion of Sin ſpreads mol ; loo a man then gor Udeca 
what place h: will ; : © hat Conpany almof the h; 
will, his Soul 6 1n #57 te tion by brace 
what © ontentions, Erie. Fi -Gring, B; Gra 
biting, vnjuſt Dealing, ar. at beſt, tut vain WR, B 


unproficable Liſcourſe is to be heais) wmong mMot'r, th 
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+| and how littl of proms:1ng the power of Godlineſs, 
| & mutual cdincation :- Now, in ſich a time the 
**| poor Sou! gets falls and wounds, gets many. a di- 
| eaſe and Spiritual diſtemper ; which it perceives 
| not ; now it gathers much Ruſt, much Croſs; and 
it may carry the ini=tion of fin a long time, and 
| is veakned and waſted by it 5 which, it may be, 
ice athers ſee by him more than Fauel.s n:s Paitons 
| aad Corruptions get gcoun upon him,and he pines 
ian} ay by day : he grows more worlly, froward, 
['Þ proud, &c, ani] yer perceives it not ;, and thusthe 
*t/imer Man is much damnitied, by the advantages of 
a the ourward, Ail this, the wiſe God feeth and ob- 
krveth, and out of his pity an! tender compaſſion 
wu tothe precious Souls of his poor Servants; ſeeing 
tm;Jfhem thus captivated by their Corruptions, and 
xt Wdikaſed with ſo many fſpiricual Diſtempers, and 
ma{that they ſtand in great ncea 0: Phyſick, left they 
; þ;[{hould periſh, thins fit to break their worldly proſ- 
+22{pctity, to give them the bitter purge of aillidtion ; 
- (4 aſt them into the Furnace, that they may be pu- 

ned and purged, and to recovered and fayed. 
 &{lartar, 13, G6, Thus Cod ordereth- the fire of 
Niction as a means to cleanſe and purify his peo- 
Pe from their filthineſs, and to make them pure 
(White, Dare Ile 35s 


-— — 


Seventbly, By excrcifing the Graces of G94's peo- 
» Which in time of their proſperity, were as it 
conetelaidl afleep, and for want of uſe and cxerciſe 
decay, and ſcarce appear : for, it is not Grace 
Þ the habir, that doth ſo much comſort the Soul, 
brace in exerciſe ; now, Adverlity ſerves to draw 
brace into aft and exerciſe 5, as Faich, Repent- 
pP<&, Hope, Patience, and other Graces : now if 
', the Chriſtian labours to put forth his faith 

ON 
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on God in Chri;, and on the Covenant and Proni) [0 
ſes ; Oh! now, Godand Chrif, and the Covenar. his 
and the promiſes ſignify ſomething indeed to th! gn 
Soul ;, to thele, the poor Soul now flies, as it w] Th 
with Micah, 7. 7. When alt outward Comford aki 
failed, then he acted his Faith, Hope and Patiene} Wh 
I will look unto God, I will wait for the God of ni oye; 
Salvation, my God will hear me, So #Habb, 4. 1} all: 
18, Then alſo, God's People renew their Repes Lord 
tance ſearch their Hearts and Ways, and turn and 
God, as Ephraem, Ferem. 31. 18, 19. And thei terri 
they at their Hope upon the promiſes of futu} The 
Glory; and then thcir Patience appears, and ſtar} into 
them in great ſtead ;, and their tender-heartedne I wa 
their love to God, his Word and Pcople ; thi rions 
contempt of the Worl4; yea, every Grace is & T} 
erciſed moſtly in time of atfliftion: and this is tif takin 
rare and ſpecial excellency of true Grace, that{ make 
thrives moſt and proſpers beſt in the worſt tind of the 
for the moſt part : Grace is ſtrengthned and ta creafy 
ned, when ſenſible Comforts are withered a1 My, 
ſtarved ; and thus the innzy mar is renewed, wif Oy 
the outward doth decay and periſh, I will 


God's People, for the gracious Communications 
Spiritual Mercies to them : as 1s evident trom!t 
Scripture, Hof. 2. 6. and 14 compared, Tit 
Creature-enjoyments ſtood in the way before, i 
up all the room in the Hearts; now theſe multPript of 
remove, to make way for better Mercies; tif Out 
too-well-5cloved gueſts muſt be diſcarded, that Frople, 
King of Glory may come in. Other lovers had'F; tha 
heart before, theſe muſt be divorced, _ 'Putto x 
\ 
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m/ Lord Jeſus may the more fully and fweetly manif: i 
ar! his love to the Sonls of his p2ople : .ce Mr. Birr. 
th! on the Second of Hof. Verſe g, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
w There are many hcavy Jui{lgment> threatn-d ;, the 
on} aking away all the Comforts of the outw.r.{ Man : 
nc) Where, we may note C54's abſoiute Soveraigaty 
| orer all our enjoyments, and his propriety 1. them 
1] al: So Ejek. 16. 18, 2i., All we hare is the 
pv Lord's 5 and his gract us, iwe2t and blefled ends 
19 and purpoſes in threataing and ex-cucing thoſe 
the) terrible things,and that is wonderful; as Verie 14. 
tur} Therefore, Behold, I will allure her, and bring her 
tad intothe Wilderneſs, and ſpcak comfortably :© ho, 
Ine} It was to make way for the communications 0: .;.3- 
the] rious Mcrcies. 
5 The gracious God hath gracious Ends, in all his 
1s tif taking Providences tovards his poor people; to 
hat] make the waſtings, faclings, totterings, periſhings 
tine of their outward Man, to prove hclptul to the in- 
Page proſperiag and flouriſhing of the 7zer 


dll, 

at Outward Takings make way ior inward Givings: 
I will take away (faith God) all her Lovers, dry 
up all her Ciſterns, that T may open to her the 
n Fountain, I will ſtrip her naked ofall her outward 
nak3Comforts, that I may ſpeak comfortably to her 
wb {Soul ; Now TI will allure her; now I have brought 
1088Fiter into the Wilderneſs, now my poor peoples 
rsare taken of from the Creature, I will fcc 
to win them to my ſelf, IT may now win their 
e and gain their hearts to me, ſecing rhey arc 
pt of the earthly comforts. 

Owhat ſupport ſhould this be to God's aid 
ple, O, that we could believe it and in:prove 


r_ 


hadiF; that God's defign in all his takings from us, is 
nat 'Putto make way, that he may beſtow greater ar, 


C better 
" »% CL a 
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better Mercies upon us : Ihis Ar gument our Lori! Ri 
ue to comfort his Diſciples with, Fo: 16. 6, 3] ja 
Of all earthly Comforts, the bodi! y preſence l Ch 
Chritt with his Diiciples was the beft ; yet, he tel the 
them, he muſt leave them, and withal afſuresthenl j;f 
for their comfort, that ir was for their adrantag. ore 
and that it was expedient for thei that he ſhout gx 
leave them, thatthe Comforter might come,whic mc 
ſhould abunc lantly ſupply his abſence; and wh! and 
would not come to them, it he did not 70 away, | ons 
This woull be enough to quiet anc [ comfort] Th 
in all ſinking prov idences, that theſe takings a] tog 
intencl-4 1 co make way for the giving of Spiritu} Car 
Mercicz, it oar unbelief, diſtruſt, "Ueſponder poſl 
an imyatience 0 Not hinder. 2006 
Oh, could we but drink in this truth, and fin jen- 
y believe if, that God's takings from us, » Oh up i 
order ton! + 'ving3to us; as G *24 took from Dr 
an Infant v 'Z0T in Ai : JÞ .CrY, and gave him Whic 
Soigmmn 10 its room 5, an | rhat hi is Caſtings 0f } ſhe 
(mx are 1 079-r to hi 3 Raitinzs of us up; Þ} fhe 
witherings 0* our outward inten led for the rene} put ; 
ings of our inner; how pati--1flv and comfortay ons : 
ſhoa 114 we bear our troubl: s 5 Yea, and how viſt 
ven-ly ſhould w2 vray, that God would bring} for f 
paſs al: thoſe his gracious purpoſes upon Q Eat 
Souls, 11 th 


[ſhall conclule this particular by ſetting df ing, 
an Inftanc. of our times, which 1 had from a Þ: anlw, 
ſon of Quality and __ » tho” I never uf} ty 1 
recoil Renarts, har t!h1s, Upon 1 the credit of 1 met a 
rel2 or I ih4 1 for once, and it is very remay her ; 
b'c. (cd r 

There was ſame years fince, in Tondo, a 1 
Go ily Gentleman an his Wife, who hala' ng t] 


tair E.tatc, buth oi them very 7calous pro mo f ,Ke 
Reilg 
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Religion; eminent for Piety and Charity 5 who 
had lived together many years, but had never a 


of Child, which they much deſired, and often fongiut 


- 
—— 
= 

ora 


] netar her Mouſe to Faſt and Pray ,and ſeek Go! for 


| 


4 theLord to build their Family tor them; and at: 


aft, God was pleaſed to give them a Son, to their 
great joy 5 which lived and grew up to be three 
or four Years Old, exceeding fair and witty, ve- 


1 rydelightful and pleaſant, trattable and teachable ; 


and they having but this one Child, their aftetti- 
0n5 were much {et upon him ; and likely too much : 
The Husband and Wife lived excceding lovingly 
together, inſomuch that many obſerved their ſweet 
Carriage to each other ; he being of a lovely dit- 
poſition, and every way well bred, and a Man of 
zood Parts, and of an Holy Life; fo amiable and 
tender to his Wife, that her Life was even bound 


{ wpin his : In the midſt and height of this their 
1 Proſyerity, the Gentleman fails Sick and Lies 


which was ſo heavy a ftroak to his poor Wife, that 


{ ſhe could not bear up under it ; her Spirit finks,and 


ſhe refuſed to be comorted ; many Prayers were 
put up to God for her in the publick Congregatie 
ons; and many pious Miniſters and god!y Friends 


 vitited her, ro Comfort her, but to no purpoſe ; 
for ſhe had no regard to her ſelf, or did care to 


Etor Drink, but for mcer neceſſity, but would fit 
the Chimney-corner a!l day, fighing and weep- 
ng, and hinging downher head, (cldom giving an 
aiwer to any budy: Upon a certain day,fome god- 
ly Miniſters with Chriſtian Fricnds by agreement, 


her; and it caine to pa's, that a ter they had en- 
«heir work, walking vv and down where this 
alconfolate Widow wa: ;, her lovely Child p!a'7- 


wg there in the Roo), (of whom ſhe took 115 n+ 


| o&, 25.6 6 cont > and carrying 1. 25 V1 
2 
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down, at laſt he turns the Stool uptide down, an{ 
mmunediately fell or thruſt himſelf into it, no Perſon 
pretent knew how ;, but the Stool and the Chili 
overturning together, the Childs head being down. 
ward, he brake his Nec: ; they ſent preſently for 


Phyticians and Chirurgcons, but the Child dizi| 


preſently 5 and 10 means would av3:l atall, to Jet 
{o much as one breath from him ; wich was moſt 
amazing, and aſtoniſhing to all the beho'4zrs; the 
Chamber being then full : The poor Mother (x 
thereall this while in her r\ua! poftur- , but wa 
ſhe ſaw her Child was really dcad, ſhe aro{> up and 
before them ail itrer: d theſe words, or words to 
this yurpoſe 5 muſt of th:2m 2re the very words: 
O! »yiefſed Jetus, will nothi+ 5 pleaie rhee but the 
heart of thy poor Creature ., and the witvle heart, 
and the wholc love ;, now take it, Lord ; take it, 
thou haſt won it, thou art worthy of it, I give the 


| 
| 


my whole heart; Lord, take it, tak* it, fill it 


with thy Love, ani pofeſs it for ever. And fron 
that very moin-nt, ſhe was rlled with joy and com: 


fort, and walked vecy chear:ully and conuortabl 
ſeveral Months, even unt!. God took her unt! 
himſclf. Here we {:e the truth of what I har 

2en treatin;; 0:5, the Lori made the blaſting: an! 
breakings of her 0::-w1rd Mn the means of rehred! 
ins aad comforting her inner, IT ſhould not haveſt 
this down, but chat 1 depen 1 upon the Credit C 
the R-lator. O Lord ! how unſeac<}.2ble are thy 
Judgments, and thy ways paſt finding out ! | 


ward Mn doth 4ecov an. p-riſh, is the Charatt: 
and Co:nfort of gracious Lerſons, That it istIX! 
Charact-:c, 2ppears, becaule tlie contrary 18 fr 


of wicked Perſons ;, tlicy arc curs'd in Sou!, w- | ty 


cr0%! \ 


and 
ſon 
nh 


We 
for 
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croſs in Body ;, their outward periſkings prove in- 
waz) periſhings alſo; tor then, uſually they mur 
mur and repine ;, fret againſt God and Inftrunicnts 5 
then, they think of nnful ſhirts and vnlaw- 
ſal means to get out of trouble ; when their ourward 
Mis hart by affliction, they hurt their Sonls by 
fn; by 1mpaticnce and diſcontent, as that wicke! 
King, who ſaid, what, ſhiil i wai: upon G1 an 
lnger ? but now we find the ſervarts o* Jie Lore, 
4s Eli, David, Tov, Micah, T:abaklnt wil offer, 
when their ontard comiorts jailed rom, then the 
ſubmitted to the will of Gal, flo to him fur in 
plies, truſted in him, and fo 5 the 2x5 fe of the: 
Faith ant P2ience, their $02 wors laprorte len! 
ſtrengthne. David expre%y conictieth that 1t 
was good toc him, that 15, for his Soul, his 7rne- 
Mn, that he ws afflicted. 7/4. 119. 71. And 
inthe Text, we l;ave the atteſtation of the Ypultte 
and Primitive Chriftians. 

And this is the comrort alſo of Gois Poor, 
that their greateſt outward evils, throngh rte 
goodneſs and hleZing of God, turn to their greateſt 
nyard good : and this makes them rejoyce in @t- 
flit'ons, and glory in tribulations; as Rom. 5. 2. 
to wir, becauſe of the Spiritual bznent they rect vc 
by atHliftions, and upon this very ground, God gives 
tht command, #/2b. 12, 12. Wherefore lift up 
the hands that bang down : that is, therefore be com- 
forted and encouraged. Therefore, wherefore ? 
decau'e of the great profit and ſweet fruits of Co's 
haſtnings upon his People : Therefore lift up the 
bands that bang down. As it is a comfort to a Man 
that hath a Wound in hi: Bedy, to have his Cloths 
torn off, that ſo his wound may be healzd ;, {v it is 
to have the diſeaſes of our Souls cured, tho ou: 
outward comforts be rent and torn from us, 

CT 3 ras 
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The Application, 


T. For Information. 

Firdl, iJence 1t appears, that there 1s a gre: 
difference between the Gudly and Ungodiy, in r: 
ference to atfliftions, bet7een the upright and th 
hypocrite: Ihe godly are the better, the wiz? 
are the worſe for aitliftion. The godly Man gal! 
in his 7zner Man, by his lofſes in his omward Me 
but the wicked in their afflictions commit mo: 
wickednels, and their (Corruptions break out mr: 
+0 the ruine of their ©ouls ; The Righteous holt 
cth on his way, altho* Briers and Thorns, ya 
Lyons be in his way, that tear and fpoil all 
outward Comforts ; and he that hath clean Han! 
and a clean Heart, groweth ftronger and ſtronge! 
even when his ourward Man grows weaker and weak 
er : Jo 17. 9. The wick-d in afflition are lis 

he trovhled Sea, that cafts up nothing but mi: 
and dirt, J/a. 57. 20s 

Szeondly, That an atflifted godly Perſon is in 
far better caſe than an aiflicted wicked Perſon, th 
the ailiction be of the ſame kind, meaſure and & 


gre2 *, becaute an a.:ii0tzd godly Perſon hath t: 
betrer grounds 0* Comfor: than the other ; fort! 
godly Man may he confident th-2t his atfliion © 
his outw..rd Man ſhall tend to ith good of his Soul 
but the ungoly hath ground enough to ſear, tid 
he ſhall be the worſe tor his attiiftion 3 the wick] 
ſhall grow worſe and worſe, Tho? all things nz 
11ppen alike to all. 4, to outward attlictions; Kt 
rhe godly have the beſt on'r upon this account, ths 
their outward alhict!. ns ſhall tend to their Inwatc 
Spiritual and Eternal Good : O, happy are the 
Pcopie that are in fuch a caſe, that no ow” 
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blow amiſs to them 5 bat that all the croſs and 
contrary wincls that they meet with, upen the Stor» 
my Sea of this World, {hall but further them in 
their Paſſage, and haften them to : cir karvour 

in Keaven. ified be the Lord cur God : d4iic7, 
Ttirdly, Then, a gracious perſon hath more and 
berter ground 0! I atience, quietn©!'s and Conten= 
tation under a!l his atntictions than 2 wicked Porion 
hath; becauſe every gracious Perſon hath good 
ground to hope, bcheve and conciacde, that, bis 
good God is doing him good, doing his Soul good, 
by all the tronbles on his eatyard Man; and having 
ground to hope, belicre and conclude fo, he hath 
00d ground of Patience a1d Contentation. Now 
a Child of God hath good gruuni to hope, believe 
and conclude ſo; becauſe he hath the faith: i) 
word of the true and faichful God, for to ground 
his Hope and Faith upon ; who hath ſaid, that a!l 
things ſhall work together for good to his P<vylr + 
if ail things, then aiflicticons 5 Bom, $. 235. Aud 
that all things are theirs; 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. 
things preſeat, all their preſent ſufferings and 
troubles are theirs; that is, fhall work for their 
Spiritual good ; and God's word tells us exprelly, 
Hebr, 12, 10. that all our chaſtiſements are for 
our profit, our greateft profit; namely, to make 
vs partakers of God's Holineſs ;, to purge away our 
Sins, 1/a, 27. 9. tomake us conformable to Chriſt; 
and to fit and prepare us for that far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of Glory, 2. Cor. 4. 17. 
Here we have a ſure word of Promiſe; the God 
of Truth, who cannot Lye, the Alrighty God, 
( who is able to perform his promiſes ; which pro- 
miſes flow from his cverlaſting Loveand unſearch- 
able goodneſs & mercy, and are founded in the full 
ſarlfattion of Jeſus Chriſt, in whom they are 
C 4 ade, 
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made, and through whom they ſhall be fulfilled: 


to aſſure us of the truth of them.) I ſay the Al 
mig!!ty God hath engaged his word, that all the 
ſu?-rings of his Children ſhall work for the geo 
of their Souls; which is a moſt firm ground of 
Paticnce, Contentation and Conſolation to them, 
When I can believe and be perſwaded in my Soul, 
that all my affli&ions ſhall promote the welfare of 
my Sou!, I have all the reaſon in the World to he 
patient and content under them : Our great care 
melt be to look to this, that we be the Heirs of 
the Fromiſes; and if we be in Chrift, really united 
to Chrift, grafted into him, made partakers of 
his Spirit, Lite, and Grace ;, then are we the Heirs 
of * 1:2 Promiſes, Hebr. 6. 17, 18. Gal. 2. laſt; 
and we being the Heirs of the promiſes, we hare 
rounds of Patience, becauſe God hath promiſed 
2!] ſhall work tor our good : and then next, that 
we ma'” ©: 4ble with patience to bear our affiii- 
ons , wc + labour to keep theſe promil*s till 
n cur c.-, looking to them, an to the lore, 
£009neh, fairhfulneis and all-ſutticiency of God in 
them,and looking unto jcſus,through whoſe ſatisfa- 
&tion and mM<.. :tion they come to us, and labouring 
to ke2p cur Ey-s,the Eyes of Faith and Hope,hxed 
on tho{2 prom.:{es,traſtin® in God,and relying upon 
him ; and ſo ſhall we Z- <ble in our Patience to 
poeſs our Sonls ; an Patience will do us great 


ſervice in atfidtion. for altho* it cannot keep ws | 
from miſcry, it wilt keep us from being miſerable: | 
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for ve can ne''c; he miſcrable. ſo long as we hare | re 


an intercft in Chriſt, and through lim, in the pro- 
miles, Now Faith in the promiſes is both the 
bre=der and feeder of Patience, let Faith live, and 
Patience will not dye : let Faith be preſent, and 
Patience will not be abſent 5 and through _ 
an 
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2nd Patience we ſhall inherit the promiſes, Oh, 
then, let us labour to live by Faith, and ftrive tv 
keep up our aith in Att and Exerciſe ;, and in {pe 
cial, upon the real Spiritual Goo, that our good 
Ged will bring to our inner Mar, by the decays and 
periſhings 0: our outward, he having promiſed {0 
to do, and he being "aichtul who hath promiſed ; 
and lec us allo labuur to hve in hopes and expettati- 
0ns0/ thac good, praying alſo conſtantly tor increaſe 
ofour :aith and itiope, io ſhall webe able with Pa- 
tience to endure to the end, and be ſaved, 

Certainly it is every ones concernment, ro know 
and conſider, that Man confifts of two Parts, the 
jner and outer Man, and which of the two is beſt, 
and ougnc to be moſt minded, and principally 
lboked after? for moſt live, as 1i* they had Bodies 
only, and no Souls ;, or, i! they have Souls, chat 
they need not much minding, but fay, they leave 
the care of them to Go1 :. whereas indeed, it is the 
ware, the ſatery and ſalvation of our Souls, that 
ve all {houi4 5c nuvi folicions about, What ſhall 
u profit 4 Mun (1+, h our Saviour) if he gia the 
whole Worli, an! ets bis 6mm Soul ? 

Sin is the Diſeaſe ot the Soul, and Holtne!s the 
healrh of the Soul, and atHidtions are God's Phy- 
ick ro eFe& this Cure by; ſurcly then, we had 
detter take the Phylick, the ivcmedy, tho" ir mare 
us fick, than keep ovr Liſeaſe, which wiil make 
w Die, and rat eternally : rt: Remedy is berrer 
than the Diſea:e. So chat when our merciful Fa- 
ther. the only wiſe Ged, (ees, rhur the blaſtings £4 
dreakings of our outward Comforts, are proper 
means to keep vsfrom, an to purge from u., 2c 
ritual :iſeaſes, onr fins , which not purged 
would deftroy our inzer Mai, gur Sous; an : 

C5 there- 
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therefore uſeth this means, what cauſe have wet, N 
endeavour in God's ſtrength, patiently, quietly al 
comfortably, to bear all our breaches and periſ. 
ings of our outward Man ? yea, and to praiſe an} 0! 
bleſs the Lord, that he will take this courſe with T 
us, thus to chaften us here in this World, that w} ur 
may not be condemned with the World _ pe 
ter; 1 Cor. Il. 32, 

Fourthly, It follows alſo from the Premiſes, th: 
wicked Men are fools, very fools, yea, mad fo} H 
and cruel to their own Souls, becauſe all their ay ® 
is for their Bodies, and none at all-for their Souk; off 
they provide for the Servant, but neglett the My W 
ſter ;, provide for the Horſe, but forget the 8 9: 
der; Eccl. 10. 7, We have ſeen, how little ca til 
God takes of the outward Man, but beats and br 
that many times, that he may ſecure and preler 
the inner Man of his People. my 

And alſo wicked Men are cruel to their own Soul Kt 
Prov. 8. 36. He that ſinneth againſt God, wrong} ©! 
Þis own Soul, Ts it not a madneſs, carefully topry 0: 
ſerve the Box, but loſe the Jewel ? to ſpend pr the; 
cions time, ſtrength, thoughts, cares, pains, a der 
Mans days, in feeding, cloathing, preſerving tf + 
outward Man, but let the poor Soul ſtarve, peri 
2nd be eternally loft ? ifthere be any cruelty out} 
tlell, this is a great piece of it, 

Fifthly, Te tollows alſo, that the continuance] 
octward Comforts is not to be expe&ted, Tit 
wili be witherings, decays, periſhings of our 6 
ward Man ;, it cannot be avoided ; our health Z ' b 
cale, and peace, will not abide always with 5 
our dearcft Relations muſt bid us farewel, this q ; 
earthly Tabk:.raacle muſt ſhortly be put off; q ©) 
carmot live always: all things hcre are mule 
any angeablez w2 lee tiiis by EXPETICNCE y | 
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moment ; our pleaſant ar.d lovely Companions in 
the fleſh, our deareſt rricnds in Chriſt our Youk- 
fellows, the deſires of our Eyes, the comforts of 
our lives they and we muft part. 7/l. 29. 6. 
This fully believed, and ſeriouliy contidered, would 
unglue our afteQtions from thele things, and pres 
pare us to part with-chem 5 that our parting with 
them be not ſo grievous to us,as uſually it is, Could 
weuſe theſe things as we do our Gloves on our 
Hands, which we can with eaſe pluck oft; and not 
the ſkin on our Hands, which cannot be pulled 
of but with m1ch pain and ſmart, It were good 
widom for ns ofren to look on a!! our earthly com- 
forts, as things that we cannot long enjoy 5, as 
things that we muſt needs ſhortly part with ;, this 
ny healch, ray cftace, my caſe, my relations, I muft 
part with, 0d 7 :10w not bow ſoon, a parcing time 
muſt come : T his ©cu! and Boily muſt part, and {9 
keep ſuch thoughts in our minds, and ofren to 
conader 0f it, would help to moderate our aRect- 
ons to them while we cnjoy them, and to unploy 


' them tor Gel, and aiſy if would prevent Gur 3mmo+ 


date ſorrow for the 1:5 of ihem, becauſe we exe 
pecizd ſuch loſes, anu 0:00 account of th2m bee 
tore they came ; but we 2rc 09 often ſarpriſed,and 
thereroie to2 0fton gvercumm. with forrow. 

Sixtily, Tr. folows from che premiles, that the 
Srrants of Gd hare no cruc cauſe os reaton to be 
Wcouraged, difquictod v7 dcjetted, when their 
trad Min porifit tt, their ontward Comforts 
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that, 
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Chat they have a building with God, an Houſe ng 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens, ſug 
will not be troubled when their Houſes of Clay he 
Ein to totter 5 no, but rather, they groan earnek. 
ly to be cloathed upon with their Houſe which i 
from Heaven, 2 Cer. 5. 1,2, 3» And that God; 
Servants may thus be willing to put off ther 
earthly Tabernacles, and exchange them for Hez 


venly Houſes, God is working upon them, and in 
them, this willingneſs, as Vere 5, by his Spirit,hi 
Word, and by his Chaſtiſements, breaking ani 
blafting their earthly Com'orts, weakning thei 
bodies, to make them willing to leave them, an/ 
to long for thoſe everlafiing habitations, whid 
their dear Lord hath prepared for them ;, Fobn 14 
1, 2, 3- And forthe more effeftual working « 
God's People tothis willingneſs, he gives unto then 
the earneft of the Spirit, which is the earncft 0 
their Inheritance, untill the Redemption of 
purchaſed Poſſeſſion, Eph. 1. 13, 14. and | 
$. 23}. We which have received the Firft-frui 
of the Spirit groan within our ſelves, waitin 

the Adoption, to wit, the Redemption 0 

Boches.. 

Now this Earneſt or Firft-fruits of the Spr 
which mn ſome meaſure God gives to all his peopt 
here in this life, to prepare them for Glory, i 
ca!l-d alſo the Scal of the Spirit, Fpheſ. 1. 1} 
Ajter ye believed, ye were ſealed. Now, this 
of the Spirit, i take to be, the ſaving Wor 
Graces and Fruits of the Spirit in us ; asthe Wot 
of truc >nd ſound iNumination, true Convittion 0 
our Sinand Miſery, and 0” the Creatures Vanity; 
of our own jimpot- ncy 2nd utter inſufficiency to he 
or ve our. (elves ;, and 0 Chriſt's Excellency, Al 
lafficiency and' willingneſs to fave all ſuch as = | 
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mto him, and are heartily willing to take him 
for their onely Lord and Saviour; all this is the 
work of the Spirit : As alſo, ſound Converſion 
from all Sin unto God, as the chief good ; the 
Fpirit enabling the Soul to repent and turn to 
Gol; and alſo working in the Soul the Grace of 
Faith, enabling it to come to Chriſt, to receive 
him, accept of him, reſt upon him, and to reſign 
it ſelf up fincerely to him and to his Government, 
byhis Word and Spirit. The Spirit works San- 
lification in the Soul, deftroying the old corrupt 
Principles of Nature, and implanting new Prin- 
eiples of ſpiritual Life , making it partaker of 
the Divine Nature; mortifying in it the lufts of 
the fleſh, and quickning it to newneſs of life; re- 


| pairing the Image of God upon it, and working all 


thoſe other Graces, which are the Conditions of 
Pardon and Juſtification; as true love to God and 


Chriſt, to his Word and People; true Fear of 


God, forrow for, and hatred of Sin; producing 
thoſe Fruits mentioned, Galar. 5. 22, 23. as Pa- 
tience , Meekneſs, Humility, and the like, Alſo 
the spirit helps the Soul to att thoſe Graces, and 
to perform thoſe Duties required'of us. in order 
to our Salvation: It guides and leads, and teach- 
ethus, helps our Infirmities, teacheth us to pray, 
and carrieth on the whole work of SanCtification 
in us. And this I take to be the Seal of the Spi- 


| rit; when tho'e ſaving Impreſſions and Habits of 


Grace and - olin-ſs are wrought in and upon the 
Soul, whereby the Soul is made in ſome meaſure 
like unto Chriſt Feſ#us, being by the Spirit united 


4] to him, planted and grafted-in him, and by ver- 


tue of its union with him, made partakers of his 
Life and Grace, whereby it lives and grows, until 
it come to the State of Perfection in the other 

ord, This 
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This Spirit thus ſavingly working, is God's Se 
upon our Flearts, the Scal of his everlaſting loven 
our Souls, and of hi everlaſcir 7 Covenant which he 
hath entred into with us, V hich he will never «& 
face or blotout ;, and it is allo the Earneſt of ay 
Inheritance ;, that thereby we may confidently con 
clade to our great comfort, that, as ſure as | 
hath gIvcn us his Spirit, thus ſav ingly to work in 
us thote gracious Works, this gracious Change, 
this true R-penrance, and Faith and Love, ant 
Holincls, an4 other Graces ; even (0 ſure ! Ie wi 
give us the Inheritance in Heaven at la: x 
ſurely as he hath ſanQified us, ſo ſurcly he hat! 
juſtified us, and will glorifie us ; For this is th 
Seal, this is the Earneſt, And upon this account 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Zzuing thy Seal, this Earl 
this comfortable Aſſurance of a 521tor ft. ue, ard of : 
better life aft-r this, m2 groan earneſiy io be dat 
upon retth our bovje which . yo £er:h 5, Thatne 
may poſſeſs that glorious dar ot Takericnd 
of which we now have the can Rt; we long tt 
enjoy the full Har” c, or which wc have reccive 
the Firft-fruirs, and conſequently, we that have 4 
ceived theſe | irit- TU its, | this ble{ſo4 Earneſt; har 
no cauie to be troube.l or c1{quie* 2d hen theſe dr 
earthly Tabernacles b<gin ro decay and periſh; 
becaule we are wrought by Cod's Sp 'ris ior a bt 
ter ſtate; an, as was aid, not only the Sf pirit & 
God workers 7;s5 milinonefs to a! , by work! In th 
Graces in thc Soul, as you {2<;, Fat alſo Accor: 
panying Arietions, an bletung them, to at 
cihe our Aﬀectiions to carthly tings, and helf 
to NHolincG in or.ivr to our er-:nal Ha; ppincs 
ani theretforc allo vught the more patiently to |: 
endured, 


: 
Serent, 
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ven! geventhly, Then it is the chiefeſt wiſdom in the 
1 te World, for every one of us to labour to become 
[ (t-} real Saints, to get into a ftate of ſaving Grace ; 
F Ou and often to ſearch and try our ſelves, and never 
cv» w give over ſearching and trying, until we come 
S Ie} to ſome well-grounded Afurance, That we are 
K it} indeed truly Regenerated, and that we have a 
nget real Intereft in Feſus Chriſt, tor this Aſſurance 
al} may be attained, and we are commanded to give 
Will gl diligence 0 attain it, 2 Pet. 1. 10. It is not bare 
+ 8} wiſhes or deſires will ſerve the turn, but we munft 
ati} labour and ftrive after it, and be much in elf- 
tif examination, 2 Cor. 13.5. How is it poſſible we 
ou an have any true comfort living or dying, if we 
4 haveno Aſſurance of a better Life; and fo long 
f | 3 we know not whether we ſhall go to Heaven 0: 
024 Hell when we dic; We all have been too negli- 
a "4 gent in labouring after this Afſurance ; let us la- 
anceh ment it, and let us all now begin to beftir our 
5 0} (elves, and in God's ſtrength lay out our utmoſt 
1% are and pains in the uſe of all means to get the 
er clear evidences of our peace with God, and that 
we are in a pardoned and reconciled ftate; for 
upon this Affurance, we ſhall have this Advan- 
riſh tage above all others, that we ſhall not be troubled 
1 nor much dilquieted , when our outward man 
# *} doth decay and periſh, our earthly comforts tail 
14 us, our bodily Members wither z, becauie all theſe 
or} decays and waftings do but make way, and pre- 
a! pare us for the happineſs 0. our Souls, Whereas, 
icy on the contrary , it. mit needs be an uncom- 
Ky fortable thing, to 104; upon a decaying Body, 
and be altogether uncertain what will become of 
the Soul when it leaves this Bodv : Jt muft needs 
make Death terrible. But when we know that. 
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our Souls at death ſhall enter ito our Maiizy's ; 
we ſhall bid Death welcom, 


The Eighth Inference. 
From what hath been ſaid, we may draw og 
Rule of Tryal ro us all, whereby we may kn”. 
whether we be true ceal Chriftians or no, or on! 
nominal, and but formal Profeſſors, viz. by ti 
rcal good ro our Souls that our Atfliftions tas 
done us; we all have had AMictions of one kin Ti 
or other; let us examine wha. ſpiritual good wh 
have got by them: look over th- wrmer PurÞ" * 
culars, and apply them. 7 
Tt is a true fign of a Child of Gol, to be th ly 
betrer for Proſperity and Adverſirs, 211.1 ©mmony = 
more the hetter for Adverſity than -or 7» , p-rity, Pf 
But left we ſhould be miſtaken, I puant, [i ly 
Afiftion may work ſome good in ch< nypocrit 
cal Profeſſors, as on Abab and Nineveh, But n 
theſe Differences. 


emp 
the 


Fir, On the Godly, Aﬀliftions work good moſt G 
on their inward man, on their Soal> ;, although. 
they work good alſo on their Converſacions; th” 
ſweet fruits of Atidtions appear alſo in-their Lins" 
But on others, if Atfliftions do work anv good 
all, it is moftly on their outward man; they mal 
by them be outwardly reclaimed an4 reform: 
but not inwardly renewed an1 ſanftified. No 
there is a vaſt difference between outward Ret! : 
mation and inward Renovation, 


ans y 
ave | 
* Carr 
we 
e Fru 
ur ( 
al pr 
241, The fruit of Affliftion on the Godly 1s "oh 
tmually increaſing and growing ;, it is 9 chu 
Kay by day; as in the Text. But the Fruit 0! / ul 


flition upon others, is like a- morning ion, - rar 


Ariat 
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xy dox1, which the Sun-blaft of Profperity dries 
lp, and blows all of. Thoſe ſeeming Fruits 

of Humility, of Sentiblcneſs, Patience, Inclinati- 

ns to good Duties, Reſolutions againft Sin, Tc. 

Mhich appear in ſome in time of their Afrliftion, 

"Er all blaſted and withered 2zgain, when their Af- 

bs IRions aie removed, £Eof. 6. 4. 

Wan nidy, The Fruit of Afiftion upon the Godly 

" & more afterward than at preſent, Zeb. 12. 11. 

-Jut on others *Tis moſt at preſent, oven while the 

"*ÞPAigion is upon tim; then they will ſeek God 

bh and earnefily ; but when the Atfiittion is 

r, they grow remiſ; and careleſs, And ch, 

Pat this were net the tanit of too many of the 

J {body ! It is the After-fruit of R:zhtcoutnels, the 

\ripemplary Holineſs of our Live: afterwards, that 

- nareÞ the good Fruit of ſanctified Afiliciions, which 

-muſt bring forth, to cvidence :he Love of our 
aher to ns in his Chaſtnin;: of us, and our ſÞi- 

»ofiÞ"al Profit by thoſe Chatritements, It is not fo 

pt how we behave our ſc1-c5 in the time of our 

- t tietions, (though that muſt be minded alſo. and 

Liv ul we muſt be to carry our ſelves as Chris 
ans under the Croſs; ) fer an 4*:5 may then 

Ee himſelf welt : but the freac rater 1s, how 

oF ary our ſelves airer our Attidtions; that 

No? we dear and bring forth the quiet and peace- 

veg fruits of Righteouſneſs ;, that we ſhew forth 

our Converſations, the Fngular good and ſpi- 
al profit that we have gct by our AtRiftions 5 

« (on VE are become more holy. more heavenly, 

eWi ble, meck, lowly, 1120re tonder-hearted, more 

F i-p-Mful and circnmſpeat, mere zealous of good 

wm, 4, more charirabl-, more careful in all things 

FL: pleaſe God, This is that will clearly prove, 
Thar 
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ſhall have cauſe to bick Gol for tity, ofa 
> (33 

Ir? 7 mrſs bf y 34} -fs I ( 
Foun WY, The promiled 1003 ail 1ICNNG 0 954 
Affliction, 13 the main thing which the gra " 
Scul moitiy defireth, praycth tor. and hopes a "ns 


expetts ; Thus he breati;sz O, that this fi 


may be a ftroke of Love ; O, that this Aitlift 
may do good to my ward man; O, that my 


may be purged in thoſe tires, and cleanſe 
thoſe Waters of Afiction, that I may bringm 


all the blcfied Fruits of AﬀMiftion ;, and O, . 


God would accompliſh all lis gracious ends vp 
my Soul, by kis Chatiſements :; but it 1s not 
with others; they cry, Lord, remove tiy bu 


take away my Aftidtion, 


117 
Ly - 


i5 
, = 
11 


& + 
L 


Fiſthly, The gracious Soul underſtands Gol! 
ngn in AMittion. 01 earneſtly defires to k 
tie whole Mind of +41. and why the Lords 
tendeth with him; anu hears the Voice 0 
Ro:l, ſearch2th for 15% Sin, for the Vlaguedt 


Palrs 
all $ 


1 fg: 


wit) 
port 
are 

trou! 
N 
2ttai 
ſtat 
Grac 
haye 


ow" [jcart; repent» 2n{ torn 'o Gall thro 
caſts away the Tiois of his heart, reſolves aþ 
his Corruption ; pravs and hopes for the bi 
of his Attiction ; ani thereupon he labolr 
ſubmit to the holy Will of God, and patient! 
bear his Affiftions, But *- is not fo with 
they are not ſollicitous 2'2L 1. hc atraining 0 
ſpiritual 270d to their Souls; fo rhey can & 
the Affliction, they care for no more: Wis 


the gracious Soul js afraid that he ſhall lo, 


bencfit of his Affiftions , and therefore Is" 
earneſt with God for it. 


1 


v&* 
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mn Sixthly, The gracious Soul ſeeks a 'Reparation 
ofall his Lofſes, an:l a Balance to all his Troubles 
in God "through Ctrijt, and in God's Covenant, 
} 25m, 22. 5. and there he finds it in ſome mea- 
4 ſare, which ſtayerh and quietet}: him : -When the 
Ov Freams of all Creature-comforts fail him, he re- 
vo} pairsto God the Fountain, and there he lies ſor 
1 all Supplies, Z/.72 21. 14. P/alm 142. 4, 5» Re- 
1 fug: foiled me, no 142 cared for my Soul, I cried 
wo thee, 0 Lord, 1 ſaid, thou art my refuge and my 
portion in the land of rhe living. But the Ungodly 
-4 ace firangers to this courſe in the time of their 
trouble, 

+» Now theſe things conſidered, we may by them 
T xttain_in ſome meaſure the knowledge of our 
cate, whether we be godly or no; in a ftare of 
Grace or no, to wit, by the real good our Sou ls 
hare gotten by our bodiiy troubles, 


ul So much for hijormation. 

Uh 314 

7 I. Theſecond Uſe is of Conſel to God's affliffed 
: © Peple, when their carthly Comforts wither and 


4 Kay, 

ed 
*} 1. Bar the Indioution of the Lord , take his 
ſ+ blows with patience, acknowledge his hand, ſtoop 
Ls end ſubmit to his Wills, He is your gracious, wiſe, 
mercitul Father that ſmites you 5 he intends you 


u 0 hurts He that loves you better than you can 
_ bre your ſelves; Fe that Redeemed you, and he 


_{ftat knows what is beft for you; He thac intends 
*l for your good, and will cauſe all things to work 


hn r your good: therefore in your patience poſſe/$ 
cies * Souls, and quietly ſubmit to his good 
| ll, 

KY 


2, Search 
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2, Search your Hearts and try your VWays,and ty} 4, 
bim that j3:ir.th your, Commune with your ogguite 
Hearts; Caii to remembrance your neglet fhke x 
Duty to Go and Man ; your n-glett of the Solſares, 
of your Relations; your carcele(s perſormanefeire 
holy Duties; your mil-ipending your Talentf ou 
your earthly anil unp:conable * itcauries, Ye, Titomal 
15 a time for Heart-rarching, 2 '.ne for the wiefto 
of your ways, Lamentat. 3. 40. Jn t*2 diy of Alnyek, 
fity confider : Conſider witeretore G2 alidts yoſouls 
conlider whar you have don? agrinſt God, afnd ti 
what your preſent Duts is; Rent of your fear fi 
mer miſcarriages, hnr 1.2 your v 1ve* unite: GofWork 
mighty hand : and att Faith on tl Lord JeſuÞeare 
Remiſhon, an by }aith ia5onr to draw fires; n 
of Grace to reform ani v-r!; and 'o comlis E 
with Gol lafirn {1 his Cucrettions, which ence 
tof2ke aw.” our Su, ant tu make YO! partarf (ue 
of his TTylineſ*, An 

La your 4 ions conſu't ©.” : Word, ale | 
be converſant ther-with, and conform thereafudion 
Nw learn xp G47: Procerts, POlm 119.4 1, 
New et ſir ptr flzps r' yu .7 je tr, 1 E). 12, 1-Piyot 
Go#: 9» * vor will fin © fFweet Counſcls andUppriit 
ſolatiors precious Promiſes , encouraging Pon | 
ample of Faith 141 Patienc?;, ſupporting, quand ' 
ning and ft--rgthning Arguments : Had it Treat 
been for God's Word, Navid had p-riſbed in kgouh 
flition O, therefore now ſtudy the Scriptuquore 
and make them your Meditation Night and Dploy 
acquaint your ſelves with God's Word, and IFTt 0 
it, and yield up your ſelves to the obedience of Þ Gc 
holy Fob in his AfMiftion, efteemed the Word of ts: 
ebove his neceſſary Food ;, and David, abo Gli - 
Sthoer, 
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ul 4, Learn and comply with God's Deſigns in 
' ondaſtening You : His main Degas are theſe; To 
Q dtake away Our Strs, Ila, 27. 9. ie takes away our 
Sdſares, to deſtroy our Daltlahs;, te removes the 
nceKefre of our Eves, to conſume the Defilements 
lentff our Hearts, God defigns the puritying of us, 
- Thomake us clean and holy, and fit Veltels ter him- 
2 nifeifto dwell in, to make us partakers of hi: holi- 
Altheſs, and conformable to his Son 5, to make our 
$ joouls better ;, to draw us off from all our 7dols, 
d, zhnd to draw usnearer to limſelt, and to prevent 
ur ear finning here, and our condemno”ion with the 
- GafWorld hereafter. O blefſed, graciyus Ends our 
eſuÞearenly Father hath in all his Chauiſements of 
trenhs; now it's our Duty to comply with thefe 
conſis Ends, and purſue them with utmoſt dili- 
*11Ch Þpence, 
ta} (veſt, But how ſhall we purſue thoſe Ends ? 

nſw, Firſt, by deep and ſerious Meditation upon 
mh Wiſe few ſpecial things fit to be thought on in Af- 
NereFiton, 
119.4 1, Think ſeriouſly on the meritorious Cauſes 
, 12-Þyour Afflition; ſearch .or your Sins; ler your 
nd UPpirits make diligent ſearch for your Sins; for 
ing ow God is ſearching for your Sins, Fc" 10.6. 
, Quand we ſhould ſet in with him, and think how 
4 it Freatly you have provoked him, how unkindly 
n Fo have dealt with him ;, againſt w..at Light and 
riptupuore, and Mercy you have ſinned; and think 
nd Vpuoupon the deſcrt of your Sins; you are now un- 
nd ar outward Atiiftions, but where had you been, 
ce 0 Þ God ha4 dealt with you according to your De- 
1rd of ts? Call to mind your Sins, and repent, and 
Goli Ftorm ? | 
2, Think ſeriouſly on the D2figns of God in al 
Wc Troubles, what good Jacentions God hath 

in 
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in them ;, that he aims at nothing but your re; 
ſpiritual, and cternal good It he break you 
earthly Comforts, waſte your Eftates and iodix 
it i5 for the good 0! your »0als;, be perſwaded« 
this, contider 1t, and lay it tv heart, 

3- | hink ;erioully of the Love of God in Chri 
to you,in ali your .\tnietions;, they come from; 
Fatherly Love, he lees that you need them, thy 


doth chaſtiie you, becauſe he loves you, and þ 
cauſe you are his Chilaren, 

4. Think alſo, how infinitely better God deg 
with you, than with others, whom he chaſtns 
not here, but reſerves tkem for the Wrath 
come , unto everlaſting Defrruttion ;, in comp! 
riſon of which, all your heavieſt Atrlictions he: 
arc not as mnch as Flea-bitings, 

s. ihink alſo upon the many exceeding g« 
and precious Promiſes which Ged. hath made! 
you, for your ſupport: As, thar be will be 
you ;, rill never leave you;, that all ſhall work mg" 
for your good: that be Toill uphold yuu ; and mu 
{uch. 

6. Think ſeriouſly and deeply on that # 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glury, tor wi 
all your AfJiftions do preporc vou., T vas be mii 
in Meditation on tho'e things | 

Laflly, "Think upon 2 Syfierings of Chri 
you ; bz bitter Agony, and bloody Sweat in tt2 5! 
den ;, bus cruel, curſed, ſhameful, painſul Dz1th ont 


your Sous will periſh without them ;, and nt 


Croſs, Tha.53.10. Thus if we exerciſe our Though * 


A, 


in theſe Conftiderations, it will help us to 5 
attaining the gracious Ends of God in his Cz 
Kiſrments., 
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Secondly, As by Medirztion, lo by Prayer we muſt 
rſve God's Lads ; MNow pray, pray continually, 

rty without ee9ſzg 5, pray ww it earneſtly, moſt fer- 


| jeatly; ſtrive and wreſtle wich Gud in Frayer, as 


Facob did for the Bleſjung ; {o ſhoull we pray, and 


| continue 1h.mt 17 priyer, that ol would accom- 


liſh all his blefled Detigns upon our Souls, and 
perform his whole Work, 

Ttirdly, By Faith in Chriſt, and in the Promiſes; 
for no Blefiing comes to the 50ul any way, but in 
and by Fejus C:irift;, and only in and through him 


| ve the Promiſes fulfilled : Therefore in all our Af 
{ fictions, we muſt look unto F-/%s, as unto him, 


through whoſe hands the Aflidtion com-s unon 
w; forall our Atlivtions come through his hand ; 


4 ad the bleſhng of them comes through his hand 


ao; alt Faith on all that Fe/%s hath done and 
ufered for you; and upon what he is doing for 


| youin Heaven 5 and upon what gracious Promiſes 


ke hath made to you ; and the more you can att 
futth ou Ckrist, the more you will love him ;, and 


4 the more you love him, the more patiently and 


comfortably you will bear his Chaftiſements; as 


q mowing that they procecd from his Love to you, 
"4 Rev. 3+ 19, 


INI, The 128 I: is for Conſol tion ; The Text and 


q Potrine is very full of Comfort, If this be a 
2 Truth that 1 have held out ; 7hat 22 periſhings and 


willings of the outward man, of the Perpl: of God, 
tend to the renewing of their inward mans, then Ict 
tone of God's People he diſcourrged or dejetted, 
Whatever Afliftions befal them 5, Poverty, Sicl- 
nels, Reſtraint , loſs of Relations, Eftates ; Re- 
member and confiler, what great Spiritual] Good 


Ul hall certainly produce to you, and what 2 gra- 
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cious iſſue all your Afflictioas ſhall have ny 


you ;, aid therefore faint not, nor be weary; ) 
be quiet an4l comtorted, 


Queſt, But whez: 1:1y we take Comfort in ow #| the 
ftidtons ? | gi 
Anſw. 1. When God's ſmiting you, work in 
you true Turning unto God, Ia. g. 13. Jer. 31.1 
I9, 20. for then Afﬀlition procecds from Gu 
Love, and turns to your goad. O, the yernj 
Bowels of God towards returning Sinners, 
2. When by Chaſtiſcments we ar: made je 
takers of God's . iolineſs, made more holy, z 
more conformable to Chrift than formerly, # 
12, IO. T 
3- When God's Soveraignty works 1n us! 
lence and ſubmiſhon; as in Eli, Dauil, z 
others. 
4. When God's Rods on us make us mi 
obedient to his Law, P/ulm. g4. 12, 13. © 
119. 67. 7I. 
5, When God's Righteouſneſs in what he «: 
gives quietnels and latisfaction to the Soul; 
Dian. 9 14. Nebem. 9. 32. [ Vz2 
6. When Aftiitions put us upon Seli-exami 
tion, and ſearchings for our Sins, Zim. 3.4 
Gen, 42. 21, _ 
7. When in Afiitions we can ſee God's tai 
fulncſs, making good his Promiſes, Pjalm 115-7 
He hath promiſed to withhold no good ring. = 
2, When we hope and bclicve, that God % 
give us more, and better things, than thoſe 
takes from 1s, 2 Chron, 25, 9g. Palm go. 14!) 
Jja. 35. 6. R 
9. When God's Wiſdom contents us + that © 
cauſe God is only wiſe, and knows beſt, what 5% 
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for ns, this contents us, 1/a. 28. 27, 28. Infinite 
Wiſdom hath ordered it. 

10. When we can firmly helieve that God's 
Love is in all his Chaſtiſements, Zeb, 12,5, All 
theſe things will produce Comfort in all our Af. 


| fiftions; eſpecially when we can ſee theſe Effects 


in ſome meaſure brought forth in us, we may 


| conclude , that God's gracious Detign proſpers 


us, 

Could we but find that our inward man grows 
better, and that we grow and flouriſh in Grace, 
when our outward man doth decay and periſh, we 
ſhould not faint, 


The good Lord grant that this may be the good Ef- 
felt of all ny Afflitions, 
Amen, 


So much of the Firſt Dart, 
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Orthodox Paradox: 
OR, THE 


Greateſt I emporal Evil work 
ing the greateit Eternal 
(Good. 


2CORk 

For our light Aflidtion which is but fa 
a moment, worxeth for ws a far mit 
exceeding ana eternal weight i 


Glory. 


IV. 17. 


HIS the ApoJe brings 
that holy Courage that he and the * 


in as 2 Reaſon Us, 


|T 


bles, that they di4 not faint, but rather, they i 
fgength;, and as theis oupard mas periſhed, 


mitive Ckrifizns had under all cheir T9; 
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manit 
God's 
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ſouls, their better part, flouriſhed and proſpered ; 
$in the foregoing Verle ; For (laich he) 9: ligi 
on, KCC 

In which Reaſon or Argument we may 0d'erve, 

1» The Nature ot the Saints "Troubles 5, they 
we Aﬀections, 

2 The Qualitics of them ;, they are Jight, an& 
but for a moment. 

2, The Tendency of them, or their ſublervien- 
ctotheir eternal good, throv gh God's !Iciling on 
them; they work for #s 4 far more exceeding and 
nerul weight of Glory. 


1, For the Nature of the Saints Troubles, they 
we Aﬀiict z0ns, and our Aﬀſii tions : All the Saints 
Troubles in this Life are Afiidions, and but Affii- 
tims; they are not properly Funiſhments, inflicted 
them, to make Sati>faCtion for Sin, . They are 
tot DeſiruRtions., no, they are _—_ Affit frons, The 
mginal word is 6 Als, which tenineth a pref- 
in, from the efett of them on "the Saints z- for 
lley are ſer:t co preſs out their hidden Corrupti- 
0s, that were i n the -.cart undiſcovercd to make 
naifeſt that which lay hid bctore. A{f-:4.t0r 1354s 
bod's Wine-preſs alſo, to preſs out the tweet Wine 
0 Grace, -that ir may m_ in Act and EXCrCiiee 
Itis alſo God's Fallers-pr , b9 prels 0! It the in» 
rd ipots and d + dg their Sou SAUCE» 
are not to the 5LMLS ExCccutions of V enIcance, 
mDeftruQions, as they are to 0:1127s, Tettruttion 
on Deftruftion 3 that is, une Troupe and Di- 
eh won anothe r: * ſo they are to the Wicketl, 

2. They 7 are our 4fitom too ; this may note, 
rſt, the commonnet of them to ail men, 1 Cz. 
1.13. No Temytation betals us, but wit 5 


i mon to Mon, ro all Men, and moſtly, to all 


3p lt 1s their Lot, thc! 4 [or AN, Jus IC 1S 
my 


1} 2 Go.J's 
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Go1l's Gift to them, Phil, 1. 29, Secondly, It may 
note the Propriety the Saints have in their Afiig; 
075, and Beneht they have by them. Theſe Aft. 
tHons are ours, I Cor. 3. 22, All things are Jon 

. * 79 * ] 
things preſent ; the preſent Aflitions are our: 
that is, they are ſandtified, and made profitable 
us; they are our Friends, Friends to our Soul 
not our Foes; they are our Helps,not our Harns; 
they are ours in common alſo ; they are th 
Churches Troubles ;, others ſympathize with w, 
and they count our Aflidtions theirs. 

And if this be ſo, what reaſon have we to fair 
and fink under our Troubles, ſeeing they are by 
AfMiftions, not Deſtruttions, and ſeeing they ar 
ours alſo, for our good and advantage, appointel 
and ordered to us by the loving Hand of or 
only-wiſe God and gracious Father ; and ſein; 
all the People of Gol have a ſhare in them, by uz 
of ſympathy, and we have a ſhare in their Prajen 
for us, therefore we faint not. 


2. The ſecond Branch of this Argument is th 
Quality of thoſe Aiilictions, exprefled here by tm 
words, 1. They are light, #aapgg! 7:ve th 
fame word in Mar. 11. 30. My burden # light ;, thi 
is, it is tolerable, ſufferable, ſach as may be ends 
red and ſaffered : Chriſt's Government 1s not it 
tolerable, neither are the Athictions of his People 


ObjeF, But how can that be, that th- TrouW 
of God's People are light ? Were Davis's i 
bles light, from whom we often hear ſuch (2d at 
bit:er Complaints? And were Fob's Irvine 
li zht, Fob 6. 3, 44 And were the ”rimitive Ci 


ſtians Troubles light ? Sce the 7th and 8th V 
iss of this Chapter; and elſewhere the ay 


worketh the greateſt Eternal Good. 5 3 


omplains, that they were preſſed above meaſure, 
ad deſpaired even of Lite ? 


fiſw, The meaning plainly is comparative ; 
Mittions are light, not imply confidered in them - 
flyes, but by way of compariſon ;, as thus, 


1, They are light, in comyariſon of what our 
ns have deſerved. Sin dci-rves Eternal Death, 
everlaſting Flames in Hell, everlaſting Deſtruction, 
eakleſs, eniileſs, remcdileſs Torments, The Wa- 
ves of Sin is Death, eternal Damnation, 2 Tkeſſ. 
1.8, 9. Now, in compariſon of Hell and Damna- 
tion, all our Afﬀictions are but light, hat as Flea- 
bitings to thoſe eternal Torments : Oh, what is 
the Wrath of Man to the Wrath of a GOD ? 
What is the Difpleaſure of a Father to the Re- 
renge of an Enemy 2 Oh, what is Sicknc(s, Po- 
rerty, a Priſon, Lofles, &c, ro Heil-fire ? 

2, They are light, in compariten cf the cruel, 


bitter, dreadful Suferings of Jeſus Chrift the Son 


of God, He, upon whom the Spirit of Might did 
reſt, was even ſunk by them ;, it we do but duly 
conſider Chriſt's Sufferings, his bloody, bitter 
Agony in the Garden, when his Soul was excee- 


Ang forrowſul even to death, he was fore ama- 


ze; when all tie Sins of the Elect were laid oa 
tim, made to meet on him, J/z. 53. 6. all the 
Wrath of Men and Devils on him, yea, and which 
ws heavieſt of all, his Father's Wrath was on him, 
It pleaſed the Father to bruiſe him, and to put 
dim to grief, 1/z. 53. 10. All this would have ſunk 
Ten thouſand Worlds; this made our deareſt 
Lord ſweat great drops of Blood, &c, Oh, the in- 
conceivable love of our Blefted Jeſus ! O,the curſed 
nature of Sin ! But what are all our Atictions, all 
our Sufferings, in compariſon of Chrift's ? He was 

D 3 afflicted, 
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«/711+:4, he was oppr-:ſſed, infinicely more than ere 
any man was, Or can be. 

2. Lizht too, in comj Parton of what the Wicke! 
ſha't C:ffer hereafcer : ſee Tjal. 11. 5. 27h, 1.4, 
Repel. 21. V, Cur Aj Hons are ls 4 nt, N£ ely Ver} 
Iizh: in corparifon of t theſe, 

4. tight a ſo IN C0! npa: ifon of the Glory tht 
Co's 'uffering Saints ſhall at es CnJOY. This 
© WAN tlc athemn = Rom. 5 9s I 5» 1 reckon that the 


J1.;2;*n28 of thes pre}: -_ t life are n0t worthy to be con- 


pir..! with twe glory th at ſhall he revealed in 8. Net 
Worthy to bc comparcd with that far more exces 
(124 ard crernal weight of Glory. '4 hus are our 
Ajjriftionus Caidll to be light. 


2. Another Quality of onr AfliTionsnotc here, 
33, That our A}iJions are ſhort alſo : as they are 
Eght, tv they ere ſhox too, awagunig, moments 
uy, for & HIOAClit a 


Chic, Bnt how can this he ? Did not Dail 
£0! mplain , that NE was afjl;:d from his Youth, 
end imo Ciriych mm Alflictor four hun«lrecd years 
aL ONC& * - How thos retneir Ai: Hons ſhort ? 


AHiilro, This for 4 moment, or ſhort time, muſtkx 
maerirao) c vagrraney al!c ; Our Affiidions art 
ſhort, and. v7 4 moment, in compariſon of what the 
Pamned muft ffer; tor their Death is eternal, 
their Deſtruction is everlaſting, everlaſting Dait- 
nation in Hell, the Fire never gocth out, the Worn 
never dyeth, But cſ'>c ciaily, Our Afflitions here - 
Ihort, as well as lizht in co mpari ſon of that - 
more exceeding and eternal might of Glory, that the 
Saints ſha! voffeſs 1 hereattcr. 

OHferve the Arntithefts, or 0 ppoſition here in the 


y 7 ext, by b1cn auly conlic lered, anc! & Faith acted On i, 
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is enough tO {0PPOIT a {© hrautian vtnder all hi 


Troubles. tack t weil. 
rOT Aft: M215 Þ. 4 ne (11 | 12 Cl or; n: PTEat= 


ers oe light 'i! ns he _—_ :ave a we wn Us 
Glory 5 TC: 7 ſhort fits. wi HAS an e-. 24l 1-7 w : 6 Cie 
m5 yea, 4 jr * x:2edmng and etnrurt i rotobs Ns 
Glory : in CO:11.9.41 141 of whi.t firs, all our 
Fil 1ons may \ 21 0& Credle 2 | ſhorr, 

Lt us 1 ally COL. wer ho! X Rang is art} 
wo2derſully! ie Happineſs of S0ferins Sts 15 


tre jet Ou, 7 ne : Anoſtic. 
Sa So __ Sa 2 7 L, a4 «hq; 4s M1 eye. a ae ad 
ls It IS 4Poit'Y, il SRETVLS | enai NY iid LECTIVE 
hereafter, * (4, Re og G! 4 © en 4.3 14G O n Oc aWales 
It Is Glory ti 6T wil -V teck lor, Fi HY. Zo Os 7» IL by 

— Fn i act. IMS. 

1s Giory they ſhail have, Here in this YWorld 
the poor Chriſtian weets wits frame ant dithos 


of all thin *2, Trowicn fJoun as ire in the Streets 
the Song of Drar'-ards ;, bur herzaiter rhey hall 
te advanced to 'C tory : what this &79-y imports, T 
ſhall enquire herearrer, - IS 01VELY a Solii-ſuppor- 
ung, a 2 Soul-atis! V ng thir [ 

2, It is a w2i2ht of — : | Not 2 £rain Or {cre 
pe, (though a littls of this G:cry will abundantly 
recompenſe all ovz Suterings in the way to it) 
but it is a w2izhr of Glory, enongh to fill a!! the 
Faculties of the whole Soul, encugh ro ſarisne the 
alt Defires of ihe Mind, which tic = whole Creation 
Gannot do 5, yea, enough to fink the Soul vnder 
the weight of if, did not tle Almighty Power of 
God uphold ir, 

2. It is erzrnz? alſo: The glorifed Sainrs ſhall 
never be unglorified again : it is  everlaiting 
Glory, 

4. It is an exceeding weight of Glory : furmoun- 
ting, ſurpaſſing, and tranſcen dinz, not only ouy 
Merits, bur our 'Delires, our Thoughts and Ima- 

D 4 giiations, 


& 
: 
{ 
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ginations, Epheſ. 3. 20. and of which it may befaid, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel, that i never entred into the heart of man y 
Conceive, 1 Cor, 2. 9. 

6, It isa more exceeding : it is a marvellous Gl 
Ty; what a Climax, what a Gradation is here! 

6. A far more exceeding : it excecds all our Ds 
fires, all our Thoughts, it is more than we © 
ask or think; it exceeds all our Doings, all our 
Sufterings, more than Heaven exceeds Earth, 
Light Darkneis, or any thing we can imagine; 
x” rboalw es VConlu. This Glory is excel 
lent, up{r-excellent, beyond all mealure excellent, 
Now, 1n compariſon of this excellent Glory, al 
our preſent SuFerings are but light and ſhort; an 
if 40, is there any reaſon the Saints ſhould faint un 
der them, but rather to bear up, and be of goul 
courage ? 


+ The third Branch of this Argument is, the 
Influence that theic ſhort and light Affiitions hare 
up91 this ©lvy, or the Reference they have unto 
it, or Tendzncy towards it ; and that is very cot- 
fiderable, an it is thi- : Thoſe Afl:®ions work for 
us this tranſcendent Glory, Ir is no where ſail, 
that Honours, or Pleaſures, or Riches work for w 
this Glory, but Afiidions work. it ; that is, the 
only-wiſe God, who can bring Light out of Datk 
neſs, Sweet out of Bitter, Good out of Evil; even 
He fo ordereth and blefſeth all the A4fflidions of 
his People to them, that they become ſingularly 
nſeful, an4 influenrial, ro work out for them this 
Glory : but not as the Papifts hold, who abuſe this 
as they do other Scriptures, concluding hence, that 
the Saints Snfferings, as well as their Doings, do 
merit Glory ;, for this was not St, Paul's meaning, 
kecauic ie ſpeaks to the contrary, Rom. 8. _ I 
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ron that the ſufferings of this preſent life are not wor” 


10 be compared with te glory that us to be revea” 
1, Glory is Chriſt's Purchace, not Man's Merit. 

But Affitions work for us this Glory, by way ot 

ration for ir, as a way and means (though 
xt the only and principal) which our gracious 
God appoints, ordereth, and ſan&ificth, to fit and 
re his People, for that far more exceeding and 

armul weight of glory, Tt was by the way of Suffe- 
rng that our Lord, the Lord of Glory, went to 
his Glory, Luk, 24. 26. 27:b. 2.109, And there- 
fore, ſeeing AffiiQions have iuch a reference, ſub- 
erviency, and tendency to Glory, that they are 
made uſeful to fit and prepare us for this moſt 
befſed, moſt excellent ſtate of Happineſs and 
Glory, we faint not under them, but rather we 
xe encouraged and ftrengthned by the conlidera- 
tion of their tendency to prepare us for our. cter- 
tl Happineſs, 

Now let us put all theſe pieces together, and 
they will yield us this comfortable Doctrinal Cone 
(lution, wi7. 


Doft, That the Tight and ſhort Affliftions of the 
People of God here in wb World, are fingularly 
uſeful ro work them for, and to work for them, 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
Glory in the World to come, 


This is fo plainly aflerted. here by the Apoſtle, 
[need not ftand to prove it ;, all I have to do, 
$to demonſtrate, and ſhew, how thoſe light an 
hort Aflitions of God's People, ,are thus fingular- 
iy uſeful and influential to work them for, and to 
wrk tor them, this far more excezding. an eternal 
might of glory, which, by tbs afiftance of God,,T 

endeavour todo. 
D «©. But. 
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But before I begin this, it may not be amiſs tg 
fay a little (and can ſay but a little, a very littk, 
tor PRECLIED little) of this far mor? exceeding 
erernal weight of go; -y: .\nd ſhall I ſpeak before! 
Know ? Lord, open my Underftan ling, and pardon 
any Ienorance. 


By this far more exceeding and eternal weight o 


glory, I underſtand, all that ws nclerful Happinek 
and Blcftednels, which che great and gloriousGdl 
hath-preparcd tor, and Promui 4 unto his Chi 
dren, and which the Lord clus Chriit, by hispre 
cious Blood and Paſſhon, hath pur chaſed for then, 
which chiefly conſifts in their advancement andad 
miſton into the neareſt enjoyment of the great an! 
£lo;ious God, the Chieiel Goo, to be ever witt 
the Lord, to fee his ace, to kno; him as wear 
known of him, to live for ever with him, par 
taking of his Glory to their everlaſting Conlole 
tion, But, alas! how ſhort ani} allow are mx 

Anprehenfſions of what 1 am writing! 
1 F607. 3.2. If it did not appear to the belorel 

Ditiple, what :zappineſs the Saint 
ſhould be advanced ro, at the laſt, but only n 
gencra), that when Chriſt appears, we ſhall belur 
nim ; No gen if fuch a pour "ind Worm as | 
know ds if _ ct ſome glimpſes we have in th 


Gleals ic Gol jel, whereby We way Coe 501 
I:ttle dark SDUOWIC age, ancl a 4:5 2:f taſte 0: * thus 
Glory. | 
It is the Soils enjoyment of God, the ca 
Goo, and that is the ſum arid Iuorance Of al 
Happineſs or B. C1iC 'ncis * £1115 1S Calle.l, $ lg 
God, ”_ ; T's » 1; i, I7s L 3» 1. V2 _ , 
Bebolding t'> glory of Chrifi, Feln 17.24. Seeing 
face to [ace 5 thai is, as far as Cren:ure; are aN 
ble, do the Praycr of C: rift, (ich doth nd 2olr7 
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& ol Thur they all may be one, as thou father art in me, and 
tle, | Jiu thee, that they alſo may be on? in ts ; ard the 
7a} £7 which thou gaveſt me, 1 have given ther! , thar 
re 1 they may bz one, even as we are ores 1 inthows, and 
rd | thu in me, that they may be malz perfe(t in on? > 
tur the world may know that thou haſt loved them 25 thou 
UT kt loved me. What can be more dchred ? Here 
in| 5 a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
Go] Glory indeed ;, a real Union of the Saints with: the 

Chi. | Beſed God, and the Blefſed Jeſus, ſuch a Union 
J) as 18 between the Head and the Members, an be- 
hen | teen Huiband and \Vite ; yea, ſuch as is between 
da | God and Chriſt, and a participation oj the ſame 
t an! | Glory tha® C] wilt himſelf doth poiſcis, and an en-- 
with] pymenc of the ſame Love that Chrilt him(elfdoth 
rear | £j0y 5, yea, rhe Saints thall then he made like unto 
par Chriſt, boch in Sou! 1nd Body, * Lord, help me 
10} | to be!; re all this, and to be taily perſwaded 
> mr | *of it, that my Heart may be kindly afcted, and 
ing? «filled with en {a1 me:! ai Fozt! n 15 towards my 1c {Hed 
ore] © Jeſus, who iatn purcha'. CL au ris Glory for. 1s 
ins | © with his molt 1 m8 1008 Blootl 2 Oh, ict me at- 
Iy ia | *tain the fi! affurance of my true [ith2 t WCreto, 
cliz| *that I may praite hee, and may long for the 
\ 30] *full pofſehon of it; 0 my hate un believing 
1 the] © Heart! Lord, {ubJue my vnbelief ; Oh, whar 
t0 2] *Rins ſhould we take iO be affnred = '5 Glory © 
f thi] © and, DW rt tiently and cheerfully ſhould we boa: 
«our AP'Gions, that are iefgne yu Prepare Bs 
cet | * for it ? | 


"Z 
_ 


of al] But I carnot break off here, This weizhr of 
221 Glory 1 IS, yy te noly GrhoR, in the :criDture 
2.4 re in 12d to _Y by all che moſt ocxoctlont nol 1 
s Cell lihthol thi NES 2NONS MER, $7Y WI QC Our 4 AD 
Ca% ies, and » r aha TLOSYEETSY 0 Th MIC, Mi-Nce iT UP 
26lf all a Kingdoms {tt uw jour Fatrer s good tern 
, 2% (1th Our Lozd ) I efor ; 116 & ingly EP 74 Plies 
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unto you 4 kingdom, as my Father hath appointed uny 
me & kingdom, The Kingdom of Heaven, a King, 
om that cannot be moved; a Kingdom of Glory; 
a Crown of Glory, that fadeth not away; a Crom 
of Righteouſneſs; a Crown of Lite ; Chriſt hat 
made us Kings and Prieſts to God, Here inthy 
Word the Saints have the Crois, Fire, Faggyt, 
Halters, Gibbers, &c, let them wait but a whit, 
and they ſhall hear the judge of the whole Worl 
ſay unto them, Come ye blefſ-4 of my Father, eny 
into the kingdom prepared for you from the begimig 
of the world, Now you are abuied, reproachel, 
wmprilſoned, impoveriſhed, deſpiſed ; ſhortly yu 
ſhall all be crowned. 

This Glory is called the Inkeritance of the Saint 
an light, an Inhericance incorruptible and undefilet 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in Leaven for you; 
You that now may have no Houle nor Home & 
your own, no certain Dwelling-place; and yo 
that now dwell in Houſes of Clay, tottering even 
moment, being the Chillren of God, you ſhl 
ſhortly enter into everiaſting Habitations, ail 
poſſeſs thoſe glorious Manfions in the Father, 
Houſe; you ſhall ſhortly inhabit that Zouſe m 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens : God hatl 
prepared for you a City that hath I'yundations0 
his own building and making : Hold out Faithat! 
Patience, you ſhail ſhortly be tranſlated into tit 
Paradiſe of GOD, above the reach of Men a 
Devils. 

Moreover, ( for methinks it 1s good to beher! 
when Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall appear, * 
ſhall alfo appear with him in Glory ; with Palms 
in our Hands, and Crowns on our Heads, att 
with everlaſting Joy arid Songs of Praiſes in olr 
Hearts and Mouths, This Glory is called Lt 
Everlaſting Life, Eternal Salyation, on” 


q2z 
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Trace, and Everlaſting Reſt, the purchaſed Poſ- 
7fon, that which coft the moit precious Blood of 
he only San of God to procure, ſurely it muſt be 
afar more exceeding weight of Glory, that coſt ſuch 
price 3 this Glory is the Fruit oi Chriſt's Blood, 
2nd of all his cruel Sufferings : Oh, that ſome 
kams of it might be darted in upon my dark 
Reart by the Spirit, while T am writing this, to 
quicken and enlarge it. 

It is Everlaſting Reſt, Reſt from all 
Sa, the greateſt burden to a gracious Soul; and 
fromall Svfferings ;, from all doubts of God's love; 
from all ſenſe of God's Diſpleaſure ; from all Tem- 

jons of Satan, of the World and Flefh; Reft 
all Perſecutions : Now they that have ſuffe- 
red with Chriſt, ſhall be glorifged with him; no 


| Priſons, Baniſhments, Burnings, Hangings, Quar- 
| terings, then; Reſt from all our ſad and {inful 


Divitons, and from all our perſonal Sufferings, 
Fins, Diſeaſes, Loſſes of dear Relations, ill Ty- 
dings ; Reft from all Vain Thoughts, from all 
the pain of Duty, from all our Labours, 

Let us a little further coniider, T. The Prepara- 
tives to this Glory ;, and, IT. The Properties of it, 
that ſo our Hearts may be the more atfefted with 
it, andthe more carried out with all Love and De- 
fires after him that purchaſcd it for us, and with 
al labour and diligence to ſecure our title to it, 
and may alſo the better bear all our Atflidtions, 
which prepare us for it, and lead us to it, 


L Of the Preparations to this Glory 5 and 
theſe arc, 


1, The glorious appearing of the great God, and 
ou Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Tit. 2. 13. Our bleſſed 
Lord will mot certainly come again from Hea- 

Ven, 
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ven, with Power and great Glory, attended hy 
his mighty Ang wy to receive Is People tg hin 
ſelf, that whers he 7s, there they may be alſo, Ji, 
14. 3. to be jor ind in his Saints, and to be x, 
mire.l in all thoſe taat »elieve, 2 Theſ. In 
Alas, what Co: nfort ſhoul4 we have in this life, j 
It wi 10t for the Hope of Chrilt's ſecond coming 
He wil 20; leave us here ft IM, fnning, ſuffering 

Troalii.,, Oymmng 5 no, n3, the day of our full Ne. 
dempcio rl: care ime; our Lord will COM2 again 
and fe* a!l his _ Captives free; but a lit 
while, an: he that ſhail come will C01 me, and wil 
not tarry; He will come tor our Salvation, 2, 
9. 25. 

And for our great Comorr, 1-t us know an! 
believe, that howevor we now {v2 as Link 
amongſt \Wolve:, wi: our pgjoriou, Lord fel 
the Lord of Glory, ail the Prince: of che Kingze 
the Earth, the cv} $h;pherd ſhit oppor, we hit 
recerve 4 crown Of piory, that fa1leto tt away, 1.7, 

» 4 Tt ſhould be tnon the Character o: a Chr 
{tian, as it is his OY £0 iove, rol,ng, 3nd lodk 
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may be found of him in Peace, without ſpot, and 
amelcſs 2 O, what unſpeak#ble Comfort will 
the Coming of Chrift bring 'to all his poor ſuffe- 
ring Saints, the fore-thoughts of which Fo ſup- 
port us under all our preſent Troubles ? Although, 
t may be, now We are deſtitute of all Creature- 


'| comforts, our Fleſh and Flcſhly Relations fail us, 


&| frength decays, our Iriends fail us, our own 


Wearts fail us, this ſhoull comfort us, that our 


e Lord 15 gone ro 1 CAVEN, ro0 prepare al place for us, 


and he 15 NOW Preparing, us tor that place, by his 
Spirit, by his Word and Rod; and when he hath 
prepared us, he witl com? again, and take 13” to 
himſelf, that where he z, we may be alſo ;, And 
where is that, but at his Father's right hand, in 
Glory ? Col. 3. 3, 4+ | 

2. The ſecond Preparative to this far more ex» 
weeding and eternal mW-7ght bf Glory, 1s, that grzat 
ad glorious Work of Chrift, in raiting our Bo- 
dies from the Duſt, and uniting them again to 
cur Souls 5 the wonder:ul Effet of Almighty 
Power and Love. Real 1 Cor. 15. 1 Thefſ. 4. 15, 
Death ſpall not diifolve rhe Union herwcen Chrift 
mdus; not turn away his A#Fettions trot us 5 
butin the morning of Eternity he will ſend his 
Angels, yea, com? Mmſelf, and roil away the Stone, 
and unſeal our Graves, and awake vs out of our 
lng ſleep, and call us toith, to receive Our OWn 
Suls again; and, oh what :1 10v'int Meeting will 
that be ? and, wiat unſp2akauvie comtore will that 
produce ? 

The Devil 1:24 the power of Death ti!! he was 
orercome by Death, #eb. 2.14, 15. D0% he that 
liveth, and was dead, and is ative '0r evormore, 
tath now the Keys of Death and Hell, 8-74. 1. 7% 
TheSwnts R.lurrcttion to Glory is onty the iruiw 


LL 
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of Chriſt's Death, and this fruit they ſhall certais 
ly partake of, The Promiſe is ſure, Foh, 5, 2g, 
All that are in the graves ſhall bear his voice and conp 
forth, Fob. 6. 29. And this is the Father's will ahi 
bath ſent Chriſt, that of all which he hath given hi 

he ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it vp at the 

day. So Ver. 40. Fob. 14. 19, As ſure as Chrif 
1s riſen, we ſhall riſe alſo ; becanſe he lives, weſul 
live alſo : Beſides this mortal life we now live, w 
have a life that's hid with Chrift in God, And wh 
Chriſt, who is our life, ſball appear, then ſhall we di 
appear with kim in glory, Col. 3. 3, 4+ Oh tha, 
beloved Fellow-chriftians, Let us be ſtedfaſt, wm 
vable, alwaies abounding in the work of the Lord, fo 
aſmuch as we know our labour ſhall not be in vain in th 
Tord, Let us never look at the Grave, but lety 
look to the Reſurreftion beyond it, Let us con 
tentedly commit theſe Carcafſes to rhe Duſt, tha 
dark Priſon ſhall not long contain rhem : Let u 
lye down in Peace, and take our Reſt, it will nd 
be an everlaſting Night, nor endleſs Sleep nv, 
no, there will come a moſt joyful and glorios 
Morning, What if we go ont of the Stirs and 
Troubles of this World, and <nter into thok 
Chambers of Duft, and rhe Doors be ſhut upa 
us, .and we hide our ſelves, as it were for a littk 
moment, until the indignation be overpaſt 8 
ſure as we awake in the morning, after we hart 
ſlept ont the night, io ſure ſhall we then awake 
And what if in the Grave we become loathlons 
Duſt, caft out of the ſight of Men, as nor fit i 
be endured among the Living ? Whar it olf 
Bones be digged up, and fattered about the Pi 
brink, and Worms conſume our Ficſh yet we tus 
our Redeemer !iverh, and we ſha!l ſee him with the 
Eyes: *nd why ſhould we he Jloth to lay dowl 
theſe Budics of Elcſh, how comely or fair nr 
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trerare, they have been but the Priſons of our 
wuls, Clogs and Hinderances to our Souls in the 
Work of God, and Way to /eaven, What care, 
kbour, grief and ſorrow have they coſt us ? How 
nany a weary, Painful, telious Day and Night ? 
Gndge not, O my Soui, that God ſhould ditbur- 
then thee of all this, and free thee from thy Fet- 
ters, and break open thy Priſon door 5 remember 
tat when this Earrhly Houle of thy Tabernacle is 
dolved, thou haſt a Duilding of God, an Houſe not 
gule with bands, etern:l in the Heavens, 

Omy Soul ! labuur now to have thy part inthe 
i Reſurreionz now labour to get into Chriſt, 
2nd to live in him by laith and Love; now la- 
ur to know, O my Soul ! the Power of his 
Nath and Reſurre&ion, in thy dying to Sin, and 
ring to Righteouſmeſs 3, now att thy Faithon Je- 
is, and thy Love to him, and let Jeſus live in 
tze, and manifeſt his Lie in thy mortal Fleſh, and 
k thy Thoughts and Aﬀettions be ſet on things 
avre ; let thy Converſation be in Heaven, and 
tt thy Heart be where thy Treaſure is; now live 
bhim chat dyed for thee, and roſe again, and 
then fear not Death, but be confident, that as ſure 
8 Jeſus dyed, and roſe again, lo ſure ſhall all 
tteythat ſleep in Jeſus riſe alſo 5 and that, altho' 
thy Body be ſown in Diſhonour, it ſhall be raiſed 
0 Glory, x Cor. 15. 43+ This is the Second Pre- 
Mative, 

3 The Third Preparative to this far more ex- 
*eling and et2ynal weight of Glory, is that great 
Aze,and general Judgment, when the Lord Jeſus 

lit upon the Throne of his Glory,with all the in- 
Wnerable Hoſt of glorious Angels about him,and 
ll the Sons and Daughters of Men that ever lived 
yn Earth ſhall ftand before him, Rom. 2. 16. 
& 14.10, to be judged by him, and to receive 

their 
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their final Doom, (2. 22. 12, 13. Mar b.a5.; ul 4 
at which time chere will be ms nes aq Exact | Cepar (oro! 
tion between the Sheep and the Goats, betuen heir 
the precios and the vile, 2 nd then t2 Saints fla Li 
be firſt Required and juftir \ed,a 12d chen wit! '4 Chr the bt 
ſhall judge the VV ori. T hois that have mſgen, 
repented, and tincerely hJlieycd [4 the Lotd [elwlhd 
they that have Hhoſen the Lori for *':2ir Gollrokte 
and Chief Go *d, and Porti09, 3/acti.,; Il trafgert 
Happinels 3 In him, a4 have un'Vignety acetal r 

Of the Lo; a ; IS 10T ©) 21k ON! Lord 24d RY ro 
OUT, an: d h _ > Lil E'L: Sy ZiTEN FARMING! "1 my 
Iy up io kis Governimnony uy ni V/ ord and SREim 
and enired cordiully inf) COUARDN WED A] ty 
became entirely tis, cance 1341 tir on bis Rigthil C 
hand ; thefe have often julg:d themlves Yue 
Ecart-breaking Conjefhuns, and taerevare be br 1 
not be then juuged ro Condemnation [;y tac Lovat [ 
for ther "6? #0 cond-mnation to them tht are [inCinſe; 
#:/::5, who walt mt after the fleſh, bur after the FinCO 
Rom. 8, I, Whofhall lay any thing £0 the Chatgwre 4 
of God's le ? Shall the Law ? Theſe are wi fy 
under th- Law, but vnicr Grace, their Sure: ; 
hath fuj5'icd and fatished the Law for them tab; 
Law cf the Spirit of Life, which is in Chriſt els : pr 
hach made us free from the boy of Sin and Deatlfþvin 
it is God that juſkifiech, vwho ſhall condemn? Til f 
Judge himſelf ha: - (21 _ hat he that believe A} 
him Thal nt p2ri h, but ſhall have everlaſting 7 life; en : 
ſhall not come into condemnation, _ -Þ i6, 17, Frepa 
but will ſay to all ſuch, You hve voafe(ſef me befor y 
Men, aid 1 will "at 1s yu betore my I 44 rher anl at 
koly Angels, This will be- the joyful day ind*alpe 
the day of our full Redemption, the time of Tt 
freſhing indeed,che fore-thoughts of this day ſhowfaze 


ſupport us under all our preſent Troubles, 


4.1 
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2541 4 The Fourth Preparative is; the Saints ſolemn 
w_ axtion, and receiviisg into the Kingdom of 
etneaſeir Father; Now the Crown of Right. ow I, 
is ſhdlf Life, of GIpry, which vas pro omiſed't tl acm from 


Chriſte beginni ag ot the Work, ad Pu haſed for 
; trihſcem, Þy the moſt Precious ood of j jcſns, and 
þ ;Clls kid up in Heave:z ior thei, 5. iy the Lord, the 
' Gu wlrofteous Judge, LS nlv:n tiwi2 at that aay 5 
| ie ter have beca mY cncal unto De "wn ng t12re: ore 
cepafſhall receive the Crown oi Life, "lic Lord te 


3 22x will then lay co all his vaints, Com? ye G:f. 4 
S Vath my Faber, ii2erte the . king {4 Hamer? for you 
97 vlh om th fount #44 G1 of the WwW,32, ds 
M2) trery word is 81: of joy and coinfort, [COME] 
Rath Chrift ſa, Avprc uh, ul. je exc oiitng Gitry 5 come 
\T5 \ Upwer as you 114. 1 ox thre way 20 tt Is Epi for yius, T1 
e like made +, our page £1.11 by my blood, Chri 4 will 
: Lodlat ay then, Come, rake up your Croſs, aud follow 
v Cigſe but, Com? now, and receiuc your Crowne 
Pint COME, YE ZLESSED. | in the world ve 
charghre aeeryed, brit rio y2 ar? Bethe 4, and fhall be blef- 
re Wi fir ever, [OE MY FAT B Ge | YOu are 
_ + j-(7 (ES of my F utozr's Io; P 102th $64 4s he ge. 
Mah m2, C4 N (ER! c.] Ton are the birs of 
Jo eprom: s, the beirs of tt kt: igdown, 52 beirs.of ſal- 
=_ im, No "7 than the kinzdom of Heaven. 
Tehu ful reign with M. ft £.0 4d ever, LEI 
RED) Eternal Love Ma: 4 lai a the rgunias 
ie; um; He prepares tis Kingdom tor us, an! then 
[7, Prepares us for the Kingdom, | t OR Y (3: 1] 
 6/*p7t you all poor p< Niten: LENcvers, Called Rege- 
45*Fae Souls ; for al! you that ricoived me by tath, 
ode prſevered th-x rein to your 24th, | 
Thus much for.the Þr: /a74tives to this f.tr more 
I. and eternal weight of Glory. 
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TI, Secondly, T ſhall ſpeak a little alſo of they 7 
p_ of this Glory ;, but, oh how ſhort w | 
allow are my Apprehenhions of this al _ 
Lord, enlighten my Underſtanding, and # ,-, 
fect, enlarge, and quicken my Heart, 4 


' 1. This glorious ftate of Happineſs is caw[*** 
The Purchaſed Peſſ:ſſion, Fph. 1. 14. It is the tn] 
of the Love and Blood of our dear Redeene| 
whom we ſhall in Heaven behold and enjoy. o 
ſhall have our Redeemer alwaies before our Fg ” 
and the livelicſt ſenſe and freſheſt Remembrai® 
of that blceding-dying-love, fill upon our Sail;, x: 
Oh, how will ir fill 6ur Souls with perpetualk =_ 
viſhments, to think that in the Streams of len 
Blood we have ſwam through the violence fit ir Þ 
World, the ſnares of the Levil, the feducemea.., 
of the Fleſh, the curſe of the Law, the wrath 0f y 
offended God, the Accufations of a guilty Cati wth 
ence, and the vexing doubts an. fears of an 
belicving Heart, and are paſſed through all, 4, 
are ſafcly arrived at the Boſom ot God, nl 

O think, and think again, what weight of Ng; 
and Wrath, of Sin and Sorrow, lay upot fe. 
Soul and Body of our moſt dearLord,to purchaſe yp; 
us this exceeding weight of glory. His Soul wah; 
preſſed, exceedingly opprefled, his Body bro... 

his Blood ſhed, to purchaſe this Glory, We k, 
thinzs by the Price they coft : If any thing WF;;. 
Joy were purchaſed by the Life of our deat}. 
Friend, how would we eſteem it ? Certaialy Jyp 
bitter Death and Bioo4 of onr Lord will eg; 
ſtingy ſweeten our Heavenly Glory : ( Oh, Wy, 
the Joy !) we ſhall then leave thoſe Hearts 019 jg, 
and Rock behind us ; the Sin that here ſo clo? 4 
ſetsus, and the ſottiſh Unkindnels that toll 


wrketh the greateſt Eternal Good. 69 


1s long, ſhall not be able ro follow us into that 
Glry ; but we ſhall behold, as it were, the wounds 
Pf Love, with Eyes and Kearts of Love for ever. 
t all xow his Heart is open to us, and ours ſhut to 
W);;a:but when hisHeart is open,and our hearts open 
nd & wo, oh what a weight of Joy will there then be ! 

What a paſſionate meeting was there between our 
Iry-riſen Lord and the firſt-tinful filly Woman 
{tat he appears unto ? How did Love ftruggle for 
 Ir-mceſion ? Mary? faich Chriſt : Maſter! faith 
«IK jury; and preſently ſhe claſps about his Feet, 
« k having her Heart as near his Heart, as her 
r Ef 32nds were to his Feet, What a meeting of 
lore then will there be, berween the new-glori- 
[ W{1Saint, and the glorious Redeemer ? But I am 
02M re at aloſs, my Apprehenſions fail me, and fall 
CL kn; only this I believe, that it wil be the fingu- 
. 0 Praiſe of our Glory, that it was bought with the 
Ince of that Blood ;, and the fingular Toy of the 


th ot ants to behold the Purchaſer and the Price, to- 


"xther with the Poſſeſſion. 
2, Secondly, This Glory alſo is moſt Tees, it was 
1qlr to Chriſt, but free to us: $i: and Gold 
on” wnld not purchaſe this Glory, nothing but the pre- 
0! "]cous Blood of the Son of God; bur w2 have it 
} bi eely, for nothing, without Miony, ard without 
_ Price, It's true, this Cry is promiſed on Condi- 
| wy tions, but the Condition is but hearty Acceptance, 
0) attotake him for our Lord, who hath redeemed 
Werly eſpecially when the Condition is allo given, as 
S WItis by God to all bis Choſen, Faith, which is the 
r 02 win Condition, is the gift of God, O theever- 


aunly 0 ating admiration which muft needs ſurprize the 
ll & J-ants, to think of the freen=ls of their Glory ! 
Oh, t: O'what did the Lord ſee in me, to count me meet. 
« - Jr fuch a tate ? That 1, a poor, diſcaſed, deſpi- 
» £l [* Wretch, ſhould be coached in the brightneGof 
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this Glory! That 1, a filly worthleſs Worm, ſhoyſ# 
be advanced to this high Di; ity | EI hat I, walk p 
was but laiely groanin,z, weepiug, dying, thou 
now be fo cull of joy as my carr can wh r 
Yea, ſhoul.! be taken rom th: Grave, where jÞ« 
was rotting and ftinking; and from the Duſt aÞi 
Darknels, Where I (cemed forzotten, and hereff 
betore the. Throne of Cod in Glory ! when T 
poor ſe)-denying, ſelf-accuſing, humble Soul, thÞMtr 
chought hinvelt unworthy th? grounq he rod af i 
unworthy the ;air he breathod in, unworthy at 
ear, drink, or live ;/ thar this Soul thall find haþ"s 
ſeit wrapt up into Hearn, doſed in the Arm 
Chrift, crowned with Glory, in a moment ! Mit 
but think with your ſelves what a tranſyorts In 
Tn this will be; ſurcly our Unp@ 
thineſs ſhail not hinder our Glory. Cod hath} Þþ 
ſcn the Poor of this World, rich 4n- Faith, to Wf** 
Heirs of that King dom. 19 
Grace is moſt free, ſo is Glory : As we pay wp 
thing for our Par don, ſo nothing for our Glanft® 
What an alt oniſhing thought will it he, to cha 
of the unmea{urable diference berwcen our Ia 
ſervings and our Reccivings, between che fixes (e, 
ſhould have bcen in, and the ftare we are nf 
to leok down upon Hell, and fee the vait dit 
rence betwecn us and them ? to {ec the Int: od | 
ores whic!: we were born to, ſo d1 cr-nt 70 4m 
that we are adopted to'! O, what pang3 0! Lf 
will it cauſe within us, to think, yonver in Wl 


dreadfui place, in thoſe Lakes 0 Ire and Frief 
ſtone, - was my nativ2 place, my defrved 17% 
thuſe unquenchanie lames th Gy hive lain of 


me, that never-dying Worm ſhould have *cC 
me ! But that unſearchahic rich Grac-, anc 17 
Love in God, through the moſt precious Blu "k c 


F I 1. 4 > % {11 
Wy Reveemer, L am auveicd rom Lat | is 


wrheth the greateſt Eternal Good, 71 
hoyſament, Eternal Lite is the Gifs of God,through 
. wiſts Chriſt my Lord 5 Did not Inegled Grace, 
hop make light of the Offers of Lite, and flight my 
haz yefzemer's Blood a long time, as well as thoſe 
hore jqor damned Souls ? Did not I waſte my time, 
& wot my God and my Soul, and walk after the 
refed, as cl as they £ Was nor I born in on 
@n tl Wrath, as well as they 2 Or, who made me to 


ul, the fer? Should { ever have loved God, if he had 
od aft loved me © Or ever been willing, it-he had 
«1x aþt made me wiiling? Had not I been in thoſe 
1 hin (06s, it I had my own way, and it he had let me 
rms me to my own wiil © Oh, how tree was all this 
| p{fvite Love, an how tree is this Crown of Glo- 
ortizFy that ſo glorious a Crown ſhould be ſet on the 


In:F of ſo vile a Creature ? 

th] + The third Property of this Glory is, that it 
to ble fully ſarisfying and conrenting, for it is a weight 
fGlry, an exceeding weight of Glory : It thall be a 
xrieft freedom from al Evil, and a perfett iruiti- 
td? a7 Good ; This Glory ſhall be perfectly ſai- 
toour Natures; for, as here in this Lite every 
ous Soul is made partaker of the Divine Na= 
re, of the Life of God in ſome meaſure, and 
re iÞa& like Chriſt in ſome degree; ſo. in the Life 
} di&Þ (One he ſhall have a Nature more fully like 
1n:z3Þ4 his holy Image more fu! printed on him, 
\- faxþ0 made more full like Chritt ; When he ſhall ap= 
Y Lixf®, we fhall fee bin as be 3s, and we [hall be lite him, 
n thx}. 3.2. When we awake, at the glorious 
| F:izÞming of the Reſurrection, we ſhall be ſatisfied 
are Pld Is likeneſs, Dal. 17. 15. This Glory ſhall 
aig of priettly ſuited allt io the Defires of the Saints 
4 qa the S&  Haii nate a7thar iHteart can wiſh, all 
157204 ver thuv (0) oor Dctieving Soul ) didit ever 
Wo? CF? OT labor topethere tou tnalt tnd:thon wouldft 
2PM have Go in Cl 3, har all the World;why, 
Thee 
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there thou ſhalt have him. O, what wouldſt thy 
give forthe Aſſurance of his Love?Why,therethy 
ſhalt have Aſſurance beyond all ſuſpicion ; yy 
thou ſhalt have infinitely more than thou ca 
dehire, 

This Glory is ſuitc4 alſo to al the Neceſſities 
the Saints; it will make a full ſupply to al 
wants, for ir is an exceeding __ of _-_ M 
God ſhall ſupply all your need with the riches of bis gl 
in F:ſus Che. Phil, 4. 19. Here in this Worl 
we are always complaining of Wants ; for Soult 
Body, or both, we want Grace, want Peace a! 
Comfort ; we want Health and Friends , nothi 
but Wants: But when once we come to poli 
this exceeding weight of Glory, we ſhall haven 
more cauſe to complain of Wants; weſhallnere 
want any thing for ever, for we ſhall be filled uit 
all the Fuln:ſs of God, we (hall ever be with tt 
Lord, and .lwell in his preſence for ever, in wht 
preſence is fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe right tut 
are Pleajures for evermore, Solomon (aid, That My 


an{weretn «ll things; T am ſure that Glory will ani] | 


all things. 
4. Fourthiy, This Glory is incorruptible, 10 


9. 25. Thi, is an Jnkcritance incorruptible and uni Saint 


filed, 1 Pet. 1. 4. We ſhall then have Joy witids 


any mixture or Sorrow, Reft without Wearits 
As there 15 mixture- of Corruption with C 
Graces ther. #- no mixture of Sufferings Wh 


our Sculace, zur beſt Comforts here are mit: 


Wo 


with Crofles .. we\ have no Flower without Prick ren, 


Our beſt W-1E is mixed with Water, and lomffttis ; 


tines with incgar ani Gall, We ace now ſon 
times even ac the gates of Heaven, and preieil 


almoſt as low as Hell, Today we are well, tonf}ty: 


row tick: to day in credit, to morrow ii diſgraC 
today have Friends, ©o Morrow NUNE, 


Tl, 


5 


— = = 


we 0 
l newt 
wit 
th ti 
| whit 
bt bal 
at My 
an 


1G 
id uni: 
with0 
Arines 


j| cecding we: 'ahs of Glory, we thail fin no more for 
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[3 


The only thi = ot oe thug ond 3uvittes cap 
ſweeteſt Comforts hone, 15 Car irs, ar! Gol: his 
dig bis Face from us, tor Ov: Sin:, Tf is Sin 
thar puts ©: «iy and vw ormwodod inco ell our pleca- 


fat Cups ; bi: when we ſhall receive that ex- 
er, Ha:k, O ay Soul, the beft News that eve: 
thou heardit, fince that grcare/ £00: news of 1 
Gviour 5 t the time 15 coming, when thou ſhalc tin 
no more, Kev. 21, 27, then Saints arc Saints in- 
deed, Eph. 5.27. O poorBciicrer, it it were pt 
to thy choice, wouldit thou nut rather chuſe to he 
freed from in, than co be made Heir of all the 
World ? Wait till then, and thou ſhalt have thy 
dire, That, _ earthly, carnal Heart, tha! 
thou haſt {o often compain'd of to the Lord z 
thoſe vain and vile Thoughts, which did lye down 
ad riſe with thee, ſhall” trouble thee nov more ; 
0b, yefle.l ſtate, blefſed time | 

& And Laſt! 'Y, It 15 an eternal we Tight of Ri0y 5 , 
2Crown of Glory that fact not away ;, that I Lift 
Sererlaſting ;, there is no more De ath, It 1s EVCr- 
bling Peace, « everlaſting Joy, Plealures for cver- 
Mre, Eternal Gnry 2 Ted Eternity ! The 
Jants ſhall be Pillars 1a the Temp! '- ot Gol, and 
£10 more out _=_— What ! to be eternai'y 
deed, ro be ever with the Lord ? WIE x can 


ch (| ny halloy Thoughts conccive of this? O ha 

un vi Souls ; n Hcll, it LNEY CO! 1d cfcape aitce null 1911 

; mitt rs Bur how infoucely hen; Dy arc thotcin Het. 

rick] re: Athat ſhall live there ct ccrnally ' Or111S amdzin':, 

1 ſoneÞth aſtoniſhing word Eternity | 

w ſo 0 my 5% I tady this word [ Everlifti, ©! 

reſent _ inks jt ſhout, revivethoc in thy of onllt AL wa 

cOM}y; Thy Heay ineſs ſhal} encgure But 'Oor a n1g) 

(gras! 6a il bile his Fece but for 3 moreats the 
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Afﬀliftions ar? but hight and ſhort, thy Temytz 
tion ſhall L- but an hour, thy 1ribulati-n but teg 
days, bur iEou ſol: receive « far more exce: ung ad 
eterial weight of glory, believe this, O 1:y Soul 


.an4 let thy Heart Treak and melt, that thoy ar 


r.0 more aticeted with thar eternal Love that pur- 
chaſed this ctcrnal «-lory for thee : For ever adore 


and admire eternal Love and Grace, and double 


thy Diligence, to ſecure thy title to this ererad 
weicht of glory ;, and live in the Love, and in the 
high Praiſes of thy dear Redeemer ; and patient 
Iy bear all thy Attiiftions, becauſe they are pre 
paring thee 'or this Glory, 

Thus we have ſeen a little of the Preparative 
to, and Properties of this f.r more exceeding al 
eternal weight of glory ;, and, alas ! how little dol 
know of it ! Now, before I proceed, let us alb 
enquire who ſhall be the Poſleffors of this Glory, 
or what thoſe happy perſons are, that ſhall 
made partakers of this Bleedneſs, that we maj 
know whether we our {elves have any title to it 
and have any good hope, through Grace, that 
ſhall one day enjoy ir: It will be but !mall Com 
fort to hear of all chis Blefſedneſs and Happineb, 
if we our ſelves have no right to ir. And of th 
briefly. 

Certainly this moſt bletſed ftate is not for 4) 
not for moſt, bur only for a tew : Fw, faith ol 
Lord, ſhall be ſaveq;, and tho are the Children® 
God, only they are Heirs to this Glory, Rom.S.1h 
If Children, then Heirs, not elle ;, and {uch we af 
not by Nature, Foh. 8. 44. Eph. 2. 2, 3, 12. BY 
all that are the Children of God, are made 6 
Gracc ; they are made ſo by Faith in Chriſt, 6% 
2. 26. We ar? all the children of God by faith inf 
Chrit : And if we are Clirift's by Faith, chen?* 
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worketh the greateſt Eter:' 7. 55 
xe the Heirs of the Promiſe, + +» 2 Thar is, we 
zre Heirs of this promif> 1, Glory, $5 2b, of 
17,18 Vo we a2 mts the - Rildren, of God 
by Regeneration, Io!  gW-Mrin, Frills that 
Text, Fobn 1. 12, 2: MAny 4: 70h? i bim, *hat 
-Chrif "0 th, Mm AJ. 6 TIRE” TH becom: :18 foi 5 of 
6d, even 1" 6. mUny 35 + _ ti: bis name : ng 
2 on ut of 610%, 1.4 of th: will of the f-ſþ, 1: 
ofthe willo;, man, bu: of G2! fo 1 7%. 1, 2, 4. We 
e aid to be h- rotten ts his ink 1rance, Famer. 
17, 18. Of Þ1s own will beg & be us, oy the word of 
yut?, SO 1 Pct. 1. 23. Anil car Lori, wh 3> 
Truth it iclf, hath alt ared vs, Uta! eXYep? 4 Yon he 
born agen, be cannes er fee th» Linzzdom of Gods, that 
s, he ſhall never inherit this Glory, I: is Prepa- 
rd for none but God's Chi ldren, an:l none are h's 
Children but true Pclievers in Chriſt 5 none bur 
ich az are truly regenerate, and born again by 
the Word and Spirit ; now all fuch as arc in 
(rift have his Spirit liv ing and ruling in ther : 
Im. 8. g. 1f any man have nor the fpirir of Chriſt, the 
ane is 10122 of his, And, 2 Cor. Go 17. If any 11.1% 
*inChriſt, fe js a n2w creature all 07d hings _ 
Wt away, and a!! things ar: ah og ' Ana fu 

8 ae darn again, they where phones '20f God rc- 
pred in them, the Civine Nature communacatcc: 
0 them, the Life 0 Gol planced } i!l them, ant 
7 ther -by enabled to live unto Col, and tr 
A as his Children, | 11 fincere Ob-dicace to a:} 


5Comman!! ments, in ;ze{emblance 6! their Hea- 
"ly _ In moſt hearty and! {lipetiative love 
him, a Lin an holy confidence ia ? im, 2:3 
ure Enema nc2 on him, as their moſt Eracine''s 
er aAmizhty, in and throuvt tier molt tour 
ord jcſas Chir FY Tio! ac the Forfar, td 
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26 Theereateſt Temporal! Evil 
theſc 0! ly; that ſhall be advanced to this exceej;; 
weight 0  olor : 

Morco': cr, we ar2 made the Childr2n of Gy 
by Covenant ; Gol, the All- ſuithcient Good, Of hi; 
inhnite Loye and Grace, condetcends to poor Si 
ner3, and freely beſtows hinlelf upon them, he 


Covenant with himiclf, and makes them his %; 
an4 Daughters, 2 Cor. 6, 17, 18, Communicatin; 
to them his Spirit, working, in them all ſanQif Fin 
Graccs, yardoni az thetr Iniquitics, giving theg 
new Hearts, new Spirits, 'ott and tender Hearz 
Hearts to cremHle at his Word, to mourn for Sr, 
their own and others, render of God's Honow, 
Hearts to love him, ;tearts to car him, (c, at 
enabling them to give un their whole ſelves u 
teignediv and unrekervedly anto the Lord Jett 
Chrift, taking him for ehcir only Lord and $ 
viour, and as wi only way and means to brit: 
them unto God 3 Al | 0 his $i tory, ſr jn1:ring then 
ſelves to his gracious government ::1 all thing 
and trufting ia him for Lite and Saiv7tion, Thet 
are tizz Children 07 God, which thal: certainly & 
herit this fur more exceeding and eternal weight i 
glory. j 
They are the People of Go:!l, that ſhall pol: 
this glory, why are deicribed by a ramous Divi 
thus: *'Ticy area part of ihe Exterar 
* ly called, who being by the Spirit 0s Chi 
© throughly though imperteitly regenerate — 
* hereupon convinced, and | ſenfiblc of that et I; 
© vin, that miſery in themſelves, that vanity nt 
© Creature, and that nec _, [ufhcicncy, ands 
* celiency of Jens Cl. -iſt, hat they abhor £- 
© evil, bewail that miſery, an tern their Hell 

rom tha, vanity, and mui Oe renter 

pt 


F x... i ” 4 ' 
morketi £17 064 Off C407 /?U RIJCA, T7 
"ming 0f Chfi.: *.- tae Sariur and Lord, to 
'dring them un. God the Chit food, and pre- 
(Gat them pert? tity mit betorc him, do accortlins - 
ly enter into 2 tal Coyronant with him, and is 
(liver up then... 25 anto him, ant hereil: pore 


\evere unto the end, 
Now al! t cn 0. God, ail the Peopie 
of God, may : i 44 0: this glory; for, 77, 
God hath o112in in prepared this glory tor his 
Feople ; This $1::.4-m 13 prepared be'ore the 
foundation of , !, 2. 25. God hath pre- 
deſtinated his <1 tothis glorious Inheritance, 


Fpb. 1. 5,17. {99% 8. 29, 39. 2 Thefſ. 2.13. Gol 
hath prevaved fur them a City, Heb, 11. 16. 
1 Core 2. ye Maire 44 23. The Saints are Veſſels of 
Mercy, before prepared unto glory, Kom. 9. 23. 
And thoſe, in time, he tranſlates out of Satan's 
Kingdom, into the Kingdom of his dear Son, and 
by his Spirit of Grace, by his Word of Grace, by 
his Fatherly Chaſtiſements, by his Mercies, h- 
doth by degrees make meet an fit for this glorious 
Iteritance with his Saints in light, Col, 1. 12, 12. 
And ſurely, God's Counſel ſhall ſtand, and his Dc- 
crees be fulfilled ; Therefore blefſed are they rrhoſe 
God is the Lord, and the people whom he kath choſen for 
bs Inberitance, Pal. 33. 11, 12. 

Secondly, This Glory is purchaſed alſo, as was ſail 
tetore ; It is alone by the Blood of [elus, that we 
hare entrance into Helven; therefore do the 
ants fing forth his Praiſes, for that he hath rc- 
WHemed them out of every Nation by his Blood, 
and made them Kings an Pricfts to God, Rev. 5. 
$, 109, So that either Chrift muſt loſe the price o: 
bis Blood and Sufferings, an never [ce the Travel 
ot his Soul, but all hi; pain end expettations he 
bft ; or elſe, fot certain; there remains for the 

E 2 Sa42ts 


b 
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Saints this far more exceeding and eternal weigh o 
10rY. 

" Thirdly, This Glory is promiſed alſo : God, thy 
cannot lye, hath promiſed Eternal Life, Tit, 1,9 
Ek, 12. 32. & 22. 19. 1 appoint unio you 4 kingdom 
a my Father Eath appointed unto me 4 kingdom, 2 The, 
1. 7. Marth. 25. 34. Fam. 2.5. Rev. 7,l0,11,1; 
7b. 10. 34. with many other places. So that} 
thc Purpoſe and Decree of God be certain, if th 
Parchaſe of Chriſt be certain, if the Promiſes « 
the faithfnl God be certain, a7 which are moſt ſur 
an'l certain, then alſo it is moſt ſure and certay, 
th2t the Children of God ſvall moſt a%uredly or 
clay receive this fur more exceeding and eternal weigh 
of cory. 

And now, © my Sou! ! how long ſha7thy foolil 
Heart deccive thee ? how long mr thou ſet thy 
Aﬀections on things bclow, upon lying dying V+ 
nities? When wil: thou draw of}, an: mind thy 
Everlafting Reft in good-carneft, and lay outthy 
ic} to the utmoſt, to ſecure thy Title to it ? Io, 
te merciful to me, according to thy loving kindneſs: 
xd according to the multitude of thy tender merct; 


= 


blot out all my Traiſgreſſcons, 

Thus have I faid a little concerning this fe 
a.we exce:d/ug and eternal weight of glory, of tht 
Preparatives to it, of the Propertics of it, and 
!he People that fball grtainly poſſeſs it, to thei 


everlaſting cor:ſolation., And what ſha I ſay non, | 


v7 thet Shame ſhould cover my Face, and Sorron 
f]l my Heart, for that T am fo /inle, oh! ſolm: 
atfeR-d with theſe great things : Oh, what a hatl 
vrarthly Heart kave I! Oh, that al! thoſe that ſt 
rcad or hcar what I haye written, may have thei 
Trarts more aficctcd with theſe things, and - 

the) 
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they 11y be periong ad ant enlilcd in the ſtrength 
of God, TO PAL FTTH 25% E100. Power, in the wit of 


| + þ,, © % " Ca . % _ ; c | 
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ſe £0:3/53:077 © #4224, Oh that you anal T would 
now £777: 33?! ; j*P £4. Y ] Stance Y;) it Lie, 

Lec 333 11? -2cn70vof God a:! QO:; '©lves t! f 


few ſeric!!s 27.4503 5 Arc we the Chillren © 
604, they only are }.eirs to this Glory ? Have 
{- our V; atineic!tcdo our vin ant Miery,! 


tily accepted of the Lord jciuz Chrit for our only 
Lord and Saviour, rextty vieidad vn o:r whote 
elves to Nis govern mone ? Are we ru! Tegenc- 
ted, our Natnres changel, ot inge repeats 
red on us, and 1:15Spirit living an: ru19 in vs? 
Do we hold cut the Lite of Clit in our Lite, 
and are we iike C94 ? Have we attniily entre} 
nto Covenant with Get in Chrif?, and choſen him 
for our only Happineis and Portion, givi: Z up our 
klves unfeignetiy to be the Lorls 5 Let us deal 
wrightly with our iclves, aad if our Conſcience s 
can witneſs for us, that it is thus with us, then 
may we be confident that all o1r Aﬀlittions fhatl 
work and prepare us for that Glory, : 
I proceed now ta ſhew how thoſe light and ſhort: 
Aictions of the People of Go in this World, zre 
lngularly uſeful and influential to work them for, 
ad to work for them this fur mor? exceeding axe! 


r | flernal weight of glory, And that thoſe waics, 


Foſt, By diſcovering, imvittering, curing, and 
removing thoſe things, which undiſcovered, nn: 
ared, and uncleanſed, would utterly ieprive us 
of that far more exceeding an1 eternal w-ight of glory. 
What thoſe things are, you may eabily judge ; 
tacy are our Sins, our Corruptions, our Iniquiric's, 

E 4 the 
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the Evils of onr Hearts and Lives, the filthinek gf 


+lcth and 5P3t © 5 THEIC NOT PUTGEC winds vill moſt 
c:rtainly exclude irom Glory ;, as, 1 C key 4. ic 
Col A M I j 


» Jo Jz*Co EZ Ale __ No HIT if frall ev 
9 tre New zEru lalem. 

Now Afi: :tions are uicful to diſcover Sin ,t0 ag- 
Enavatc and imbitter Sin, to cleanic and cure the 
-Cu), and foto prepare it for Glory, 

C1.) To ditorer Sin; Afﬀictions enll ohten 
men Eyes ;, Une calls Afflitions the C brittin' 
Eyeebright, Inns fail of Se?f-tove, and thisLow 

21 and blinding; and Man's Heart is deceit 
1, and Ignorant, his Mind is dark 5 Man 1s bon 

YIitdelly blinds Men (cc not their Sin and 
WACKY, Ret 3. 17. uUnti] God diſcover their Sins 
to ther, which He doth, as by his Word and Sp- 
, ſo by Ainlitions, Dent. 8. 2 Gen. a2. 
1 Xa, 17,16, Gol doth by his Aud ſhow Mea 
rr To Quities. A very Pharodh fees, and x 
P:cviicdgeth his Sin in his AMidtion : So 1d tit 
{-ws, I's, s _ 11. And it's uſual for men to & 
itt On their Sigz in their Trouble, Oh thr, 
my Pride, my Covetinſneſs, my Prophaneneſ*, my Fri 
rrdos, &c, of which they would not hear be 

(2/9.) Aﬀizciions are very uſern! to aggrarte 
4:1 imoicter £ ins * Tavie Sins that were tweet it 
ie of Proſperity. and ſeemed ſmall, or nothung 
iy COR a3 iT were, light and little, prot 

er and oricvagus, ever as heavy as Mountains 
WW cre not Dzuill's Sins to to him? See 7ſul, 3 
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Our Lord Jelus, in Matt. 11. 28, 29+ maket: 
$918 te ne of the bitterncK ot Din, a fit qualificats 
G62 of Souls to come to hum. that in him they mal 
hal Reft, which Reſt is the beginning at (caſt 
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| | that far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 


When and where Sin 15 aggravated, and becomes 
litter and burdeniome to a Soul, then an there 
Chriſt, Grace, and Glory becomes ſweet and 
miable. Uſually in Proſperity Sin is (wect, or at 
lak accounted ſmall : 1s it not a little one ? Oh, 
the Excuſes, Shifts, Evaſtions, and Pleas that in 
Mroſperity men ſtudy to extenuate and lefſen Sin ! 


. | They feel but little weight in great Sins; the Sins 


of Youth, Vain-talking, Jeſting, officious Lying, 
eget of Duty, worldly Talk on the Lord's 
lay, Fc, who feels the ponderous. weight of ſuch 
Fins in time of Proſperity 2? Now AfMictions ſerve 
to imbitter ſweet Sins, and to aggravate ſmall hns. 
% 13. 26, 27. then he remembers the Sins of his 
Youth, and looks on them otherwile than he did. 
fore, In. Youth great Sins ſeem (mall ; as Dutv- 
kedience to Parents, waſting time, prophaning the. 
lads day, Lying, Tc. but in Affiictions they lye 
tavy; as we lee in Foſeph's Brethren, Gen, 
12,22, 

(3ly.) To.cure and cleanſe Sin, P/al. 119. 67: 
Frem, 31, 18, Eminent is the Example of Mus 
uſes, on whom Atfliftions wrought a wonderful! 
Mange, 2 Chron. 23. Ari this comes to pals, in 
flat Affiictions, when Go.! blefleth them, they work 
Repentance : This is one of God's ends in ſending 
Actions upon his People, bis Chillren, whom ke 
ines dearly, Dar. 11. 33, 34, 35+ It is to make Them. 
Wite and clean, to purge vey their Iniquity, Js, 
27. 9. 


»* 4 , X Fa 
And thus ArMuchons arc 1ntcntigal 63 Corg 


ſeople, to work them tor, an 10 work tor fheÞy 
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Sins in the Fornace of Affliftion, but all throuy 
the vertuc of the Blood of Chrift, 1 Fob. 1. 7,9, 


Secondly, Affiftions are uſeful to prepare fir 
Glory, by bcing mcans of God's Appointment at 
Blcthng,, to work gracious and happy Changes a 
men, without which they can never come toglor, 
All men muſt have mighty, great, and wonderfi 
Changes made upon them, bctore they can beglv 
rifed : Now, to effe& thele gracious Changg, 
God uſcth various means, as principally his Spirit, 
his Word, his Rod ;, and many times he makeshs 
Rod to do that, and ro work that great Chap 
on Men, which his Spirit and Word, without ti 
Rod, could not do, becauſe of Mens reſiſtanced 
the Spirit and Word; bat when the Rod come, 
they cannot refift that, By the Rod he makestit 
Proud to ſtoop and become humble, as in New 
chalnzzzar's Caſe, &©c. The Rod and the Wort 
work Wonders, when God by his Spirit works i 
them and with them. Afﬀitions change, er 
fich as were Beaſts, into Men, yea, into Saints 
Fer. 21. 1% 1 was (faith Ephraim) as & Bulloct, 1 
Beaſt, before 1 was cwaſtized:, but being chaſtized,! 
ſpake like a man, yea, lite a child of God, Afflieton 
working effettually, work this Change. 16 
119, 67. ſo on Manaſſes; many a Child of GodW 
witneſs this Truth. 


Thirdly, Aflidtions both drive and draw GoG 
People nearer to him 3 they wandered before, titj 
went a whoring from God aftcr other Lovers; 
Aflitions bring them home, 7ſcl. 142. 4, 5+ ® 
the natural Spirirs in th? Budy retire inward, art 
zct cloſe to the Heart in cold wearher, and in i 
danger outward:,'o the vouls of God's People - 
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neareſt to God in times of Storms and Tempeſts 
in the World ; Pſal. 31. from ver. 9, tO 16, his 
Troubles made him take Santtuary in God, and to 


truſt in him; truſted in the Lord ;, 1 Jaid, Thow ar 


ny God, 


Fourthly, Afitions deftroy that great Impedi- 
ment that unfits for Glory, and that is Earthly-min- 
dedneſs, inordinate Love of the Creatare, Phil. 
4.19, Earthly-mindedneſs fits for DeftruQion, and 
not for Salyation : AfﬀiQtions are intended to wean. 
our Hearts from the World, to crucifie our Aﬀe- . 
Aions to Earthly things ; And this effett they kad 
0n our Apoſtle here, and upon the Primitive Chri- 
ftians, as Verſe the laſt; We look not (ſay they) on 
thoſe things roÞich are ſeen, for they are temporal ; All 
Creature-2nioyments, which Worldliags fer their Hearts 
pon, and 1.:bour ſo eagerly after, we value them not, we 
ure not much for them, our Hearts are to:aned from 
tem, we are crucified to the World, and the World 5s 
ecifte4 to #5 5, bact we look 10 thoſe things which are rot 
ſeen, we min.l, and thick on, and hope, and Selieve, 
ed joy in thoſe things wich are not een ;, our Hearts 
gt in Heaven, ſet upon the uiſcen God, the unſee;! 
Glory there, the unjeen Feſus, And whence Came 
they to be wrought into this bleffet heaventy frame, 
wt much by the Bleffing of Got on their Ati: - 
os, God's Spirit Working in ant wich their Aint: 
tions this deailn<!S or \ Ricdiion to the Worki, 310 
nmg up ther Ecarts towards 1ivaven £7 - $© 
heir Aﬀiiftions were ui.fnl to them, to prevare 
biem for Glory, 
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perience, and Experiexce Hope : Yea, God's Spirit 
makes Afflictions uſeful to work Holineſs, xe, 
I2, 10, to make God's Children partakers of hi 
Holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee God, 
Fmt. 1. 12. Happy is the man that endureth temputin,' 
for when he 1s tryed, he ſpall receive @ crown of ploy, 
which God bath promiſed to them that love bim, An 
12 hope of this glory God's People rejoyce in thei 
Trivulations, 


Sixthly, Affiitions quicken God's People to a 
aMlizence and ſerionſneſs in the uſe of all God 
means to obtain Glory ;, they quicken to & 
examination :; 7 confidered my ways, faith David; 
They make them ſ{carch their Hearts, and tryther 
ways : Afﬀiiftions make them put away their Idol 
helping on the work of Reformation, quicke 
them to Prayer; then they cry unto the Lord 
and pour out their Hearts before him, and Gd 
loves to hear their, Crics; then they wreſtlewih 
God in Prayer, and then they are ſer:ons in thet 
Repreofs, Admonitions, and Inſtcuttions of other; 
then aiſo they labour to att tneir Faith and th 
Love to Gud and Chrift, and to ſer their Afe%in 
upon things above, ai. d to look to their Sincerity a) 
lprightne!s. Unto all thoſe things we are 
backward in time of Proſperity, but in trouvles 
az2 awakened and quickened. 


Laſtly, AﬀMiRions prepare God's People it 
glory, by working in them ftrong Dchires, 
vent Pantings and Breathings attey that far 
exceeding and eteraal w-ichr of glory, When Iv! 
Dzcid was in a barren Wildcraets, where ne 
ters of Ezrthly Cumforts were to be had, 0 
then hiz Soul,ant Flefh,and all,did thirft alters: 
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7ſa. 63. 1, 24 3, $+_ then his Soul followed hard 
zter God. So P/al, 42. 1, 2, 3, 4. in Proſperity 
qur Souls follow too hard after the Creature, at- 


w are we enamoured with theſe fading Beau- 
ties and Braveries! How eagerly do we purſue 
the Profits and Pleaſures of the World ! we may 
with Shame and Sorrow confeſs it ; but when our 
Heavenly Father ſtrips us of all our pleaſant 
hings, plucks our faireſt Flowers out of our 
Hands, and ſnatches our deareft Comforts out of 
our Boſoms, oh, then what Breathings and Pant- 
ings after God, the light of his Countenance, 
and the manifeſtations of his Love ! When Earth 
gone, then Heaven is welcome ; when the Crea- 
ture is gone, then Chrift is ſweet, 

Before I come to the Application, three Que- 
ſtions ſhall be reſolved, 


f: the lying, dying vanities of this World: Oh, 


Q. 1. How muſt Afﬀitions be ſo born, as that they 
my thus work ? ; 

2. How muſt they be improved to attain this end ? 

3. Who are the People intereſted in this Priviledee ? 


Q. 1. How mu$ Afﬀiitions be born, that they may 
mork thus, to prepare us for that far more exceeding and 
erernal weight of glory? Of all theſe Queſtions Z 
lare treated on other Texts, which may be ſeen 
nmy Notes, Yet briefly, 


Anſw. That our AﬀRitions may thus work, we 


| mult be ſure to bear th-in as Chriſtians, our Car- 
/| age and Deportment i1 them, and under then, 
#| fuft be as becometh Chriſtians, that is, in ſich a 


Chriſtiana manner az Chrit cid bear his Sufterings. 
We muſt !ct Chrift before us for our Example, to 
alu 
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imitate him 3 and we muſt ſet the Saints of Gy| er 
before us for our Example alſo, and bear yl ( 
AfMiCtions as they bore theirs: And alſo, wel the 
bear them according to the Rules of Chriſtianig | war 
ſet down in the Goſpel ;, and that 1s, we muſt >| 
our Afflictions quietly, ſilently, patiently, ſubnil 
ſively, contentedly, willingly, cneerfully, and | men 
ſtantly; So did our Lord Jeſus, . and fo did th} God 
Saints; and ſo muſt we, if we will have this grex| aq 
benefit by them, thar they may prepare us f| nec 


Glory ? our 
; not 

Q. 2, How muſt we improve them? all C 

(1 

Arſ. By the conſcientious praftice of thei | Ai 
Duties. Let 


Firſt, Serious Conſideration, In the day of | ofal 
Adverſity conſider ; EZccleſ, 7. 14. Do we ſufer? | of $ 
Let us conſider for whom, for what, from whan| (3 
we ſuffer ? Contider, what cur Lord hath i: | not 
red for us, what our Sins have delerv<d, and wiat | tend: 
onr ſpecial Duties are in time of *AfRictions: I | ven 
as fill up our Thoughts with theſe ferjous conlile | (4 
rations, and dwcll ſom? time in the M-itacion | come 
of them, and let chem fink into oor Mins, and it | Eta 
will much help us ir the ſpiritual improvements] (5 
our Affliftions for our great advantage. Vip 

The want of rhis duz conſideration God char | Sau 
geth on the Jews is a very great Sin, Fer. 54% fr t] 
J have ſmitten them, but th:y h2ve not prieved, S attic 
God expctts, that when he ſinites us, we ſhould | them 
lay it to Heart, ponder upon it, and confider It (6 
or elſe know this, that there is a more dreadful Chil 
ftroke of hardneit upon thy Heart, than there 5 | 3” 
upon thy out-comforts;, for then, without ths | + 1: 
due Conkideration , no Duty is pezformed, nt | Ip 


bs. 
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Renefit received by all our Afflitions, 

(1,) In time of Atfiition conſider the vanity of 
the Creature, When God deprives us of our out- 
ward Comforts, takes away our deareſt Relations, 


"now conſider what vain things they are, that we 


promiſe our ſelves ſo much Comfort and Content- 
ment in how ſoon they wither, one ſtroke from 
God ſeparates us and them, they are gone, We 
a talk of the Vanity of the Creature, but it is 
never ſo well learned, as when God teachctl by 
our own Experience 5, other mens Experience is 
not ſo much to us. 1/4. 40. 6, 7. All fleſh is graſs; 
ll Creature-enjoyments are withering grals, 

(2.) Conſider the Evil of Sin: Are we in any 
afiiftion, are we in Pain, under any Trouble ? 
Let us now conſider what Sin is, which is the cauſe 


{| ofall thoſe Miſeries, Thele are the bitter Fruits 
| of Sin, 


(3.) Conſider alſo the End and Defign of God 
our Aflitions, Shew me wherefore thou con- 
radeſt with me, What Provocation have we gi- 
jen God £ What have we done ? 

(4.) What Errand and Meſſage is this Afiftion 


; | come upon ? Surely God hath ſent it upon tome 
| Errand what is his meaning ? 


(5.) Conſider alſo the merciful and gracious 
diſpoſition of God towards his People in Atfiction, 
Dat, $. 5. Heb. 12. 6. Rev. 3. 159. He is grieved 


| fr them, fa. 63. 9. In all their Aﬀidtions he is 


ated, be doth not afflit willingly, he loves 
them when he corretts them. 

(6.) Conſider God's fatherly Aﬀettion to his 
Children in Afition 5 Lam. 3+ 33. Fudg. 10. 16. 
fer. 31, 20, My b- vels are turned for him. Hieb. 


3 | + 15, Zecn, 2, 8. they that touch them, touch rhe 


pic of his Eyc, Tal. 103s 13« C94 piticth them 
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as 4 Father doth hjs Children : Therefore let us pray 
as the Church. 1/2. 26. 8. In the way of thy jul. 
ments have we waited for thee, So 1ſa.63. 15, 
(7.) Conſider God's gracious moderation of hi 
Peoples Atfliftions. J/a.. 27. 7, $. He aid in 


meaſure, He ſtayeth bj rough wind in the day of th | 


eaſt wind : He doth not puniſh as we deſerve 
Fob 34. 23. Pſal. 103. 10. Fob 11.6, (2.) Heil 
keep ms from finking, Lam. 3, 22. 2Cor. 4.8, 
9, 10» Thoug 
ſed; perplexed, 


ſee his gracious Promiſe. 1 Cor. 19. 13. Gol x 
faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempred abovers 


ye are able, but will with the tempration alſo mate «| 


way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it, J6 
23. 6. Will he plead againſt me with his great pomer! 
No : but he would put ſtrength in mz, ſal, 37. %% 
The Lord upholdeth with Eis hand, (3.) He will not 
be always wrath : Iſa. 57.16. It ſpall oe for amb 
ment, and no more. Lam. 3. 31. He will not caſt 
for ever, 2 Cor. 1. 10, He hath delivered, it 
doth deliver, and will deliver. Pal. 126. 5.7 
that ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy. (4.) He order 
all the Circumftances of our Troubles ; the Tine 
how long ; the Place where ;, the Quality, whit 
kind ; the Meaſure, how much. All the Power 
of Men and Devils arc not able to add a dram t0 
the weight, nor a drop to the mcaſure, of wl 
our gracious Father hath appointed for us. 

All theie ſeven Confiderations will exceeding 
help us to make a profitabl2 improveraent of oil 
Aflictions,for the preporing of us for that farms 
exceeding and ern mneight of Anil all 
theie Contiderations wiil very much help us 0 
carry and behave (ct) it, aid as 
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h. tronbled on every ſide, yet not diſtre| 
yet not in defpair ;, perſecuted, bum |" 
forſaken ;, caſt down, but not deſtroyed. 2 Cor, 6,g, | 
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ens under. affliftive Providences, which is the 
zght way tO attain the benefit of chem. 

I is an hard thing for a man to carry himſelf 
xl under a ſmiling Providence: but an harder 
ing for a man to carry himſelt well under a (mi- 
ing Providence 5 which was hinted before, 


Scondly, Bnt a little more toſhew how we ought 
1" arry our ſelves under Afflictions, that ſo we 
maj receive the Blefhings and Benefits of them, 
ich we may loſe by our Miſcarriages. 

1, When any Aflition befals you, Berfilent before 
& Lord, for he hath put you to filence,.” 2v not mur- 
nur, quarrel, fret, or be diſcontented : I believe, 
ibetter ſign of an honeſt and upright Heart can 


; Jarcely be found, than for a man to love God the 


wore tor his afdifting of him, and to cleave the 
tker to God, when God cuts off his carthly Com- 
us from him $ Oh, be filent before the Lord 5, Zech, 

L13, Lam, 3. 23, 

2, Be humble under God's hand, for that is his 
adm affliing, lye down at his Feet, Fam. 4. God 
$ tumbling of you, now then humble your own 
Wl; labour to break your own Hearts in the 
- of your Sins, and to lye low before the 
Or 
| + Acknowledge God's Righteouſneſs, and jufti- 
him, even when he ftriketh the heavicſt ſtroke ; 
*the blow be never ſo great upon your moſt 
*irable Mercies, yet acquit God, do not charge 
an fooliſhly, and ſay he dealeth hardly. 7/al. 
il, 4. God muſt be acquitted and juſtified, tho' 
2 ſhould condemn us unto. everlaſting wrath. 
26. 41, This is to accept ot the puniſhment of 


[4% ]niquities, 


4+ Search 
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Our Work now in Af?#792 is to enquire, Wiz {mitir 
Sins have ] committed 5 wht Ducics havel cn] 7. 
ted * Now make 1 diligent ſearch. t G 

5. Pour vat your Hearts to God in Prayer;|choict 
this is our great reiief and caſe in time of Afi3|gne! 
on: Fam. 5. 13. Is any affii 3-1 ? lettiin pray: Noplathe 
pray carneſtly, tervently, cry to God : Let u;z-[them 
ver think'to+2eal he wound that the ftroke dad & 
God hath niade aay oth-r way : go nor to men] O, 
Compaay, and thz Aﬀairs aad Delights of auch 
Wor! for a Cure : Pray for a Blefhng on thing 
Rod: Pray thar Go vil ſhew you his End inzaten 
flicting you, and that he will mak? up what kim } 
hath removed from von by the enjoyment of hin|Vell, 
ſ:1f:; Pray for Suffering, Graces, for Faity ard [wn r 
zience ; Tt is a ſad thing when Afﬀli4ions are pint 1 
Men, if they know not how to cale themſelves) 
Prayer. Hal 

6. If by Afflition the Lord diſcover any partial 
lar Evil to thy Soul, then break off that WidezPat , 
neſs by ſpeedy Repentance and Reformation, take 
elſe you fruſtrate the very End of God in affiiiaſian | 
you, and you provoke the Lord to go on Wir: 
ſtroke upon ſtroke, until you are conſumed. ane 
the Lord ſmite any of you for any particular ® 
you live in, and he convince your Conſcience 
do# not continue in the pra&ice of that Sin fot! 
World ; for when once the Lord taketh up® 
Rod, he will never lay it down ; if he have 1 
to thy Soul, he will ſmite thee deeper and deep & 
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Ita] until he have ftript thee of all thy deareft Enjoy- 
Dal meats, and leave thee ſtark naked, that he may 
Nie] cparate thee and thy Sin. But when the Lord 
- thel.nteads to puniſh a Soul eternally in Hell, he will 
- ml 10t do ſo; but whom he loves, and intendsto fave 
dw] ernally, he will ſmite and (mite, and never leave 
Wizl ſniting, until he ſeparate them and their Lufts. 
on; 7. Laftly, give up your whole Hearts entirely 
t God in Chriſt; for this end God cuts off our 
-ver|choiceſt earthly Mercies, that we may entirely 
{iz /zive up our ſelves to Chriſt, Theſe things ſtood 
wathe way of Jeſus Chrift, therefore God removes 
them, and ſo makes room in the Heart for himſelf, 
ke ad for Chriſt, 
men} 0, now fay, O my Soul ! thou haft waſte too 
of tx[nuch of thine Aﬀettions on thoſe poor periſhiag 
"n txings; this Mercy, an.i that Enjovment, hath 
 in#aken off thy Heart from Jeſus Chrift ;, this Rela- 
22 ke[imn hath lain hetween thy Heart md Chrift : 
f tin{Vell, now the Lord hath taken theſe away, oh ? 
1 14Jow my Soul, let Jeſus Chriſt ſtand in the Breach 
re [tat is made, and let him fill it up: Let him 
vesyſame in the room of that Mercy that is gone, If 
*#hbour thus ro make up the Breach, the ſtroke 
artiÞiil be a ftroke of Love, and by this we may know 
1cevitat AfliFion comes in love to our Souls, when it 
on, tſaakes us love God better, and ſtick faſter to God 
ſfilſtan before, and cleave more to Duty than be- 
n Wire: That which endeth in our Love to God, did* 
dl, Jane from. God's Love to us. Theſe are the 
ar Witokes from a Father's Hand, and he will heal 
edlifiem in his due time, which is the beſt time. So 
ich of the Second. 


Tirdly , If we would improve our Afflitions ſo, 
os they may be mcans of preparing us for 
uſt that 
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that fur more exceeding and cternil weight of hn 
we muſt carefully avoid the uſual E -xtreams "a 
men are liable to in times of Affictien, tha i 
neither to ſlight them, nor to tnnk under then 
Prov. 3. 11. Deſpiſe not thou the chaſtuings- f the Ly 
neither faint when thou art correted of bim, 
(1.) Slight not AﬀiiZion 7s, but value them, f 
Affiitions are of God's itr. Mg, they ariſe notu 


q 
of the Duſt, they are God Meſſengers; K 


fufferings for Chrift we God's entrs, Phtl, "0 
(2.) They arc Love-toxz2ns Cat vs f OM a Ing 
Father: Heb, 12. 6. Whe”, a4 Fe loveth P2 corr:de, 
(3.) They are wiolſom Piyfics, nee ful for w;! 
cure the mortal Diſcaſes of our Souls, (eat us ins 
a moſt wie and faithful Phyſician, who preferis 
and orders every Ingredient in our Potic 
(4.) they are Marxs of the true way to Heare, 
Ad. 14.22, (5) Preſeryarives againit the Vew 
of Sin, <0 prevent the infetion of it. ( 6.) T's 


are Cov2n; int-Mercies. Pſal. 89s 32. (7:) ) Mena; 


Prepare us or glory, and to Prevent ur eter 
Conc.emnation, 1 Cor, 11.32, ON, coullyes 
thus receive our Aion and bo take and bt 
them, and {0 IMprove e them after this manee 
What finzular 200d would they do us, and Wz 
Comfort mi; oht we have in them ? 

And as we muſt not deſpiſe them, ſo we i 
-not faint under them neither, bur patiently 
quietly ſubmit to the holy will of God, and rf; 
up our ſelves to his Good-will and Pleaſure; : 
was ſhewed before, 


Fourthly, W2 improve Affiidions when we © 
exerciſed by them. Heb. 12. 10. then we 
reap the Fruit of them. Now this Exerciſe © 
lifts (as a worthy Divine obſeryes) in theſe ths 
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fn, 9. 2.4» Exch. 22+ 29. 1/4. 64. 5. to wit, 18, A- 
hout the 4fiiction that ſmarts; 24ly, About our 
yearts that feel > 341y, About the Hand that 


tes, 
if, About the Affition it ſelf, the Rod that is 
on us3 we muſt be exerciſed in bearing Work, in 
king Work, and in doing work: 1. In hearing 
Work , Mic. 6. 9g. Hear ye the rod, and him that 
nbappointed it : The voice of the Rod is the whole 
Word of God : Three words (ſaith he) eſpecially the 
Jol peaks 5, 1+ Thou haſt ſimed;, 2. God 3s diſpleaſed 7 
z Retwn and Repent Ve muſt hear and obey theſe 
Voices, 

ily, In beartng Work; Mic. 7. 9. 1 will bear 
t& indignation of the Lord, Jam. 1. 4. Lam. 3. 27. 


ci] yr thy efflition feelingly, freely, willingly : Jerem. 
Cl to, 24. waitingly, not growing Weary. 


£ag9 
eter 
wel 


120m. 
4 i 


7e Wt 


z4ly, In doing Work, three things are to be done, 
1, Kiſs the Rod in your Father's Hand, honour it 
xjour Father's Scepter, fear it as his Sword, love 
t as his Phyſick, 2. Caſt away the Sin that hath 
provoked it. 1/2. 30. 22. Hoſ. 14. 8. Fob 34. 31. 
1 Embrace the Covenant of God, for which he 
pleads, Thus muſt we be exerciſed about our 
Afifion, 


ſcondly, We muſt be exerciſed about our Hearts 
bs; 


flf 1, Heart-Confideration of the Rod : Eccle/. 


n 


6 IO 7, 14. Weigh well what it 3s we ſuffer, whence it 


We; mes, by what provoked, and to what intended 5 


- tie Will of God, 


- 


F 


0 $1ch before. 
2, Heart-breaking under _it: Fer. 4+ 3+ Hel. 


xe Io 12, 
we {i 


3. Heart-bending ; Our Spirits muft ftoop to 


3 
Er 
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Thirdly, We muſt be exerciſed about the Hy 
that ſmites, J/a. 24, 15. to glorifie God in t\; 
Fires ; 1/t, By abafing our ſelves : Fob 42. 5,6 
abhor my ſelf in duſt and aſhes, ſaid holy Fob, 2h, 
juſtifying God in all his Dealings : Fer. 12, 1, 
Lam. 3. 39. Righteoxs art thou, ® Lord, 3h, 
yielding Reverence, Fear, Obedience, Faith, 
4/y, Going to God tor the Bleſhng of the Rel; 
And thus exerciſing our ſelves theſe ways, ve 
ſhall improve our Afli#ions for our ſpiritual A 
vantage. 


Q. 3. But who are the People inter:ſted in this gret 


Priviledge,that thoſe ſhort and light Aflif ions ſhall wit þ 
for them, and work them for , this far more exceelin | 


and eternal weight of glory ? 


Anſw. Surely not all that are aftiFed ; all ſhil 


not receive this Bleſſing, for ſome grow worle bf þ] 


Affiition :, but only the Saints and true Believes, 


ſuch only as are the Children of. God, and ſucts | 
hold forth the Life of Chriſt in their mortal Fielb; þ 
as Verſ. 10, 11. of this 2 Cor. 4. ſuch as waksF: 


Chriſt walked, that follow his Steps ;, ſuch az 1a 
aim at, and follow after inviſible cternal thity 
principally and chiefly, as Verſe 19 ; even 1, 
and ſuch only as arc exerciſed by Afgiction, as 
ſhewed before ;, they, and they only, ſhall reapti 
quict and peaceable Fruits of Righteouſacls heit 
and receive that fur more exceeding and et2ynal w:ig 
of glory hereafter. They that bear A#7i-5005 3 


Chriſtians, and improve them as Chriltians, 
partake of the Bleifings of them, they ſhall pats 
4 


aw» 
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e Application. 


Firſt, for Information, 

1hf, 1. "Then God's Children muſt take heed 
they do neither deſpiſe the Chaſtnings of the 
und, nor faint when they are rebuked of him : 
1,3. 11. Secing they are deſigned for ſuch good 
25t0 fir us for glory, we ſhould not flight the 
Aftlition, the leaſt Croſs or Diſappoincument 
& Þt doth befal us ; for how little ſoever it bezit is 
father's Rod, his Mcflenger, his Hand, Nor 
ud we faint under any Aftlition, how greatand 
ry ſoever it be, becauſe he that lays it on, doth 
nlove to eur Souls, and will lay on no more 
ing Jn he will enable us to bear, for he will uphold 
emith his Hand. 

i, We muſt nor deſpiſe them, as noted before, 
ball Þohich T ſhall add this. We are ſaid to deſpiſe 
5 Pkſenger ſent us, when we do not bid him wel- 
es, fe, nor comply with his Meſſage, but turn him 
18 [fithour his Errands end, We muſt not deal 
1; Þ ith any AfAition, any of God's Meſſengers ; 
£3 F: muſt not be unwilling of Affiftion, nor be 
0%, Lantented at them, but thankfully receive them 
i'5 þ Tokens of our Father's Love to us, and as his 
vc klome Phyſick, which our Souls #and in need 
48 was allo before noted, ana to which I ſhall 
alittle more, becauſe it is an hard thing to bid 
i, putton welcome, and to bleſs God tor taking, as 
4 Filas for giving, as Fob did. 

158 [And though we have no warrant to pray for Af- 
a Fon (although we may pray that God would uſe 
* means to do our Sovls good, and to prepare us 
"glory) yet they muſt be thankfully received, 
, [68d ſends them, and God is ro be praiſed for 
' them. 
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them, This is a hard Leſion to, Fleſh and Blog 
who can bear it ? Yet it is our expreſs Duty, $4n, 
L. 2. Court it all joy when ye fall into divers temp 
tions, which Ithink mainly reſpetts the ouffering 
of the Saints for Chriſt, in which we arc boundty 
rejoice and be glad. Matth, 5. 12, yet not exc 
ding other Affliions : $0 2 Cor. 6, 10, RomS, 24 
glory in Tribulations, Foo 1, laſt, 


Obj. But is it poſſvle, that when Aflifions come 
#3, as loſs of our dear Relations, loſs of our Eftate mi 


Liberty, loſ$ of Health, when grievous Pains mu 


our Bodies, 1s it poſſible we can bid theſe welcome, ui 
rejoice in them ? qr, if it be poſſible, 7s it neceſſay? 


Anſ. 1. God himſelf grants, that the Aflilio i 
his People are not for the preſent joyous, but gr 
vous, Heb, 12,11. not to be dc&ighted in: Gu 
allows his poor People to compylain,and grieyers- 
der them ; which notes his Tendernels towars 
them : He himſelf takes notice of their 4fiin 
Exod. 2. 25. Fer. 31. 18, Pſal. 56. $., he tell 
their Wandrings, and puts their Tears into i 
Bottle. He himſelf is grieved for their Aficio, 
Fug. 10. 16, his bowels work towards them, at: 
in all their affiiitions he js affiited, Iſ1. 63. 9. No 
if our Affiictions be grievous to God, ic will notG 
pleaſe him if they be grievous to us. Nay, 64 
expects that we ſhould grieve for gricving him? 
our Sinz, We never find in Scripture Gol's It 
ple to be blamed for their grieving and complat 
ing of their Aflidions, uniels they were imo 
rate: God doth not forbid the workings of 
ture; nay, God loves to ſee Nature work Oral 
and regularly. Azror's Cale, and Erelichs watt 
LYaOra mary, ant not to be drawn into Exam 
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'| Chaſtening is a diſpleaſed Father's Rod, therefore 
tiere muſt be a Child-like grief, ſhame, and ſor- 
| rw. Nums, 12. 14. it 1s the Rod of Love : 


- There muſt be Gri, f and Lov? in ns his Children 3 


. | Kerebukes an4 loves, we muſt grieve and love. 
. | that 


| tmuſt be granted, thar in th2 pain, and ny 
nd trouble that 13 on vs, imply coniidered, we 
\ | aanot rejIIcc, nor vid the Burthog ——— A. 
jan ſhoull have an *; ort worſe than of a Beaftto 
"14; Nor is '© --quiced, out che contrary is re- 
x tured, namo y, £0 01 Ye our ſelves vader the 
, {ighty Hand 0' 4745 and to be lenit2le or h 
ſtrokes, to be </7;.ted, and weep and inonrn, Fins 
[4% "I 5 L  —_ 
ni 2 Bur th2 ivic2t Fru:f the Bleſſing of 41:77, that 
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Affiitions are the ſigns of our Sonſhip, and th 
-figns of rhe true way to Heaven, that they ar 
for our profit, to make us conformable to Chr 
-and to prevent our eternal condemnation, and thx 
we have need of them, and that they ſhall prepare 
us for eternal glory : I fay, theſe things firnh phe 
"*bclieved, and duly conſidered, we ſhall he at & hi 
thankfully to receive our Afflitions, and to ble; 
\the Lord, in hope to. receive thoſe ſingular Bl |] | 
-Aings from them, Rejoycing in Hope, patient in Thi by 
bulation, Rom. 12. 12. Jt is our want of Faith in l, 
God's Promiſes,concerning thole ſweet Fruits of br th 
Aition, that we do not chcerfully bear then: 
.Lord,encreaſe our Faith, our Hope, our Patience, 
There is F9y an4 Peace in believing:, Rom, 154 1% |; 
Had we more Faith, ve ſhould have more joy aut md, 
teſs grief 11 our Aiilictions. We are glad wha}, 
our Phylick works, though it put us to pain, it 
hope of Reliet and Benefit by it ; let us dobJ; 
when God's Phyiick works, and we ſhall be ſurets |," 
kave Benefit by all. biri , 
_ 


oo 

. . # id Us 

Obj. But are n0t Afflitions Tokens of God's Diſſts | 
ſure ? and, can we, or ought we to rejoice in them the! mY p 


Anſ. They are ſo indeed againſt the Wickedatt, 
ſo are all the Mercies they enjoy : And they it 
Tokens of God's Diſpleaſure azainft the Sins of; 
People, but Tokens of Love to their Souls. 7s 
99. $. Thou anſweredft them, 0 Lord our God: thi; 
waſt a Ce1 that forgaveſt them, though thou tookeſt ##],. 
geauce 0n their inveniions. Iſa, 57. 17, 18, and b 
are Merctes tOG, 1/2. 33. 17. 


Q Can we rejoyce when God iakes erody Our chi 
Sarthly Comforts, our deareſt Enjoyments from us ! A expe 


oorketh the greateſt Eternal Good, 99 


ie 

if ff, Yes, aiter we have been ſenſible of God's 
x Rand, and have been humbled under it ;, and if it 
a | ke way for better Mercies, and God he picatel 
If | > beftow more of himſelf, more of his Spirit, morc 
WM | i his Grace and Love upon us, then we ſhall 
it | ire cauſe to rejoyce, and to be thankful, $6 
& | each of the firſt part of our Duty in our Aficti- 
& in, That we muſt not deſpiſe them, 


NR. The ſecond is, That we muſt not faint nn- 
kr them, nor grow weary of them. This is the 
ther Extream that we muſt carefully avoid. Secs 
w Afﬀliftions, which are but light and ſhort, work 
k. vr vs, and work us for that f.ir more exceeding an{ 
ty [9 weight of glory, theretore we muſt not grow 
ray under them. 
By this wearineſs, in general, I mean, a ſinking 
tirit, a deſpondency of Heart under the Rod, 
ten a man is, az we ſay, Creſt-faln, and withont 
vcit, ſo that he cannot bear up, his Spirit fails in 
fs *day of Adverfiry 5 when a man is willing £0 
ve) [OW of the burthen, before God takes ir off; 
Fi 4.5. DPſal., $8, 14, 15+ 1 am affiited, and 
'Wyto dye, from my youth up : while 7 ſuffer thy ter- 
van diſtrated, Thy fierce wrath gozth over ms», 
Jterrors bave cut me off, Thus ſpake Heman, a 
Ie Saint, 
4y|.fere T ſhall briefly ſhew, 1, the Cay; 2, the 
we of this Wearinchs, that we my rhe better 


1, Firſt, the Cauſe, and that is manifoid, as ſirſt, 
mMan himſelf; we our {-1ves are the Cauſes of 
sWearineſs, in a three'old reſpect, as, 1. Our 
expetting Troubles; Tn Hca!th w2 look not 
F 2 tor 
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for Sickne(5, and when Troubles come unexpeſts! bs 
ty, they make ns weary, 2/y, Our © Ver-Valuingd lr 
our carchly Comforts. 3), Ro in truth, w|*® 
c more ſenfivle of our Lotſes, than of our Engy| 
ns S 
2, 1n regard of the Affliction it ſelf : 1ſt, We 
x !ivells to any great height : 21y, When Afi& * 
ons are multiplied one upon the back of anothe,| 
ty, When they be of long CONtIUAnCe: 4y,Whzl 
jr, > Qed on the nobler Par ts, and upon the Spirt; 
«y, When but little ſupport, but few Comfones | 
or miſeradleComtorters,few to help to bear thebz;| * \ 
_ 6:/y, When ti12 y are heavy, and ordinari 
they are heavy, bccaule Sin 15 light, and Gon 
light; for when Sin lies heavy on the Soul, a* v 
Heaven much ia the Heart, Afictions are mit el 
lighter on the Body; N7/ ſontit ia n2rv0, cum ia] 1 
fit in-C@lo., 
3. In regard of Cod; ITe puts Tead into 
mes Burthens | {OMETINCS 3 ne fers home Sin 
Wrath upon the Conlcience, and then men g 
WCcaiy, 
4. In regard of the -evil, he doth lus ut 
to umnoitter _ Trou! Die, ani adds his Teayz 


tions to mate -e it more intolerable. So i cle 
the Cauje Of Stray Wea: 
tear 


2, Secondly, for the Cure, We muſt lab ol 4 l,2, 
avoid this Wearinefs under /flicton; and 2 
VC may, take thcſe vireCtior 3 

1 Direct, if. m # . 2C UG UTE CUI fcavenly Fatht ſlves 
Co: anal upon Our OW hearts, an4 the (aq © 

Land Of our Lord Ci 15 UPON 9k {5]ves : See (3 (ſob 
EXP! ts nd ay God, Prove 3. Ile Heb, 11: 


* Nt 1 vary of h13 enairife ——_ _ aot whe 


{> 'S/ Father” 
«7, corretes's © Ihas Ts 'Cax5 OUT Zed ny 


wrketh the greateſt Fterna! Good, 101 


efhs! bs Children : And th: Comman-l of our Lord 
ing (iriſt is xpreſs ally, 70", 14. 1, Let 10; your bearts 
th, emubled « Whatever affiiction be:als you, let of 

. | ur Hearts Dc troubled, Le: us urge theſe Com- 
Jrands upon our ſelves ; Contiuler we, 1. Is there 
Whe | 27 cauic oi Heari-trouble, when our Hceaveniy 
Azz. | ther, the great Lord or Heaven and Earth, hath 
othe | will, wiuch we daily pray for ? All our Trov- 
Whel 6 are by the Will of God, 2, When thegreac 
{| Toprietor and Owner of all th.ngs doth moſt 
ones | $i and moſt rigireovlly diſpote of his own ? 
whr.1 + When we are calle to render back but what 
" . wanl 7 \ PEPE 4 . ue . . 
ark] ® had borrowed 2 Our Health, Eſtates, Liberty, 
| Relations, Life 1t fclt, all were hut lent uz. 
4 When lefler Mcrcies are remoycd, that greater 
ad better may be beſtowed 2 5, When we have 


axial] 0r Iniquities purged, which is the ſure Evidenc:: 

tat they are pardoned ;, and that we are mail? 
\ ax More conformable to Chriſt, and fo fitted for nea- 
©1200] & and fuller Communicn with God 2 6, When 


our Graces are tryed and atted, and ſo made mor: 
apare | ilufrrious 2 7. When by all ol 
warent and iltyirious £ 7, When by all our 
q Mitions xx are prepared for that fr more excee- 
bug and eternal weir of lery ? Net us weigh all 
g tele things well, and they will heip us againſt 


Wearinels ; Aad for owr fucther help againſt 


h2, 3. 
2 That we may not grow weary of Go.Ys 
Claſtiſements, let us urg2 Koaton allo upon our 


athe Elves, as thus; Tf 1 grow weary, I break th2 
Ca expreſs Comman{ of my H-avenly Father, anl 
x 4 Ubbey the Countel of my Dear Lord: 2, If 1 
,.y &xow weary, it argnes my Unbeliet; for, wi 
x19 Would grow weary of long and grievous Af!cf- 


1 *, that Qid fully believe rhe gracious ends art! 
F 3 dz: 


tart-trouble, foo my Diſcourſe on Foku 14. 


RE Ir rr en Pe-na 
PF "= > . 
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deſigns of God in them ; and his ſweet Promiſe 
to his affli&ed People ;, and that Aflitions are jn the 
Covenant ; that they are the Fruits of God's F4. 
therly Love, and ſhall ſurely work for our g00d : 
that the Croſs is the way to the Crown; Why 
believes theſe things, and yet is weary ? 

Again *: By Wearineſs we make our Burthers 
heavier than God intends them to be 5 Cheerful. 
ne[s and Patience makes them lighter : The lik 
Affii8ion to a patient, humble, contented Chriſtian 
13 much lighter than to another fretful, weary, a 
diicontented perſon. 

Wow, it is po{;ble we may make our Burthen 
tcavice than Cod intends them, thus : 1/t, Wha 
we ihink no Trouble like ours : Conſider Jus 
C:iſe; Trouble was upon all his Relations, all hi 
iſtate, upon his Body, Sonl, and All, 21y, When 
we let looſe our Paſſhons, to run whither the 
111, without any reſtraint ; 3ly, When werefif 
ks Comforts that Cod f2nds ns $ So did good f+ 
cb, Cen. 37. 25» 4ly, When we continually fi 
our Thouzhts on our Afti&ions, and are alway 
POTINS ona then, fo that afl the Mercies that we 
enioy are quite [wallcow?ed up $: And have we any 
reaſon to greaten our owa Burthens ? Andagan, 
by cur Wear 2.15 we diſhonour Cod, and iſco 
#:t our iTl'2s, and difconrage others, 


2. Twin, x13 Contieration, laying to het 
un ponto1 21% upon ſeveral things that may pit 
Yent 11.5 Wearineis 5 as, 

1. Confiler what this Wearineſs fignifieth an! 
Implics : it hath very Ul ſignifications ; for, to 
weary, hgnifcth a wint, or at leaft, a great wear 
127 or laith, for hz that believeth maketh nd 
haſte ; waut of Zope, for we muſt hope to k 
a 


norketh the greateſt Eternal Good. 10; 


ad; want of Patience, for Patience 11ſt have her 
work, which is to laft as long as Trouble 
iſs ; want of Love, for Love endeareth all things; 


« | ir, at leaſt, a great weakneſs of thoſe Graces, 


2, Conſider, God is long-ſuffering, He hath wai- 
ted long; ON US... - : ; 
2 It hath been the Prattice of all the Saiars, in 


. | Ages, to wait on God, 


4. That by our wearineſs we limit the Holy 
One of 1/ſrazi, and do-indeed call in queſtion all 
the glorious Attributes of G94, his Power, W ifdon:, 
Richfulneſs ; Let us confider theſe things, 

s, Conſider, that they rhat ſuffer without wea- 
nes, rhey are bleſſed ani happy; Fob 5. 17, 
Id. 94. 12. Fam. t..32. Ble(]:4 are they that endure; 
that is, that ſuffer without wearineſs, 

6, Conſider, that 4fiit10;:5 are figns of our Sox» 
ip 3 Heb, 12, and fgis of God's Fatherly 

Te, 

d Confider God's ggod and gractous Ends :, 
18 2 «Ys 

$ Eonkder Chriſt's dreadful Sufferings for us; 

9, Conlider the many exceeding great and prc:- 
ous Promiſes that God hath made to patient 
vfferers, that he will be with them, will fuſtain 
them, and in due time wiil deliver them : Now. 
tyewill think and meditate on thoſe things, and 
tour Thoughts dwell on them, and ſuffer them 
tb fink down into our Hearts, and roul and re- 
ie them in our Minds, they will much ſupport 
, and help us againſt wearineG. 


, + A Fourth thing we muſt do, to prevent, or 

are this Wearinels under Afflition, is ſerious 

Lamnation of our ſelves, whether we betong to 

ood or no ;, whether reconciled, regeneraged and. - 
S 

F 4 PoCrh. - 
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born of God, or no; whether united to Chrif, 
juſtited and pardoned, or no : If you are, why 
thcn ſhould we be weary of Aflition ? For, if Gol 
have cone lo many great things for us, ſurely he 
loves ns, and will atfliet us no more, nor no longer 
than need :; 5nch a Soul will ſay, Jf the Lord plece 
ro become my Ced in Covenant, to give me to Chrif, 
and Chriſt to me ;, to pardon my Sins, and rake me int 
bjs favour, and ſave me at laſt, let him do with ny 
Health, and Eſtate, and Liberty, and Relations, and al, 
a he pl-afeth, But if on the contrary, vponexatts 
nation, we find our ſelvcs not regenerated and 
pardoncd, it is high time for us ro ict about the 
creat works in carneft, 1:{ we ſhould he cut of 
before they be wrought in us, and to ſet in with 
God in bis AfiTozs on us, for his Rods are one 


way he ta'zes to bring about theſe gracious work ,.: 


upon us: therefor we ſhould not Le weary of them, 
O 12honr for the {-nſc of Gels Pardoning, Re 
gencrating, Recceming T.ove ;, ond labuur to ear 
up to vour i-Ives, vill, Interef in God by Chik, 
and this Wil DCar YVUs uPs 


s. Fijthly, Labour to ge: and keep your Cot 
ſciences pure and clean, that when there be Trov 
bles without, you may have Peace within : Butt 
God ftrike yon without, and lay on blows on yolt 
outward Comforts, your Confciences may not la 
von within, and charge you with heavier Bit 
thens, Tfa man have a ſonnd and whole Back 
he can bear an heavy Burthen ; but if his bac 
be fore, a ſmall Birthen will pinch him: Lt Þ 
therefore make even reckoning with God and! 
own Conſciences, by renewing our Repentanc 
our Faith, in the Blood of Jefus, and by New© 
hedience ; and let us take heed we wrong not, dt 

- woung our Conſcicnces, 6, Sixth 


Ol 
ny 


as y 


$, 
mc 
(ont 


'he j 
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6, Sixthly, Spend many Thoughts on Zion, be 
rrievedl for the Afiitions of F ejeph, think upon 
tie Miſcries and Diftrcfies of many of the Lorl's 
tear Servants, and lay them to -eart : Livert 2nd 
cn aſide from muſing on your own Troubles ons 

, and let Son's Sorcows have ſome i: aprethon on. 
your Minds, 


9, Seventhly, Lanour tO att Faith ſtrongly vpon 
the Inviſidle God, and upen that jr more exceed-. 
ig ard et: TRA mwelg,"t al ry «pgs Tt in Heaven for 
m Moſes endured, and waz not w-ary, as ſeeing 
lim that is inviiible, Zeb, 13. 25, 26. baving an eye 
"the recompey;ce of reward, 

AR Faith on God's Almighty Por iE can 
ing light ont of Garkneſs, and can vial: ary. 
ones live : And upoa his infinite witdem he, 
who 18 only-wil} and moutr mercitul, orders ell the 


cumſtances of your A Aiktions, for Uume, place, 
Ality, av! quantity ; AM Fairh on hi, 2 ich Full. 

A Ri ghteouneſs, —— Pity anc Comparinon s 

8 labour bY Faith LO rc Alize eno Þ. 1:1{£] {UL 

ated Glory, which A' fiStiuns = are VU TUT > 

_ ne, ſpread, and enlarge your £ [1041s {13 an 
eutations on thoſe Crowns 21 a. | x ng 0:15, that 

= ncorruvtible and vn. IcAled, rode” #.1 


\, | 19t away, reſerved in Heaven LE vo. tho 
many Manfions in your Fa the C's 10th, O! VC 
tag H abitat1 IONS ne 4.0 ei | {Wweut by O's 1 ORD L Y 


with thoſe Though ; 
b, Lajth, To prevent or cn” Wares,” it ny i 
mich in Pra: yer : Scek the L.vi, fk hls Fave 
mtinually, feck his Strengih $0 rio» rm 


| flier, mln 29 1 ih.m th; have.” 20 if ty bt 2 CHIre 


" 
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#:-27gth, Id. 40. 25, 30, 3le Fam. 5. 13. Iſa, 
52.4% 1s any afflicted, ler him pray, call upon Gil 
is Tue day of Trouble, 


©. But is this all we muſt do in Affiition? Moi 
we 10 nothing but pray ? 


A. Yes; 1. We muſtſeek the Lord, and ſear 
axr bearts, and try our ways, Lam. 3. 40. ſeeking 
God, and ſearching our Hearts, to find out ou 
Sins, muſt go together, 

. Seck the Lord, and hear the Voice of hi 
Rod ; Mic. 6, 9. God ſpeaks many things by Ab 
fiQtions ;, all his Rods have Voices; there i a 
awakening, a diſcovering, an humbling Voie, 2 
purging trying Voice, an inſtrutting, teaching 
comforting Voice : Let us own Go4's Hand in 
our Afﬀittions, whoever be the Inftraments. 
8 the Iord kath taken away-my Health, my Eſtate," 
Frie;:4s : So ſaid holy Fob; not a word of Its 
ment, 

3+ Seck the Lord, and turn ro.him with all yo! 
Heares : Turn to him that ſmiteth : Ic is 1n vane! 
ſeek God, if w- 49 not turn from ovr Sins, bytii: 
Repentance an thorow Reformation, | 

4, Sexk the Lord, and a& Faith on jeſus Chril 
Fofe 6.4, 2. jos 30 ays be will revioe is. Is 
ther ſays, T«.;: {r the < rip;are Pan) ſpeaks of, 1 
I5. 4. Chrift:-;: the :ird day, 5:6 4ing 19 the SF 
2ture ; Wrat £:25jpcone ? THis, ich het And in 


243 C "- $1,360 « -m #& : Lo. Tl dt 
the ſence 33 £1120 \S L240 GI A4vs ſhould ſay, Ou 
Affiftions ana 5: «wc ...oy bc -rcat, and veW 


c 4 1 
ye ir them fer « t. \c . 50 did Chris, he 
dad, and buried, ant lay in the Grave two Wh 
but he #23 raiſed wp the third Cay, And Uh 
Mgald a Chil of God exeicile lis tans 


. % 
Lv? 
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» | *thus and thus afflifted, and brought very low, ' 
| | *ſo was Chriſt, and much more 5, he was a Man of 
| arrows, though he were the beloved Son of God t 
i He was delivered up into the Hands of Enemm:es,. 
F | he was ſcorned, ſ{courged, cruc:fied, - killed, but 
'my Condition was never. fo bad ; no Sorrows 
mere like Chriſt's ; Never. was the Church cf 
4 | *God, the Cauſe of God, in fo low a condition 
xz | *3s Chriſt was, who is the Head of his Churci: : 
ir | © never was Man or Woman in ſo low 2 condition as 
i Chrift was; he lay not only 224-r the wrath 
ki: | *and malice 0” Men and Devilz, but under his 
af | * Father's wre*l. . '1o ; tHe 2127 not only brought to 
x | *Death's Door. vat *' > * aca it felf;, yea, he was 
2 | (ſealed up in his Gra.e, 758 yet God raiſed him 
ng, | ©. Here is | ow! for Fauh © in what depths © 1c 
a] | dangers ivev . the Chiuwch of God and People of 
þ | God may hc, !c* us act Faith on the Reſurredti- 
,m | of Chri:: , b- was raiſed up, and fo ſhall we, 
fu | ifwe be bis. © | th: i<fore let ns truſt in the -1i 
ring God, "9 reil!:tÞ the 4:21, C07, Is Gs 
your | Thus we {ce what means to ofe, that we may 
int | a0t grov; weary of Gul's Chattiſements, nor faint 
tris | Wider them: 


ki | Q. 0, but ;f 7 brew God did affli® me ;n Love, 


Is I fon! 1 not grov? weary, out 1atiently and cheerfully be? ak 
Cor. | Ty Trouble ? Lo 
Sere | 


ther] 4 1. If thy Hears be cdirawn out more after 
Ou | Godyto love Gud more, to fear, to pleaſe,” to fol- 
m7 | w after Gol more, it is in loves If thou ars i 
- w | ore fearful of Sinring again God, and more . 
da | Eeul to glorigc lin, It is in loves, Plats 3216s 

m6] 2, 3, 4, <, 


ils ”> 
hve + Id 
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2. If you enjoy the gracions Preſence of Gy 
with you in your Afittion, his teaching, ſtrength. 
ning, ſanititying, quieting, ſatisfying, humbling, 
comforting Pre;ence wil you, then you may Cott» 
cludc. it i5 1a love , 1/2.42 2. Pſal. 94. 19. 2Ca, 
4.16. Wien your inward man is renewed, as your 
Gluiward perithcth, 

2. If your Atfictions make you more conforme- 
ble to {rity in cones, Humulity, Heavenly: 


nels, Fati-r:CC, Selt-denyal, Sr. 

4. T you ve taught by the $5;7:% 2nd Word, 
when atftictec! 17 tae hed, how to hate 5'n more, 
to dyc te Seit aml the Varitits Of the Worl 
Ware \ low to 4. to utl Retarions, and Creature 


Com.rts 3. a HOW £0 IL.t Bp Caritmore, 
an.l jor? M7 SQUIE © Prepare Tur 22h more, 
and mind t22yen nce . then you are afflicted in 
Lore ; wlefcd arc ticy char arc tnus taught by 
Amhuction ; 7/1, 94. 12. 

5. I: God lay no more on yon tizzn he enables 
you to bear; ſz. 27.8. Fr. 30. 1:. & 46. % 
1 Cor. 10.13, 

6. If you can be willing, to 1lye in the Furnace 
until your drois be conſumed ; Fob 23. 10. Mic.7% 
Can you cry Our, Lord, remove the Cruſe rather ren 
the ZijeF : tub? away my Corruption rather man my &* 
fition : A Cure, Lord, 4 Cure of the Diſtempers of 
wile Heart; good Lord, a Cure ? | 

7. If you can live by Faith on the Promiſes i 
your Afiiction 5 Ht. 41. 10, & 43. 1,2,3. & 57: 
1 Tim, 1.15. Tj. 50. 15. fob. 10. 17, 27) v 
iſa. 26. 3. Mah. 11. 28,29. Heb. 12.10. 
2. 14. Heb. 12.5. Fom. 8. 23, Zech. 13. 9- ls, 
-4.$. & $4. 11. Let us labour to find theſe (vet 
Fruits of God's Fatherly Love to us in our # 


no 


2( 


aday 
1 the 
ur T 
xe !0! 
4. 

the [y 
126, 
the ſv 
the m 
$, 

comp: 
fave 
ditatic 
man 
thou | 
the Bc 
Mifer 
6, 
ſpirit 
Care | 
2, G, 


Pictions, and then we ſtall not grow weary. _.. 
2 0! | 


dpoule 
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2 Obj. But my Affiitions bave been long upon me. 


4Aiſ, 1. Not ſo long as thy Mercies have been: 
(rſt thou number the days of thy Health ? Have 
wtthy good days bcen many more than thy evil 
lays? 

4 Nor ſo long as thy Sins have been : Thou 
at been a Icanizreflor from the FI omb, a Sinncr 
rom thy Conception ; , _ ol. 

3, Nor {o long as the \ions ot others it 
gay be far b{tter = 211 Cou. Seethe 77th and 88th 
Maims, Ger. 15. 12, 13, Four hundred years ? 
Ex0l, 12. 40, 41. Fob 21. 25. Soine have not had 
aday of health or pleature many years ;, no, not 
a their Lives 5 Oh, how ſhould this quiet us under 
ur Troublcs, tizar we may not complain that they 
ae long - 

[0 The longer thy Aﬀiitions have heen on thee, 
he ſiweccer will Hcaven at laſt be to thee; Pjal. 
126, 1,2, 5, 6, compared. The longer the Storm 
te ſweeter cho Calm; the longer in the Tempeſt, 
the more welcome the Harbour, 

5. Thy Aftidtions arc not long, but ſhort, 
compared with that Eternity of Glory reſerv2d in 
Haven for you 5, as in the 'Lexc 5 Ever! afting Ha- 
diations, Eternal Lite,a Crown ot Glory t;: + f. 4eth 
at away : Have an Eye fixed on the Crg Wn, hile 
tou beareft the Croſs : One Moments being in 


te Boſom of Chriſt, will make thee torget all thy 
Mifry; oh, long for that goo tho 
6, The lons For you Are mn kf ickl ons, th oC more 


[| 
ſpiritual Ex; PETICNCes you have ot the Love and 
Gare of Chrift tewards you; 2797. 1.5, 2 Cor. 
125. O, the Love-tokens that Clhrirr ivnds his 
Pouſe in the Furnace of Atliction ! then hz 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks. moſt kindly to her ; The bleſſed Martrs | 
ay artyn 


und ir fo, 

7. Long Affiidtions are but Preparatives, ſon. 
times to long-liv'd Mercies; as in Foſeph and py 
wid, Iſa. 54. 11,12, 13, 14. If by my long 
fliction God make more room in my Heart fy 
himſelf, Son, and Spirit, his Word ; :f hecrucit 
my AﬀeRions more to the World, and make x: 
more conformable to Chriſt, I ſhall for everhls 
his Name tor them. 

$. The more Atfliftions here, the more Gl 
hereafter ; 2 Cor. 4. 16. Matth. 5. 10. tor, 1ſt, ti 
more Aflittion, the more Grace 1s exerciſed ; a 
the more Grace here, the more Glo-y hereafter: 
24ly, The more Affii2ions, the more religiousDy 
ties will be performed 5 Pfal. 109. 4. 1/4. 26.16, 
Pſal, 42. 1, 2, 3- Now God will reward every na 


eccording to hu works, though not for then; 


2 Cor..15. laſt; 2 Cor. 9. 6.+ 

9. Impatience will but lengthen our Afidion; 
God's time is the beſt for deliverance ; Afﬀittia 
ſhall lat no- longer than need : A, 27, 13, 1% 
Pjal. 22. 1, 2+ & 94 9. . Rom. $. 28, 


Moreover, that we may bear vp as Chriſtias, 
and not grow weary, and ſo may find that al! or 
Afiitions are bleſſed to us, to prepare us for tix 
rar more exceeding an1 eternal weight of glory, Ik 6 
well on a few more Connderations. 

(1.) That thele our Troubles are all the Ht 
ze ſal! have, 

(2.) Think ranch on the real :iritnal  Advants 
ses we ſhall have by Afﬀiction ; Have we not 1s 
10me ? bleſs God for them. | 

(2.) Your choiceſt and chieteſt Treaſure is at; 


it fe] 


your Go!, your Chriſt, your Portion, your C _ | $r 
% 
8T | 


worketh the greateftEternal Good, r1T 


-y Inheritance is ſafe; your Graces, your Souls are 
(4.) Conſider it is our nnmortified Luft thar is 
te ſting of all our Afflitions ;, its Sin adds gall ro 
qr wormwood $; Let us ſet our ſelves in carneft to 
tie mortifying of our Sins, apply the Blood of * 
(rift, beg his Spirit, Rom. 8. 13. 

(5.) That all our Aftiitions come to us through 
tie Covenant of Grace, Pſal. $9. 30, Oc. 

(6,) That they do but reach our worſer, our 
laſer part, our Budies ;, 2 Cor. 4. 6, Our Souls may 

ow better. 

(7.) Labour to live by Faith, and keep it ag, . 
auch in exerciſe as poſhble ;, for Faith in exercy8 
if, ſhews the extreme vanity of all earthly things, 
or the Soul by Faich ſeeth them as God ſeeth 
them, to be all vanity and vex4tion, and fo it over- 
wmeth the World; 1 Fob. 5. 4. 24ly, Faith pre- 
knts to the Soul greater, ſweeter, better things 
M; | in God- and Chrift, than can poſhbly be found in 
tio | te Creature : Faith looks and feeds on Invifibles. 
15 | 2{y, By enabling the Soul to center it ſelf on God, 
ad to be ſatisfied with the naked enjoyment of 
| lim; God is Alto the Soul that truſteth in him; 
Ws, | 76, 14. 8. Pfal. 17. 15. Phil. 2.8, 9. 

%T] ($.)Labor every day to. be more humble,low and 
Us | little in your own Eyes. Who am 1? Iam not wor- 
t | tyof the leaft of God's Mercies ;, I have forteited 
, | U; I have improved none ; it 15 Pride only that» 
Fa! dings Diſcontent; 

(9.) Conſider, the worſt thar God doth to his 
People here, is but to do them g00d in the- latter 
» | ad; Hof. 2, 14. Heb. 12. 1C- 
| (19) What God with. 5s beſt; God 15 Wiſdom 
wk t ſelf, and he 35 Goodne-s it ſeit; when he ſends 
T | Wnels, Sicknels is bet; 
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(11.) That Ged will be with us in all our 4; 
flitions; that his Ends in afilicting us are all ood 
and gracious; rhat the beft way to have our wills 
is entirely to !ubmit them to God's Will, 

(12.) Think much on the ſhortneſs and uncer. 
tainty of Lite; Lite is not vitz, but via ad vim; 
Hold out Faith and Patzeric?, thy Troubles and thy 
Life will ſhortly end togerher, 

Let us moſt {eriouſly and often ſpeak thustoour 
ſelves; * T have great Works to ao, great Mt: 
* ters to diſpatch, a God to he reconcilel to, 
* Chriſt to cloſe with, @ Son! to fave, a Ra ty 
* Fun, a Crown to win, a Pardon ta get. an Hil 
* to eſcape, a Body or Sin todeftroy, a Wor'tt 
conquer, a Heaven to tccure, and I hare bw: 2 
little ſhort uncertain time for alt this; I har 
one Foot in the Grave, 1 am jutt going aſhore 
on Eternity, what time have £{ to fand poring 
on my Troubles? . Oh ! ler my wire Soul be 
taken up with my moſt necctacy Work; 6, 
let me engaze all the puwcrs of my Soul, an! 
Members-ot my Body, in ftedving and lab 
ring to ſecure my eterral Happineſs, how 0 
improve all my A:tictions to the good of ny 
Soul, how to 2lorifie God in thole Fires, ho# 
to enjoy Communion with God in every C07. 
tion, how to live {o this little ſhort fime, that 
may dye in Peace, an enter into iy NMoitte's 7 
to be with my deareſt Lord in <tory, tor cre 
£ andever. Oh! rheſe things {R901 rake upour 
T houg|tts, ang 0 tel onr Minds. 
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wt all onr light Afﬀflitions, which are but for 2 
went, {hall work for us that far more exceeding and 
xml weight of Glory :, to which purpoſe, that 
(hriftians may be able ro hear up unidcr all their 
Troubles, the Apoſtle fubjoins a notable and 11n- 
wr help, which him elf and the Primitive Chri- 
fias had tound very uſeiut by their own experi- 
ace, which is expreſſed in the vilowing Verie. 


And fo much for this 19th Verſe. 


TART UL. 


Heaven and Earth| 


BC1TOMEZD: 


OR, | 
INVISIBILITIE)|: 


IHE 


Greateſt Realities, 


2 COR. ir. 10. | 
While we look not at thoſe things which 


are ſeen, but at thoſe things which a 
zot ſeen : for thoſe things which at 
ſeen are temporal, but thoſe thing 


which axe not ſeen are eternal. 


wW 


E have ſeen in the former Diſcourſe vi 
bravely the Apoſtle and Primitive Chr 


fians bore up under all their cruel | 
ferings, and got advantage by them ; as Ver. 161 | 
and what means they uſed to attain this w—_ | 


|$4ded, for they are erzrral; And becauſe theſe 
n 
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nee; beſides all which, here 1s another ſingular 
xlp they made uſe of, to get this gracious frame 
i Spirit, and that is in theſe words, Verſe 18, 
je faint not (they ſay) but gather ſtrength, and get 
jun inwardly 5, while we look not as thoſe things 
rich are ſeen, G t at thoje things which are not ſeen : 
long as we ſhut out viſible things of our Minds, 
ad ſhut our Eyes at them, and fo long as we ap- 
xehend and mind things inviſible, and fix our 
tres on unſcen things; while we do ſo, we faint 
wt under all our Sufterings, but profit by them. 
zereis looking, off, and looking, on, a double Aa 
&Faith 5 a looking off ſeen things, things viſible 
v the Eye of Sence, we look off theſe; and a 
loking on things not ſeen, but invitible to the Bo- 
Uy Eyes 

Here 15 a double work, one negative, the other 
firmative; Fos the negative part, obſerve, 1. the 
it, if I may properly ſo call it, a looking off, or 
iboking away from, a withdrawiag of their ſight, 
i An ObjeR, things that are ſeen, viſible things, 
ings obvious to boauty Ngat, 4. 'The Reafo? 
unexed, for they are are temporal: All things that 
re (cen are remporel, things that will laſt but for 
time, a ſhort time 5 they are fading, fleeting 
tings, tranſitory momentany things : Be they 
aod things or evil things, be they proſperous or 
arerſe, be they ſweet or bitter things, if they be 
tenthings, viſible things, they are but remporal, 

2, A poſitive pradtice, but we look unto thoſe 
tings which are nor ſeen. 1ſt, Here is the A, we 
ut; At Anime, it is the A of the Underftand- 
&, Will, and AﬀeRions, all are ſet and fixed on, 


[41 employed about, 2d/y, The Objeft, things 


 4re not ſeen, things inviſible 3 and the Reaſon 


Un» 
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upkcen tings ere eccrnal, therefore are they moi 
wort!:y of our moſt forious rhoughts and beſt af. 
Cons. Ani born chele Acts, of looking off fron 
Viilbic te Prat thin as, and looking ON Upon invi. 
lible Ec{raa! things, have a \cry great a 0 
ſupporting Clriitians un''er all their Sufferings i 
thus Wor. (0 7 as Vii mal uwcitly ap Mcar in hag i 
low; L, i, OTH CL! il, 


1. Fiſt, What is here negatively expreſe: 
Ve 120k not at cheic riings witich arc leen; the 
meaning is not, that they did ſhut their izyes un 
all earthly thin's, and Fak2 NO _—_ 2% 6 .l ofthen, 


for that was wot x; 211 L2uty —_ \7 _— Juralit 

labcnred will! 21S Finds, 1iCl _ 110rt 2 all Chr} 
ftians to be 47;inomr in their C hr " \.1ich toe 

coull not 3e, is chevy aid not 1-2 « upon theting 
of this Worki z but he mean+ 1 Fe at UNE ears 
min: (iS, ang airoctions wolIS WCULL 'l and raxch of 
= n carthly thiagss, they vos not C2Ttuy Mit 


s They mingec 4 not the thinss a9gs” *þe 2:, Rom, l 
53 "y Chal Log atolk ily aid ITCHY > oe not ac a} 
In COMparion of inviſible 2nd Ctorro 4 UN ings: 9 
our Lor ( iS to be underitcen, "M: '% Ge 27s aki 
at for that meat phicy perit.cth s That is, nt b 
much, not ſo earnetiy, a for thac which endure 
to Etcrnal Lifc. | - th J. 2. SCE YOU afjctttms 0 
things 26300, no 01 things bolow 3 that, is, compar 
tively : » but Jet the £ crong ac, ſtaculick ſxream d 
70ur Aion run Hcaven-ward : _Let yourA6 
tions be bfer, that is, placed, {et}ed, fixed pen ting 
above ; Not that we ſhould not a: all mind thing 
below, but we muft not ſet onr Hearts upon tha 
nor fix an ” pace our Loyes and 7-lizhts in tit 
So hexe, we look not or things that are ſeen, tis 
is, .WEC Arad not our Aﬀections on them 3 _ 
th ) 
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Mi | things arc nor the chief anc. Pr;cacipal things that 


Fe. 


remind; nor do we exercilc and ipead our moſt 
Grious aad chict thougnts alout theie villble 
things, they are not the 1” 21 'tudy and care of 
qur Souls, / ain (faith tus Apoitie) crucified to 
it; world, md the world 3s cr11 Tk [ 20 4 3 Cal, 6. I'4. 

There are two kind; ot vilible things, viſible 
wod things, and vittole evil things, neither of 
which was the object or their principal thoughts 
and cares ; and they give a gvod Keaſou for it, 
tecauſe they are tempcial, they are ſhort-liv'd, 
2nd but for the preſent, and theretore we do nor 
much mind them, nor look after them. 

t. Viſibie good things, funply and in themſelves 
food 5, 25, ; 

(1.) Life, Animal Life, one of the bet good 
things in the Wor11, yet very ſhort, and very un- 
certain, Fob 14. 1. F4mes 4. 14. What is Our life ? 
[tis buta \' 20ur, that appeareth for a little time, 
ad then vaniſheth away 5 7/al. 39. 4, 5. 

(2.) The Accommodations of Lite , as, Riches, 
but uncertain, 1 Tim, 6. 17. Corriuptible, 1 Pet. 1. 
17, 18. Dzceirful, Maith. 13. 22. 

(3.) Pleaſures, they are but for a ſeaſcn, Zeb, 11. 
al lawful Pleaſures, ſuch as Solomon had, all but 
unity and vexation ;, Health and Streng:h, Friends 
ad Relations, all are but for a time, a very-ſhort 
uncertain time. Abraham had his S:r.', xd Da- 
ul his Fonathan, and Facob his P:ck-i, but for a 
ime; Gaily Experience proves all his, all vifible 
good is but temporal. 

2, Eval things thar are viſible 210 Hot iromperal 
alo, Heavincls endurcch but for a awment 
dckneſs, Pain, Poverty, Diſgrace, Perſecution, At- 
fictions are but ſore nom-1t, Tribulation ten days, 
© hone of Temptation ; Deſertion but a iitie 

my- 
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moment 5 and becauſe this is the Nature and Pg 
perty of all vifible things, that they are tranſit 

temporal things, not lalting,much leſs everlaſting; 
therefore we that are enlightned by Grace, ar! 
that have true underſtandings and right apprehe 
ſions of theſe things, and which have alſo had the 
experience of their ſhortneſs and uncertainty, bat 
of th2 good and evil things of this World, we 
not look unto them, that is, we look beyond then 
and above them; thoſe vitible temporal thi 

do not lye ſo near our Hearts, nor take up 

much room in our Minds, nor ſo much place it 
our Aftettions, as inviſible eternal rhings do, ni 
as thoſe viſible temporal things do in the Hears 
and Minds of others, whoſe Hope and Portion i 
in this Life, and whoſe Minds the God of thi 
World hath blinded. No, no; we look not upo! 
thoſe earthly things with ſuch an Eye of Lore 
Defire, and Delight ; the vitible good thing: 
this World do not raile or delight our Souls, nt 
ſeek we that content in r1em chat others do; nt 
have we {ch dreadful thoughts of the evil thing 
of this World, as to perplex our ſelves with tx 


fears of them before they come 5; nor with imms |,. 


derate ſorrow and grief when they come ; nor ar 
we ſo dzjeaed and troubled, when we part ui 


the viſible Comforts of this Life, becauſe we har: |, 


right Apprehenſions of them ;, and therefore 
faint not under our Afﬀfliftions. ; , 

Erom hence two Points of Dodtrine are oblict 
vable, 


and of no long continuance, therefore gracious Sul 

engage not their Hearts too much in them, nor 

cernthemſetyesr00 much for them or about then. 
2 


: Dot. That becauſe all viſible wo are Tempirh, | 
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b | » Doft, That 4 right and true Fudgment of earth 

| things, will be!p much to Jupport and uphold 1 

| Lord's Servants in and wmier all the Affiitions of 
1 


= 


ul wylife. 


lk | 1 Def. 1. Firſt, That becauſeall viſible things 
Wu |;e temporal, but for a ſhort time, therefore they 
U [not b2 much minded nor regarded. This is 
| Charadtcr and the Duty of all gracious Souls, 
? 1C7.7. 29, 30. Becauſe the time & ſhort, therefore 
0 \iyther have wives muſt be as if rhey hed none, and they 
0 Tkrmerp as if they wept nor 9c. Foh, 6. 27. Labcur not 
ut Vi thet mere which periſberb: And Phil, 4. 6. Be care= 
n s in nothing, &C. 

Ws | Q, Bur m.i/# we caſt of all care of earthly things, 
90% Jud aot mind them at a!! ? 


4. Not ſo neither; for we are commanded ta 
nk, and uſe lawful Callings, and to abide in our 
Ulings ; but the meaning is, 
1 That we muft not mind and regard viſible 
lings, earthly things Ther, when we are to mind 
ville and heavenly things ;, ſee 1/4 58. 13. 
lym the holy day of God, and when we are in 
dh Duties, praying, hearing, reading, medita- 
2 then our Hearts, Thoughts, and Minds ſhoulg 
*yholly taken up with invitible heavenly things, 
riible earthly things laid aſide. 
2, Nor muſt we mind them ſo heartily,ſeriouſly, 
4ghtfully, as we muſt mind heavenly things ; we 
4, [the fervent. ia Spirit, ſerving the Lord, Kom. 
ps " V11.and 8ive, as in an Agony, 10 enter in at the 


Swi |; = 

gate, Luk. 13. 24. and give all diligence to 
& we yur calling and eletion ſure z, and to ſerve the 
Dot | Lord 
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Lord with our whole heart, and with all ous mich 
but we are never commanded to mind and ey 
the things of the World fo, nor with tuch Eager 
neſs and tervency, The Lord chargeth it x; 
grievous Cri on 7/rael, that . they panted wt 
the Du it of the {at Ty AN 2. 7 7 Bil gractous|ul 
pant 7 {ter Get; Pj he 42. I, 2 &X 02. I, 2,8, LF 
Sous: ; 2th bard qjier Gods an CG 1j:d are they t! 
hunger and hiſt a/ter right to9fec/S, Math, 5, Ne 
they that hunz2r ea chirt 1 tr the FiONou, 
Pleaſures, Alia Riches TH Ls \Vorid. L Fore, 
I4, 15. Love nG: the w3rldl, un whe things of i 
w0rid, 

3. Nor muſt we rind theſe vifble terapor 
things firſtly, Pcinctpaliy, and chiefy, but ay 
ſccon! arily,and in WU. >rei-icy to heav: *nly this 
INLat lis 6. 33» 34+ - Firſt |, ek ri'e U211% don of God, fi 
in thc DESINnINg, of your Lie ; frft, in The my 
ing of the day a | firſt, i in your Actions, 

4. Nor moſtly ; Get is io be loved mithuls 
he als, 'þ all our ſouls, with all our mints, audi 
all our ſirengrh, Marth, 22, 37- Pſal. 16, g, 1 tet 
fet the Lord always b-/ jore me, 48 the ricjs worthy Ws 
of my continual love, dr fire, t ar, ad dligit, 

5. Nor muſt we io mind viithle thirge atall 8 
to be taken off from minding h: avenly things 0 
TO bz hu :dred irom, Or to Wop nan; te] tor 1:04 
heavy enlyt thi: NF 

6. Nor muſt we mind t' MN, bat with heavel 


Hearts, and for heavenly cn), ſtill min: nding 6 - 


in them, he! \W ro HO! Shele y "MN OY The! ho x (i 


IO, 21s Whet:. er Je Cat or dk, or whitc —__ |; 


al '6 the glory 5 f'God, 


| P 4 1 - v- ; 
Q. But wie 40 377 ihind vIſul; temporal this;s 
muck ? 
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Ar. 18, When we mind them une2Onably, 
noted be! ore : 21'y, When we mud thei ino: OY 
nately, ou: of order, that is, firitly an principally : 
ally, When we mind them immoderately. Let your 


molratio: be known unto all men, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Phil. 4+ 


Q. Byt when 49 we minJ1 them im moderately ? 


Ar;. 1. When onr minding of theſe viſible tem- 
noralthing 5 hinders us from mining thoſe invitible 
andeternal things. Thi; was the Sin of Demas, 
hisembracing this Worl! made him forfake Paul : 
p that when the Servic2 of Chriſt muſt give place 
tothe £2:71c2 of the World; when the Farm, the 
Oxen, the Wite, muſt be preferred before the 
feaſt, and good Huries laid aftle while the Work: i 
sſer\ &; when the call of God is negleted, an4 
the ca!l or the World obeyed ; then do we mind 
arthly things Immoderately. 

In ſom2 caies, Iconfecls, that is in Caſes of Ne- 
ality, to ſhew Mercy to any in Miſery, to fave 
r pre;erve Life, God will have mercy, and not (- 
nice ; but out of tho © caies God and his Service 
miſt be preferred before all vile temporal things. 
bit when earthly things ſo fill up our Heads, 


| *arts, Minds, Thoughts, Hands, Time and 2it, 


env], ; 

” Gl) at We have. none lett to {pend or beſtow on hea- 

L- C0, ly things, then we mind viable things immode« 
"\ ately, 


2, When our min:ling vitthle temnoral things. 


ahts and indiſpoſ...h as for incing myitble ad 


| *rnal things 5, when EQETAT Y Frey ha're {' en- 


— 


&% our Hearis, and fc ) CNg 1824 Our Elinds, that 


| ky deaden and 4: ill, coz an t OY Our SPLITS, 


: 
(> + 4 
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any Yiiou taperel geud 5 but, Lord, Tife uw 


fo entangle and perplex our Lhonghts, as tha] + 
' thereby we are put out of fram? and temper, ar 1; 
made unfit to mind or meddle with Divine x - 
Heavenly things. Zuke 21. 34+» Take bed, If :| 
any time your hearts be over-charged with ſurfetix] bei 
nd drunkenneſi, and cares of this Irfe, faith orÞ þr 
Lord, tall 
2. When we are leſs tired and wearied inti| ft 
thoughts of viſible temporal things, than «| jic 
the thoughts of inviſible cternal things ; Wha ard 
we can plot, ſtay, cark, care, think, mile, ponir} {yy 
upon, freely talk of carthly things, without uz 6 
rineſs, but with much dclight, as being very {i-f of $ 
table to our Minds, and theretor2 very pleatzh viii! 
and grateful ro us, we can tink and ſpeak ef pora 
earthly things from morning till nig\tt, withbz] Ape 
wearineſs, but are ſoon weary of the ftudy andn:| nor 
ditation of heavenly things ; nay, are meerSms| min; 
gers to heavenly Meditation and heavenly D-| rc 
courſe ; Mal. 1. 13. When we are in. compar aj! 
where there is heavenly. talk, we are foon wear Ti 
of ſuch company, and of ſuch talk, and are v-| yrs 
ling to break oft ſuch Diſcourle, and to enter] Chril 
the talk of worldly thing. 

4. When we arc more attentive unto, more &| 1, 
tent upon, morc ſeriouſly affe&ed with, and mot] Xior 
ſtrongly impreſſed by thoſe vifiiz!c temporalthins| 1 C 
than we are with ai by inviſible and etenz} *7:2, 
thinge, When go01 Mews from Sea or Land, i] 9! 
g90d "1rg411, £01 ivccels in out Worldly br 
nfs, doth moce hoartily aﬀctt us and rejoyes}[* 1, 
{ ol © fows rum Heaven, or any ſou” -: 
Mercy, tnacn we do immo.lerately miad ca'J. 
things, It was far othergile wiih holy D810, 
7ſal, Cos 6. 7» Wt y /2yY, 1.0 19 / Mw us ay git WY; 
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the light of thy countenance rpon 5 : Thou 1ſt put i 


gladn2 5 imo iny Peart, than when tio2ir cork an4 wine 


eo 


eccreaſed, At fo it is with all gracious SCuls, 
'N When i * gUN of vitt9le t2mporal things 


brings MOLE } and the lo: ry '- moze 
ror than x 1 —_ 0: 39 & ron 21 


| % # i f TI * &*® 
tang . Wi QCN 1 als 5 Ai 1 0: an 3 . \ þ OQNVUr, 


ofthe Ea 0i:r of x Sreat P2707 L I0r2 Ice 
kl jace the reart chan the cain OC: :! prices 
x ad tho lo!s oO! an E{t2tc or | (| \ $: *T 
WAR ') the los os God. « 00, Cuinice: {wt 
6, \\ NON WC Ra nore a 1 - MINT TI Y in 
of An, [4 14 WO l L & 5 Way 1 ! LL | ; (i yo 
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Gol; nothing is ſo dangerous : See Nahyn 1, 
God uc jealous, and th? Lord revengeth : the Lyrg ». 
vengeth and is furios ;, the Lord will take v2ngeaue 
by adverſaries, and rejerveth wrath for bis enenjy, 
What a dreadiul "Text is this ! And who are th 


Lord's Fremies ? Why, thoſe that are the friends 6 


the world, faith th2 Spirit of Gol, Although by 
few think or bel'-ve ſo, vet fo it is; anditis; 
moſt dreadful th..z to be the Enemies of 6 
for then God is our Enemy, and that is mg 
dreadful, Now, he that js 4 friend t0 the mill 
is the enemy of God, World in that plac! 
take to be the ſame that is here in my Text, al 
jed Vifible temporal things, the good things of tii 
World ; Such as are th: friends of ttefe things, fait 
the Apoſtle, are the enemies of Go1:, andthisign 
ſmall matter ; let us all thcretore look well toi; 
that we be not ſuch, 


Q. But who are whe friends of this World ? younl 
ask. 


A. Firſt, All ſuch a3 love this World, and it 
things of it, more than God, and Ch, nd tt 
venly things; this is moit clear : Sv #49, 194) 
Me that Ioveth father or mother mere than. ac, #1 
worthy of me, ſaith our Lord, 2 im. 3. 4. 
of pleaſur2s more than lovers of To.) 

What do moſt Peopic min.l mo*?, and tis 
mecſt upon, and ſpeak moſt of ? I it not if 
World, things that are ſcen? What is "Lit in the! 
Thoughts, Mornings ſoon, ani Evcaings I 
Where are thcir Hearts and Aﬀettions moſt? I! 
our Conſciences ſpeak : Whom do we ſerve 8 
follow and puriue moſ, God or the World, 
<rthg Creature? Was hath the precedenC] © 
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ſpremacy in our bc'rts? What Intereſt is up- 
wrmoft |. cur Ss ? This is a plain Rule of 
Iryal; «1? if we will ſatfer onr own Conſciences 
to {p2ak plain}, wad tell u; the truth, we may 
Mow wheth-r we be Friends uf the World or no. 
Let us deal 'a'thfally with our ſelves in this great 
(xe, and not 1 'r and deceive our ſelves, as 
not go, ani © 4h 32:2 our (elves, by. taking onr 
elves to be the .vrd's Servants, when indeed we 
are bh! real "021: ., becanſe w2 are Friznds of 
th. 'Vorkl 5 a4 by chis miſtake may we ruine our 
ſelves ivs CVET. 

Szcordly, All ſuch as covet, deſire, ſeck after the 
Worll, the Pr -3ts, and Plealures, and Favours of 
It, more thn 2 tr God and Chriſt, after Grace 
ad Glory ; Such as pant after the Duſt of the 
farth, that make hafte to be rich, that load them- 
elves with yellow Clay, ſuch are Friends of the 
World: Whereas gracious Souls are like thoſe in 
Is, 26, $. Tea, in th? way of thy juigments, 9 lord, 
ke w2 waited jor in2e 8 the defire of our ſoul is to thy 
une, and ro ihe remembrance of thee, Wit> my ſoul 
bv? 1 defired thee in the night 5, yea, with my ſpirit 
nithiz m2 will I ſeek thee early. So P/al, 73. 25, 26. 
Whom brve I in heaun but thee ? an4 there 1s none 
win earth that I defire beſides thee, God is the ſtrength 
of my b:art, and my portion for ever, So Th/al, 42. 
l, 2» As the hart pant?th aft:r the te-ter-brooks, j9 
panteth my ſoul aftzy thee, O Lord, The ſtrongeſt, 
teddieſt Streams of his Defires and Loves did 
run after God and his Favour. 

Thirdly, He that is commanited by the Wortd, 
8a Friend of the World; one Friend can com- 
mand another ;, ſo all Friends profeſs to one ano- 
ther, and if they mean not ſo, they baſely difſem- 
ble. Can the Profits and Pleaſures of the World 
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command your H-arts, Thoughts, Aﬀc@tions, Time 
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Vixteiy, He that i: trobled more _ jols 0! 
te temporol things, than for the loſs nf 
God, or his Goſpel; and complains more for tit 
nr and abſence of thcf things, than for tix 
matt and adfence uf Gull, fuch, in ſuch a ({egree; 
ar: 


on 
-” 
» 
oo 
% 


wd - 


[wviſpbilitres the Hiſt Realities. 127 


we Friends of the W orld, ani bing Fricads of 
WORERCIT, APE 2X0 > 0! ? Got. 

Tot iy, tlc th LL & VE thc W rid moſt R i\ Ci [pCE & 
&d n:{t EUCerEUNment ; W2 give our Friends 
not reſpect, and bir entertamumcnt, How oft 


1h Chritt knuck's at our Doors in the Miniſtry 
( 416 WA; a, an.! 3 OT10715 oh his ad $ [1 It, , begging QUur 
Ar Nance a {- ONY D9.T NN. N Chriic called ro us IN 


Oclinances 2341 Providences for Cntcrtainment, 


R } GALE au 

niwe n17e hut vor 1izarts agar 11m 2 How 
X ha till. ' | | T 

V r hath PI k 4\ } - 441 IL CEL he [1 Ving 4 vw ich us, but 


we have grieved ani quenched him by our Re- 
ſtance ? i437 1G eatily have we cntertained the 
Enticements of the 37cr!d ? How readily have we 
embraced the Motions of the World ? This proves 
i; to be Friends of the World; and ſuch are the 
knemiez of God, By theſe thing »3 Ietus try our 
Fes, ond we mey know whether WC be the Friends 
0 ths 170714, or the Fricnds of God. 


It, This Point is proved by Extmple : Take our 
Apoſt]: as 2 pregnant Inſt nce; as in the Text, 
wing, We 20k not at thiſs things which are ſeen : 
$ a Gzl, 2. 20. & 6. 14. 1 am cructh:d to he 
wort, gird the worl:: 1: CFC He [ro m2? As if h2 had 


1 x *. 0 


75 (4 PI : py " »% - - YA # % - 
«l'ty ! $44. It A \ v7 | = F» U/ 11 43 CONnTtelu- 


*1\ : wh, the. 7 a% % % | $ Pp % D.. % G 

2ſhicahic. 211 abaminadlkc a thing, az oNC 
than, 1 & a 4 a SYltfc 6 - he. 
Wage on tne C73, aS © NAZRIACEOYT ON UNC 
b t v1 L +1415 (s . Ire noc to 
v 3 £044 % it "yl & 3 A. IEEE L 
4* - — . 
bz ron, DA n a af) nd nt rom 7 

l þ a - ſ 

» L 

dun 2 OxC 472 7, tl 0 L ANO » [Or TAL 

[4 laid 07 1 1 } i I (7 fil 7 1 I WW. h 15 
_ 1 W 4 

) WwOrQIy 9 ! - 2 «71 3 
th » vo 3 y | -h j \ 
4) W } boo i * 4 vv 4 » OL 

7 of #7 ; 4? y 8 a * ! we 11 
ne " 074 4 41 L? L F a | þ 4 + PLAN; Ef 

1 - . ! ! Md > © 1 - 
EC&lpican'e ant conternpt. » mM2?, asS1a j 


128 Heaven and Exrih epitomiz?d: or, 


© it; IT look no more upon the Wor!?d than j; 
« doth upon me ;, I do as little va ne the World x; 
« it doth value me. And this 3s a fall exPlicatio 
of his ſence in the Text, We look 72: on theſ e thing 
which are ſeen, for they are temporal, Th a is the 
Character Th truly 7-Eracions $ SO! i0, 0 Gal, oP «2% 
The 'y th 4t 272 Ch rity ), have eric fied bs fiejn with 1! Ip 
aftetions and luſts thera 


Q. But how ſhall roo lor witer we are crucified 
ho r” } [ 2 
tre 1707j/d *$ 


"Arſe 1: When onr care for viſible temponl 
things doth not mn {urac and eat out our care fr 


nvithle andetern al thin 53 5 When our care forour 
Rouics £ ioth not «1 [ W ' our Core tor our Souls; 
Deiit. 4» Q Ont £7K bee edt, ar! beep thy foul diltzenth: 
Our Souls muſe ave onr greatet care, and ; 
other cares we - mul cz on G ot: Math. 6.1 

Firlf is ch +13; F _ »” 0; © oa, and Fis riet Wear if; WH 


v1 op, i "thi med ir bed ! be 244-1, 

2. When the work of the Work. i; ncglete!, 
that the work of Go4 may b2 attended. Sze thi 
in Martha's Caie, Luke 10. 40, 41. one thing 5 
needful. 

. When, altho' our Hands may be full of: 
ſible temporal thing3, yet our Hearts are not &: 
tangled nor over-charged with them, 2 Tim. 2.4 
Luke 21. 24+ Whey our Engagements about vi 
ble temporal things do not hins ler 1s from mindin! 


our concernments about invihible eternal thinss, 


1 Tim. 6. 19. When matters and buſineſſes ofth 
World are made to itand by, an give place toti: 
Service of God, When praying times. hcarity, 
reading, meditating times are duly attend:d ar 
obleryed, And indeed, we have need work whi 
On 
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cur day laſteth ;, for there is no work, wiſdom, or 
lerice in the Grave, whither we are going; All 
that is to be done for Eternity, muſt be done in this 
world, F012 9. 4s 

4, A man 1s then crucifed to the world, and to 
theſe vittb!e things, when he is content to be with- 
out theſe good things of the world, when the will 
of the Lord is fo; Content to be without Friends, 
Health, Liberty, Wealth, Honours, Pleaſures, 
ſhil, 4. 11, 12. Contentment is the Hearts Eaſe ; 
well-pleaſedneſs with our condition, without vexa- 
tion or diſtraction 5, to acquieſce in the holy will of 
God: Godlinels and Contentment grow both to- 
xther 5 if Contentment be little, Godlineſs is not 
nuch ; it thou he truly godly, then God, the All- 
ficient and Chief Good, is thy Portion 3; and 
{ thou haſt cnough to content thee, enough to 
make thee happy for ever. It is a Paradoxto the 
Worlz, that a gracious Soul cannot be content 
mich the whole world only, and yet can be content 
without it, Let us ſeek Content where we will out 
of God, and we ſhall never find it. 

5. And laſtly, when a man can patiently bear 
the loſs of all viſible temporal things, then he is 
crucin2d to the world 5 when Loſſes and Crofles 
(@ not fink him, an4 make him faint, as thoſe 
Ynts 1n this Chapter, ver, 16, and thoſe in Hcb. 
0, 34, Who took joytully the ſpoiling of their 
gods, And thus we have the deſcription of a 
ferion that is crucifed to the World, and the World 
to him 5 one thgt looks not on the things which 
ae ſeen, that ſets n0t his Hearteand Aﬀettions up- 
00 them, 
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Fil. The Reaſons of th2 Point, why gracions 
A 


Souls do not fo much revar land mind viſible things 
«KicC thoie nat 1116 'Vs 


Reaſon 1, One Reaſon is 2 th TC xt, which js, 
becauſe they are temporal, 12:22. por) un inz,tra 
Irory, momenta i thins > Al j--Jo 75 g7 = 1 the 
glory thereoj as the f owe of m2 ſte, All arc dying 


things, and there:orc no jvitah! -O! bields for never 
dying Souls to ſpent them£.1: 23 upon. All or 
Relations, how dcar and near 107 cr7, our Eealth, 
Eftate, Liberty, yea, our Life, is but a Vapour, 
that appcat $5 but a little tim e, and then vaniſh 

away 5 therefore not ft for immortal Souls to fix 
upon, 


IRS 


Reaſe 2. Becauſe theſe viſible temporal things 
the outward good things of this World are mot 
times great E nemies to our Souls, and have pronet 
very hurttn] and prejudicial to them, th at have hal 
the greateſt confinence of them, but beneficial t 
Very i £2, Dent. 32. 15. Oh, how few have dx 
the better for Proſper Icy ! 

Now this damage and hurt to mens Souls 
cometh not from thoſe good things themſelves, 0! 
they Are good in themſelves, and are God's Pie 
(8 - but this hurt comes part! y.1 from the Der), 
an! 2rtly from mens own Corrarons. 

iſt, - rom the Devil, the god of this World, 
2 Cor. 4. 4. Who cauſeth I Miſchief to the Souls C 
We, vy the good things of this WOL id, thcle ways: 
1, He miſrepreſents the things of this world i! 
Men, the Riches, Honours. and ileaſures of !, 
Liberty, Hea!rh, Eaſe, Monev, Eſtates, the Del 
Ac WS "hem 1 mm Taile glallcs, _—_ NOT tbe o , 
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Truth in his Word declares them to be ; and in- 
ded ſq they arc, and not otherwiſe 5 but Satan 
repreſents them not as vain, deccitful, vexatious, 
and uncertain things, but. as brave, glorious, {at i-- 
fying things and ence men promiſe themlelves 
ſo much Co ,atent in them. 2, He Iajs Snarcs, 
Baits, and Temprations in all vitthlz .fempural 
things 3 1 Tim, 6. 9. There 1 one” vitible Com- 
fort, but there is ſome Snare, {on c Temptation at- 
ending NN. 3. Te OVer- al aC3 all temporal things 
[0 Us, "mak ng them to be worth all our ; \t12Stion R 
Strength, Time, and Pains, but undervalucs Fes- 
yen, Grace, and Glory ;, there h2 ſaith, why tv 
much ado ? time cnongh herea.ter. 4. tie gro:: 
tens preſer.t Evils, as Shame, Poverty, Sictu* 
Loſſes, Oc, Oh ! theſe > muſt be ac 1-1 hv an - 
means, but lefleneth eternal Ervils, God's \\ cur 
andl Vengeance, anlete rnal Dame tion: ij hut: 
Devil makes theſe vinoic temporal things knrt 264 
tomen, 

24ly, This hurt comes to men thi rough tot own 
Luſtand Corruprions within them ; without wii. 
the Devil conkl nor hurt them ;, if Men af! 
the Spirit of this Worid within t1c.n, 1 Cor. * 
a worldly Spirir, a vain Min, 2 tootith 7.2; 
arthly Mind, darknet 2nd corrapty.. 
arthly things, which comyli x 

unto Satan's Temptatic ns w 

ter Hearts are carr «WY 
tele c2 rthly thi vRAKST 

Now the great MiCtic's v 
40 to Mens S015, CIrOUL,'1 
and Mens own Corrup:! i”, 

pſt, 1 heie Kartniy © 
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their Minds, that they cannot ſee that tranſcendene 
Beauty and unſpeakavle Amiablencſs and Comeli. 
neſs that is in Jeſus Chriſt ;, nor their own abſolute 
neceſſity of him,- and their undone eſtate without 
him : by filling their Hearts, Heads, Haads, ang 
Time and all, {o that there is no room for Chrif, 
nor time to mind Chrift ; Profits and Pleaſures 
take up all their time, and carry -away their 
Hearts. 

Secondly, They hinder men from following Chrif, 
Phil. 2. 21, All ſeek their own, n0; the i%ings of Chi 
at leaft, they hinder men from fol;uwing Chriſt ful 
ly, and whereſoever he goes, as Foſhuz and Cat 
did, and thoſe in the Revelations, 14. 4. 

Thirdly, They hinder men from owning Chrik 
and his Traths and Saints, and from ſuffering for 
Chrift when called thereunto ;, as it hath million 
of Profcfiors in time of Perſecution. 

Now, from the conficderation of the danger we 
are in, from viſible temporal things, we have goo 
reaſon to draw off our Hearts and Aﬀettionstrom 
them, and not much to mind or regard them, 

And indeed, our Souls are in danger on boti 
hands, both from the good and from the evil thing 
of this World, Proſperity and Adverhity, 

1, From Proſperity, we are Mm danger to hare 
our Hearts divided and cftranged trom Ged, and 
fo to commit ſpiritual Idolatry, ſetting up our Ev 
joyments for 14ols in our Hearts, taking mr 
pleaſure and delight in them than in God and hs 
Service: We arc in danger of forge: ting God, al 
of failing into ſinful ſecurity ;, in danger of being 
fred up with Pride an Vain-glory, and thered! 
provoke God; and in danger of growing carets 
and negligent inthe Scryicc of Gol ; And thelear 
creat Ev1Is, 

2, F103 
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2, From Adverſity there is danger allo ; as in 
ak of lok of Friends, Eſtate, Liberty, Health, &c. 
We are in danger of Impatience, Diſcontent, De- 
hondency, &c. And therefore gracious Souls la- 
jour to get off their Hearts as much as they can 
fom all viſible temporal things, and to be as in- 
liferent and as unconcern'd to them as poſſibly, 
1nd to be as dead to them as they can. 


3 Keaſ. Becauſe of the Vanity, utter Inſufficien- 
F, and Impotency of all earthly things, without 
God, either to preſerve from the leaſt Evil, or to 
yrocure the leaſt good, All the Riches in the 
world cannot cure an aking Tooth 5 Hamar's Ho- 
tour could not ſave him from the Gallows, nor 
Herod from the Worms :; See Prov.11. 4. Eccl.1.2. 
&5, 10, Iſa. 55.2, There isno ſatisfattion to be 
had in them or from them, 


4 Rexf. Becauſe there is not the leaft true happi- 
nels in having the greateſt abundance of earthly 
things ; for it there were, then Reprobates and 
Gft-aways ſhould have the greateſt ſhare in Hap- 
pines, for they have moſt of tho'e things. 


6 Reaſ. Becauſe every gracious Soul is in Co- 
renant with God, united to Chrift, partaker of 
lis $15: 17, and fo made like unto God, and like un- 
to C,r:!;:, : he Great God is his, and all the great 
ling; vi >; Covenant are his ; Chrift, and all 
ls Beneft3 are his, and,alas ! what mean,low,baſe 
things are all the viſible temporal things of this 
World, in compariſon of God, of Chrift, and Glo- 
fy ? Belides, all gracious Souls are in meaſure 
mt l.ke God: And we read what a low efteem 
Gol bath of theſe things, Like 16, 15+ Thoſe = 

that 
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that are bighly eſteemed amon? Its men, are an abomingi, 
zo, the Lord, And our Lord ,jcius had 4 very log 
eftcem of them, heing contented to be withor 
houſe or home, or a penay in his Purie : \ndever 
true Chriftian hath the Spirit of Chriſt in fone 
meaſure, and the fame min4 thar He.had ; ov, 
$. 9. Gil. 4. 6. 


6 Reaf, Becaule gracions Souls are born of Gy 
and that unto > far hi gher and better things this 
theſe viſible temporal things are at their bck 17s 
l. 4, _o TH ICY al © Degore<a © to an inheritance in. 
ruptible, undefile1, pay wa f 4.419 n0: away, reſer:! i 
Feaven tor tho who are kept (for i") bythe n Ty 
porver of God unto jaTcation,” And tht 2y are -4 
bound tor God, and tor Heaven t! Cy have not 
their Portion here, nor their Lreaure here; th; 
are bound for ancther Country ; they ſeek a Cir 


" RR” { 
that hath Foundations, ana their :1carts are whe 


their Treaſure is: anarthere ore ticy do not mah 
mint and regard thote yinbie temporal things, 


7 Kev). Becauſe they have been fo often diſap 
poinced and deceived by thoſe thin, Hz ell 6: 


touncl that in them waich they cxpuetcl ft 
them 5 the World haci ever prove.l Fall othi m; 
th2y have tryed ir, ant by Exnc: _ have Ci 
round it Vanicy ani VeX1ti6n, 21G nothing Ciivs 


8 Reaſ, Anil Laſtly, Becauſe gracious Souls 21% 


Principles of Fah ia them, they have the ft 
Spirit Of Faith in thein,. thar tyale Primi: 


o2 £35 } ? 1 - 1 + & . PR - Eh P T3... . , I, 
C_hrittans IN.4 ts, a: | tha” 1E 4 vita ing TO in 
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By Faith the Soul mounts aloit, and takes a pro- 
ſpelt or th2 invitidte cternal things, being the iub- 
tance of things hoped for, and. the evidence of 
tings not ſeen 5, fixing its Eyc upon, and conver- 
ing with thole things, and fo it ove ri00ks,and looks 
ywrond and amove all viſible temporal things : 
1 fon 5. 4s This 7s the vidory that overeometh the 
rald, ever Or faith, And this I take to be the 
rain thing intended in the Text: As if the Apo- 
fle had ſaid, We Took not unto things that are ſeen ;; 
that is, we live not by ſence, but by Faith ; as 
2Cw. 5. 7. we {et not {ence on work on viſible 


remporal thingz, but we {et Taith on work on in- 
rithle etcrnal things, and by our Faith on invi- 
ſibles, we ge: vietory over vitlble temporal 
TIT: ix 
things. 


Q. But kew doth Faith Felp a Soul to 1:12 it off from 
minding 4.4 over-much regarding viſible temporal 
2s 


£. Faith doth it many ways. 

1, Firſt, by carrying the Soul to pirch its Eye 
ton, and take a view of the invitible God in 
Chrift, and his God in Cliriſt : Zeb, 11. 26. Meſes 
lax him that was invitible, and thereby hc endured 
e cvil things of this World, and deſpiſed the 
Riches and Honours of 7haraob's Court : Alas ! 
how vile and batc are all carthly things, in compa- 
non of the Eternal God, the All-ſutcient Good ? 
and by Faith th: Soul pitcheth it ſeif upen this 
bod, and applicth and appropri«tcth this God to 
an{flf, This Gol is my God, 1 Sai. 55. 6. TIfal. 
Mele ] fail, Thou art my God; and 48. 14. Tis 
Gol our God; an.l 73.26. My Portion, Alſo, by 
tath the Soul is cazxied to pitch npon )efas Chriſt, 

in 
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in whom dwells all fulnels, and by Faith fees hisTn. 
tereſt in this Bleſſed Jeſus, and thence he is moun. 
tc1 112:t above all vitible temporal things, having 
his A':ctions ruled and fixed upon Jeſus his Sari: 


our, Who itz at the right hand of God, Col. 2. 1,2 |, 
This fight of God, and Jeſus by Faith, takes of |, 
the Minds and Thoughts of Believers from tho& |. 


things bclow, having higher, better, and more 


excellent things above to feed and fill ther], 
Thoughts with; tor no man can look up to Hear |;,: 
and look down to the Earth at the ſame time; a; ; 


while Paul prefſicd forward towards the mark, 1; 


4% ' 


forgot thole things which were behind; and &|;, 


Jeſus 15 faid to be in feaver, Fohn 2. 13. that is, hi 
Heart and Mind was thcre, when 1;c was 01 £arth, 
even fo it 15 in ſome mcaſure with all true Bltz- 
vers, th:ir converſation is in Heaven, Phil, 3.29, 
2. taithreccives the Teſtimony which God hat 
given in his Word concerning thoſe viſtble temps 
ral things, that they are all vanity and vxation i 
fpirit, and therefore judgeth them not worthy C 
ro0 much place in th2ir Hearts and nds, | 
3. Faith raileth the Sou! to a bclicving fight of 


better World than this preſent evil World|, 


*C1! 


: P- A * + 1 , , + .+anard 
anc of bettcr thing than thoic vilthle tf Dota 


things are; of a better Lit, an cftorau' Lites d 
a better Reft than c3n i © ';24l h*+ +, evea an ever 
laſting Reſt ;, of 2 | 1", 1 Pet. 1.b 


, ” *4J 1 4 1, % Fn #\ » 4 * a } h FI * } if 
an incorruptinie ..36 Ui. that tadl-tn nd: q 


away ;, 6f a better Country tan &arth at beit, eve! 


LT, 


an Heavenly Feriul alt; ) an! ; " better j,0u8], 
than the beit Houſe here, even az honſe a0t mak 


with hands, eternal in 57-2 Feanone, whoſe Builder and 
Makcr is God ,, 5” Ca birt - ity, even aU7 
that hath Foun.l:tions " 1. that t-tter anc 
more enduring SubNtancc i:. £:caven, H:bs wy 


fxcell 
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xerfec 
Soul 
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1 that infinitely-better Company, the Bletſec! 


"I God, and the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Mediator of the 


New Covenant, the glorious Angels, and the Spt- 


*[:t50f juſt men made perfect, and better Joys, De- 


#hts and Pleaſures, than can poſhbly be enjoyed 
zre, and allo far better Employment, and indeed, 
il better things 5 and all theſe betrer things the 


* Ikcticrer by Faith doth realize to his Soul ;, and all 


woe, ſo exceeding great and glorions things, the 
plercr knows he muft have, coft what Coſt: and 


)[txereſore the Rrongeſt ſtream; of his Thoughts, 


Cares, Scudies, and Pains run this way, and after 
tee things, even aſter theſ- better things above. 
aith looks within the Veil, unto thoſe unſeen 


*[Excellencics, to thoſe inviſible Glories, to bo with 
[God and with 1-\us, and fo enjoy that full and 


xrtect Communion with them above; and when 
zSoul is pitch! and fixt by Faith here, ſecled and 


ſeatred on thir.z3 above, then farzwel d-ceirful 
World, 


4. By Faith the Soul apprehends, as the moſt 
maſcendent Excellency of thoſe things above, ſo 
F Faith the Son! fees *t3 1blolnte neceſſity of thoſe 
lungs £ Intereſt in God, Peace with him, Union 


= 

ww) 
| 
C+ 


[2 CE.-7, Title to Eternal Life, Tc. are things 
«tt only infinitciv better than all viſible temporal 


cs 5 but, fairnthe believing Soul, theſe things 
[muſt needs have, I ſhailbe eternally undone with- 
(7: them; Irs truc, I muſt have Food and Rai- 


,[*it alio, theſe are neceflary too, but not ſo necel- 


ay: 1f I have God and Chriſt, I ſhall not want 
Foo and Raiment, the taithiul God hath paſt his 
romiſe thar I ſhall want no good thing; I may 


;|* happy for ever without Riches and Honours, 


vithour earthly Friends and Relations, without 
talth or Liberty,but not without God and Chriſt, 
ON ! 


. 0 TY Pl 5 oY, / EA | , 
Loo 1 pi 21 Enath O71 O//) 2, G 2 07, [ou 
Oh ! t207o Ne50 PDINC's : O1 ening ine-dful,| pgo 
42 rr AYWU', AL ENE B, my Fai 
FCr NR Its, ail 12K ſro Vow! 
OT Liidt C STS: ih fot it crious c | = 
utmoſt V14o'!, and Cares. 9 
Ifa man we:c condoregt to V2, Whoreuwpa 
woul:i he ipend hi w.:! | | boots, by 
00:1 getting hi3 ParJ5in, 1; hore Were er to 
Of 1%, an l not {14 Wovid Mime 4: lot] 
d fo] Die a 2 apPlic 7 ; 
By baich a 50wu] is periwadet, hatnerherthe| 5; 
evil things of this \\orl:! ca! hinder, nor the good 
nINgs of this Wo,74 10 arth.r his _— "\ 
nor his w ay to it, off, 14.icives$ but re -T the cob Þ, | 
trary 5; for a man may oe poor in this 1 6ror1a, yet fark! 
7120 Faith, and an Heir of ce Kingtlom; & þr2C 
FAS 2.5. anla _ may be rich 1a this World, |: ze; 
yet poor in Soul, and an Heir of !-cll, as we ſh; C 
37 Baer, Y, 2 
6, Faith is a powerful, a vietuc:oils, conquering Part! 
Grace : 7h 1s the vifory that cuci tr: the word, Þ& He 
e922 048 Fair, Stephen was full tirh aad Power, Fich 
Net's 6, ; . Tho wort of fait TO.” HY ver, _ The, wb 
I. Il, wy! 
Faith brin3 all vifible temmoral things under the ity, 
Rehever's tcet 5 1 vivC3 the Leliever power i092] 1, | 
the World, and not to abule it, no: ſeeking Rettant Feld 
Contentment in it ; to uſe it mocizrate!ly, without Fins 
damageanddetriment to the Soul ; to uſe it fr 2, 
God's honour, its own ſpiritual advantat ge,and the Fr” 
£o0d of others; and Power t0 keep it out of tit] 1, 
Heart, Chrift dwelling there by Faith 5 t9 uſ2 che far, 
World, and not lofin ng our Hearts, Our Peace, 10! vl, 
our Conſciences in it: Faith gives the Soul pour | þ 
- withitand rhe Threats and Temptations 0! £C Fall, 
Vorld, an1 power to be willing to leave 1t, Ny Y, 
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| it be che Chara iter and Duty 0 0: gracions Son's, 
300 ec2ili "blo thing are tempo ty thero!ore they 
nh, Faft not, 147 do not much mint of regard them, 
Cl] I, It 'oiiows then, that Earthly-mindecdn:1s, 
\ fakllineS 13 a great Evil, ani very un'2coming 
: _ 2 Chrittia ns, * their minds 45 090. 21 MS 61& 
Nd Þ: cezver, Pl, A 19,29, There is thera» 
I Fr2 Char iter, both of the gracious and ungraci- 
_ Paraſtaiforeace between thc12, 142 one mind 
ms þ- 2111v4 LWINgs, tne other. have tit cnver[204 
ord Hezven, Moſt Peonle look £3 thofe things 
Wet, "uch are ſen : 2'] f-c'; their (1! # wy 46 - 
be. Þxtthey conas their own 5, and thoſe aro moſtly, 
ay, and principally minJed, a a2>0<2cs manis 
the Þſtly, thus : 
ue} 1. By the ftream of their Tingiul Funs 
ant Edily unen vinble temporal 5-5, & «3a 
out Þins, 3 
far | 2, By the common curren: cf tazir Diſourſes, 
| the Fcir Talk is all of th 13757! 7, 
the « BY the tio of few Az + $$P (01*C4 lor 
> tle ar Sorcow, Deiigh:, all run trongly Worlds 


ol 

þ By the courſe of their Actic: 
bin Care, al; ent abour rhe 
cir, going to Eed late, carin. 3 
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tuIneſs, and all about the World, This is 
Evil, becauſe expreſly forbidden, Mz, 5, 1 
not np for yur felu2s treiſures on earth, | 
Labour not for that mat wich periſheth, Col. +, 1 
Set your af}. tons pon things aboveand not upt thing 
below. And this Worklig-rindeinels 13 contran 
to the Pratiicc of trac Chrittians, a3 in the Tex 
We look not on t:9le things which are ſeen « So F, 
3. 20 Andit t5 the Chiratt:c of ſuch as ar: 

ſtate of Nature, and that cannot pleaſe Gol! 
Rom. $8. 5, $. They that are a{t:r the ff do mind 1: 
things cf the fi*ſhs Such are nt crucified to th 


1.7 ! . 1 2 v*/ > - ! S «% Og .*.\ | , IP" TED 
World, but cougnerca ani cintivated by K; ya 


x A y by = ju ) 6 
crucified by 1t 5 conquerecd by the ” rofits, Honour, 


and Pleaſure of it, and meec Saves to theſe] 


wy 
and crucined by the © ro{{cs and Loftes of th 
World ; their Hearts and pirits i7e under i 
Feet of thele, and are at the b=ck ct theſe; tir 
Hopes and Comforts lye ail at the Courteſtcofth 


World ;, and tis is a wotul Beadage, 


Remember this, we can ne: 'r concude, thats, 
arc truly gracious, until we have Grace enoughti 


cY/ 


keen God and our Hearts together, and to key; 


the Worll and our Hearts aſunder. 1 Fobe! 
14, 1%, Love not the world, nor the things of 8 
world, for he that Ioveth the world, the love of 8 
Father ts not in kim, Woe to them that have thc! 
Portion in this World, Pſal. 17. 14. who havetis 
Z004 things here, who have laid up their Tre 
fures upon. Earth, and there have their Heat 
That Text Phil. 3, 19. is enough to- terrifi 3 
ſuch > Th:ir end 1s deſtrution who mind ean 
things, 

Inf. TI. Tt follows from the Premiles, that Ci 
tentment with our Condition, and with any Þ# 


£1! 
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'] ton of viſible temporal things, is a great Virtue, 
| 1 weil becoming Cariſtians ; Dilcontent pro- 
Bf xd; from onr over-minding, and over-valuing, 
*M ad over-loving earthly things ; and it is a very 
* *] rear Evil, for it practically denies God's All-ſufti- 
Icency, his Wiſdom, Soveraignty, Faithfulneſs, and 
+] Mercy 5 it diſgraceth the Goſpel and Godlineſs, 
"Jad is 11 it ſelf a great Plague. 


Q. But how ſhall I do to be content, content to be 
kprrvzd of my dear R:lations, Eſtate, Health, Li- 
[her &C 2 


| 4. Read My. Burroughs's Book of Chriſtizn Con- 
\_-Jrmment : Take alſo theſe DireQtiuvus, 

*1 1, Labuur to make God your own, and then 
4jou will have a fuil and ſurfcient Ballance to all 
jour Loſſes, He is God All-ſufficient, Weigh 
-. [ll thoſe two Scriptures, 1 Sam. 39% 6. & 2 Sams 
"113, 5. 

- Labour to make Chrift your owa ; he offers 
 Jiimſelf to you in the Goſpel, with all he is, and with 
U2\9 he hath. And in him dwelleth all fulne(s, he 
Jhall in all : P/al, 23. 1. The Lord js my ſhepherd, [ 
110] not want, ſaid David, 

3. Search the Scriptures, and be acquainted 
mth the many exceeding great and precious Pro- 
niſes that are there, ſuitable to every Condition 
ſou can be in, AQ your Faith on them, and ap- 
ly them ;, lye upon and ſuck thoſe full Breafts of 
HeaJConfolation, 

rift 4. Pray for Contentment, and pray earneſtly 
hr the manifeſtation of God's Love to your Souls, 
ad that will ſo ſatishe and content you, that any 
wy alure of carthly things will content you, 

ny Po! 4 B- 
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» Be much in | 3c avenly Meditations, loo! by 
nvil ible and cternal things, ſpend ferious ireay 
fixed Thoughts on tiem. : 
6. Coniider your D: lerts : : No perſon in 0 
Verid,how littl= foever he hath v the £3011 lung 
Oc the Werld, but hach mac mure than he 6 
Iorvc, an more than Re Bao We 1mprone; 
and how mach :v2yer he hith of the evil thinz 
of the World, he wy Lf oy 12.5 tian he 
terved, for every :nin il 13 4 Nero 
I:'s 05 tn! L Pg Cry WE Are 12: Comunel, 
7, Contr, i you 532 Cuc Cariſtinns, you han 
the Spirit v: C:-rifſt wm you, R244. 3. ge. Jeb 
-# riſt hala moſt conten'ol S211) ; Countenmer 
s$ the inſeparable Companion of true Collie 
\Th #. 0. '% .4vVi T4 ood md r1154 lf, lt 2: oX Ch 
tent, L2t vs, thac are Ciriitians, who have ti 
Great ©3 © .) tor our P»z TiO, ant Diced tes 
for our Tra, ant io en WF Our Inte 
tance, havi1:; road and Riimontg, any FOO, al; 
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or Heavea, God or [he Curr, their Souls 
frch ; 


inz| ortheir Buclie-, Saving Grace ©: Vo iuty (Gyoous ? 
 & and a7 will conte's, that God 15 vt of wv. and 
we'll Feaven better than Earth ; If ic be tb hen 
103 this W611. minded more than Co: * 25 1, why is 
» 11 Eith minded more than EZear's #!,2 Aroitle 


hard after viſtbl= temporal at a1 
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ture, wc er [piritual biinins ka an C:3% L648 
ll] their way js their | olizs, Pjal. 49. 12. 13 a Sceat 
t] folly co chutc tlie worſt thing:, 4.d re.u'c the 

kt; to *mind Earth, an =Y forge: !?cavens to 
porſue the Creature, and 5c glad C a:: 1 Chriſt 


tally indecd | to mind day anc nig. ”— follow 


olect 


j ne! 
avtHJtternal, The pleaſures of ſen are : f2.:/0n, but 
, W; 8Gads riptt band are pleaſures fr &r. toe 5, Pal, 
Ven 116, laſt, 
" the bewitching nature © of thi: Porid ? that it 
bould ſo gain and hold the A/cdti rn: of tenand 
, ft} Women?! that altho the 3147-7 and the fijnion cf 77 
22: Blpuſ-rb tw, and js by: 2 [.2om, yet that Men fr 21:1: 
t:5]odrown themſelves in it, as to make them furge 
te#|the World ro come, How unrealonadle a thing 1s 
£]t, toſpend all our Thovg| tz, Cares, and Pains 
at 0] ont vifble remporal 1h5-15 , ſo. r they arclo tran» 
Js cy and periſhiag, ſo h bcncath Gur nevei 
C's 
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WINg bas ſo ntteriy 12.tHe to ſatioito or content 


40 01 r Souls, or to comfort us in our Traukics, or to 
and us in any fecal i 1 Deatit an: Tilzment ? 
on not our Min; _ fira WAY rDinded, it 
xe impoſſible that, having Reaſon and Under- 
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in purſuir of earthly things, ſeeing the Great (« 
and the Blefſed Jeſus offer rhemſclves to becp 
ours, and fecing Heaven, and Happineſs, ar 
Glory is beiore us, and otfered to us, and wmz 
have them if we will, and fo be happy forere 
O wonderful Folly and Blindacts! the Lord &. 
lighrea and convince us, 


tf. 1V. Tourthly, it follows, that a true Chr 
ftian lives by Faith, and not by Sence ;, for he th 
is a Captive to the World, hath but little Faith, ; 
any ;, 1 Fobn 5. 4. For faith overcom?th the mull 
where Sence rileth, Faith falleth. Now, faithts 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5. 7, we walk by faith, ngt by ſex: 
This is our Prattice, and this is the very meanir 


ol the Text: We look not at thyſe things that of ; 


ſeen, that 15, we live not by Senſe, buth 
Faith, 


Q. But what 5: it to live or walk by Senſe ? 


ArJ. The great good, or end, or happit: 
that a carnal Heart propoleth to ic ſelf, in wii 
it expecteth Content, is ſome good that is thec 
ject ot Senſe, ſomething that may be ſentibly & 
joyed, and tins they puriue and labour ater, I: 
Rule by which they judge things, 15 Scnie;. 
things pleale Senſe, and {cem good to Senle tot: 
Eye, to the Ear, to the Taſte, to the Appeti: 
they judge them to be good things ; if not Nee 
ting to the ſenſe, they are counted evil thing 
That which affetts rheir Hearts, is Senſe, Seal 
Comforts, or Seniibt- Crofſes, Sentible Gain, © 
Senſible Loſs 5 wanting the tight of God's dp 
to open their Uaderfſtanding;, they live only © 
SEnic, ant arc bur Yenſual ; Fude 19, Eccl 1s 
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via | 
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1d {0 they walk aitcr the Hcſh, and mind thc 
tings of the Flc!h, chiefly and principally. This 
Like of Sente is * -arioufly expretlel, Prov. 3 þ. 4 
kaxing 70 Weir 0797! rrderſtay j ug ; PAt..2r. 12. 4 
nilting afzer their own hecyts Iuſts, and in their ow 


mrſels ; Jer. 9. 14. Valltig after the im1pinatior s 


o their ow Pearts;, Ua.65.2, Aft ' their ovwon tWouckts, 
i 4 wy that 3s 7:01 good, LA. $5 21, 
This is not the way of true Chriſtians: : but they 


i walk by Faith, and n ot by SCR!2, 


Q. What #s it 1224 10 walk by Faith ? 


faſ, The great Good, or End, or Happinels 


x that a gracious Soul aims at, and fceks content in 


xthat which 15 preſented to him by Faith, out ©: 
MI the Word of God, and that is twofold, ro wir. 
the gioritying of God, and the enjoyment of him : 
th2e are 111,g8 not ſeen : - theſe are not the Object: 
0! Senſe, but of Faith ; To elorife God in Chriſt, 
2ito enioy God in Chill, this is the _ of ©! 
nts wals and way ; and all this is by Faith, 
This ' Life of Fair is ———_ lever] 


| ways, 


1. He that hives dy Faith is guided by the Woz « 
0t Faith, and that 15 __ whole G oſpel, and ever", 
Truth 1n it; ſuch a Soul gives up it ſelf to tho 


1 conduct of the whole F ord of God : z It WALKS DY No 


Glr Nu; iC, 
2, It yiclds it ſelf un to the TOVEIRNNt of thy 


ie! oo V{ "Why \ al 19 02 + . 
0 Pirit of Faith, the 6: 'y GF:fts, it 13 obedient tu 
| tie motions, {tirrings , coun'e!s of the Holy Spirit, 


, "Ob 00 TOR p. 2 N : 

arkning to that ww ord } behind hin, 2a, 52, 5: 
a Ty & POanontohing 
ayt Willin g1y mag 10! pr quenc wh » - # 

. EE. \ = OS. 

? Itwalks in the way of Ho!tncls , ror this Faith 

n = 
rurines tho Heart I ts T6. vy + CY «06, 1 «+» 

FH ' 
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4. It always leans upon Chriſt, and dray; 
firength from him, to hold on and hold out in 
the way of Duty ;, by it the Soul abides in Chrif, 
Fokn 15. 3. and by drawing of ſtrength from Chrik 
it can do all things, Fil. 4. 13. notwithſtanding al 
oppoſition. 

5s, By Faith the Soul commits himſelf to God in 
Chriſt, in. all his ways, and truſts himſelf and al 
/His concernments with God ;, P/al. 37. 3,5, Pro, 
16, 3. 2 Pet. 5. 7. Pjal; 112. 7,8. 1ja. 26. 2, 2, 

Such a Soul can ſatisfie himſelf with what he re- 
ecives by Faith, as really and truly as others can 
atisfie themſelves with Senſe; rhe faithful Pro- 
miſes of God are as ſweet to him as the ſenſible 
Poſſeſhons and Enjoyments are of others, Heb, 
1, 13. they ſawthe Promiſes atar off, and embra- 
cc them. 

Now, when a Soul can depend upon God alone 
for All, in the want of all outward means, and 
make progreſs in the ways of God, through all dift- 
culties, and not draw back; and doth in his whole 
courſe of Life ſo walk, work, and a&, as becomes 
one that doth believe ſuch glorious things in the 
other World, as he doth believe ; when there | a 
ſuitableneſs in his Life to what he believes; then, 
oh then, he may truly be faid to live by Faith, 
And this is the Lite that ja ſome degree ever] 
true Chriſtian-lives, and defires to live; and ths 
living by Faith, and not by Senſe, is that wid 
15 meant in the I cxt, 


2 Uſe, The ſecond Uſe is of Exhortation to 
all, to look oF from vile temporal things, Lf 
us iabou; to get our Hearts crucified, and our AF 
teaians mortined to all carthly things ; f9 dra 
way our Minds as much as poſſible, irom is 

$85 


Bird: 
1 4. 
ave 
few 

5, 
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tings of this Lite. A great part of the Goſpel, 
14 of the Doctrine of Chrift and his Apoſtles,tend 
this, to take off our Hearts and Minds from (et- 
ing and fixing upon carthly things. 


1 Some Mottwes to this. 
II. Some Direttions. 


I. Motrve:, 

1, Conſider, it is the expreſs Command of 
God, Col. 3. 1,2. Sect no; your affe&ions on things 
flow, 1 Jobn 2. 14, 15. Matth, 6, 19, Lay 
wt up for your ſelves treaſures on earth, This we 
houl& urge on onr Hearts, 

2, Conitder the vanity, emptinchH, inſufficiency, 
matisfattorinels to the Soul, of all earthly things 
Eecl, 5. 10. 

3, The great inconitancy and uncertainty of 
tiem, 1 71m. Ge 17. Prove 23. 5. 1 C07. 7.21. Ri- 
hes and Honours go from one man to another, as 
birds hop trom Tree to Tree. 

4, How prejucicial they have been to thoſe that 
lae had the met of chem, but bencticial to very 

5. That theſe earthly things are all defiling 
angs, like Pitch 3 and corruptible and corrupting 
fangs, being full of Snares and Temptations, are 
ut like Thorns to moſt. 

6, No real Hapnineſs in them, for Reprobates 
My have them; a1d they may contiſt with Ge.'s 
Tt ;, therefore we ſhould not ſer our Hearts up- 
them, 


hb 


ty 
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II. Diretions ſewing bow we may get of on 
Hearts, and draw off our Minds from them, fur 
our Hearts are ſo glued to them, we cannot bu 
Icok on them, and mind them, 


It is not. caſie work to do, but let us uſe the 
means that God hath appointed, and try what we 
can do, 

1. Firſt, Let us labour to be transformed in 
the Image of our Minds, renewed in th2 Spirit of 
our Minds,” Rom. 12.1. Eph. 4. 23. New Nv 
tures we muſt get, this muſt be done 5 our Ol 
Minds are vain, an altogether ſuitable to carth- 
ly things. 


Q. Put how ſhall we get New Minds ? 


A. 1ft, Pray earneſtly to God, to give you ney 
Hearts, to repair his Image on yon, to create 2 
clean Heart in you, as David did, Pal. 51. 10.t0 
give you his Spirit, 1 Cor. 2. 12, to ſandtifie you 
throughout, 1 Th-ſj.5. 23. to regenerate you by 
his Word and Spirit; Fam. 1. 17,18, Tit. 3. 3,45 
Oh pray, pray that God would caſt you into a ner 
Mould, to root out the old corrupt Principles dt 
Nature in you, and to plant new heavenly Pri 
ciples of the Divine Life and Nature in you, t0 
work a real change in you. 

Go to Jeſus, beg his Spirit > He was crucified 
to all viſible remporal things, beg of him to give yo! 
thoſe Waters of Life, Foh. 4. 14. which he hatl 
promiled to them that hunger and thirſt afrer them: 
Peg of him to make you of his min4 ; labour i0 
put him on by imitation, 


Qy, Lovs 
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21y, Look up to God's Covenant, and lay hold on 
Goi's Covenant, E72k. 11. 19. and moſt earneftl; 
beg the Lord to take you 1nto his Covenant, anc| 
toremember his Covenant, and to perform it to 
you, and wait npon God continually : Study ti 
Covenant of Grace, and lay hold on it; for IN 43 
Covenant Go4 promiſeth to become on r God a: 
Portion;, and if once God be ours, all the Jo wr ot 
Heaven anc Earth is ours, and then we fha!l hat 
little miad viſible rempoxal thi IfS. 

2ly, If we wonld be regenerat ed, we nit ſear 
the Scriptures diligent ly, attend oz the Word 
prexche d and real, "for the Wort of Gol is tis 
Sed of Regeneration, the Word ef Grace, or:la'- 
ned to work Grace in Souls, As 25. 15S. Lo 
often into the glafs of the Goſpe!, 2 Cor. 3. 19,16 . 
2nd look thorow it unto the giory of the Lore, 
that ſhines forth in it ; the glory of his Love, an 
Grace, and Mercy, and Wiſom: and Povier, 
and Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs, an d Faithf] 
neſs ; all which are wonder! {ally iſpla; yed in theo 
Face of Jefus Ch rift, in this glaſs of the Goſpe? ;, 
and by frequent, {erious, be lievi ing, fixed looking 
into this glais, and upo n the glory of God 1r 
Chriſt therein repreſented, we Tſha!l be changed 
nto the ſame Image, from glory to glory, as by 
the Spirit of the Lord. 

aly, Study: Jeſus Chrift much, ſet him fill bc- 
fore you for a Pattern , labour to imitate him, 
and to be like him, and to walk as he walked : 


Anil this is the way to get new Minds, 


2 Dire, S$2condly, If we would get of our 
Hearts from carthly things, let us labour for a 
dear knowledge and a firm > lief of, and familiar 
Kquaintance with inviſible eternal things ; _ 

H 3 - 
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few inſtances : The Reſurretion of the Body, x 
ſet out in 1 Cor, 15. The ſecond Coming of th 
Lord Jeſus, the manner and ends of it, 2 1hef,1, 
6,7, $, 9. The glorious manifeſtation of the Sons 
of God, and their full Redemption. That whe 
Chriſt, who is their Life, ſhall appear, they ſhal 
appear with him 7 giory, Cel. 3. 3. The Day « 
Judgment ; the ſeparation of the Sheep from the 
Goats ; the final irrevocable Sentence that ſhal 
then paſs on all Mankind ;, the Saints paſſing ia 
Heaven with Chriſt, their Souls and Bodies unj- 
ted, and their triumphant entrance with the Ca 
tain of their Salvation into the Paradiſe of Gul, 
to ſee the Bleſſed God face ro face, to live in his 
preſence, in whoſe preſence # fulneſs of joy, and 
whoſe right band are pleaſures for evermore ;, to live 
with God in perſect Light, Love, Purity, Reft, 
and Peace for ever and ever ; fully and for ere: 
freed from all Sin and Miiery, Oh, theſe are the 
things moſt worthy of a!) our moſt ſerious, mot 
hixed, and moſt conftant Meditations, 

We ſhould firſt labour to get thoſe things into 
our Heads, fully and clearly ro underſtand them, 
and ſhould nor be contented with a dark contuk 
knowledge of them, but ſhould labour for a «- 
fin knowledge of them; and therefore ſhoull 
earneftly beg the light and affiſtance of the Roi 
Spirit, to inſtruct and teach us, as Eph. 1. 18. ai 
look up to God's Promiſe, which is, that all lus 
People ſhall be taught of him, that we may hare 1 
ſpiritual knowledge of them. And then we ſhould 
jabour to draw theſe inviſible er*rnal things down 
into our Hearts, and labour to draw up Ol 
Hearts to them, for with the Zeart Man believe, 
We ſhould beg of God to open our Hearts wide t0 
embrace them, to reliſh, and {avour, and be = 

ed 
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ded with them, and exerciſe our loves, hopes, 
defires, delighres, hunger an4 thirft after them, 
confidering alio the tranſcendant Excellencies of 
thoſe invitole erernal things, above all viſible remporal 
42:5; and our own real concernment in them, 
and likewiic their nearnels to us, they are not far 
of ; we ſh211 ſhortly poſles that Kingdom promi- 
{:4, and iaherit that Glory purchaſed for us, if 
we be tru2 Belierers; But 4 linle while, and h2 rhat 
ſha!! come will come, and 1/4 7g; t27ty. 

Confidering alſo, that all our Thoughts, Words, 
21d Ations have reference to invitible eternal 
things, If they be good and holy, they have re- 
ference to eternal glory ; it bad and wicked, they 
hare reference to eternal Miſery; tor ſich as is 
our #7eart and Life here, ſuch ſhall be our eternal 
ſtate hereafter. 


2 Dire, Thirdly, Be much in the Meditation 
of Zeavenly. Things, if we firmly believe, and are 
fully perſwaded, that there are indeed ſuch great 
and glorious, ſuch excellent things in the other 
World, as th? God of Truth aflures us of, in the 
Word of Truth ;, and it we believe, or have good 
ground to hope, that we haye a ritle to them, 
2nd ſhall ſhortly enjoy them, why are they not 
more in our_ Thoughts ? why do we not more me- 
litate on them ? Our frequent fixed Meditations 
01 /Zeavenly things, will ſo ſweeren and delight our 
Souls, and yield ſuch ſatisfaction to us, as to take 
of our Minds :rom Earthly things : And to Medita- 
tion add Prayer, That God would raiſe and lift up 
your Zearts to mind things above, 


4 Dire, Fourthly, Diſcourſe frequently and 
feelingly of the vanity an4 <mptinels of wi/ible 
II 4 tem- 


> Hoare and Earth ePitOmi2/a: or, | Iii 


= 7 things, and of the reality and excelteng | (2: 
of inu1ole ctern a; intngs:; It Heaven and Glory be ; Felt 
COUT Fearts, tney will be - your Mouths, Cas. are re 
cr allo the ſhortachs of the time you have 1, | al gt 
. onverſe with Vittole Cem npCcre tl thing JS, 1 C01,” 70) 1, they 
end ftud y a cruciaed Ul briſt mc re, by that you yi1 [their 

m”_ to be erucijte !ed 10 the W vil, and the W orid ty if no 


5 Gal, ( Os I4s (ePEl 
t0101 

. pw C11 
e Direc, Fljti:y, Cont: nol. 2 that are C kth (3 
[uans, arc not at home, you are in a ftrange [one 
Country, you are but on your Jour: ney, in your |ibkv 
yd 41 oo LO YOL r Fat cr 5 how! le, © ) YOU r long hone Wer | 
Go Ad CiaCT -cfore YO ku 'U {nou! To not much I} 11h 1d the thinss (4 
ot tis Wortd, way 
(arc 


6 Dir:#, Sixihly, Confider what you loſe all | ing ! 
the whiue you are inordi natcly m1 inding | ey te 
things; you lo;enut only your precious Lime, and 
In ach inward joy and peace, and much ſiwect com- holy 
tunion with God, which you might have in min!- ( 
's, of, and meditating x upon Heavenly th pingi: wit] 

7. E2. 4, 5» My ſe ſoul ſal be ſatsfied as with mr. | mot 
4 Fane A hen I remember thi: look 
1y bed, and meditate on thee in the igiye | Our 


7 Direff, Seventh] y, Let us work a few more | r 
1225 Conſiderations into cur Hearts and Mins, | 
to take them f:om Earthly things, pat 
(1.) That whatever any Man or Woman hath | tl 
cf viſible r:mporal things, Ceath will put a on a ths 
© them all, and after Death they all ſhall partake | # 
cf inviſible and eternal things, Matth. 25.46. " vl 
ww icked ſhall go away into everlaſting prinifhne:t, aud 

ichteous into lit: eternal, 
(2.) That 
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, | either made for ever, or undone forever, as they 


Xe related and entituled unto the invitible eter- 
zal good things or evil things of the other World 
they are made tor ever, it related and entituled to 
the inviſible Cod and Glory ; and undone for ever, 
# not : SO that our Eternal Happineſs or Miſery 
tepends not on our relation or title to viſible, but 
0iavifble things, 

(3.) Such as1$ our Title and Eſtate now, to the 
one or other, 1ſ:ch it will be to all Eternity. As 
tbe ve þ.zlls, 9 it lies ; as death leaves ws, ſo will judge 
Vd/14 f 1:4 US, 

(4.) This looking off from earthly things istiie 
my to grow and encreale in Grace, for Worldiy 
Cares do choak, deaden, and weaken Grace, cloy- 
ng the *Aﬀettions, entangling and encumbring 
the Thonghts,mucl hindring the excrcife of Faitiz 
ind Love, w:21ch are the principal Graces whereby 
holy Souls enioy Communion with God. * 

(s.) Ey this you will have more Communion 
with God ;, tor the leis we look downward, the 
more we ſhall look upward; and the more v. 
bok upward to Ged and C&ri/t, in the attings 6i 
our Faith and Love, the mere will Ge4 and Chrii 
manifeſt themſelves and their love to our Souls, 

(6.) This will ſupport us in Afﬀigtion, an co:1- 
fort us in a dying hour 5 when our AﬀcQions arc 
fuciicd to tte World, we (hatt not he warming t. 
part with it. Col. 2. 2.We are 4:44, {rich the Aj 
le; that is, to the Worid. Lid this farporte., 
thoſe in this Chapter ;, they were craucrfied 15 al «4 
Þble temporal things, theretore tiey could canly 
vith then 
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3 Vſe. Thirdly, by way of Examination, br 


this gracious frame of Spirit, w2 may know ou 
ſpiritual ſtate, whether we be born ot God or ng, 
whether in Chriſt or no 5, to w:t, by this, Whether 
our Hearts and Min; are more fet on God,Chrif, 
and Heaven, or cn the Wo:l:i. Kom, 8. 1, Thr 
ws no condenination to them that are in Chriſt Feſus;, they 
are ſafe, come Plagu:, Sword, Fire, Faggot: But 
who are in Chriſt Jclus? He tells us, They tha 
w2lk not aſter the fiſh, but after the Spirit, % 
Ver. 5,6. Theythat are ſpiritually minded ;, they the 
rve their conerſation in Heaven, Phil. 3, 2% 
Col, 2. 1, 2, They are riſen with Chriſt, So ja 
73. 25,25, Tt we be born from Heaven, we ar 
bound tor Heaven ; Heavenly-mindecne!is is & 
£0011 an Evidence for Heaven as any 1s, and 
Earthly-mindedne's is as ill a Character as can i, 
Let us now try our ſelves by th's : Where ate our 
Hearts, and Minds, and Afﬀettions moſtly er, on 
Heaven or Earth, on Chriſt or the Creature! 
Let our Conſciences ſpeak : Surely tlits one Ri 
of Tryal will help us to know in what ſtate vt 
are, 

Laſtly, For Conſolation to Believers, in reſp 
of outward Loſſes and Troublzs, that they ar 
all viſible and temporal things that we can loſe, and 
but temporal things that we can ſuffer, which at 
but light and ſhort, as we have ſeen ; but our in 
ſible eternal Mercies, they are a! ſure, and cane 
ver bc loſt. If we had enjoyed our earthly Con- 
forts a little longer, it could have been but a lit- 
tle longer, they and we muſt have parted: Al 
viſible things are but temporal; our faireft How 
ers are fading, our ſweeteſt earthly Mercies at 
periſhing : And here is our Comfort, thag if we it 

ja 


I 
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in Chriſt, we ſhall be delivered from Erern Death, 
from Everlaſting Deſtrufion, from the Wrath to co,ae. 
If we have our part in the firſt Reſurrection, rhe 
Scond Death ſhall have ao power on vs, Let this 
comfort us, that the Comforts we loie here arc bur 
temporal Comforts, and the Troubles we fufer 
here, are but temporal Troubles. An thtz brings 
us to the ſecond Point obſerved from the Lext, 
which was, 


2 Dot, That 4 rtzht and tri! , L:, ſr y* 4 


F 
. . ' : Tj 
things, ww; bp to lyppart ihe Lorg 
' ' . 3; ©,V n * © 
under metr Aliuttivis, 


Of which I ſhall ſpcak but briefs, 
of what hath ben (aid in the form. 
confirm this, | 
Heb. 10. 24. Tr-; took oy; ol; 
their Goods; And why ? birt 6 
in themſelves 1hzy bai in 2: 
1 more enturii ; ſubftance. Y 
Judgment both of Earth an: C 
farthly and of Heaveniy Tt: | 
infinite worth and valuc of 
they knew thac Heaven'y i» 
ral, the moſt tbBrntia!, 2 HRS 
aad that Earthly ihingz* 1 
ng, and therefor: no: 1 
is to be valu:l or 
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\i4ge truly and rightly of them. Now God hath 
dvciared 1n his Word his judgment of them, Iſa, 
&. 1, 7 The mouti v/ the Lord bath Jroken this, The 
Wice j2i4, Oy3 and be ſaid, what all I ery ? Al 
| ? 6 # gr T0 and all 1he goodlins$ rbere pf as the flower 

"the Bell. The gr:js mither ett, the flower fade, 
29, 5, ©, Veil ty, e very mal, i#þZ kt 4 ie, h 
72:ber Vanity. Sure ly, every man walkety in 8 ir 
227, Dal, 103 14, 15. we are but Duſt: 46 
24, Of agg ar? 45 37a : * 45 1 j Om: er of 1 the field, jok 


R210 = V #* - "wi 1:1 L Þ af]. th OUCTY it, a” 1 7zt 1s pore; 
11 ho 158 th. reef, 04% know it n2 more, Job 14.1,2 


"421 36.23 34 90ra of 4 won is of few days, aud jalg 
privt?, Js camzb £710 the 4 from: TY, and 1 cut 
loans be fieeth aijſo as 4 ſhilow, and continueth. ug, 
L. 2.4. ” Wa I. 10, & 4. 14. What #s Ow 
e2? I: js bitt even 44 « ak 19:2 appearetb for a link 
it tren canin2th away, This 1s the Judg 
mnt Of God egncerning Man, _ Men 5 They ar 
225 Dijt, buca Sradow, but Graf, and the Life of 
1112 very jogrt, dd full of rrouble, | but even as a bub 
ble, bunt a vipours, and we may be (ure, that the 
my 0t God is acc dr ro Truth, And 
Wen, 1 OT A; lt tne things 0: this \ \\ 'orld , Solomon, by 
2 $5717 of God, hath declared what they all are, 
tel. ts 4. Fa xiryof virliies, [with the Preacher, ut 
y if vznitizs, all is vanity, VN anity and Vexation 
" :ches, ond ;urs, Pl-aſures, Relations, Friends, Li 
2*!7y, al plz 2frat Accommo.lat 10NS, 4 21] js uininas 
xz 9f fiirir, This is the tru2 an right judg 
wt we ould ha! Ve of all earthly things, 

2.) We muit jadge of theſ? c arthly thi ngs bf 
ce xPerie: ce of the beſt and wile men that ene 
vl upon Earth ; they w: al tell us from theironi 

DETIence, that they are all varity and Ved: = Y 
Sul amn, Fob, David, Meſes ; Via 99, 4, 5, 6& 


F 
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ath | Yea, we all know this by our own Experiences 
Ia, | every day, that all fleſo is as graj3, and as the flower 
The | f the field : How ſoondo all oar carthly Comforts 
4] | vither and periſh, our deareft and neareft Relati« 
wer [ons wither and dye away, our Health and Strength, 
det, [our Life, and all, ſtill withering and periſhing ? 
%, i |{ See largely of this in Dr, Reynold's Three Treatiſ+*, 
vain | firſt Par1, CONCCYHIVS the Vanty of tre Creature, 

 fw | (3) Once more judge of Earthly things by the 
{- | evil uſe we make oft them while we have them, 
ir2; | through Satan's Temptations and onr own Cor- 
11,2, | ruptions, (as was ſhewed before) and alſo what 
uo | doggs and hinderances they are to our Souls, in 
s ct | our way to Heaven : Altho' Life, and all the Ac- 
- m7, | commodations of Lite, as Health, Strength, Liber- 
; aw | ty, Eſtate, Friends are good things in themſelves, 
linl | and given: us to be helps to Holine's, and to Hea- 
ude: | ren yet we muſt conteſs to our ſhame, that ail | 
ace | our Earthly Comforts, yea, and our animal Lite . 
f of | it lf, doth very much, moſt times, hinder our 
bib | Communion with God, hinder us in the Service of 
the | God, keep our Hearts at too great a diſtance from 
And] God; and many more Evils they bring upon usz 
2, by | al which contidered, we haye but little reaton fo 
lare, | to value them as we do, nor to let our Hearts 
,u-| and Aﬀettions ſo to run out after them. Thus 
tion, | kt us take a right judgment of 27 Earthly things. It 
,L-| & true, that ſo far forth as theſe Earthly things 
al] are uſeful to us in the Service of God, and further 
judg- | the gocd of our Souls, {o far forth we ought to 
bye and prize them, and praiſe God for them, and 
s by] pray for the continuance of them; but ſo far 
ext | forth as they are hinderances to us in Holineſs, and 
08] dring Sin and Guilt on our 350uls, as too oft they 
,, 9] do, fo far forth, and in that reſpett, we had bet- 
de without thein than with then 5 their Room 
WG, Would 
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would be better than their Company : And wheq 
they prove Snares tv us, ane like Solomon's Wives 
draw away our Hearts trom God; and like Dj. 
lah to Sampſon, betray our Souls into the hand; gf 
our {piritual Enemies; then {urely it is the gogg. 
neſs of God to ſeparate them from us, and ftrip y; 


of them, and we ſhall have caule to blels God for | 


{lo doing, 

Sicknels and Weakne:s improved, is better fo; 
our Souls than Health ani Strength abuſed ; Be. 
ftraint and Confinement improved, better than Li. 
berty abuled : Solitarinels improved,is betcer thi 
a Family and Company abuſcd ; Poverty impro. 
ved, better than Riches abuled, &c, 'Thus you may 
get a right Judgment of Earthly things. | 


Q. 2. But how will this right Fudgment of E:rihl 
things help us to bear our Troubles in this World ? 


A. 1. By atting our Taith upon the Word of 
God, Bzlieve, and be fully perſwaded of the truth, 
which Gol, the God of Truth, hath ſpoken concer- 
ning all tarthly things : -Eclieve that all f:Þþ 
graſs, that life s but a vap2ur, $c, here lies the root 
of all our Impatience and Ditcoarent under our 
Loſſes and Earthly Com'orts, even our Unbclief;; 
we do not fully and jirmly believe they are fiici vain 
things that we are depriveil of, out grafs, but as th: 
flowers of the field, Juft like a man that finds a Box 
or Bag of Countcrs, and takes th-:m to þ- all pure 
Gold, and greatly ret>yccch in what he hath 
found ; then aitcr a ſhort time he loſech his Coun- 
ters, and then he 13 e:xc2<lingly troubicd for the 
loſs of thzm, becautze ail this while he rovk them 
tor Gold; bur if once he comes to believe, that it 
was-bat a Box or Bag of Cynnters, then he grieves 

nv 
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amore. $0 it is with us 5, we believe not, that 
1] our Comforts are vanity and vexation ;, we look 


{gt on them to beſo, but that there is much con- 


ment, and ſweetneſs, and ſatisfattion to be 
4 in them: And therefore we grieve immode- 


; Iately when we loſe our Counters ; but if we did 


'{mly believe they are but Counters, Shadows, 


rſs, Vapours, we ſhould not be ſo caft down. 


| 2, Meditation and Confideration of the true na- 
are of all Earthly things, as God hath ſhewed us 
1 his Word ; often thinking, pondering, and me- 
itating on their vanity, uncertainty, tranſitorineſs 
ad deceitſulneis: Without this due and ſerious 
Meditation, a right Judgment of them will do ns no 
00d, When God finites our Com orts, maketh 
urfairet Flowers to wither, blafteth our flonriſh- 
us Graſs, then let us contider what God hath 
mitten and blaſted,nothing but graſs, but flowers. 
[What have we loſt ? Nothing but Shadows, but ' 
Counters : This deep Conſideration will ſupport 
5 under our Loſes, Confider alſo the Experi- 
ace of the Saints, who in all 4zes have found theſe 
tings to be but v.4anty and vexation, 
| 3. Add Prayer to God, That He will throngh- 
{f convince your HNiinds of the vanity of all earth. 
things, as David prayed, P/al. 39. 4. That we 
) my judge of them as God judgeth of them, and 
wot otherwiſe 5, and then 1t will not ſo much trou- 
tle us to part with them. So much tor a right 
 kdzment of the good things of this World : We 
nuſt alſ& labour to get a right Judgment of the 
til things of this World, as Poverty, Sickne'{s.1ot- 
mſonment, Diſgrace, loſs of Friends and Relati- 
"ns; we uſually judge amils ofrheſe alſo, and rherc- 
ure become jmparients 


row, 


% 
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Now, that we may have a right Judgment of 
theſe things alſo, we muſt obſerve ' the tormer 
Rules, 

1, To judge of theſe Evil things as God in his 
Word judgeth of them. Now Gol tells us in his 
Word, that Affiitions are ſhort and liget : that is 
mat yr as was ſhewed before; that his 
ends and deci 1058 in all the Afhictions of | 11 Peg. 
ple, are good and gracious; of which larg-!y be. 
tore 5, that they are Tokens of his Fatherly Lore 
to us, and Evidences of our Sonihiy; that the y 
are for our ſpiritual and eternal profic, to take 
away our Sins, and to make vs gun of his 
Holinels, and to prepare ustor that f.7 more exce2- 
ding and eternal weight of glory : : that they 2re need. 
ful and necellary tor us, Affiictions being as necel. 
lary to God's People, in their paſſage to Hearen, 
as Water 15 to a Ship, to carry her to her Port, 

Now, if we ju cl: 2.C of AﬀAiti Ns thus, as the Un» 
ly-wiſe God judgerh of them, we ſhall bear them 
with mach Paric nCe. 

2. T 0 judge of them as the wiſe, good, and holy 
men 0: Gud do judge of them. HMojes choſe rather 
29 ſuffer affliction with the p2ople of God, than to en Y 
the pleaſures of ſin for a ſea/un. Holy Davis profet: 
leth, That ar was good for kim that be was affidcd, 
Iſl. 119. 71. {[ Upon witch Text 1 kav? mirinten 
iarge by Ut ſei. |] So the Primitive Chriſtians 

2 Cor. 4.17, 15. and Zeb. 10. 34. Ant thouiands 
now in Heaven, and upon Earth, can feal ro this 
Truth, That Analidtions have done them tood, 

3. Let us 3 judge alio by our own EXPeriencey, 
Tar as rhe zood things of this Workl have been, 
by Satan's Te: nptations, and our own Corrupt! 
ons, very hurtful to onr Souls 5; fo the evil things 
ot tus York nave been, through the Gra y 

Gui, 
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a, anifying them to us, very profitable to ov! 
als, and we have cauſe to blels God for them. 
And as Earthly things, good in themſelves, 
*ome evil to us, ſo evil things, ſo in themſelves, 
by the Bleſſing of God on them, become gooc! 
70 USs 

Now this right Judgment of the evil things of 
'$ World, will much {upport us under them, 

1, If we ſtrongly att our Faith in believing 

lat God in his Word hath ſaid of theſe Evi! 
ings, that they are al! bur light an.l frort, that He 
a ſuch gracious ends in them 5, and if we at 

ih and Hop: upon the many exceeding great 
=1 precious Promiles in the Word, made to his 
aple in their Aﬀfiictions, and reiye upon his 
athfulneſs in them, we ſhall be fireetly | ſupported 
ter then, 
[2 If we duly meditate and confider of the good 
"its that our A'Hiftions ſhall bring forth in us, 
Que time 5; and do duly ponder upon the gract- 
ends of God in them, it will, doubtles, migh- 
* uphold ns under them, 


| And if we ad fervent Prayers to God, to 
;re Out all tho't ſpiritual Bleiings of Afi tions 


8; an:! wair-on him for the bleſſing, 1 hoping, 
iring, and pant.n afrer theſe Bleinngs ; we ſrl 
t enabled to bear c under them a7. 


Let us bewail onr wrong and falſe Judgment of 
hly a both of the good and ex il roings of 
% World, and pray earneſtly for a true, i; ritual, 
a right Ju igment of them ;, let ns 7: th ' ſubmic 


a Judgments to the judg ment of God, and {:tled- 
y 
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x © Mal, 29 T1 6 1,90 > bt 0 *, , | 
ly acquieice 1n God's Judgment; let us pray ex gui 
neftly for a {piritual Underſtanding, and a reneyel 
judgment ; let us look on 4a vijihie rempora] things 
as God looketh on them, an !crile ir in our min 
E = — 1% 1,2 % > of . 9*: 4% y + —— ” y 
I hat TiC ſudgms nt of & v4 by I 1ZNC and beſt ; an] Twc 
or 3 not lean to our own Underſtanilings, andy 


Now to procec.. ts the laſt words in this Verſe; 


= *%, % : 0 AE . 

bo PE 2G py th. —— 29 
But fo MH o < LAS 45 i, £3) A; 4 z2t ſeen, bo 
7 ' £Bey are Cefernuat. 


Val 
WS 
= 
| ne! 
— , ms a <f Cr .Y ... * a>} LY... 
A , +: 2nother Act of Faith | Faittend's/ 1 
” ' = 7. [. = + ** HH Ly 
4 ;- ul not only to Izv oft trom thingy © 


WiC? tre 1-20, for they are report; but allo m0] 1. 
bot ano th thinns which are not jven, for they areÞut 
eternal, 2 1.0: ;, the original word js ozertf0 
profpicin, to look icriouſly, diligently, earncitly,to wo 
look uyon a thing as his mark an fope, to loos hv 
with ardent delire to attain that which he 1005 =© 
for. Now faith the Apoſtle, we look nat on thje ©, 
things which are ſeen, temporal things , as Our Mas | 
and ſcope, with ſich eagerneſs and diligence tor =" 
tain them ;, we ſee not ſuch worth and exc?lency 11 I 
them, as to ſpend our beft Thoughts about the!) 
and our ardent Aﬀettions upon them ;, no, 10,9 +! 
we look on things not ſeen ;, we look on unſeen thil9 m 


w youu 
- 
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v ex«zufinitely more worthy, and more highly meri- 
ncwdzrour beſt Thoughts and Aﬀettions ;, for tho 
2-1 things are eternal things, and therefore 
nindSire worthy of our Aﬀettions, 

- anf) Two Points of Doctrzze ariſe hence, 


19% by? 

l H Dol. I. Thas truly-gracious Souls do moſt ſcriouſly 
mind, and rizfe diligently intend a::4 cim at ui- 
ſeen eternal things \, upon theſe their thoughts 
are maiu'y and moſtly fixt, and 2bout theſe thels 
greateſt Care and Smdy i employed, 


| 


| Dodt. IT. That th2 due minding of, and medita- 


arſe | Bing 1p%n unſeen eternal things, will much 
'l Help to ſupport the People of God under all 
wwerr £u75rings in this World. 
! 
ſeen, Dot, 7. Firſt, 772t rruly-prictovs Souls da moft 


[aſl mind, and meſt diligently intend and aim as 
jen wid eternal inings. 
| ere we mult enquire, 
2b's! 41, What thoſe invi..olz eternal tit are. 
bins! 2, ths Reaſons of the Point, 
ſo tof 1. What they are, They are things not ſeen, 
y areÞithey are eternal; unten to the bodily Eye 5 
27iWoled to the vitible things of the World, Ri- 
15,008, Honours, Pleaſures, Friends, Health, Liber- 
look Cc, theſe good and evil things of this World 
loo's =ewe look nor unto, but ts inviſible, and rhey 
thyle &, 
mark 1. Firſt, The Inviſible God, whom no man 
0at- 4h ſeen, nor can ſve with bodily Eyes Coll. 1.15. 
'y In "Jim, 1,17, Moſes ſaw him that is inviſible. Heb. 
hem, 4.27, We, faith the Apoſtle, look unto him, Mic. 
, but 7. It look unto the Lord, 7 ſal. 34. $5. Gracious 
ins Ws make God their aim, and their end, _ to 
& crve 
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ferve, and pleat, and glorine him, and hes | ot 
he; e Communion with him, and to enjoy hing; 
This is the chief Study, Care, and Labour of or 
ci0as Souls, to be accepted with Cod, and to brin 
Glory to him, arora 9. We are always looking: 
to God, to Hi Precepts, tooDey tem, to his Prof 
muies to hldove and reſt upon them :, t0 his Progi 
dences, to obſerve and comply wich them, anfe 
r1ng them by ſuitable Duty. 

2. Szcondly, We look unto our Bleiled Jeſs tt 
Image of the Inviſible Go:1, the eternal Son of. 
Go ;, He was Once VINE, and {een 1n the Helbyee 

and thall bz fo again at his ſecond coming, Aft 1 /'”% 
But now we {ee nim not, yet now we belicr? in 
ps an look on him by Faith : And that y Li 
nay look UV} p01. nd behold this unſzen jeſus, an 
by Faith an4 Love, to enjoy Union and Comm 
nion with dim, to know him living in us, and tathle 
have fellow hip with him in his Death and Reſy 
rettion, and in his Life, to receive of his fulnefh, 
Grace for Grace : This the Saints aim at, and fpey! In, | 
their Thoughts and Cares about, and make tiSht t 
th2 main and principal work of their Live: nk 
Phil, 3. $,9, 10. That they may be joyned tj ry 
Cirift, married to him, engratted into him, parc 
take of his Spirit, Life, and Grace: 4 that they may xl 
be conformable to him, and enabl<cd to walk ashel , b 
walked; that he may ſup with them, and theſſin 
with him; that he may dwell in their Hearts by 
Faith, and take up his abode with them, and - { in 
nifeſt his Love unto them; that they may grow! 
mn all things like unto him. Thele are the Aims Fa 
Intentions, Deſires, Prayers, Longings, and W- jt 
ftant Endeavours of truly-gracious Sante Not i 
be rich, . and great, and honourable in the Worls, *;, 
at to partake of the unſearchable Riches of Cit 2 
(v 
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Ow txt and polics jeſus, this Peart of greateft 
 himggs, to be rich in Faith, to have a clear Title to 
*f or$Crown of Life, which Jeſus hath purchaſed 

n&pcomiſed, to live in Chriſt, and to pleale, ho- 


5 Profer, 
Proxid,, The holy Spirit is 7nviſible ard eternal ;, the 
a6#&:0us Influences and Operations of the Holy 
{yt on the Hearts and Spirits, (though the 
i; may in ſome ſenſe be ſaid to be vilible, 
Yon ofs:of eternal efficacy) yet the Operations are in 
Hel; ſence inviſible 5 the Graces of the Spirit, 
{Fs 14 Itake to be thoſe Waters of Life, which our 
42 inf;rd ſpeaks of, Fokz 4. which ſpring up to Eter- 
b ; the Joy, the Comforts of the Spirit, the 
tings, teachings, guidings of the Spirit; the 
ack and ſealings of the Spirit ;, all theſe are in- 
nd tajhle and eternal things; and theſe arethe things 
Reſurdznatural men cannot know nor diſcern, 1 Cor.2. 
une, 13, 14. Strangers intermeddle not with this 
fpculfr, becauſe Strangers to it ; It is hidden Manna : 
- UliSkt theſe are the unſeen things, that gracious 
LIVS uk mind, ſeek, and breath after, and always 
el Ws for ; Oh, that they may be filled with the 
» Pint, filled with the Graces and Comforts of the 
YMYFrit, and enjoy Communion with the Spirit. 
«ahe{ ,, Th2z Word of God, the glorious Goſpel,that 
| tlf){nvifible and eternal, not in the Letter of it, for 
5 Vf fatis to be ſeen in the Book, but the Myſteries of 
4 m-{xe hidden Myfterics z Marth. 11. 25, Theſe 
on UW4ings are hid from the wife and prudcne of the 
AIMS, Fold, It's true, the ſound of the Goſpel is gone 
| 0-2 abroad throughout the World ;, but the power 
Now's efficacy, the vertue and inward workings of 
fork, \the ſweetneſs of it, that is inviſible to the Eye 
T2 "the Body,and hidden tothe World, 1 la 4 
Co 
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God reveals thoſe things to his People by hi; 5g, | 


Di 


rit : The infinite Beauty of Chriſt, his tranſ,, 


cent Excellencies, the Beauty of Holinek, th F 


a 


ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs of the Promiſes, the glory oF 


Heaven, with many, many other unſpcakable ty. 


cellencics, which arc hel out in the Goſpel; aÞ® 
witch bodily Eyes cannot (ce, nor carnal Hearts yy. F 


dcrftand. 


The powerful enlightning, quicknir.g, trans. F 


ming, nouriſhing, ſtceagthning, retrcihing, ay 
com:orting power aad vertue 0: the Goſpel, by 
very few (ze and feel; none but ſuch as are ſpit; 
rualized, and whoſe Underitandings are (avingy 
cenlightned 5 Epr. 1.17, 19, 19, Lhcere aregrex 
and glorious things repreſented in the Goſpel; but 
Men's Underſtan-lings muſt be enlightaed befor 


they can ſee them : Life and Immortality i F 


brought co light by the Goſpel; Zeav-z and #1 
opened in the Goſpel, but not to be ſeen by the 


bodily Eyc. Hence the Goſp?1 is ſaid to be hit, F 


2 Cor. 4. 4. and this word abideth for ever, 1 7, 
1. 25, and it is an everlaſting Goſpel. Now, faith 
the Apoſtle, w?2 look to the Word of Cod, and mit 
the gloriovs Myſterizs of the Goſp2l, and feel the ſmea 
and powerful efets of it ;, we deſire the ſincere miltsf 
the Word, that w? may grow thereby: we eſteem i 
Word of God above our neceſſary food ;, 109 23. 12,13 
and 7t i ſweeter 20 us than the bony or Þ63:3-comb, Tj 
19. 9. | 
5. Wc look unto, and mind all the exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes which are in re 
Word of God ; the vertue, ſweetneſs, and good 
of them are all inviſible to carnal Eyes, Tel 
earl man of the gooilneſs and ſweetne's of tis 
Promiſes, it ig Riddle to him ; give him pit 
ſent EnjoymentJghe never taſted any ſveectneh in 
them, 


—_— 
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m; but true Chriſtians look on them as ex- 
wing rich things, and look up to them, and em- 
"kethem, and live upon them 5, they contd not 


4 - without them : The Promiles arc '':y Breaſts 
þ& arnal Hearts, they can draw no *«.-:ue from 
4 : M5 but they are full Brcaftzto CO JUS Souls: 
Md 1 27. 13+ 1 had fainted, unleſs I ba. Lelizwed, (that 


"Lathe Promites) 20 ſee the goodrn2fs of God in the 
dof the living, 

The Promiſes, T hat God will be our God in 
it, and our Portion, and excecding great Re- 
1! Gen. 17.1. That He will be a Sun and a 


pite Þ . bo 
an {to us, give us Grace ani Glory, and will 
rex hold-no good thing from us; P/z!. $4. laſt, 


ſes of Pardon, ot Peace, of Holineſs and 


but 
bh eſs, of Reſt for our Souls, Mar. 11, 28,29. 
Ty: ſes of his good Prelence with us in all our 


mbles; of Supports, Supplies, and of a gracious 
out of all ; gracious Souls tradc in the Promi- 
converſe with the Promiles ; theſe they mind 
reſt upon, and find Sweetneſs and Comtort in, 

{, And Laftly, We look unto all thoſe great 
glorious things which the Great God hath pre- 
2d for us from the foundation of the World, 
| which our moſt dear Lord Jeſus hath purcha- 
{for us by his moſt precious Blood. Oh, the 
tand glorious things which God our Father 
prepared for us ! that blefſed Viſion of God, 
t Kingdom of Heaven, that Lile eternal, thac 
"wm of Glory, of Life, of Rightcouſnes, that 
tritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that ſa- 
a not away ;, that far more exceeding and eternal 
"xt of glory; that everlaſting Reft; all thcſe 
8 are invitble and eternal ; And un'9 theſe 
een and erernal things, we, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
«, aul ſet our mind upon. Aad alfo the great and 


O ie 
SN 
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zlorious things which our Lord hath purchaſe: 
as Pcace with "God, his Favour, Acceptance yir 
him, Adoption, Sonſhip, Heirlhip, Remiſkon 
Sins, an heavenly Inheritance ; theſe are all ins, 
ible and cternal things, great and wonderi 
things, things of the greateſt excellency and high- 
eſt concernment ; And, ſaith the Apoſtle, a. 
are Gotbel-4 britians, we Jook 10 theſe things ; * uh 
theſe we fend our moſt ſerious thoughts, and ow bel 
ahteTions ;, theſe poſſeſs our bearts and min ls, and we 


lzve in the continual profpe# of theſe unſeen and eter | 


11185. 


Before I come to the Reaſons of the Point, 1: 
Jittle more to open this AQ of gracious Soulsaul 
the Objett of it. 

oo 

T. For the AA, Looking ; which may note thek 

things. 


1. It notes Reality, it 1s no Fancy, Dream, or{' 


empty Imagination, but we look, we lee, we belold 
them 5; the Eyes of our Underſtandings being && 
lightned, and our Minds illuminated by che pitt | 

of God ;, and having the Spirit of Faith in uz, 
diſcern and bchold *thoſe invitible and ereral 


things: Zeb. 11. 1. Faith js the ſubſtance of tis | 


hoped for, and the evidence of things not ſeen, Wei 
as fully believe them, as it they were viſible to ot 
zoUly EYES. 

2, It notes Czrtainty 5 what we ſce with off 
EyCs, We are certain cf; we are fully perſwaci! 
of them, #e5, 11. 13. hence this Sight is (ai 
Rnowletge, 2 C0 5. 1. 

Je FIXC incſs; Ir is not glancing, or caiting 2 
Eye2 on them, but we look « on them, that is, fi: 
Iy and ftedfaftly 5 we aim at them 4 we 


Wit 
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6g: on them as our Mark and End, Thus for tlic 
| att, 


71. For the Obje@ ;, they are things thar are 
not {cen ; What they arc, hath been ſhowed the 
Properties are the'e 

1» They are ſpiritual things ;, fo in their Na- 
Rin and revealed by the Spirit, 1 Cor. 2. $. and 
ley are ſpiritually diicerned, and not otherwiſe, 

2, They are all high,gre at, and glorious things; 
rathe higheſt,the greatet, and the m: oft glorious 
tings: All other things are but Drols anc xd Dung 4 
1compariſon of them. 

3 They are the choiceſt an:i the beſt things, 
neſt worthy of our Hearts and Minds, and 5 
ar choiceſt AﬀeRions ; What is the Chatf to th 
Wheat 2 What 1s the Nrols to the Goll 2 What 
arth to Heaven, or the Creature to God ? 

& They arc Heart-trans:'orming, Heart-glad- 
ing, Heart-elevating, Heart-ftrengrhning things 
tCor.3. 17, 1$. 1 Pet. 1, $. Thele things look: 4 
to by the Zye of Faith, will change the Heart, 
ad cauſe joy unſpeakable and glori 1025, 

5. They are real, ſolid, ſubſtantia! thi ings, not. 
os, as viſible temp oral things are 5 Zecr. 
% 34+ They joyf:1/ly took the (poilis: 7 of cheir goods, 
they were but Shadows, Trifies : « becauſe they 
i in Heaven ſubſtantial things. The thing3 of this 
World are a!l vain, ing Vanities, things Lit 
not 5 Prove 23. 5. 

6, They @r- Soul-ſati Fying 
ins 5 things; ſuch as have th em ſhail never {5-13 
More  Fobn 4+ 14. that 18, invrlinatcly and wmuny- 
«ately after Eartlly thing? 


3 

w_ 
* 
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7 A n « 


170 Heaven and Earth epitomiz'd: or, |, 


7. And Laſtly, They are eternal things, perma. 
nent, abiding, laſting, everlaſting things; eterna 
Life, eternal Glory 5 everlaſting Conſolation, 
everlaſting Reft; We ſhall ever be with the 
Lord, ” 


* © my Soul ! Can T;be a true Chriftian, and 
* be a Stranger to this Practice of converſing with 
& thole invitible eternal things ? Can I be re. 
« pencrate, born of God, born from above, and «| 
« be a Stranger to this Praftice ? Can I bequiz. |* 
* in Conſcience, ſo long as I live in the neglet 
«* of this? Can. I groundedly hope to live and | 
© converſe with God and Chrift for ever here 
&© ter, and be ſuch a Stranger to this converſe with 
* him here ? Can I have any Support in Trouble n 
& without this? Can I have any true Comfort , 
& in Life or Death, or bid Sickneſs or Death 
« welcome, and be a Stranger to this ? Certain- 
« ly no : Therefore, O my Soul, labour for more 
«* familiar Acquaintance with thoſe inviſible eter- 
&* nal things, and exerciſe thy ſelf more in the Fn 
« Mcditations of them, 4 


me 

at 

The Grounds and. Reaſons of the Point, Why graciun = 
Souls do moſt ſeriouſly mind, intend and aim at is |, 
viſible eternal things, a 
Tac 


Reaſ. T. Becauſe they are commanded 6 |;. 
to do, Col. 3. 1,2, Set your affeftions upon thing! I! 
above, not '0n things below, Mat. 6. 19, 20. Ly hag 
for your ſelves rreaſures in Heaven, not in Eat, | 
x 77s 6, 19: | 


z : 


1c108 


[miſubilities the greateſt Realities, 171 


NI. Becauſe truly-gracious Souls are endued 
gith inviſible, divine, and eternal Priaciples, 
which do encline, diſpoſe, and ſuit them to thoſe 
irvifible and eternal things : Fam. 1. 17, 18. They 
ce begotten of God, born of God ; their extra» 
{tion is heavenly ; 1 Pet. 1. 23, 2 Pet. 1. 4. They 
nuſt needs mind God, for they are begotten of 
tim, He is their Father, they have his Image on 
them ; and they muſt needs mind Chriſt, tor he 
s formed in them ; and the Spixi?, for they are 
born of che Spirit ; Heaven is their Father's Houſe, 
tteir own Home, their Inheritance ; the Princi- 
nes of the Divine Nature enclines and diſpoſeth 
tem to mind things above, As they thar are af- 
xr be fiſh, do mind the things of the fleſh, ſo they 
ba are after the ſpirit, do mind the things of the ſþ1- 
«; for this is the charaQeriftical difference be- 
meenthe carnal and the ftritual man, Rom. $. 5,6. 
[For 5, 4. Every thing atts according to its Prin- 
iples, It Men and Women have no other Prin- 
ples in them, but ſuch as they brought into the 
World with them, which are only earthly, and 
me no other Spirit than the Spirit of the World 
ithem; they cannot mind heavenly things, for 
ji as 15 the earthly, ſuch are they that are 
athly; Heavenly things are contrary to their 

Ares, and to their Principles, and therefore 

#y cannot mind them, But holy Souls have 

raciples of the Divine Life, and they live the 

ue of God, 

1], Becanſe their Hopes are ſet, grounded, 

won thoſe inviſible eternal things; their hopes 

[* nor in this Life, but in God, in Chriſt ; Gio- 

7, Heaven, and Eternal Life, are the Ovjedts 


tthe hopes of all rruly-gracious Souls ; 1 Cor. 


'\s wh Rom, Jn 24 Heb, 6. 1S, is T:t. 2, IZe 


Q 1it.s 
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Tit. 1.2. 1 Pet. t. 13. 1FoÞn 3.3. We miſt | 


needs mind them, and ſet our Attections upon 
them, becauſe we hope to enjoy them for ever, 
Phil.-2. 20, 21. 

IV. Becaule the People of God have had exye- 
rience in ſume meaſure of the ſweet and powerful 
Influences and Operations of thoſe inviſible eter. 
nal things on their own Hearts and Spirits; they 
bave taſted that the Lord is gracious ; they hare 
had fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, in 
fome degree ;, they have been made partakers 0 
the Holy Ghoſt, in many ſaving fruits and effett 
on them ; they have felt the power, cihcacy, an 
comfort of the Word and Promiſes ; and they hare 
in ſome meaſure received the firſt-fruits and eameſf 
of their Imberitance Rom. $. 23. Eph. 1. 13,14. 

V. Becauſe by 21! theſe things gracious Souls 
Eve, and in all theſe things is the Life of their 
Souls: Their Life is hid with Chriſt in God, and 
ſhould they not "mind God and Chrift ? Chriſt 
liveth in them, and they in him, Gal. 2. 20. They 
live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, Gal, 5, 
"they live by, and live upon the Promiſes, J 
23. 12, They live by Faith, in the purchaled, 
promiſed, prepared Inheritance ; they live in hope 
of Eternal Life, Tit. 1.2. and rejoyce in hope of gloy, 
Fom. 5. 2. They lbve in hope of a better Relurt- 
etion; they groan after their Houſe -in Heaven; 
they teek a Country, an heavenly; and thereiore 
they cannot but mind and intend, look unto, and 
aim at thoſe inviſible eternal things. Our naturd 
Life, much leſs our ſpiritual Life, doth not conliſ 
in the things which we poſſeſs; that is, in vill 
temporal things ; for, 7n God we ljye,move,aud 
Our Leng. 
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VI. Becauſe theſe inviſible eternal things are 
the only things that are ſuitable and Grisfying tv 
the Souls-of gracious perſons ;, Eacthly things are 
not ſuitable r9 Heaven-born Souls; Riches, Ho« 
nours, Pleaſures, net ſuitable, nor ſatisfying to 
inmortal Sorls, which are begotten of God : 
farthly things arc no Bread for Souls; Jjz. 55. 
2,% 4» John 6. 27. They are all but Aſhes, but 
Wind, Huſks, Cha#, not Food for Souls; theſe 
ze ſuirable to the Body, Mears tor the Belly, and 
the Belly for Meats 5 but God, and Chriſt, and 
the Word, Ge. for the Soul, for the renewed gra- 
cous Soul 5 other things will not content it. 

VII. Becauſe theſe invitble eternal things are 
the beſt, the choiceſt, the chiefeſt, the moſt cx- 
zlent rhings, the principal things, as a7 will con- 
&5, and therefore moſt worthy to be minded and 
hoked afrer 5 Phil, 4. 8. GOD and Glory, Hea- 
ra and Happineſs, are the beſt things for certain, 
F#b, 10. 34. & 11, 16, The Saints Happineſs 
lizs in thoſe inviſible eternal things : They may 
i happy without viſible temporal things , but 
they can never be happy without the other : And 
deed, all vihble temporal things are not worth 
ninding at all in compariſon of the other, Oh, 
that we could belieye this, and att accordingly. 

VIII, Becauſe thoſe things are moſt ſure and 
et2in, iacorruptible and undefiled, and that fade not 
inay, Matth, 6. 19, nor moth, ner 1uft, nor thieves 
an ſtoil us of theſe ;, 1 Cor. 9. 25. Heb. 11. 9, 10. 
& 13.14. 1 Per. 1.4. Pjul. 48. 14. This God will 
bt? our God forever, None can ſay ſo of Relations 
or Poſſeſſions, of Health, Wealth, or Liberty, 


| Jeſus Chriſt is the Believer's for ever ;, their Joy 


5 everlaſting, none can take it from them, their 
Peace is everlaſting, their Kingdom everlaſting, 
1 3 IX, Ee. 


174 Heaven and Earth epitomiz?/d: of, 


I<. Bzcauſe by minding, of, and by fetting their | 


Aﬀe&tions upon thoſe inviſible eternal things, they 
are much freed and diſcharged from the :nares, 
Fears, Cares, Sorrows, Entanglements, Incum- 
brances and Temptations, that accompany the 
minding of thoſe viſible temporal things, Nil ſen 
tit in Nervo, cum Anima fit in Calo, 

Oh, the intolerable Burthens, the unavoidable 
Snares, Cares, and Fears that attend theſe carth- 
ly things ! how are the Vinds of Men rack, 
tortured, diftrattel, diftempered, macerated with 
theſe ? while they mind them eagerly and inor- 
dinately, What croſs Paiſages fall out ? what 
Giſappointmentsdo they meet with ? how ſtrange 
ly are mens Minds bewitched with theſe things? 
what unruly Paihons are oftentimes ſtirred up, 
and thence they break out into many uncomely 
words and ations, piercing themſelves thoroy 
with many Sorrows, 1 Tim. 6. 10, Againſt this 
our Lord caution'd his Diſciples, Luk, 21, 34, 
Take he2:d, I-ft at any time your hearts be overcharg:1 
with ſurfeiting, and drunlenneſs, and cares of its 
lifz, And by theſe worl:liy entanglements mary 
r;7:1es God is forgatten, Conſcience wounded, 
Feace broken, Guilt contratted, Duty negletted, 
and Sorrows multiplicd, 

But now, when we can get off our Hearts fron 
Earthly things, and can get them up ahore the 
things, and can fix our Minds upon thoſe highan! 
heavenly things; how are our Spirits diſcharged 
and diſburthened , and our Minds eaſed and quie- 
ted: Pal. 63. 5, 6. My ſoul ſpall be ſatisfied 4 
with marrom and fameſs : when I remember thee up 
my bed, and melitate on thee in the night-warches. 


O, bs 


| 
| 


| 
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O, the ſweer Peace and Tranquility of Mind 
that thoſe enjoy, that 199% above, and live above, 
and have their converſation in Heaven ;, who walk 
with God, and talk with God, and confantly 
converſe with things above ©: To be fÞirittually mit 
tl is life and peace, Rom. 8. 6. 

X, Bzcaule by this minding Heavenly things 
the Saints get good Proof and Evidence of their 
Title unto, and of their Intereſt in God and 
Chriſt, and to thoſe inviſible eternal things; 1 Foh, 
6.4. Col. 3. 1, 2,3. Fob. 2. 6. 3 Cor. 15. 48. This 
$ag00d Proof that we belong to God and Hea- 
ren, becauſe we mind them, and ſet our Hearts. 
upon them. 

XL Becauſe by the minding of thoſe things 
zore, the People of God are wonderfully ſup- 
yorted under all their Troubles in this Lite ;, and 
by their Heavenly-mindedneſs their Troubles are 
Ueviated and fweetned to them; as in the Text 
and Context : We faint not, while we Jook not at 
thoſe things which are ſeen, for they are temporal ; 
tu: at thoſe things which are not ſeen, for they are 
ezrnal, By our looking off from rempura? things, 
aal by our looking on upon eternal things, we ars 
ſupported under all our Sufferings. 

XI, And Laſtly, Becauſe this is the way to ſal- 
nation ; For if the end of thoſe who mind earthly things 
be Deſtrufion, as Phil. 3. 19. then the end of thoſe 
wo mind Heavenly things, muſt be Salvation, 

Thus much for the grounds of the Point. 


Q. But wherein conſiſts this Duty of looking un- 
t0 inviſible eternal things? What us ths minding of 
thn? And bow muſt this Work be managed ? 


I 4& Anſws. 
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Anſ. 1. 1t conſiſts in the diftin@ knowing, and 
right underſtanding of thoſe i7vi/ible eternal things 
#0 know God and Chriſt, the Myſtery of God and 
Gollinefs, Col. 2. 3. Epheſ. 1.17, 18. Let us pray 
as the Apoſtle doth there; That the God of wn 
Lord Feſ5 Cirift, the Father of glory, would gives 
to us te ſpirit of wiſdom ani revelation, in the know. 
d:1ge of kim : That ihe 0y2s of cur underſtandings my 
b: eniick ted, XC, 

2, Ia 2 full perſwaſton of Hearr, of the Reality 
4 tranſcenient Exccllency of thoſe inviſibe 
ernal things, that they are indeed the moſt real, 
2 molt ſub[antial, and the moſt -xcellent things 


at 
C: 
t') 
infinitely ſurpaiting all temporal things 3 Pill, 2, 
8 5. 14:1,73.25. Ir we believe not this, and be not 
fully perlwaded of this, that Heavenly things are 
.ncomparabiy better than Earthly things, we ſhall 
rever fet cur Hearts upon them, 

3. In the frequent and lively AQtings of Faith, 
Loye, Pctire, Hope, Hungrings, Thirfting), Pat- 
tings, Breathings, Longinzs and Expettationsvy- 
on and after thole Heavenly things 5 Pſal. 42.14. 
& 63, 1,2, 2, 3. !/.4. 26. 9, Oh, that I had ad 
ror, tuiler fight oi God, more acquaintance withmy 
Biefled jclus, more {piritual reliſh of Divinething 
more experience of the ſaving workings of tie 
Holy Spirit, more ſenſe of the tatherly love of Gol 
in Chrift : Oh, that I had clearer Evidences of mj 
title to Everlaſting, Reſt : Oh, that the Love 0: 
God may be ſhed abroad on my Heart abundan'- 
ly; Oh, that T could taſte more ſweetneſs, and! 


more Power in the Word and Promiſes : Oh, that 


Iyvt 


I conld converſe more with God, and have ny 
Converſation more above, Thus holy Souls patt 
«31 DIcath atter God and Heavenly things. 
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4, In eſtceming, prizing, valuing thoſe inviſi- 
xe eternal things above all earthly temporal 
things 3 £/al. 39. In God's favour life ;, Pſal.63.3. 
Hi loving-kindneſ$ zs better than life 5, Pſal.q. 6. Lord, 
ifs chou up the light of thy countenance upon us, This 
pill put g/adneſ$ into our bearts, more than the encreaſe 

'corn and wine, 

;, In applying and appropriating theſe inviſible 
ternal things to our own Squls, My Lord, and my 
Gal, my Feſtus The kingdom prepared for me, the crown 
telongs 10 Mes 

6, In frequent converſing with them by medi- 
ation, contemplation, conſideration ; ſpreading 
4 ſpending; our moſt ſerious Thoughts, and our 
noſt fixed and deepeſt Cogitations on them, and 
zerer leave thinking and thinking, pondering, mu» 
ing, ruminating and dwelling on them, until our 
Hearts be warmed; anFonr Aﬀettions kindlted, our 
Defires enlarged, and our Delights raiſed, Pſal. 
17.5 Delight thy ſelf in the Lord, Tſal. 104. 34» 
My meditation of kim ſhall be ſweet. Alas, we have 
bfew, and ſuch ſhort, and inconſtant, and unfix- 
el Thoughts of God and Chriſt, of Heaven and 
Glory, that our Hearts are not atfected, nor railcd 
ad enflamed. 

7. And laſtly, In a converſation ſuitable to thoſe 
inviſible eternal things ; Phil, 3. 20. the Apoſtles 
al Primitive Chriſtians had their Converſations int 
Reaven, This alone is true, rcal minding of, and 
wnverſing with thoſe Heavenly things, when we 
live the life of God, live like God, lite ſefus, walk 
n the Spirit, to be boly iu i} manner of converſation 


2 Pet. 3. 14. 1 Pet. 1. 15, 19. To be like Chrift 


| mn Meekneſs and! Humility ; Matth. 11. 2$, andin 


Purity; 1 Fobn 3, 3. in contunot of the World, 
| and Vanitits of it; int I:icarenly-mingdednels, 
| is And 
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And thus we ought to look unto and mind inviſ. 
ble and eternal things, and this will bring true 54 
 andperfe@ Peace, 1/a. 26. 3. Pjal, 112.6, 7. 


Moreover, I conceive, that the Apoſtle ani 
Primitive Chriſtians did look alſo unto the inviſll: 
eternal Ewil things, and ſpent ſome Thoughts upon 
them 5 as, The Terrour of the Lord, Everlaſting D:- 
ſtruftion, Eternal Death, the Wrath to come, &, 
Theſe things they minded two ways. 

1. By way of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, adni- 
ring the Love and Grace of God in Chriſt, by 
which they were delivered from thoſe invilible 
eternal Miſcries, which their Sins had deſerved; a 
we find often in their Praiſes. ; 

2. In their Diligence to eſcape thoſe eternal 
Evils, labouring for the afſurance of their full de- 
liverance frem them; confeantly exhorting all men 
to give all Diligence, that they might not fall ſhort 
of their Everlaſting Reft. 

But principally, Ithink, they looked nnfo thoſe 
inviſible eternal Good things, to ſecure their Titleto 
them, and Intereſt inthzm ;, and ſo minding then, 
as ſtill to preſs forward towards the Mark of the 
Price of the high Calling; and with the fore 
thoughts and fore-ſights of them, did ſupport theit 
Spirits under their Troubles, and (weeten thei 
paſlage through this preent evil World. 


So much for the DoQtrinal part, 
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The Application. 


Firſt, For Information. 

t Inference, Hence appears the extream” Folly” 
and Madneſs of People by Nature, who look art, 
mind and aim only at viſible temporal things; but 
totally negle& Inviſible eternal things, God, 
Chriſt, Heaven, is nor in all, ſcarce in any of their 
Thoughts 5 Lovers of themſelves, of their: own 
things, of Profirs and Pleaſures, more than of God, 
Phil. 1. 21. 2 7int, 3. 4. that make themſiclves the 
Mark they aim at ; but the Glory and Honour of 
God, the pleaſing and enjoying him; are ſtrange 
tings to them, things they never minded, never 
thought on : God complains of this againit the 
Jews, Zoſ. 8. 12. 1 have written 10 them the great 
tings of my Law, but they counted them as flrange 
things, So may Jeſus Chrift juſtly complain of 
Men under the Goſpel; © I have revealed the 
great and glorious Myfteries of the Kingdonr of 
* Heaven, the Myfteries of Salvation, the un- 
« ſearchable Riches of the Grate and Love of 
* God in the Goſpel, Lite and Immortality is 
brought to light by the Goſpel ;.the true and: 
only way to- Heaven and Eternal Life,, to Ever- 
laſting Happineſs, is clearly made known in the 
Goſpel; the only Means to get an Intereſt in thie. 
great God, in Jeſus Chriſt, in the New Covenant; 
now to. get Pardon of Sin, Peace with God 5, hoy. 
to be juſtified, ſaved, and glorihed for ever ;, Al. 
weſe rhings are fully and cdeirly revealed in the: 


| Goſpel., The invifible eternal things ot. tte: 


Vorld:to come, which-are the greateit- Realities: 
aud 
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and Exccllencics, the choiccſt, greateſt, and he 
things, But woe, an alas ! how little are tho 
things minded ? It is Corn, Wine, and Ol ;, Who 
will ſh:w us any good, any viſible temporal 
good * 

Nov, is not this extream Folly and Madnek, 
for reaſonable Creatures, made tor God, made 
capable of enjoying <tod, and all thoſe inviſhl 
eternal good things; for them thus to labour and 
Paac after the 1uit of che Earth, to ſpend their 
"Thoughts, Minils, ail Streagchs upon that which 
cannot ſatisfe, which will not endure; but thus 
to waſte precious Time, and Breath, and Spirit 
for periſhing failing things, and negiet inviſible 
eternal things ;, the incorruptible Crown, that fx 
deth not away, the undefiled Inheritance, the ever. 
laſting Kingdom, eternal Lite and Salvation ; nat 
to look-on thoſe, nor mind them, nor labour for 
tiem: Yet this is the common neglett of the 
World. It is amazing Madneſs, aſtoniſhing Folly, 
"Thus God exprefleth, Fer. 2. 11, 12, 13. Be aft 
aijhed, O ye beavens, at this 5, be ye horribly aftail; 
be y2 very deſolate, ſairh the Lord : For my peapl 
kzve committed two evils;, thy have forſaken me, th 
fountain of living waters, ar bew2d out Ciſterns, bes 
ken Ciſterns, that can hol no water, Prov. 1, %, 
21, 22. Yet ſuch is the Madnels of all by Nature, 
and it is greatly to be lamented, 

This ſhews alſo the blindne$ and darknels df 
Men by Nature, that thzy cannot ſee the excel 
t-1cy of thoſe inviſible eternal things, nor their 
vn abſolnte necefiity of rhem, and concerr.mentin 
th-m : The Gol of this \World hath blinded the 
mind, of them which believe not, leſt the Lightot 


the £07ious Goſpel of Chrift, who is the Image & 


C9.i, ſhould {hine jnto them 5 This glorious ” 
unes 
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kines upon them, and ſhines into many of their 
Heads; this Light they cannot retiſt; but itſhines 
"ot into their Hearts, to transform and Cchangz 
tiem, as it doth into the Hearts of God's Elett ; 
ind it's greatly to be lamented ;, 2 Cor. 4. 4. 


2Inf. Secondly, Hence appears the beguiling, 
tewitching nature of the World, that ir ſhould 16 
frangely win and gain the Hearts and Aﬀections 
of Men and Women, and ſo eably prevail with 
them, whilc God and Chrift arc ofered to them, 
and are not embraced : Heaven gates arc opene(! 
2 them, and they invited, entreated, periwaded 
by Promiſes, by Threatnings, commanded to come 
ad enter, but they will not; they make light of 
x; no Perſwaſions will prevail ;, they turn the deaf 
Eirto all: But for the World, how :oon are Pco- 
ple perſwaded to embrace it, to follow hard after 
x, to count no Time nor Pains too much to at- 
tain it ? 

What is there in thoſe vittble temporal things, 
n thoſe glittering vanities, that ſhould fo allure, 
aatice, and ſeduce rational Souls, and fuch as pro- 
ks that they believe all thoſe better things ? But 
ndeed, they do not believe them, whatever they 
jrofels ; Infidelity is the Root of all, Men do not: 
klieve what they profeſs to believe. It were 
impoſſible that the World ſhould be fo heartily, 
b eagerly follow'd and purſue, if the vanity and 
rxation of ir, the emptineſs an inſuftciency of 
t, the uncertainty and tranſitorin2fs of ir, were 
deed belicyc'l $ It were impoſlil;!c chat the great 
adplorious God, the Alſufhcienc Good, that ble(- 
ed Jeſus, that Heaven and Eternal Happiaz, 
ſhould be fo {lighted and negledtet, it they were 
muy, really, and heartily believed, 

Lb 
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Ic is moſt ſtrange, and yet moſt true, that peg 
ple ſhould yield up their Hearts unto, and (yep, 
their beſt Aﬀettions upon the things of this re. 
ſent evil World, and can think and ſpeak deligh. 
fully of them, but have no min to think or ſox; 
of eternal tpings, Oh, this beguiling, bewitching 
and deceiving Worll! and, oh, theie corrupt, = 
nal, deceitful Hearts of ours, that ſuffer the Wor! 
thus to deceive us ! 

It coſt the Heart-blood' of Chrift to deliver hi 
People from this preſent evil World, Gal, 1, ;, 
Could we apprehend the Miſchief this World hw 
done us, and doth ſtill do us, we ſhould have hy 
little kindneſs for it; and it once we conld artain 
the Aſſurance of our title ro that World abore, 
we ſhould not care how ſoon we were gone out vf 
ths, | 
3 Irf, Thirdly, Rence appears the Uarealons 
bleacis of immac crate World'y Toy, Sorrow, Fes, 
Cares about viſtb12 temporal things. Being they are 
but temporal, paifing, tranheat,omentany thing, 
why then ſo much care to get and keep then? 
Why fo mnch fear of loſing them ? Why ſo much 
Joy in poſſefling ? and, why ſo much Trouble in 
parting with them ? 

Why ſo much. Care and Fear about Life it {, 
which is but a 7apour ? Fam. 4. 14. Alas, we repice 
in things of nought, and are grieved for the lokot 
Shadows ;, for ſuch, and no better at beft, are all 
viſible t2mporal things, in compariſon of invijol 
eternt things, Let us all bewail this Folly: 0, 
when {hall we be wiſe ? How long ſhall we funpk 
ones love this our ſinful Simplicity ? Proy, 1. 2% 
Oh, how long c're we be able to Giicern betweel 
Gocd and Evil ? till we know the oac thing = 
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yl, and approve and purſue the things which arc 
moſt excellent ? and give up our Rearts entirely 
to God and Chriſt ? 


4 Inf. Fourthly, Hence appears the abſolute 
Neceility of Regeneration : Seeing we are by Na- 
ture ſo ignorant, dark, blind, ſtupid and deat, thar 
xe cannot ſce nor underitantd the things of God, 
zor the things that belong to our own Eternal 
Peace : Therefore we ſhould carneftly ſeek and 
pray for Renewing Grace, and that Chriſt would 
zirens the Light of Life, and that God would be- 
get us anew, and give us his ſanCtifying quick'ning 

irit, and infuſe new ſpiritual Principles of the 
Ni: Nature into our Hearts, and thereby take 
s off from inordinate minding vifble remporal 
tings, and turn our minds another way, even to- 
nards Himſelf, and towards Chrift and Heaven, 
that there we may center and place all the AﬀeRi- 
ons'of our Hearts, all the Detires and Delights of 
cur Souls ; This muft be done by the mighty 
pouer of God, and we muſt feek him diligently, 
toeffeft this work upon us; and we mult alſo at- 
tend on his Word preached and read, and dili- 
rently and conſcientiouſly read the Word, ſearch- 
ng the Scriptures for this very end and purpoſe, 
and fervently beg God's Bleſhng on the Word, 
that it may prove to us a Word of Grace, a re- 
newing, converting, ſanQifying Word, the Seed 
0! Regeneration. Fam. 1. 17, 18. Of kis own will 
eat be us, by the word of truth. Fokn 17, 17. 
Thus muft we Labour to be regenerated, or 
elle we ſha] never get off our Minds from carth- 


Le- 
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We A! hope ty go to Heaven when we ye, 
and to enjoy al thoſe rnvifiote etern.t] goo.l ihings, dy 
we not ? Let usbe lo kind to our own Souls, a; 
ro try our Title, and the gronnds of our Hops: 
Sure here is 6:e Mark, by which we may knoy 
whether our Hopes he well grounded or no: to 
wit, by our Heavenly-mindedneſs, What do ws 
aim at mainly, mind chicfly, look on, an log: 
after principally ? Ts it Zeaver or E:rth ? ji, 
bles or. Inviſivl:s ? Let us examine our ſelre;: 
Which way runs the Stream of our Thought, 
the Current of our Aﬀections, the Tie of or 


S2cond Uie;, by way of Examination, 


Diſcourſes ? Which way runs it ftrongeſt, fted. 


dicft ? Put this Queſtion cloſe to our Conſi- 
ences, and require a direct Anſwer ; Let us ng: 
dally and ſhuffle, but be ferious, Onr Avoſile 
makes this a diſcriminating ChareQer of a Chill 
of God, of one in Chritft, and above the pouer 
of Condemnation, of one that is born again: 
Rom. 8. 5. They that are after the fl:ſh, do mind th 
things of the fleſh;, the Profits, Honours, Pleaſures 
Eaſe, tiealth, Liberty, of the Fleſh; that is, the 
mind the'e things mainly, moſtly, princinally, coirty, 
moſt 1-2:tily, moſt ſeriouſly, mo afteQtionuelr, 
moſt delightfully, Theſe vifvle remporat wings Ie 
moſt upon their Thoughts, and Iye nevreit ther 
Rearts, 'I his is their Charatter, and is appears 
in al] their Words and Actions. 

Bur they that are after the Spirit, chat 1s, ate 
born «© the Spirit, born or Gd, are in Chrifh, 
they mind the chings of the 5p:rir 5, the grace, the 
work, the witneſs, the comf:- and joy or the Sy 
rit; they mind the things w:ich the Spirit natl 
revealed in the Word 5 God, 22d Peace ivith hun: 


Chuih, | 
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Chriſt, and Union with him 5 God's Covenant 
nl Incereſt therein 5 - Eternal Life, and Title 
hereto 5 thelc invilt! ble eternal things, they mind 
theſe mainly, chiefly, motily V, T1 incipally y, moſt 
; |arily, ail eQtionarety, and moſt aclight: ully and 
conftantiy. This 15 their Clarafier, and this is 
manifeſt alſo in their Words and Attions. Now, 
kt as try our ſelves 5 W "hat Character have we ? 
Which ot theſe two 2 Jr we Wal not do fo much 
br our own Souls, as to take a litt! > pains in 
ting, we have not much hve to them. A man 
nay know very much of his State by this; And 
s it not wort!1 a little Labour, to know whetner 
weve in Chriſt, or no; and whether we ſhall be 
aved or Damned eternally ? Let us put it 
tome to our Con{ciences: Say, O my Soul ! what 
ft thou mind moſt ? What are thy Thoughts 
nolt exerciſed about ? Whereupon are tky Aﬀe- 
tions moſt fix2:!ly ſet ? This 1s a ſearching mark ; 
oh, that we did a!l try our ſelves b5 it ! we ſhouk 
dt much more heavenly than we are. 

The beft of us all will have cauſe of ſhame and 
brrow, cauſe of ſelf-ſuſpicion and jealoutie, when 
ne ſtcictly compare our Kves with titis Rule > w2 
ſhall find our Hearts ſo earthly, ſo Moron Or 
Minds fo fleſhly, fo ſet upon vitible temporal 
tings, but our Thoughts on :nvifib!s e eternal 
things ; {o ſhort, ſo weak, ſo inconfrant, ſo {ltom,, 
b ſoon tired, and our Aﬀeftions ſo unſeried, . 
mhxed, that we ſhall have creat cauie to bewail 
Or ſelves, and cry out with St, Paul, 0 wretcket 
am tour 1 am, who ſhall deliver me Fm this body 
of death : Rom. 7. 24. And this will maxe us cry 
to God alfo, to renew the Spirits of our Minds, 
nd torransform the Image of our Minds ; and 


| tis ſhould make us look u; p to God's Covenant 


'on 
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for now Hearts, for Fearts jozred and wnted to gt 
Lord, Pſal, $6. 11. Pfal. 57. 7. & 108. 1, Oh 
what caule have we to.b2wail the frequent depar. 
tings and wandrings of our Hzearis from Cod 
their flidings from God, anil two cry with hot 
Dori, Quicken m2, nphold me, Gar Hearts ar: 
not fixed nor fayed on Guil;, we dv nat abi: 
with God, 


Third, Uſe of Extortation, 

To this great Duty of mf ſerious minding of 
an] looking uato inytible errnad tings, O, letu 
mini, and look unto, and aim at God, Chril, 
th? Spirit, the Word, rhe Prom ils, rhe great an! 
glorious things purchated by Cri, and prepare! 
for us in the other Worl:l: Oh, mind the ful 
enjoyment of God and Chrif in Heaven for er: 


an4 ever; to dwell with him, in whoſe preſence x [i 
S ſence 8 hf 
fulnefs of joy, and at whoſe right hand ar2 pleaſuresfw | 


ev-rmore, Let us mind eternal things in goo! 
earneſt, with all our Hearts and Souls; Lookof, 


look off viſible temporal things, ſhut your Eyest |: 
the Word, turn away your Ey2s from behok [2 


ing Vanity : But open your Eyes towards Hit 
ven, hold your Eyes to inviſible cternal thing), 
Here I ſhall ſhew, 


IT. The Hinderances to this Duty. 
TT. Means to help us to perform it. 
HI. Motives to perivade to it, 


L. The Hinierances, which arc many, and which 
muſt be avoided, 

1ſt, Binderance is, living in any known 0r by 
loved Sin; this will leep us down from heaven" 


M=eitation, Zeb, 12, 1, No looking unto Je 
et. 


iN 
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acept we lay. aſide the Sin that doth fo cafily 
vſet us 3 in ſome, Paſſion; in ſome, Wearineſs of 
gell-doing z in others, Pride or Covetouſnels, is 
he Sin that doth etily beſet them : This muſt be 


[hid aſide, whatever it be 5 it muſt be repentcd 
«|, and reformed, 1 Thefſ. 5. 22, Abſtain from all 


wpearance of Evil 5 Sin interpoſeth between 
God and our Souls, and hides his Face from ns 
F ve would mind the Heavenly Word of God, 
basto profit Hy it, in hearing or reading of it, 
# muſt lay afide all known Sin; 1 Tet. 2.1, 2. 
& divides us from God 2nd heavenly things. If 
regard any Iniquity in our Hearts, God will 
mt hear our Prayers. The ſacrifices of the wicked 
v2 an abomination to the Lord, 

2y, Worldly Cares, Fears, Joys, Sorrows : If 


« |: ſuffer theſe to take up our Hearts, and to 
; [flour Minds and Thoughts, there will be no room 
[or heavenly things : We muſt therefore be watch- 


ul, to caſt out, and keep oat thoſe bad gnefts; 
late 21. 34. Phil. 4. 6, Be careful in nowing : If our 
Mettions be ſet on viſible temporal things, they 
canst be ſet on 1nviſible cternal things, No ma 
a ſerv? two Maſtzrs, God and Mammon, ſaith cur 
lard, If the World be Maſter of our Fexrts and 
Wrds, of our Thoarvghrts and AJ-Hicns, then ſurely 
ay cannot be ſet on GOD, and things a- 


1 
Myra 
Wits 


3's, Worlily Comp2ny, where is nothing but 


athiy Diſcourſe, They that are of the Earth, 
am earti:y: Woridly Company will cool the A*'- 


[{cions, an1 dull anl deaden the Heart, and draw 


t from God: Therefore is that Exhortation and 
Irohihition, Fpk. 5. 11. #72ve no fellowſhip with the 
wfrurrful works of darkn:/3, but rather reprove them, 
Ive Chriftians are Chriſt's Doves, his Turtle- 

Doves 
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Doves, they have no So _ Wi ith the 2 Birds of 


Prey ; They are Chrilt's S 22P, What have they |, 
to do among Swine 7 They : are his Childre n, what | 


have they Cd; do 2! Ca bills no ! 'Ss E26mic? P WW E are not 


he 
A2Wwarc 0: tin2 Very Jroac m:iſchict that C 22.41 Com 
pany doth bring ts on: S0U:s, It at a 207 Une w 
have had any commu: 10n with God in any oy 
nance and ut ty, and then DING way $0 12220 Vain 


carnal Company, W2 - ſhail 0 Aly | [e all ſarour |,,; 


anl reliſh of Go.! waly F- IVC) als t! Ing by as if you 
eat Hony, and pre: ently ext Gall after , You loſe 
all the tatte of FE 0ny : Ar 1 that's not all, but by 
being in worldly Coamnany, you will ſoon be it 


feeted , ant will bring. away on, your Spirits the 


ill avour of the Earth and filthy World; as a man |; 


that comes out of a Gardea of ſweet i-lower:, 
_ and wallows on a ſtinking Dungnil. The 
of us ſhould not go into worldly Com: pa any, but 
Pliyficians into a Peſt-houſe, when Limf:i!; call, 
and wich our Preſervatives with us : 7 'c in 
ſo much Fleſh and Earth in us, W: wh - Comnuy 
will make ns more fleſhly an Lon thy. 

4ly, Pride and High-min ! inet, Gol ri{fiab 
the proud, t Fer. 4. 4. "Pſa. 1 O. 4. There arc may 
precious Promiſcs made to the hum! e: Foo 22%, 
God will dwel! with the hamille, teach them, far? 
them: None have ſo ſweet Communion with 63! 
as humble Souls. Heavenly things and humds 
Souls are things very ſuitable and agrees 3 Die ON2 (0 
the other. 

5ly, Sloth and Idleneſs, *Tis caſte, we ſay, t0 
g0 down the Hill, but not ſo eafte to go up: Is 
eaſe, becauſe natural, and nuſi4zl, and ordinary, O0 
mind viſible te mporal things : bur there muſt ®: 
Pains-taking, Induſtry, and Labour nſed, to ral 
vp our Hearts to invifblz ercrua] things 5 a Sim, 


 — 
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go ſelves, 2 Tim, 1.6, And w2 muſt often call 
1701 Our OWN Souis, ail provoke one another, and 


f [i] ro Jittde, We muſt have Relolution and 


leal, 
dy, The greateſt Hinderance of all is Vnbelief. 


* [ten do not fully believe, nor are fully perlwaded 
If the Reality and ir.1n{cend2nt Excellency of inviſible 
* [nermal things : [his 1s the grand impediment; 
al [hy is not the great God, the good God, the Four- 
* [inof al Goodneſs, the Alſnficient Good, minded, 


bought on , loved, feared, truſted, ſerved no 
more ? but becaule He is not believed, He 15 not be 
{ered to be that which he is indeed, and which 


Ii: hath reveaied þimſelf to be, Heb. 11.6. He 
* [ib cometh ro God, muſt belizue that be 3s, and that 


#4 reward:r of them that diligently ſeck big, 
0h, the curſed rooted Atheiſm and Uinbelicf that 
$1n all our Hearts, more or leſs ! 

Why is not Jeſus Chrift, Precious Jeſus, Ble(- 
&d Je'us, Lovely, altogether Lovely Jelus, the 
frightneſs of his Father's Glory, the Chiefeft of 
Ten thouſands, the faireft of all the Sons of Men, 
« whom dwells all fulneſS;, oh, why is he no more 


” |nirded, thought on, ſpoken of ? why no more 


amired, loved, and ſought after ? but becanſe 
Re is not believed, To them, to all them that be- 


* [lr, be js precious, moſt precious, 1 Pet. 2. 7. 


And why is not Heaven and Happineſs that far 
mire exceeding and eternal weight of glory, that Ever- 
liſting Reſt, 1n the full and perfef enjoyment of the 
Beſed God for ever, thought on, minded, and la- 
donred after more ? bur becauſe theſe things are 


* | ot fully believed, O curſed Unbelicf ! 


' Men b<lieve that Life, Liberty, Health, Ho- 
dour, Eftate, fc, are good things, and therefore 
liey mind them, and labour after them, and 
| count 
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count no Pains too much to obtain them, lab. 
ring 25 it were in the Fire to get thoſe thins;, 
Thoſe that beti:ved thoſe better thing; in the | 
other World, countzd thoſe wifblz temporal thi |: 
of this World, but Toyls and Trifles; eb, ;0,24, |; 
2 Cr. 5. 1,2, 3, 4+ SO Heb. 11, throughout, | |, 
is our Unbcliet is the cauſe, why God, and Chrif, |, }: 
and Heaven have ſolictle of our hearts and ming, |, 
ſo little of our thoughts and affe&ions : Oh, le |, 
us all bitterly bewail our Unbveliet ; Lord, ſubly |. 
end pardon tt, 


Theſe are the Hinderances, 


IT, The Means to help us to this Work, that w2 my |; 
moſt ſeriouſly and moſt heartily mind bnvijible exerid hy; 
things, 


1. Firſt, We muſt labour clearly to know 2nd | 
underſtand the Truth and Reality, the exceeding : 
Greatneſs and Excellency of thoſe inviſtole etns }, 
things , as was hinted before ; Our ignorance @ | 
them is much the cauſe why we mini them n0 
more. [gnoti nulla Cupido. No man minds or liz 
what he knows not, 

Let us ſet our Hearts in earneſt, to conſuler 
what it is to enjoy God, who is All-fulneſs ;, what | 
it is to have Fellowſhip with the Father and tit þ 
Son ; what it is to have Communion with the þg; 
Holy Ghoſt ;, to havethe gracious Preſence of the | 
Holy Spirit; to feel the Work, the Witnefs, the 
Sealing, the Joy, the Conſolation of the Holy Sp |; 
rit; all which all tra2 Chriſtians know and fect 8 | 
iome meaſure, anc} rejoice jn thems 


Cor 


lwiſbilities the preateſe Realities, 191 
Confider alſo what ir is to live in Chriſt, and 


* |» have Chriſt to live in us, to dwell in our 
« [fearts, to manifeſt his Love to us; to come in 


» us, to ſup with us, and we with kim ;, to take up 
is Abode with us; what it 15 to know the Power 
{ his Death, and the Vertuz of his ReſurreQi- 
1; to be made one with him, joyned, married 
) him, made one Spirit with him 5 and whatit 
to be made like him here, and what it is to be 
wde like him hereafter, both in Soul and Body, 
al to appear with him in Glory at laſt, and to 
x ſor ever glorified with him; what it is to ſee 


Face, and to dwell in bis preſence for ever, Oh, 
xe are the only things that are worthy of al 
ir Hearts and Minds, moſt worthy of all our 
feftions and Deſires, of all our Labourings, 
agings, Pantings, Breathings, Hungrings, and 
Nirktings of Soul ; Oh, ſhame on us all, that we 
*nd our Aﬀe@ions on Toys and Trifles, -on 
ſreams, Fancies, and Shadows ! Oh, that ſuch 
ly and Madneſs, ſuch Brutiſhneſs ſhould poſ- 
51s! Let us lament and lament it. And let 


5m {labour to know and underftand thoſe high and 


\ellent things, and let us be fully perſwaded of 
em, and of their infinite worth and value. Theſe 
ings are worth glorying and rejoycing in. Fer. 
» 23,24. Let not the wije man glory in his wiſdom : 
mmm} let bim that ericek, glory in this, that 
uderſtandeth and knowet5 me, that 1 am the Lord, 
uh exerciſe loving-kindneſs, gy and righteouſ- 
of 0 the earth; for in theſe things 1 delight, ſaith the 


Letus conſider alſo the exceeding-great and pre- 
Ms Promiſes,and what our Blcfled }cſus hath pur- 
ad, and what God hath prepared for his Peo- 
& in the other World ; and let us ponder u pon, 
an 
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ani by Meditation work theſe things into our 
Hearts and Minis ; Labour for a diftinft knoy. 
ledge of all thole things : Labour to prove your 
particular Right and Title to all thoſe inviſiys 
eternal good things, and then you will mindthen 
indeed : A bare Knowledge of them, without an 
Intereſt in thzm, will do you no good, 

No wiſe man will mach min.1 thoſe things in 
which he hath no Intereſt; let us then ſearch, an 
try, whether we have any true Title to theſe 
thing; whether we have any good and folil 
ground 70 hope, that we ſhall one day be poſkf 
of them, and ſhall cerrainly enjoy them: The 
we ſhall rhin' of them, and ſpeak of them yith 
Toy and Com.ort , when we can ſay with 7al, 
There 1s I.1d up | jor me 4 cromn of rig breouſneſs: And 
we know, that when the exrthly bouſe of this tabernai: 
js diſſolved, we have a building of God, an bouſe ut 
made with b:nds, eternal in the heavens, 

We a!l hope to enjoy that promiſed purcha{! 
Inheritance, «7 hope to {ce God in G ory, andto 
be happy ;, but let us try our Title by the Wor! 
of God, by that Word which muſt judge us al a 
the laſt day. We may caſfily deccive our ſclyes,s 
thoſe in Mztth, 7. 21, 22. and as the foolih Vir 
ins ; no Deceit {o catic, nor ſo common, nor 
dangcrous, for it is irrecoverahle, and a little i 
r7ious tryal might prevent this Selt-deceiving; 
Self-ſearching may prevent Scli-decciving anda 
undoing. BricAy then, let us ask our ſelves, 

Is Jeſus Chrift ours? Then AP is ours; Alt 
pends on this. It Chrift be- ours, God 1s 0ur3; 
Pardon, Life, Salvation, Heaven and Earth 15 08 
L C07. 3. 22, 23, 

Are we Chriſt's, really and fincere!y his ? Ti 
He 3s ours: My beloved 3s mins, and 1 an bys, X 


{+ 
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ve his, all we are, his ? Hearts, Heads, Tongues, 
Time, Talents ;, are we all his ? 
Are we new Creatures ? 2 Cor.5, 17. If any 


* | un be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, Mark ir, a 


zew Creature; all old things are paſ'd away; 
1nd behold, all things are become new ;, new ]n- 
fdes, new Out-fides, new Principles, new Ends, 
in Aﬀettions, new Deſires, new Delights, new 
Company, new Language ; all new, it new Crea- 


{UſS. 

Have we the Spirit of Chriſt in us? 1f any man 
ve not the ſpirit of Chriſt, the ſame is none of bis, 
jm. $. 9, Doth Chriſt live in us? Is Chriſt moſt 
necious to us? Do we believe in him ? Let us try 
the truth of our Faith; doth it purifie our Hearts ? 
Deth it work by Love, by Love to Chriſt, toall that 
wth the Tmage of Chriſt on ir ? Doth it overcome 
the World 2 Doth it ſupport under Trouble ? Let 


«x OS A 


s ke that it be taich unfeigncd, the Faith of God's 
telt, 


Have we with all our Hearts choſen the Lord 


© |krour Portion, and placed our Happincls in him, 
* {fixed our beſt Loves, Detires, and Delights in him, 


ad have we reſigned up our whole ſelves cordially 


" [ndunreſervedly to him ? 


Have we broken our League with all Sin, and 


| | 8th all the Idols of our Kearts 2 Dov we hate and 
? |{eteft all Sin, and do we keep a continual watch 
ud war againft all Sin ? 


dave we anequalreſpett to all God's Command- 


... |fents ? Can we deny our {clves, and part with all 
| dings for Chriſt ? 


[ 


Are we the Heirs of the Promiſes? If we be 
rally Chriſt®s, then are we Atirs of the Promtfes 1, 


6, J« 29, 


Are 
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Are we the Children of God ? If Childrey, thy | 
F'-irs, Eeirs of all thoſe inviſible eternal things; 

AON, +. 17. 

1 Now, if we be the Children of God, we are led 
hy the Spiric of Ge1, Rom. 8.15. As many asare 
le by the Spirit of God, (juſt ſo many, and no 
more) are the Children of God, If we have the 
tnage of our Heavenly Father on us, and do loye 
him with all our Hearts, and can truft him,and fog 
lepend on him in all things, and for all thingy, |r,, 
aad are moſt careful to obey him in all things; it |, 
Ir be ſo with us in Sincerity 5 then have we a good |, 
and firm Right and Title to all thoſe greatandgle |g,n 
rious things in the other World. _ 

nd when we can -prove our Right to them, and ti 
can call them our own, then ſurely we ſhall think |,,-: 
'0n them ;, our Hearts and Minds will be ſet up |* 
them, all our Aﬀettions will be carried out after |;, ; 
them. Pſal. 73. 24, 25, 26. Whom bave I in Hit |. 
ven but thee ? and there 1s none 1p0n Earth that I & |; 
fire beſides thee. My fleſh and my heart faileth, bu |, ,, 
God 3s the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion fo |; 
"EVers | 
When a Soul can in truth, and upon good {rite, 
grounds ſay, My God, my Lord, my Jeſus, then [mp 
he will in carneft mind chem. Pſal, 63. 1, 4% ſed 
4,5,6. 0 God, thou art my God, early will I ſeek itt; |(ygjy 
my ſoul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh i 0 for thee «Ti yy 7 
fee thy power and thy glory, - ecauſe thy law | 11 ; 
kindneſs is better than life : my lips ſpall praiſe Mt ys; 
Thus will I bleſs thee while 1 live : Ny ful þ 
fall be jatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, and ty 
mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joy{ul lips : When [ rent | 


% of 


ber thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the nl - If 
w2tthes, And v. 7, 8. Becauſe thou haſt been myB% Ii our 
therefore in the ſhadow of thy wings will 1 rejoyce. i it it 1 

ll 
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) 
en | (/ followeth bard after thee : thy right hand upholdeth 
5: |=, And the ground of all this was his Intereſt in 
6d; 0 God, thou art my God, 
led | 9 If we would have our Heartz and Minds ſet 
ae | nd fixed on inviſible eternal things, let us (eriouf] 
nd |onfider the nearne% of thoſe things, of thoſe iu- 
riible eternal things unto us, and of us to them z 
Me | things that are great, but at a diſtance from us, 
and |fem but ſmall things to us, and our litcle affe& us. 
15 [The time of our departurc hence is at hand, and 
3! [then farewel for ever to all viſible temporal things ;, 
od [ar Houſes, our Honours, Eftates, and Friends, 
86 [fall know us no more; we ſhall have no more 
averſe with, or enjoyment of any title temporal 
ting for ever ; And it will not be long c'rc this 
hunk ring come, 
. God is near to every one of us; Chriſt is nigh,” 
[tx Holy Spirit is nigh, ſtirring and ftriving with 
8, the Word 13 nigh us, even in our Mouths, 
adin our Hearts, om. 19. 1, Heaven and Glory 
, bu 2 nigh to us, if we be Saints; we are not far 
! ff |om our Father's Houſe, not far from the King- 
am; Hell and DeſtruQtion nigh to us, if we be 
icked, but a Breach betwecn us and everlaſting 
mnation 5 and if we be Saints and Believers, 
55 [day of our full R<-d2mption draws nigh, the 
1 [ming of Chrift is at hand, our Calvation at the 
ec Tl ery Door, 
WW | as it is Cangerous for the Wicked to put far off 
* ſeevil dzy, Amos 6. 3. fo it is diſadvantagious ty 
Jolie Godly to put far of the good day. 
| Weſhall ſhortly, very ſhorrly, enter the Con- 
bs of Etcraity, an converſe wich nothing but 
wile eternal things, thoſe things thatuow are out 
" our fight, and too pauch our of our minds z 
is t were our great YViſtoms to look on tRem as 
* | K 2 nigh 
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nigh at hand, and to ſpend our Thoughts and 
Attedtions upon them. We are diſplecaſed with 
our Friends, that when. we are out of .cheir ſight, 
we ſhould be out of their Minds.: And may ng 
God and Chriſt , our beſt Friends, be juſtly diſylez 
ſed with us, that they are ſo much out of our 
Minds ? But though God and Chrift be inviſible 
to our bodily Eyes, they are nigh unto us, there. 
fore we ſhould ſtill mind them. Pſal. 16. $. 1h 
ſer the Lord always before me *, becauſe be is at my righ 
kgnd, &c. Pal. 109. 2, 3,4, 5+ 

3+ Let us be often dilcourſing and ſpeaking of 
thoſe inviſible eternal things; let thoſe things be 
often in our Mouths. 

Skould not the Children .of God be often talk 
ing of their Heavenly Father, and of their 
ther's Houſe, and of that Kingdom and Inheritanc 
which he hath prepared for them ? 

Should not the Heirs of Salvation be often ſez 
king of that Crown of Glory, of Lite, of Rigite 
ouineſs that'is purchaſed for them, and promiſe 
to them; and of that jncorruptible Inheritance thit 
they are. born unto ? 1 Pet, 1. 2, 3, 4, 5- Oh'a 
we have any Title to all the Promiſed Glory, al 
not ſpeak often of it ? 


ta 
How much is it to be'lamented, that thoſetut| j, 
profeſs themſelves Children of God, and Heirs | jy, 


Heaven, when they come together,that they ſp: 
ſo little of God and Heaven ! This is our great 
and ſhould be our great Shame and Sorrow. 
Whither are we bound ? Where are we tra 
ling ? Where is our Home, our long Hom 
our laſt, our everlaſting Home ? Where 8 
Treaſure ? Where lies our Inheritance ? b' 


above or below ? Where is our Country ? Whet 
ts our Father, our Redeemer ? Where are al 
F 


Gt 
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s and 
| with 
fight, 
y not 
i{plez- 
of Our 
viſible 
there. 
Ibex 


y right 


ng of 
8s It 


pious Relations that ſlept in Jeſus ? Are not all 
tieſe above ? And do we (o fellom think or ſpeak 
of theſe ? Shame, ſhame on us. 

Are we born of God, -born trom above, and do 
we belong to that City, that hath Foundations, to 
that heavenly Canaan, - to that New Feruſalem ? 
What ! and our Minds ſo glued, our Hearts 16 
aftened to Earthly things, and our Tongues ſo 
conftantly employed about earthly thingz 2 Oty, 
our idle words + Matth. 12. 236. Can our Trew 
ſices be in AZeavn; and our Hearts not there ? 
And, can our Hearts be there, and nothing, ap» 
rear in our words ? Ot of the abundance of the 
tetrt. the mouth fp:aketh, Surely the earthlinef{s, 
ranity, emptincls, unfavorineſs, frothinels of evr 
common ordinary Talk, dott: but too wat dis 
cover the vamity and cart{:h1ito.; of our rirarts, 
Oh, that we did all of us lay iis to vur Hearts : 
The more we talk of theſe inviſible cternal things, 
themore we ſhall mind them, 

4 Conſider, -it is rhe expreſ: 
meChriſtian, to ſer bzs affet:025 upon things abc, 
ard'not upon: things below, Col. 2. 1,2. Charge tne 


aty of every 


ſethit| 
irs «| 


Command of God-upon your Conſciences ; atcu- 
from and inure your ſelves to it : O my Soul, this 
82s much thy Duty, as to pray, or hear, or read ; 
bow long wilt thou neglect it 2 O, dare not neg- 
kt it any longer ;, begin it preſently ;, call upon 
God to renew and raile thy Heart. 

'$. Let us learn that bleſſed Art of Spirituali- 
zng earthly things, every earthly Mercy, to @ 
Child of Ged, is a tafte of Eternal Mercy ;, every 
riſthle temporal thing diſcovers ſomewhat of invi- 
lible eternal things : This is a ſweet work, to con- 
rerſe with God and Heaven in the Creatures: 
As for inſtance ; When we fit down at Table, re- 
K 3 member 
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member, there is a time coming, when we ſhall ft | 7ror 
down with Chrift, and eat and drink at his Ta- | » u: 
ble, in his Kingdum; that is, we ſhall enjoy free | g1a 1 
and intimate Communion with him in Heaven; | gen 
And let us labour to raiſe our Hearts from tempo. | jere 
ral to ſpiritual things, and be much in praiſing, | 

adoring, and admiring God in the Creatures, | 

6. Be convinced allo, that all our happineſs and 

comfort, both here and hereatter for ever, lyeth 
not in any, or all, of the ſenſible temporal things, | x, 
but al} lyeth in thoſe inviſible eternal things : It jnyif 
iyeh not in having Honours, Riches, Pleaſures, &, | wer 
ir a man may be happy without them, as Fob and | &F; 
Liirus were ;, and miſerable with them, as H& yt! 
:4u,44d, Dives, and others were. Pſal, 144. 15. | ke 
Tea, happy are the p:ople whoſe God 4s ub? Lord, | js 
Happy indeed, it Gd, Chriſt, and Zeaven be | who 
ourz, happy for ever, or <lſe miſerable for - 


ever. 
7. AndLaſtly, Let us labour to be renewed in | jor 
the Spirit of our Minds, or elſe we ſhall never ſe- » 
riouſly and heartily mind inviſible eternal things, yyid 
az was ſhewed before, We muſt get thoſe inviſible yo 
eternal Principles of Renewing Grace planted in yy 
our #earts, the Divine Nature, the Life of God, the; 
the Spirit of our heavenly Father, to renew our Thi 
Snirits, or elſe we ſhall never mind thoſe thingsin jp 
go06d carneft; for which purpoſe, let us go 0 - joy 
God, cail, cry to him for Renewing Grace, Pſa. ye; 
51, 10, Let as lookup to, and lay hold on Gods | , 
Covenant, #7}. 11. 19. go to the Promiſe, Luke | tte] 
tl. 13. if you, being evil, know how to give good in 
things to your children, how much more wil! your bet op 
werly Father give bn firit to thoſe that ask bim? A pq 
precions Promiſe indeed ;, let us rcft upon o God 
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Mromiſe, and moſt earneſtly beg God to pe; 


1 us, Old Bottles will not h910 
| old Hearts retain Heaven!; 
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III. Motives to this Ditty. 


nriſible eternal things, is the ex; 


'rery true Chriftian. No man can 2pyrove 
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ov 


1. Conſider. that thus to lock unto. and 


{+ « 
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| TITY 24! os 


1C, 


ncr 


if1eArts 
we muſt have, heavenly, holy Hearts : Or wwe that 
- [are mind hcavenly things as we cug 


M3 
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fro be a true Chriſtian, and be a tor a! Stranger 
this Work; for, to be a true ChriRian, is to bh: 
Ike Chrift, Now Jeſus Chriſt mind=d thoſe invi- 


| fbl2 eternal things, as 1s mo 


it 


evi 


z\ 1cnt 


It 


ti1E 


'nhole courſe of his Life; his Heart was in Heaven 
| while his Body was on Earth, Totn 2. 12. Shall ws 
jrofels our ſelves Chriftians, and not be like Chriſt, 
nor have the CharaQer of Chrittians ? 

2, Conſider, this will be a ſure ſign an4 clear 
evidence to us, of our interc:!t in, and title to all 
thoſe inviſible cternal good rhings in the other 


World  Matth, 6. 20, 21. 
there the Treaſure is. 


Thoughts and Aﬀettions are on Go! 


nith Joy and Peace 5; a3g P9Mm. 15 


K 


Waere the Heart is, 
If our Hearts and Minds, 


, on Chriſt, and 
Feaven, it is a ſure fign that theſe are ours. An 
heavenly Mind is as good a f1gn that we belong to 
Beaven as any is 5 as was aiſo ſhewed be'ore. 

J. Tais will begin our Heaven upon Earth; 

| thee heavenly thinzs minded, afeed |, delighted 
n, will yield ſich joy and comfort, as to begin our 
rery Heaven here 5 when Faith aad H 
Praiſe, Love, Deſire and Del;ght are exerciued on 
Gd, and on Chriſt, and Glory, we ſha!l he filled 
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Pſal. 31. 7. Oh, then let us labour to begin our jw 
Heaven here, by our Heavenly-mindedneſs. hull m 
4. This will yield Contentment and Comfort, * 
Satisfa&tion and Peace to our Souls in every condi. 
tion : It will \wteten every bitter Cup : To think 
on God as cur Father, and on Chriſt as our Re- 
deemer, Head, and Husvand, and on all the ſweet | 
Promiſes, of which we are Heirs, what comfort will 'nſefu] 
this bring to our Souls ? Lan. 3. 33. He doth ug 
afict willingly, nor grieve the children of men. 16, * | 
63. 9. Jn all their afflitions bz was = and the (6 a 
Angel of kis preſence ſaved them : in his love, and in 
his pitty he red:em2d them, and he bare them, and car- 
ried them all the days of coll. Rom. 8. 28. AlI things 
foal! werk together for good ro them that love Gad, 
Wirth raany other exceeding great and precious | þ 
Promiſes, which our good God hath made, that 


our ! aith might feed upon them, and find ſatisfa- [ea 
Qion, or elſe our Souls would faint. po 


5. This will fit us for every Duty to God and | 
ma : The more we think on God and heavenly 
things, the more conſcientious ſhall we be in our 
Duties to Man; bccauſe it is fer the Lord's fake, 
from whom. we look for the Reward; as the Apo» yjg 
ftle ſpeaks to Servants, Eph. 6.5, 6, 7. And for 
Ducies to Gol, ir will make ns ſerve God cheerfully, qr 
delightfully, an.l conftaatly, having the Glory of 1,4 
God, the enjoyment 0: him, and the Fecompence of ye 
Reward in our Eye : Oh, how will it quicken, raiſe, | gig 
animate, and encourage us ! For why are all thole | yy, 
great and glorious, inviſible, eternal things pro- | 
poſed, and promiſed to us, but that we ſhould | | 
min4 them, aim at thzm, and live in the lively ; 
hopes, and comfortable expettarions of enjoying 2 
them ? Heb, 11.6, 24 & 1. 1, 2, 3+ 1Cor. 15. lat 
Therefor: be fe dfajft, unmovable, always abounding h m 
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+ work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know your labour | 
not be in vain in the Lord, 

'.6. This will ſerve to encreaſe and ftrengthen 
Grace 3 for the more we mind thoſe igvitible eter- 
mal things ; the ftronger. will be our Love, our 
Faith, our Hope, and our Patience ; yea, the more 
jeavenly and ſpiritual we ſhall grow ;, and the more 
uſeful, ſavory, and profitable in all our Diſcouries. 
by our heavenly-mindedneſs we ſhall ſiaell of Hea- 
x»in all our Converſes and Communications, t9 
theadvantage uf others. 

7. This 1s one principal way of enjoying Com-' 
nugion with God here in this World; for by this 
xe open- our hearts to God, raiſe up our Dehres 
er him, ſpend our Thoughts and AﬀeCions up-' 
[mM him ;, and in the!e heavenly Meditations God 
Ommunicates h1s Light and Love, his Grace and 
\ Yeace to our Souls, By theſe Meditations on invis 
ible eternal things, our-Souls converſe with God, 
'talk with God, walk with God, have our converſa- 
ons waeh God ;, and this 15 moit tweet and con- 
tential to gracious Souls ; this is to live-in God, 
adto live the Life of God ;, and it is-the ſum of 
al our happinels here and hereatter. The enjoy- 
nent of God's good preſence here, in atts of Com-- 
minion with him, will produce greatneſs of Joy ; 

althe enjoymeat of God's zlorious preſence. herc- 
iter, in the uninterrupted Acts of Communio.1 
th him in Zeaver, will produce  ſuineſ of joy, au: 
fleaſures for evermore, 7.1. 16, laſt. 

| ?, By this looking, to, and aftettionately mind-- 
ng invifeble eternal tings, we ſhall be more and more 
hanged into the image and likeneſs of them. 

2Cor, 3.18, We a!l wich open face bebolding as in 4 

glaſs, the clory of the Lord, are changed imto the ſame 

image, from glory 10 glory, 9” a by the ſpirit of the 
,) Orn- 


\ 
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zord, Theſe believing, loving ſights of heavenly 
things will change us into the image of them, 

9. uy this we ſha!l be made more and more wil. 
ling and defiraus to leave this World, and-to goto 
a better. Compare this Text with the beginning 
of the next Chapter, 2 Cor. 5. 1, 2, 3» the Apoſtle 
naving ſaid, We look not on viſivle temporal things, but 
on. thoje things which are not jeen, which are eternal; 
preſently adds, for we know that when the earthly 
kouſe of this tabernacle ts difſolucd, we have & building 
&f God, an houſe not: made with bands, * eternal in the 
zeauens:; for in this ( Houſe) we groan earneſtly 
20 be Jothed upon with our F79:je which is from 
Heaven, And this mace Paul dere to be diffolyed 
that he might be with Chriſt, wiiich was far better, 
or beſt of all; Phz!. 2. 

Certainly, fach as really apprehend, and truly 
believe thole irwiſeole eternal things, and their title 
to them an portion in them, will be really wiling 
to dlyc, that they may enjoy them, knowing that 
they lye on the other hde of Death, and cannot be 
enjoyed, but by dying, and after Death, Death 
being the In-let to all- that purchaſed, promiſed 
Glory, Now, the more we do fcriouſly think and 
meditate on thoſe glorious things, the more wi 
ling we ſhall be to leave all thoſe fading, vain, and 
vexing Comforts, to enjoy thoſe eternal Delights: 
An it is a great Mercy and feet Priviledge to be 
willing todye ; and I know nothing will more effett 
this willingaeſs in us, 

Now, lct all thoſe Motives effeQtnally pertwade 
us to draw of our h2arts from thoſe viſeble rempors 
things, and to ſet our AﬀeQions up:2 things about. 
How long ſhall vain Thoughts lodge within us? 
how long ſhall this preſent evil World gnaw and 
feed upon our Spirits,conſuming, and waſting a 
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2nd eating out our time and frrength? how long 
{all the G God of this World blind our Min ds, an. 


' the Duft of it fill our Eyes ? how long ſhall we mi! 


— 


— 


place our Atﬀettions, and miſtake our Rcſt ? Our 
Reſt is not here, our Heaven and Happineſs i is nor 
herez Earth is going from us, and we trom it, and 
ſhall we hug what we cannot hold ? Shall we kifs 
and embrace that which 1s withering in our hands, 
and dying in our arms ? Are there not infinitely- 
better thing $ to be minded? Duke de Alva wice 
kedly ſaid, When one toll him of an Ec liple that 
was then nreſent, I bave jo much to {6 on Earth, I bawe 
19 leiſur: ro mini Feaver, O, that it may not be io 
laid of any Ot us. 

Let us call to m:nd what tho ic Incthble eternal 


| things are af0remenionec, as as Go, Chrift, the 2161 
| Ghoſt, the Promiſes, the Parckaſed Jikes {tarce, the 


OR 


Glory of Feaven, &e, withal, let us mind Chrift's 
ſecond Coming to ju zment, t!'© Manner ang en 


| of it, 2 Th- ſſ. 1. 6, 7, 8,9, 10. whi ich the Apoſtic 


often {poke and wrote of,and minded, Tit. 2.13,14 
the glorious Appearing of the great Gee and ou 
iruour ;, the Re! urrecton of the Boy, and the 
manner of it, 1 Cer. 15, the toll Redernptuon anc 
eorions Maniichtation of the Suns of Cod ; LE 
happy uniting 0 the Souls and Bode of the Sainrs 
eter iv long a 0 Parations and thy uniting an 
Wema Marriage of both to Clit, tie King of 
va0ry ; The Þ alas 2 0! rhe Saints into Ha Su With 


Chrife in Triump) » Their living for ercr with 
Goa, ſecing hi: Face, 3d NWA. & hin as we are 
kao! 11 - Gh, t $4 4. Wt (0.01 MUM het { 4% , 4:14 
{ton Faith aud £00, Gin Hopes, D-u;c, and 
Deiiznts on work Upon the things, wat fer 
Conteritmc nt, what Sout-refreffiing, Jov and Cen. 
urs would Cat, t1.s Lwhts rich to wus Sure, ch 
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in the midft of all our Troubles? No wonder we 
are {uch Strangers to the Joy of the Lord, becauſe 
we are ſuch Strangers to God himſelf, and to the 
great thing3 of his Kingdom. 

I ſhall conclude this Uſe with that oftheApoſtte, 
2 Pet. 3.14. Wherefore, beloved, ſeeing that ye lock 
for ſuch things, be diligent, that ye may be found of bin 
in p24ce, without (pot, and blameleſs, Be diligent to 
prepare for the enjoyment of all thoſe great and 
glorious things, and tv ſecure our title to them; 
which Preparation conſiſts in two things mainly, 
as expreſt in that Scripture, 

1. In a ſtate of Reconciliation with Go4, 
2, In a ſputle:s, blameleſs Converſation, 

1, In a ſtate of Reconciliation with God, Be 
diligent, thi ye may be found of him in peace : There 
will be a moſt ftrift and accurate ſearch made at 
the laſt day; all thoſe that look for thoſe inviſible 
eternal good things at- laſt, muſt be exceeding 
careful abunt this, to make this the Mark, Delign, 
and Aim all their Life, and at Death, that they 
may be found in a reconciled ſtate, in a ftate of 
Peace with God. This 1s the critical point, the 
main hinge, whereupon hangs all the ſafety and 
happineſs of a Man or Woman tar Eternity : Not 
whether rich or p25r, high or low, honourable or 
contemptible in this World, the Differences and 
DifrinAions will figniftie nothing then ; nor whe- 
ther Presbyrerizn or Jndep:nl:nt, Ge. but whether 
reconciled to G91 or no, This ftrift ſrarch will be 
male by the Lord, who cannot be blinded nor d- 
ceivel. 

An th2 conſideration of th- ifſue of ths fearc! 
thonid quicken us to dil}z-nce 11.0ur Preparation, 
which fhall be, x/t, on the:.2 that thall then be found 
20t reconciled +; the danger will be to thzir whote 

mal, 
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'« gn, Soul and Body, Dzpart y? curſed, ©c, moſt 
fe dradful, and moft intolerable, 24y, On them 
io that are found reconciled, their Comfort will be 
ſpeakable 5, the Lord Jeſus will own them all, as 
e, |the Purchaſe of his Blood, and will embrace them 
ok (all, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, &c, and will com- 
im |nend them, Well done, We, and will crowti them 
to |vith a Diadem of Eternal Glory. 
nd Oh then, let us preſently engage al! the Powers 
1; |efour Souls, in ſtriving to be found of God in 
ly, Face, And if we will be found of God in Peace at. 
that day, we muſt | 
1, Fall out with all Sin, and make an open 
reach with all Ungodlineſs, and all Worldly Iufts, 
Be Ti,2, 11,12, No Peace with God, ſo long as we 
TX |ave Peace with any Sin : We muſt ſearch for our 
at ns of Heart and Life, heartily repent of them, 
le |{dare open War againſt them 4!}, not regarding, 
ng [ay Iniquity in our Hearts, but hating and mor- 
2m, |tfying all. Go to Go, to give you ſound Repen- 
ey \tance} Aits 5.31. & 3. 19. 
of 2. Fall in, and cloſe unfeignedly with Jeſus 
the Chrift, the only Peace-maker, accepting him on his 
nd Terms, taking him for Only Lord and Saviour, 
(ot rhigning up our whole ſelves unto him in all rb:ngs, 
or {tiring him the Preheminence in us, and over us, 
nd adheartily ſubmitting to his government Þy his 
he- Word and Spirir. Thus by true Repcatance and 
her Faith we are to. make our Peace with God, And 
|b2 |th8i3 the ſam of th? Goſpel, As 20. 21. Repentance 
de- |tnoards God, and Faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt - 
Repentance, in order to the obraining of our Par- 
reli on; Aﬀs 3.19. Kepent, aud be converted, that your 
on, ' 5 4y be blotted 0r, when the time of refreſhing ſhal! 
me wn! As 5, 21. Chrift 15 exalted to be a Þ'riice 
ole ala Saviozr. 10 give r:02nauce and remiſſinu of fins. 
al, job 
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Job 22. 21. And by Faith in Chrift we take hol 


of God's Strength 5, 1/2. 27. 5. Which is the mercy of 


God in Chriſt, this ;s the ſtrength of God, to ſavs 
ners, Lay hold then on this Strength of Gag, 


C 
Jilts 


vole, 


the Mercy of God in Chriſt, and to ſhall we mk | 


Peace with God: Rom. 5. 1. Being juſtified by faith. 
we have pzace with God, Make ſure and found work 
then, in Repentance and Taith; let us often try ou; 
= 19 agen and Faith ; dally not,nor de!2y in thi; 
buſineſs, we are all upon the Borders of Eternity, 
we are all near thoſe nvi/ib!2 eternal things, | 

This is the common Count! we give every hody 
on their Sick-beds 5 T0u muſt make your peace wil 
God, we ſay, bat how this my be done, tew know 
or mind. O, let us mind thoſe grzat matters: 
Have we unſejgneJly repented from dead Work: 
unto Life ? 1s all Sin hated and iought out ? Are 
we traly converted ? Aits 26; 18. K 3. 19. Sound 
Converſion, a thorow Change of Heart and Like, 
is the ſnreſt ſign of true Repenrance, Have we 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ? the Faith of God's EleF? 
Faith nnfeigned, that purifieth the Heart, work- 
eth by Love, overcomeih the World, unites to 
Chriſt, and draws Life from him, to live as he 
lived, and walk as he walked ? Lot us try our Re- 
pentance by theſe Texts, Fir. 31.19. F021 2.1þ 
Ha. 55. 7. Mutt. 3. 8. Heb. 6.1. Thorow Examinde 
tion of Heart ani Life, Clear Confeſſron, Zearty Hi 
miliation, Seif- Abrorrency, Toorow Reſ01 ation, Wil 
prove our Repentance true ani ſound, 


Q. #ow ſhall I know wat I have ruly L:!icved? 


A. Haft thou found it an hard Work to believe, 
a Work altogetacr above thy own Power ? 
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{ | Haſt thou ſeen and felt thy loft Eftate by Na- 
| : i | 
af thou ſeen the Excellency of Chriſt, and thy 
| ſolute neceſſity of him ? Is he moſt precious to 
( thy Soul ? 
þ | Kath thy Soul been drawn to Chrift, made 
k (hartily wilizng to cloſe with Chriſt upon his own 
ir Terms ? to take him for your only Lord and Savi- 
5 {our ? hath all this been wrought in thee by the 
7, 'Word * Doſt thou value Faith as'a Jewel? Doft 
hou rely on Chrift, and truft him with all things, 
Y nd for all things ? Doth this bring Peace to thy 
& ww? "Doft thou draw Life and Strength from 
s (hrift ? Doth thy Faith in him ſupport thee in 
: [Trouble ? What Service doth it do thee in time of 
© 'Trouble ? It is the greateſt Support the poor Saints 
© ve in all their Afiitions ; as Zev.11, throughout, 
a | Our' great Bufmeſs 'lies upon making ſure ana 
© |dear the Truth of our Repentance and Faith, and 
* 'emuſt go to God for both, for they are his ſpe- 
? wlgifts: Alſo we muft go to Chrift, he is the 
- *nthor and Giver of them ;, Aﬀs 5. 31: Zeb. 12. 
0 1,2, And we ſhould be often trying our Repen- 
© tance and Faith, for without theſe no Soul can 
- mwerattain unto Salvation 5; and with them no Soul 
+ fallever miſs it. 
- Thepenitent Believers are the only heirs ofthe 
- Tromiſes ; all the greatand glorious things of the 
| Kher World, which the faithful God, who cannot: 
ke,hath promiſed,and which our Bleſſed Jeſus hath 
'\purchaſed with his moſt precious Blood, they do 
il belong to penitent Believers, and to none elſe. 
The exceeding great and precious Promiſes, are 
+ thoſe fweet Breafts of Conſolation, which they 
boulk 1ye upon, and ſuck continually, and by two 
f Wutable things (to wit, the Word and wr” - 
- 0 ) 
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God ) wherein it is impoſſible that God ſhould 
lyc, theſe Promiſes are confirmed, that the heirs, 


of the Promiſes might have (not weak, but) grong | 


Conſolation, Heb, 6. 17. 


Fourth Uſe, for Lamematior, 
Theſe things are to be lamented :; 
I. The great ignorance of thoſe inviſible eternul 
things. Our Lord lamented and wept over Fera- 


ſalem for this, Luke 19. 21,.22.. If thou badſt knoun, 
at leaſt in this thy day tbe things that belong to thy peace, 


Ic is a lamentable thing, that People living un- 
der the cleareſt Niſcoverics and brighteſt _— of 
thoſe inviſible eternal things, ſhould yet be fo groſly 
ignorant of them, and ſo unacquainted with them, 
as God complains of 1/rae!, of. 4. 1,6. & 8. 12, 
No knowledge.of God in the Land, though it was 
the only Land in. all the World then that had the 


means of Know!edge ;, Hof..$..12, 1 have written _| 


to them the great things of my law, but they bave coun 
red rhem. ſtrange things. Look over thoſe particu- 
lars afore-mentioned, and we ſhall find, that there 
is very little true diſtin knowledge of them in 
the Land,. 


Obj. But we do know theſe things, 


Af. Tf we do know Go4, why do we not obej7 | 


him ? Tit. 1.. 16. To. profeſs to know-Gol, and i 


works to deny bim, .is the Charatter of a Reprobate | 


Why do we not truſt him ? Pſa. g. 10, They thit 
know kjs name will put their truſt in him, 1 John 
2, 4+ & 4.17. What likeneſs have moſt Men an 
\Women to God and Chriſt ? What Fruits of the Spi- 
rit do appear? G:, <, 22. but the Fruits of tt 
Heſh are maniſet, . What Power, Sweetnels, at 

Fog 
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Comfort do Men find in the Word and Promiſes ? 
how litele are moſt afetted, when they read or 
'hear of all the great things purchaſed by Chrift, 
nd prepared in Aegven for Believers ? What 
fred, delightful Thoughts and ſerious Meditati- 
03 are ſpent upon theſe things ? Alas! alas! 
moe Conſcience doth not accuſe him 2 Whoſe 
Keart that hath any tenderneſs,doth not ſmite him 
or his negle(t of this ? 

While I am writing this, my Conſcience flies in 


. fy Face, and chargeth me with guilt { © -O par» 


« don. me, Lord, through. the Blood of Chrift, 
* 2nd give me true Repentance ; Let me be aſha- 
* med and even confounded-for my. woful neglect 
"of minding inviitble eternal things: 1 am cons» 
* vince of my guilt, and bletſed be God for that. 
 Ogive me an heavenly heart,.let in more ot 
" Heaven to my heart, 

O ſhew thy ſelf ro me, 

Or take me up to thee, 


I. It is a Lamentable thing, that thoſe high, 
{orious, inviſible eternal things ſhould be ſo Jinle 
Ylieved by us: They are little known,. but leſs 
xlieved : They cannot but be known to us in 
ome meaſure ; they have been | ſo often- preach'd 
ous, and we have ſo often read of them : Their 
4bath- gone out to the ends of the earth, Rom. 10.19. 
Dil not Uracl know ? Doth not England know ? 
| Then we muſt be ftark deaf and blind. Some 
( knowledge in-our heads we mult needs have ; but 
rtainly here is the Root-Sin, the Spring of a/Un- 
dlineſs, even Unbelief 5 whatever People pro- 


+ kl, theſe things are nor believed ; People arenot 


ſuly perſwaded in their Hearts and Souls, of the 


Iruth, of the Excellency, and of the —— of 
ch0!7. 
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thoſe things, Who hate believed our Report ? 
Jj4. 53. 1. and to whom is the arm of the Iord royoy 
led ? to make Souls believe, and to work ef] 
Faith in them ? Surely to very few, 

A very bare hiftorical Faith is wanting, but mach 
more a cordial, prattical Perſw.ifion of thoſe things: 
for by trve Faith we come to have an Tntereſ: in 
aiſtheſe eternal good things, ar if w2 had an In. 
tcreſt in them, we ſhonld mind them more, 

Tho!'e znvifible eternal th2ings ſpoken of in the holy 
Scripture, fignifie no more to moſt of ns, than thoſe 
Mountains of Spices, and Mines of Gold do, that 
are in the I:dies, which we never hope to {ce or 
poſſeſs, and for which none of nz will part with 
our poor Cottages : Alas! alas ! it were impoſſ- 
ble, if we did realy believe thoſe things above, and 
that they may be had by us, but that we ſhouil 
take more pains to get a Title to them, and ha- 
Ving once got a Title, ſurely we ſhow!d mind them 
more than we do, 

Now the grand Reaſons why we that profel 
that we know and believe thoſe great things of the 
other World, yet take fo Iiitle pats to b2 affured of 
onr Right to them, are theſe, viz, our falſe Faith, 
our falſe Hope, and our inordinate Love of the Wirld, 
Cou'd we get theſethree Thieves out of our hearts, 
it wow'd be otherwiſe with us. 

1. Our Falſe Faith, building our Faith on the 
Mzrcy of God, and Merits of Chriſt in general, 
not conſidering whether thoſe Conditions arc 
wrought in us, to which the Mercy of God 15 pro- 
miſed, and to which the Merits of Chriſt do beloos; 
I], 1.16, & 55, 7 Rom. 8. 9. 2 C0r. 5. I 
I Cor. 6, 17. Heb.s. 9. Matth, 11. 28, 29, & 10424 
& 10. 34. By all which places we ſhall find, that 
the Mercy of God belongs to the penitent retire 
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, kg Sinner, and that thoſe only can truly claim an 
tereſt in Chriſt, that ſubmit to his Yoke, that 
ure his Spirit, that arenew Creatures, that deny 
\xemſelves,and give up themſelves ta. the Govern- 
k nent of Chr iſt . 
* | 2, Our Falſe Hope ;, that deceived thoſe eminent 
' yofeſſors in Meth. 7. 21. and the fooliſh Virgins, 
lth, 25. and which deceives all Hypocrites and 
" +rmal Chriſtians, that build their Hopes upon 
utward Profeſſion, Priviledges, the performance 
# religious Duties, outward Reformation, &c, 
+ wt minding that expreſs word in 1 Fohr 3. 3. 
» kery ore that hath this hope, (that is, to ſee Chriſt 
, Glory, and to be made like unto him) purifieth 
. nſelf, even as be is pure. Col. 1. 27. Chriſt in you 
1 *bope of glory : Not Chriſt without you, profeſ- 
1 # by you, but Chriſt in 'you, formed in you, 
. ling in your Hearts by Faith, living and reign- 
1 lagin you by his Word and Spirit, that 1s the Zope 
ſang the true and only ground of true Zope of 
$ Ye 
4% Inordinate Love of the World, 1 John 2, 14, 145, 
5 Tmebe friends of this world, we ave enemies to God : 
Too much love of Life, Liberty, Eaſe, Relati- 
ns, &c, our Hearts are let out ftrong]1y after theſe, 
terefore our good God doth oftentimes ftrip his 
#zreſt Children of theſe, in love to their Souls, 
 hke off their Aﬀettions: from them, that they 
ay-place them on better things, where they are 
er beſtowed. | 


, W, Ic is Lamentable alo, that thoſe invijifle, 
, nl, great and glorious things ſhould be no more 
, inded, thonght upon, conſidered, and fpoken of 
* FProfeſſors, that hope ſhortly. to enjoy them. 
, W, Chriſt, Glory, Reaven, are ſeldom in mens 
Minds 


Minds and Thoughts : What are moſt Peoples Hom ſt 
Morning and Evening "Thoughts ? Pſa}, 49, 11, 92 
What vain Thoughts lodge in our Hearts ? Fer, 
&+ 14.. Oh, how little talk 1s there of theſe things V. | 
among us? Is God our Father ? Is Chrift our \#the 
Head and Husband ? Is the Holy Ghoſt our Coun. | 0: 
ſellour and Comforter ? I; the Ward of God our im rer 
Rule and Guide, our ſpiritual Food and Nouriſh. {an thi 
ment, our Comfort. and Conſolation ? Are the the 
Promiſes our great Charter,. Heaven and Glory ' 
our Inheritance ? And do we indeed nope to en- VL 
joy all thefathings tor ever and ever, 2nd yet think xlleve 
no more, aad leis nov more. of them ? Can this klves, 
be ſo ? Can our hopes be good and welt groun , nend | 
ded ? Let us not. dective our felves, nore | 
ter tl 
IV. It is Lamentable, that thofe great things ly Z 
ſhould be no more laboured after ; Fob, 6. 25, | fe 
Labour not for that meat which periſhetb, but jor 
thas which endureth 20 ezernal life, Prov. -2..2,3,4 | VI 
Jſe. 55. 2, 3. We labour for that which is not Wo cl 
Bread, not Bread for our” Souls 3. and ſpend that | 19us 5 
which is better than-Mony, our Spirits-and Time, iter, 
for that which -doth not,- cannot ſatisfe, Why wer 
ſhould vifible remporal things have ſo much of our ore 1 
hearts, heads,: tongues, hands, time, ſtrength and feir | 
all, and thoſe inviſible eternal things have ſv little? ret 
Is there any. colour of- Reaſon for- it ? Are not 0 m' 
thoſe inviſible eternal things infinitely better than | ole 
the other ? Certainly it is, becauſe they are not | Glory 
known nor believed, nor minded, that they are wo Mare e 
more laboured after. -. lve bl 
How.do.we diſhonour Ged, and Chriſt;- and the | ble, 
Promiſes ? how do we undervalue Chriſt's Purchiſe, "hat 1 
and Eternal Life, when we lay - out our ſelves v 
much for the World, and © little for. thele 


His 


[niſibilities the greateſt Realities, 213 
Hmſhall we eſcape, if we negleft ſo great ſalvation ? 


Bed, 24 3+ 
' | Y, It's lamentable alfo,that the loſs of the means 
: (the diſcovery of thole inviſible eternal rhings,ſhoull 
' /10 more aftet and trouble us ; Lam. 1, 7, Feruſa- 
" | im remembred in the days of ber afflition all ber ples- 
s {an things, that ſhe had in the days of old, A Famine 
. the Word is the worſt, Amos $, 
} VL And it is lamentable, that thoſe who know, 
 \lieve, deſire, and labour after thoſe things them- 
. klves, ſhould be no forwarder and readier tocom- 
,.nend thoſe things to others, and ſhould take no 
"nore pains to perſwade and draw others to look 
ter them : Oh, how few cry out to others with 
x |oly David, Come, and I will tell you what God bath 
7, /(ne for my ſoul ? 


* VII. And no leſs lamentable is it, thar thoſe 
x [ho claim an Intereſt in all thoſe great and glo- 
1t lus good things, and hope to enjoy them here- 
e, ter, that thoſe perſons ſhould no more expreſs the 
y Power of them in their Lives; that they ſhould no 
ur Nore rejoyce in them, and be no more raiſed in 
14 their Spirits, and gladded in their Hearts with the 
-? hre-choughtrs of them ; and that they ſhould live 
ot .10 more comfortably upon them : Ir's ſad, that 
an | hole thus intereſted in God, and Chriſt, and 
ot | Glory, and that are the ExpeRtants of that far 
| wre exceeding and eternal weight of glory, ſhould not 
lve better lives, more exemplary, ſhining, profi- 
he | able, joyful lives : We that look for ſuch things, 
ie, | that manner of perſons ought we to be in all man- 
{6 *r of boly converſation? It's ſad alſo, that ſuch 
ould bear up with no more ftrength,holy courage 
Uh an 
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and confidence, in the midſt of the Troubles of 
this ſhort Lite, ſeeing they hope for ſuch glorions 
things in the other World ; We ſee tow brayely 
the Primitive Chriſtians carried them'elves in all 


their Sufferings, by looking unto, minding, and' !* 


thinking upon thole inviſible eternal things : Oh, 
could we keep them i1 our view, and keep our 
Eye on them, we ſhould not faint nor fink under 
any of our Trouvles. We look too much on, and 
mind too much thoſe wi/ible t2mporal things, and look 
too little to the Inviſible God,to our Bleſſed Feſus, and 
Eternal Glory, Oh, that God would encreaſe and 


ſtrengthen our Faith, and help us to live in the p 
lively actings and exerciſe of it. By it we ſtand, | 


Oh, that we could live more by Faith, and leſs by 
Sente 5 2 Cor. 5.7. 


Fifth Uſe, for InſtruZion, 

If we would ſet our Hearts and Minds on thoſe 
zrviſible eternal things, we muſt 

t. Be much in Prayer : Pray, oh, pray for new 
Hearts, old Hearts will not hold heavenly things, 
Pray for Saving Light and Knowl=dge, Epre/. 1, 
17, 18, Pray that ye may clearly apprehend and 
underſtand thoſe things : Pray for Faith, that you 


may really believe them, and may he fully periw * 
ded of the Truth and Excellency of them. At. 
L1, 1. Faith #s the ſulſtance of things Loped for, ard 
the evidence of things not ſeen. Pray for Love, that je : 


your Hearts may be throughly an4 truly aftetted 
with them ; that you may reliſh and ſavour them, 
and may fee!, taſte, and ſee the goodnels of them: 
Pray for ſtrength of Faith and Love, that you maj 
alt thoſe and other Graces, as Hope, Joy, Delire, 
and Delight upon thoſe heavenly things. Ia 
without ceaſing + pray fervently for thele —_ 
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- xineverleave praying ti!l you obtain, Tell God 


e 


yt an earthly, empty, carnal Heart you have, 
{how impoſſible 1t 15 tor you your elves, to make 
-teavenly : Complain to the God of all Grace, 


. locan make all Grace to abound. 


2 Search the Scriptures diligentiy; Read the 
'ord of God conſcientiouſly ; for there all thoſe 
rat and glorious things are diſcovered : And la- 
yur to believe —_— hear and read; and to 
the power and efficacy of God's Truths on 
wr Spirits 5 2 Cor, 4. 4, 6s 

1. Be watchful againft all Sin, and againft the 
forld, and the Lufts of the Fleſh : Be much in 
unification of your inordinate AﬀeCtions ; C0l.3. 
,2,s, compared, Watch againſt vain thoughts, 
al ftrive in God's ftrength to draw up: your 
arts to H eaven, and hold them there. 

4 Seriouſly and often conſider the great and 
fl difference between viſible and inviſible things, 
*tween remporal and eternal things, uncertain and 
"ain things, tranſitory and pr things 5 
zycen thole things that reſpect the mortal Body, 
1l thoſe that concern the immortal Soul; be- 
x2n thoſe things that are the Portion of Repro- 
ues, and thoſe that are the Portion of God's Elett, 
h, conſider the great difference between thoſe 
ings which are the Effefts of Common Provi- 
*=&, and rhoſe that are the Fruits of God's ever- 
ting Love, and Chrift's moſt precious Blood, 
rely a due and deep conſideration of the vaſt 
ik which is betwecn theſe things, would 
pus to mind eternal things. 

5. Conlider what taſte theſe viſible remporal things 
ilhave in a dying hour ;, ſurely either none at all 
ta bitter one, Oh then, what will Zonours, 
hes, Lleaſvres ignifie ? Oh then, how much 

etter 
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better and ſweeter will thoſe inviſible erernal thing; | Thro 
be to a poor Soul ? Oh then, an Intereſt in Go4 | pt; 
and in Chriſt, a Pardon, a Title to Eternal Life, |»; + 
Aſſurance of Salvation, will be things of yalue, |. (- 
And why ſhould they not be fo now ? = 
6, Converſe much with heavenly-minded Cheri. |; x: 
ſtians ;, but, alas! where ſhall we find them ? Let | 5 
us all bewail our horrible Earthlineis, our Earthly |;:;7 | 
Diſcourſe, all Earth in our Thoughts, Earth in /4i; } 
our Mouths, and yet hope to go to Heaven atlaſt [in 
and live in Heaven for ever; O, how unlikely! |; .; 
Surely, if.I am not very much miſtaken, I think, |1g;;ir 
a great many of our Profeſſors will be miſtaken +1; - 
at laſt, and that will be dreadful, becauſe irreco | 2/3; 
verable. 0 Lord, give thy poor Servant an\b:avenl j# ” 
Heart. ' (oo 
Lncl 
Sixthly. The Laſt Uſe 5, for Comfort to thoſe ts 
do mind and look uno thoſe invilible eternal things Dy; 
in good earneſt, 


For your Comfort, conſider, ; 

1. This is to you an Evidence of your Interet T1 
in a] thoſe great and glorious things : That you |, ( 
do thus mind and converſe with heavenly things, ora 
with God, and Chriſt, and Glory; it is a good +; 
fHgn that theſe are al! your own, that you have 2 !/-, | 
oo00d Title to them. An heavenly Mind isavery 1 
good ſign of one that belongs to Heaven. gxch 
2. You ſhall ſhortly enjoy and poſſeſs them: |[ray} 
Where Chriſt is, there hhortly) all kis Servant|t;,7 
be ; He will not always dwell in Heaven without "tg, 
you ;, nor will he always be abſent from you; 9, 4; 5: 
but he will come again, and receive you to bimſelf, 18 iq. 
where he s, there you may be alſo, Fobn 14. 1, 4 > \, 
And where is he, but at the right hand - wn 


yy + 8 , 
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Ver. 14. So Heb. 11. 26, 27. By iaith Moſes en. 
dured, as ſeeing him that is invitible : Moſes could 
never have endured all thote hard rhings, if he had 
looked only on thoſe things which are tcen, but he 
looked on the inviſible God, and the uniecn [eſus, 
and on the Promiſes, the Recompence of Reward; 
he had a fixed Eye to thoſe great things; his mind 
was ſetled on thele, and that carried him through 


all, So Heb. 10. 34s They todk joyfully the ſpoiling of 
their goods, knowing in themſelves they bad in Heaven | 


2 better, aud a more enduring ſubſiance, $0 Heb, 11, 


9, 10, 13. they endured the condition of Strangers |: 


and Pilgrims (utually a fad and troubleſome con- 


dition) becaule they looked {or a City, an inviſible |; 
eternal City ; They embraced the Promites, and |, 
minded them. And to this our Lord leads us, in 


pronouncing thoſe Bleikngs, Mat. 5. 10, 12, That 
great ſhould be their reward in Heaven, 


Reaſ. 1. Becauſe the bleſſed tendency, the pow- 
erful efficacy, and ſweet fruits of all a Chriſtians 


Troubles, as to our part, much depends on this |,. 
Work and Duty performed by us. Let us mind | 
this; What is the tendency and fruit of a Chrifti- | 
an's Troubles ? Sze the foregoing Verſe, Tiey ' 


work for us a far more exceeding and es:ynal weights 
glory. A bleſſed rendency indeed, ſweet fruit ! 


Q. But bow ar: Affifions uſeful and effetual { 


produce thoſe ſweet frus ? 


Arſe. Some things are done on God's part, and 


ſome on our part : On God's part, He makes Afi ; 


ions uſeful, to fit us for that weight of Glory, 3 


was ſhewed before, by following thoſe Afiidtions 


wh the Bleſſing of his Word, and I'ower ex 
Spi- 


= = TY. ©2 52. £ 
* - 
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© |girit, and ſo makes them uſeful to thoſe happy 
v Jas, ſc t, By diſcovering, imbitte 
; ads, P/.l, 94. 12. as, 1/t, y diſcovering, imbitte- 

0g, and cleaniing them trom Sin, Deut. 8. 2, 
Gen, 41. 21. 1 Alt, 17. IS. 4/4. $9. Il, 12. 


: ty, By drawing Squlz nzarer to God, PJal. 142, 
q [5 Pſal. 31. 11, 12,13, 14+ 3!y, By crucitying 


teir Aﬀettions to the things of this Life. 41y, By 
making them more diligent and ſerious in their 
; [eparation for that ſtate of Bleſſedneſs, Thus 
" God blefſeth Aﬀfidtions, 
| But all doth not lye on God's part; this Bleſ- 
2g is attained by us, while we Jook not at thoje 
tings which are ſeen, which are remporal;, bat at thoſe 
tings which are not ſezn, which are eternal, Thoſe 
leffings of Affidtions are not received, nor thoſe 
znefirs and Advantages obtained by us, while we 
2nd looking and muting, poring and pondering 
Wi thoſe tings which are ſec At, S0 long as Our 
farts and Minds are ftill fixed upon our viſible 
lofles and Croſſes, and upon the carthly Com- 
its that we are deprived of; and fo long as our 
q [oughs and Aﬀections are ſtill ſer on and glued 
thoſe viſible remporal things, fo long we go 
ithout thoſe Bleſſings and Benefits : But we muft 
of (0k off thoſe things, an look up, and mind and 
#ditate 'on thoſe inviible eternal things ; we 
"ſt ſet Faith and Love, aad Hope on work, in 
ing and reviewing, in conſidering and con- 
-aplating, in apprehending and applying that 
7 more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
1g 9", while we do fo, we are in the right and fea- 
vi. Way to obtain the rich Bleſings of all our Aft:- 
2x 40s, and ſo we receive Comtort and Support un 
ns *ttemall, : 


ple YL 2 S 


La 
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It is tae plenti: il Harveſt hoped] for. and belt 
ved, that ſweetens the ſtormy Seed-time, It*is a 
dangerous miſtake, to expe too much from the 
Creature, and too much comfort hore in thi; 
World, for here is not our Reſt. All men would 
have Veace, Comfort, and _—_—_— but the; 
would have it irom the Creature, rathcr than trom 


God. Pſal. 4.6. Beijevers chemſelves, that woul ? 


kave their Comforts from Cod, yet wonld hare 
them here alſo, and would not ſtay for them till 
herea'ter, faying —_ the Diſciples vpon the 
Mount, 7: z goot 20 be Peres, whereas here in this 


W orld wc are to have but ſips, crumbs, drops, $4 


glances, glimpſes ; at moſt, but fome rſt Fruits 
of Canaan; that far more exceeding and eternal weig! 

of glory 1s Tefrved for the other i orid, Theth 
heritance 1s reſcrved in Heaven for us; 1 Pet. 1, 
4, 5» and we muſt wait, for our Harveſt is not 
here , we are not come home. It dot!: not yet ap- 
pear what we ſb be, the quiet an! peaceable 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs come nor till aiterwards: 
the great Reward, the rull Reward, is in Heaven, 

L10T here. 


- _ & "4 , | bl ” pl 4 | «| 
24 Reaſon 15, Bectule (as T think” the Work 0! 


Saving Faith ( by which main!y wz- are ſupported) 
doth not conhift enly in looking backward on the 
Croſs of Chrift, and his payment of our Ran{on 
by his precious Blood ; but alfo in looking for- 
ward on the Crown of Chr: t, and the Glory I 


L,- +! ' 


hath pur naſed _e US. Heb. 11. Fith u th: | 
f u9jt bi ,”- '5 rhino c hop: 4 for, 4”) 4 th- e a") 4-nce of things | In 


| Je ' Saving | Faith 1 Is, NOf Only t9 Lelieve wat 

our r Lord hath end v done on Earth *orus, 

Mn |: : wrrcat work of Rced- S419 DON i 3 but all (0 _ 
ard firmly to belicve thols things vi 
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2 never law nor did ever Man fee, and to hope 
{ look fi, r112m fo really, as to let go 44 world- 
tops 1.1 Happinc is, Tather than hazard the 
31s Of hos 1111216 things. Thisis an eminent 


rart of Faith, whereby the Juſt do live; 1 Per. 


It is up22 cur Clear Apprehenſions and firm Ex- 
wtactions 05 that ualcea and eternal celicity, n 
te full enjoyimacut of the Bleftſed God, that boch 


var Peacu 211 p ery doth depend. 


We 11 147: no fold Peace, while we look for 


{nch Comfort and Content trom the Creature, in 


5 QUT PLotour Pilgrimage and Priſons for in do- 


ng [0, Wo looking tor more in the Creature than 
$14 it, we loſe our Cunforts, and then complain 
or want 0: them 5 for our looking for ſo much 
from them, an: iooxzing to much on them, pro- 


0kes God : © take them rrom us 5, and when they 
we gone, We 272 tronbled 

, Y a _ 

lh CLCTNGL 1OVS», and C\ erlaſting G Con vlations 


FITC FIOre 1 GUT Trans, it the Foy of our Lord, 
batt, 25, 21, WOre -_"; In Our Thong its and Af- 
| 131 Joy would more at preſent 
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when crernal things are out of fight, and out & | 


manc«l, 

Mark this : When Chriftians do not only let fx! 
their expeCtations and hopcs of the nnſcen promi. 
ſed Glory, and let the thoughts of them decay and 
dye away in them ; but alſo heighten their hops 
and expettations from the Creature, and earneſtly 
an4l cagerly purſue the ſame; then do they moſt 
certainly prepare for their own Diſquiets, Fears 
and Troubles, and with Þoth Hands drew Cala 
mity on them!elves, becaule rey forſake rhe fountain 
of living waters, and hem» cut to themſelves ciſterss 
broken ciſterns, that will ko 0 water, All Creature- 
comforts are at bett but Cilteras, an4 when too 
mach loved, but broken Cifterns, 12 which are no 
Waters of true Conſolation to be found > Teren, 
2. 13. Toſeck Content hore, in any thing out of 
God, and beneath him, is to {ek the Living among 
the Dead :; The Work &; 1253 15. £9 100k uhWairds, 
to Iook within the Veil, to loux to jig, Wir 
N 7. 


-# Un G — _ % Low . + « ( p4 A = 
The right and ready way te pretent Peace Is, 


- 


looking tedfaſtly (not ro preſent things, but) to | 


that fature Reft an! Happine!s, to rhe 'ull enjy- 
ment of Gcd in Kcaven, Thus cur Lori woof 
his Diſciples from their Heart-trouble, Torr 14, 
1, 2, of which Tcxt I havc writcen a Di:coulk at 
IArge, 

Let us conſider 
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Whoever meets with a diſtreſſed, diſconſolate, 
Qnplaining Cariftian, you thall find , that one 


or both of chefe thin i manifeſt in him; either 
h: hath low !{xpe Gatt, ron God hereatter, or 
k hack hign E3 x12 *Ct1::..:113 from the Creature 


hore - eirher | _ Io 0% 109 mach on things vitible 
and temp xvral, or too little on things invitible and 
eternal 5, ; = tad2ed, he that doch the cne doth 
=_ e 0 her : ; for, the to9 much minding vble rem- 
poral 819112: > binders the true minding ot iuiſtble 
aernAl rs . 
| Tf wee nine matters arigiht in our own Souls, 
we ſhall fad, that this is the main thing that be- 
Yrs 11 10s, and ke eps us under, fo many Troubles 
m1 Diſquiets : . either, that we do not, or will not 
_y a nl belie: ringly ENZAZE OUT Hearts and 
ation of l Ithoſe & Creat ry ar gar 2s t! chings, which 
God hath Tracalis, 2nd Witch Che! it bath pur- 
Aaſed 3 of eliewe mill needs mind and expect what 
God hath not promiled, nor {tr :f parchaſed, a 
| total freedom from Trondle: SEA] cikes,Lofles, fc, 
| God hath no whers promitel, nor hath Chriſt pur- 
| chaſed it ; anc the N Wo complain, when we miſs of 
| our groundlets Expects t10Ns> 

Eicher we are 1 yoring 4 anc. thinking on our 
MN Cooris ae d Enmoyments, and looking 
fr much from them an in the 2, much corfort, 
telp, ſweetneſs, ſatis? action, re fpett, kindnel!s, from 
tiem; or ele we are grivving, ani mourning tor 
tie loi; and want of them : ail which thouch!s UE 
dat low: Cc, iNDIEter, WOUrnd 1d #EUKEN our Si IriIts ; " 
drelſe we Co Hut too {iiom think of the infnite 
booinels, Love, Mercy, Tenderneis, All-! uft;cien- 
o& of God and Che | anc { of the Glory or Heaven :, 
Waich Thongnhts % ouic fvcetcn, alleviate, and mi- 
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Liga ate our SOrrows, an neip mulch to ſh [PNOTT Our 
Spirits ann ali our Aﬀiiictions. 

We are grieve:l ant troubled for Loſſes 
Crofies, for lofs ov. Relat Os, or Sickneſs an! 
Pains, © ders Ss, Unkindacſies of Friend 
Diſeſteem in the World, Tc. Tet us wonfidl . 
whether Go. 12th promited, or Chrift purchaſed 
any Freedom from thoſe * Have any of the Saints } 1» 
been freed from thoſe 2? An.!.why ſhou 14 we cx "at ng u! 
£0 be free ? Bur it we make Promiles to onr {c17es, {port « 
and then ovr own Promiſes deccive ns, whom can ! f0ll 
we blame for that * \Chrif 

Nay, do we not, as it my , necefticate God 1410V 
hCreDy, to imnittcr aZ our Ea -arthiy Comforts to | age 


ET 


us, and to maicc every Cre caves a Ccorpion to us, [HT 
hb<caule Wo will make them our Gods ? \Ve have wy 
Iſs C Om! fOrt 12 them than we might have, becauſe Ciriſt 
We Wonid have mute in thein than » ſhould be woe 
WC might lavc Rore kmiunel _ Fricalsmon mind 
WW2Ctiacl; in our Relations, Tc, 3f we looked for edge 
tt, | (AL 
SCAarce any Comfort we have, but one time or 9] 
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1] 1 t3E Apvlication. 


] rſt, For Information. 


EA. TI, * 0 : 1 v 

ts | 1+ It the terions minding 65, an.) otioving 109%» 
# . _ -F ++ A Y * " : of - iy Cr. 

& 1/4 unto MHC eternal things, wii! nwuch tup- 


| {port Chriſtians under the Troubles of this Life 
12 | follows then, that there is a great nece/*ry tha: 
Chriſtians ſhould have a diftinet laving knvwleus 
x {«1nvittdle eternal things, for without (uch a know- 
to | ge of them, they cannot mind them, nor fer 
x, [er Hearts upon them, Fobn 17,3. 165 i life 
ve |fernal, to know thee the only true God, and e143 
ifs ICiriſt, whom thou baſt ſent. Col. 2.2, 3. We know 
1; [ole things but confulſedly, and therefore we 
re [mind them bur confuſediy. This Saving Enow: 
or |kdge is a New Covenant-Mercy : God promilcr!; 
that his People ſhall be all raught of him, and that 
or |*y ſeall al Fnow the Lord ,, Fer. 31. 33, 24. Fon 
he 16 45+ Eph. 4. 21. Our Duty is then, to iay hola 
1g 101 God's Covenant, and humbly to Hoſrech him 
k 1 reach us by his Spirit, and to cnligiten ont 
zx | Underſtanding ;, as Paid prays, Epb., 1. 17, 18. 
y | 2. Hence appears the Neceſſity oC Faitir, ain fil 
perſwaſion of the verity, reality, and excHency ot 


SB ww © 


a! | thoſe Invijible ererial FNINOS, Ir 15 -1 6115] | uf + 1 1 ri 
| of a Better Good than the Creature, 2. of a 


better Countrey, of a B=tt-r Subſtance. 


| ter Place than this World is, and of Bitter C1 
pany, Better Friends thay can Te enovilil rwore 
that wali make us {et our }j hons!:-3 61 * 


mn them, and that will ſupport 2: 
toe wore thin gs, 
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While we have thoſe better things in our Eye, 
we ſhall not be much troubled about the worle , 
the better will ſwaow up the worle, if we firmly 
and hearrily believe them, and have goovd ground 
to hope, throngh Grace, that we have ite to 
them; as Zev, 11. 25, 26, The belict of abetter 
Reſurrection, and ot a better Lite than this, wil 
ſapport us under the Troubles of this : Heb, 
Lie 35s 

3» Then there 1s alſo a neceſſity lies on us of ha- 
ving an Intereft in thoſe invilible eternal good 
things; in God, in Chriſt, in the Promiles, and in 


— ——— — 


the Purchaſed Inheritance. An abſolute neceſſ- 


ty lies on us all, ot getting an intereſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Rea! Union with him, for only hereby we 
come to have an-Intereſt in all thoſe eternal Blet- 
ings: If Chriſt be ours, Al is ours; not elle, 
1 Cor. 2. 22, 23. 

Oh, this, this is the one thing neceſfacy, That 
we make ſure our Intereſt in God, and in his C0- 
venant by Jeſus Chriſt : This, and this alone, will 


ballznce all our Lofſss, Take ſpecial notice of thoſe | 


two Llexts, 1 Sam. JO. 6. 2 Sam. 23. 5+ 

Let us try our Intereft in Chriſt by thoſe few 
SCriptures, Kom. $. 1, 9. There us no condemnationts 
them tha: are in Chriſt Feſus, who walk not after th: 
flefn, but after the fpirir. If any man have not the i- 
71: of Criſt, the jJame is noe of bs, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
If any man be in Chrift, he is a new Creature ;, all old 
things are paſt ang 5 behold, all things are become 
new, Gal. 5. 24. They that are Chriſts, bav? crul- 
fied the fleſh with the affetions and luits thereof, Gal, 
2. 20, Chriſt liveth in me, 

4. Hence we may know th true cauſe and 
ground of Difcouragerent and D-{pondency un 
der our 'iroubles, to wit, Our want of Laith IN, 

ag W—- by 


—_ ESTES 


| 


— 


OD— — 


OO - — 


glory that is t6 be revealed in us, 


Inviſibilities thegreateſt Realities. 227 
and our not minding of eternal inviſible things. 
They that bcheve not the Crown, can never com- 
fortably bear the Croſs; The way to forget our 
Miſery, is {erioutly and believingiy to remember 
and confidcr our relicity, Rom. $. ,17. The ſuffe- 
rings Ar life are not worthy to be conpared with the 

Our Burdens would nat be to heavy as they are, 
if our Hearts were more heavenly than they are ; 
If we could get more above, and converſe more 
with God, our Troubles would not be ſo trouble- 
ſome as they are, N ſentit in Nervo, cum anima ſit 
in C#lo, Oh, let us pray tor more acquaintance 
with Go, and tnereoy good, all good, ihall come 
unto us. 4.Ct us Cry out with the Divine Poet, 


0 fhew thy ſelf to me, 
Cr take me up 10 TOC, 


Converſe with God and Chriſt will ſweeten every 
bitter Cup, ani lighten every heavy Burden. 
5, Hence allo we may in'err the Neceſſity of 


Patience under all our Afflictions, which are de- 


—_—_— 


hened to prepare us for Glory, and that ng other- 


/ wile, than as we do by Faith and Patience live 1n 


the expeCtation of that Glory. Kom. 2. 7. To 
wm, who by patient con:tnuance in mwell-46:ng, leek 
for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal !ife : 
Heb, 10, 36, Unleſs we patiently bear our Trouw- 
bles, they are not like to produce thote blend 
effects 5 1t is Only tarough Faith ang Pationce that 
ve inherit the Promniles, 

6. The Miſery of ali Gubeiicvers then 1 Very 
great, whatever they pcfle's in this World, tor 
they muſt needs mect with Troutvies 2lio in tits 
Lite, and mwft meet with the Kang ot Ie5006% ak 


aſt 


Þ, 29 Fleaven anc Earti) epttt OH212 2 A. 


laſt 4 And Witat 1 
Nv interch in | Go 


IM. 1. tos Iv ' ' 
POO) Call hue them its having 


and Clicift,ancd n Fi 904 grou nds 


of hope, that they inall enjoy tiole inviſthie erer= 
N: il & ont i} wk he caitc CE FaUTrt LICY 1 muſt With all 
V1. 1 11% CEMPOI *A1 200 tn ng: » all l that tor ever, 


3 and Heaven 
10t united to 


and cannot }: 0k ON God, an\l Glory 
a® tneirs, be aulc Ot regencerat ec 


Crit, r OL C tc Auath ' called 5 11.c!7 tncir Cale is 
moſt ſad, Or thc n al - LI3CIL "3111 110PCS and 


ground}e% cuntilences ſoa!l periſh, 
I ITLETTTTD = PF If as 
7. | hc » mic J {© LY- 1elneſs 4!lo a» 
Pers lence $ Inorvnate nun ding carthiy things, 
whether Friends or toes, Ei: cr Pain, Lols of 
m_ &c. this verv much hinde * Comort 
ad Sup port; Oh, pray agialt 1, watch & 
"ainſ TE 


07 L:4TCr 


Now to take ns off from this 
tacle Earthly thin; 


bu % 
<4 p 


in0rdinate mind- 
liz Of 1 1s taxe thee 
Rcips. 

1. Let vs arge and preis the 
of Go! upon our Hearts, C 
affetions upon things above, and nit 
$970, L.ct this lway with us: Tt 15s 
Duty as any other, and there 15 as much Divine 
Authority in this Command as in any other, 
and as much o: the Power of Religion and Trath 

of Grice Ui $ 1:1 the Prattice oi this, as of any 
otier Duty ;, and by tae coltienci ous performanc 
of this Duty, «2 do as much evidence the ſincerity 

Ct our Love an.| OQbetlience, as by any other: 
2. if we nopucks Chriſtians, we are of an high, 


expreis Command 
ol, 3. Is 2. Set yow 
thing 5 bes 


as Our 


IPO 
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0012s NEATENLY xtractior 1 ancl original, begotten 
an: 207n of God; fan. 1.17, 19. *Fobn Ze 3, 5 
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| 4, If we he true Chi 1iſtians, we have an invi- 
[: & eccrnal Lite in us ; Chriſt 15 our Liie, and 
ar Li'c is hid with Chritt in God: > Cole 2. 2, ho 
fe have inviiitble eternal Principles of Life in us, 
writ formed in our Hearts : Phil, 4. 19. The in- 
urcuptible SCccl of Go\l in us, the 5PIrit of ſelus 
1s, the Divine Nature 1n us ;, all which diſpoſe 
:1{encline us to look upwards, and to mind in- 
ible and crernal things, 

4. Your opc3 are grounded and fized on in- 
"ile ecernal things, . —_ L5. 19, If 0:7 Pope 
Iere ozly in this life, we ſhou!d deg all men moſt mi- 
able, Our hopes are not here, we hope for 
|chat we ſec not : » Ron. = 2. 2 Pet. 1. i2. 1 Fon 
12.3. It 1 ;nviſid!s giory, the giory that 1s to bs 
Irvealzd at the Coming of Chriſt, 7har when 
drift ſpall appoar, you may appear with him ing £lory, 
1: mt) lee b1;4 4: bs Is, ard _ & like kim, You 
tope for infinitely better things than this World 
an afford 1 7it. 2.13, 14+ Phil. 2 2. 21, You look 
for the C OMing 0: Fe s i glory, wh) ſhall make 
wur vils badies Nike tnto ris glorious body; and then 
rou that look for ach things in Heaven, ſurely 


[50u ſhould have your Converſations in Hea- 


ici, 

5. Your Adtings and Workxings here in this life, 
are for inviſible ends and purpoles, not to be 
ſeen of Men, not to have your Reward here, but 
you ſeek Honour, ink Glory, and Lumortality, 
and Eternal Lite 5 Kem. 2. 7, S. Your funing 
here is to reap Lite "everlaſting 5 Gal. 6. 8, It 
8 an inviſthic, iemerngttble Cro w:, an everlat- 
Ing Kingdom, an. tlcavenly Tah-rirance, tnat you 
are lecking : the is I. 4, <, Youu 14904 r.0t tor ttt 
meat which | F -rijh:: , bur jor that which euddreth 19 
werlaſting 1:je : Forn 6. 27. YOU are {eerng «—y 


w7 [7 
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which bath foundations, and travclling home to 4c 
Father's Houſe ;, therefore nccds muſk your though __ 
and affettions be ſet upon things above, 

6, Let us coniider, that all our beſt Friendsazi] Wor 
dearceit Relations are above, inviſible and unex ſhiſcou 
to us here below, Therc 1s our Heavenly Father jaftly 
there our dcar Redeemer, ficting at his rigic}bou 
hand ; there are all oar pious Friends and dexrlif, an 
Relations that dyed in Chritt ;, there they arehwing 
together prailing an enjoying God, | Oh, 

7. If you be true Chriſtians, you have ealight. |xfet 
ned Minds, Eves of Faith, Spiritual Maderſtand. lwuld 
mgs given you, to difcern and apprencal thoſe [ſeace 
invittble etcrnal tiaings, 1 Cer. 2, g, 10. you are its ? 
ſpiritual perions. 

8. You eſteem, value, and love thoſe Heavens | Q. 
things moſt and beit, it you be tru? Chriſtians; 
your Hearts arc in ricaven, tor there 1s your Tre | A. 
ſure; 1 Pe?. I. Se 

o. You have inviible Supports, Influences, and | 
Experiences, a Well ot Living Water ſpringing | 
up in you, unto eternal life, Fotn 4. 14. whichno | 
others bu: you haves, and from thol?z ſpiritual 
Princivles, which the Spirit of Chriit plants n | 1, 
his People, good thoughts and hcaveniy Mel | the ( 
tations are continually bred and tcd, Life 

to, You are in Heaven already, in Chriſt your creat 
Head; Epre/, 2. 6. Riſen with Chriſt : And this | ever 
Hearvenly-mindedneſs the Apoſtle makes the true | mov 
evidence of our being riſen with Chrifc ;, Col. 3, | bert 
1,2. If y: then be riſen with Chyift, ſeck thoſe things | all 1 
which are above : Ser your affections on things abou: | oy, 
And it is the very diftinguiſhing Charadter of | one 
one in Chriſt: Kom. 8. 1. They that are ;n Chrit, | Go 
walk not after the fleſn, bit after the #þ1r1t, Un 

rat 
&- | lab 
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) 30 : : : 
h;] cond Uſe, by wiy of Exher: ation to all Chriflians, 
San] Would you have ſweet Support under all your 
Leen [Diſcouragements anc tnking 1 rouble s, then fted- 
aftly and fixedly look upon invthble eternal things : 
labour to live in the believing views and proſpects 
f, and in a lerious, hearty minding, and medi. 
ating upon 1ruifivle eternal FLING S, 

' Oh, that we could draw off our Thoughts and 
TI. |\feftions from wiſtble remporal things, and that we 
nd. ould fer them upon things above: Oh, what 
ſe {ſeace and Sweetne(s ſhould we find in our Spi- 


are 


+] ; 
Pa 
12A 
(ear 
are 


CE 


[ts ? 


tr | Q. But how ſhall we be able to do this ? 


e-| 4. T. By looking to God in all our Mercies, 
0. By reſigning up our Wills to God in all 


nd our Miſeries. 
Ng I). By aiming at Communion with God,and 
lo | Conformity to him in all our ACtions, 


in | ], Let us look to God in all our Mercies, Her 
i- | the God of our Lives, and of all the Comforts ot 
lie; The power, vertue, and comfort of all 

ir created good, comes from the Created good, 
s \exren GOD alone, for in him we? live, and 
& | move, and bave our being, This Health, Eaſe, Lt 
: | (ty; Relations, Reft, Sleep, that we have, and 
f { all thoſe comfortable Accommodations that we en- 
* | oy, are from the Lord, It was truly faid of 
' | one, That many love the Creature, in oppoſition 15 
| God, Moft love it in competition with him, and 

' Umoſt AU love the Creature in a way of ſepa- 


ration from him. But more particularly let us 
labour, 19, To 


32 Heaven ans Earth epltomiv?g: or, 

yh To look uito, and acknowledge with Hear 
and Tongu 12, that our Heavenly Eather j in Chriſt 
is the Author and Giver of all thc Mercies we en- 
joy. When we have tlcalth, E Ale, Liverty, Reſt, 
or any other Mercy, we ſhou 1d look to him from | 
whom they come, and to him throu: gh who they 
come; we ſhould eye the hand of a tath r, th 
heart and love of a Father, and contuler alſo, rhat 
all theſe Mercics come to us throu Zh the L10o1 of 
a Redeemer; this wiil make > EVE el ry mort, every 
drop and crumb to be {weet and plcaſant to w, A 
Dinner of greea Hervs, Sorel mans and cul 
ww atccr, With the Love of Gul, vill 2C Week, 


Q. But wen ſnall we K909, Lo w? Rau? 1.j2 fron 
tn- Lovye 4 .of G G0: od, AH 1 Wh we I rye Thy # d. 4 [4 


Anj. 1hen we may conclude, thee ou: by ow at |; 


Mercies come from the Love of Gud to us, v 
we are truly thank'ul for the leaft Mercy we re- 


ro be more carerul to {crve, plca'c, and truſt God 
the mm 
Let us look thorong]: our vithle Contforts, to 
the iavinble giver of the m, and to that eternal 
« ng from whence they come : > 1 Chron, 25. 12, 
,16. Ir 15 our great evil, that we love the git 
of * God for themictve:, and nor tor the giver 0t 
them : it we could ſee and tafte Divine love and | 
g00dnels in our Relacions, Heaith, Eſtate, &c. 
Oh, how ſweet W ould they be unto ws ? Burt this 
1s onr Folly and rFavlr, we overlook and forget 
God, and lock no qarthcr than or vidbic , ſenh- 
ble, temporal Comforts; even when we ſpeak of 
God with our hWiguths, or Hearts arc but £00 fat 
rom lim; Our Ecarts f2ng louſe irom lum, = 
\{ 


are ſtirred up. {0 ivyve God n Te, an! | 
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ke at £00 great 2 «liftan 


me not engazud with Love, and Neiire, and 
n-< attcr bim, 
e's Waich we 
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ce from him; our Hearts 
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dt 1enants at his will, 
2, By 1:0u ao Bg tO draw 
Loves to Gr, by tho e Met 
634, t9 matic tom as Cord 
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"Oper owner of us 
but lent to us, 
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\V & ft CU nt 


aka7 
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| Band uy 


always 


thc ms; 


2 \cl we arc 


fro Nl 
t Love &, 


{. an.l to hy n 3 ar 


| icart raft er anti! c!olir to Ot Fx by them ;, t 0 raake 
ladle Mercics as tin, 10 Taile an our Sou) iS Ni cher 
wards Gol, 18 51! the ways 07 obeclience and holy 
(ab denc 104111.1 pang and prav thus : © Oh, 
"* that this + re-Comfſort may draw my Heart 
* ncarer to Y and ni a5 an 1.10! between 
* my Hart and Gol 5 oh, that this temporal 
* Bicti ay ro my rieart iome degrees 
* liter towarz Gel  ohythat it may help me to 
(C } 


Cw 


Ah , J 
2 34 _— 226 EArtD eprtomiz'd : of, foot 
| 


* advance Gua more: Ohh at it may n 19t dirid [tis L 
* my Fear © tron God, nor make me { forgetful o (60 
4 of him, nor hiader me in my Duty to him; | 0! 
3 but, 071 that eve -y Nee XrCv I receive from Gol, WO. 

may endear {504 to me, aud engage my Hear [» C0! 
* more to him. 5uch partings and treat! ings mg 
$211 thoa'l be in as,-thw'y we [hall enjoy Geg# i 


n our AMercics, and then they will be {cet waty [Merc 
Us, Sect 
3» Dy labocrivg to uſe and waprove all our jipon 
Mercies for God ; our Health, aſe, Liberty, Fftate [0y- 
ent all for Gol; to lay al out for his Service, 1fjWs [ 
We nave any Tale nt, er it be improved for God; Jlbou 
?t any Can: tle of Conifort lighted in our Habitz nd I 
tion, let it bo for Go1l ;, if any Eaſe after Pain, |lerci 
= Strength after Weakne's, lay it out for God, | Le 
2t us be think ing and ftutying whar ule and fer. [Crea 
vice we can put onr Mercies to for God, Let ue « 
lend LITE, tlealth, Strength, and all for Gol, ſfdte 
4. By laboring to be wiltrg to part with fo | 
our outward Mercies when God calls for them, Ie by 
As we ſhonld defire and wiſh for nv Com'or |tnjoy 
otherwiie, than as we may have it with the loje (0, y 
of God, and as it may help us, a:3d not hinder b [a. 
n our way to God; fo itkewile, we ſhould not [Nerd 
defire the continuance of any outward Tom! fort, |0t H 
any longer than with the Love of Gold ;, and wit! lt 
he is picaſed to call for them, willingly to ſurret- |rerz 
der them to him : This is not ro love any tang [100 
above God, nor in competition with him, nor "t 
ſeparation from him. 1 Fobn 2. 14, 15. For be! bs ( 
Jo: eth any thing in the world otherwije, we love of i: 
Father ws not in tim. And in fo doing wee dens < 
that we love the God of Mercies more than th | #1 
Mercics of Gol ; And this way wo may enjoy 43! | On 
maintain much {wvcet communion with God here i Me 
thi: 


— 
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: {rye namely, by our hearty acknowledgment 


i God our tathcr in Chriſt, to be the A uthor of 
i our Mercics 5 looking to his Love in them ; 


| vain g his Propriety in Them all ; making them 


13 Cords « of Love, to draw up our Hearts to God ; 


| iis them tor God, and willing ro part with them 


x his Call, 1 his | to look to God in all our 
Ty rC1CS, 

Secondly, Let us 1abour to look unto, and hve 
r j1pon G od, in every Creature-comfort that we cn- 
ff, Not cnly look unto God in our Mercies, 23 
ms ſa;d before in the other particular, but let us 


- [kbour to alc. nd higher ; and that is, let ns labour 
. ja learn to live upon God and his Love 1n thoſe 
, [Mercie2, 


Let this be miaded by us : That it 15 not the 


ſer. Creature, bnt God in the Creature, that we muſt 
; [ore and live upon, The Creature ſhoul:l not 


adtent us, without vme fern of Vol's Love in 
t, If we have Healtt*Wealth, Liberty, triend*, 
ie luould pur this Queſtion to our ſelves; Do we 
oy God's Love with theſe ? A oreat Queſti- 
1, yet ſeldom azk'd. Ir is ſurely the Love of God 
Na Mercy, that doth ſantine and ſweeten the 


[Mercy to us 5, as is evident in that famous Inftance 
ot Hep-Lith, 1}. 2.3. 17. Thou baſt i love to WA ſou; 
Lltvered me from tho » pit of corruption, Then Lelt- 


rerance i: ſiw2et, when it comes from God's Love 


[iy 
{90 0ur Souls, 
(0, But how miy we tow that 2. 


2, Ns Feqzehizrh did ;, For, faith he, thou haſt ct 


c] my i lins behind thy back, When 2rdon of ST 


Ome3 with a Mercy, ' t5 a Mercy indce |, a Qouble 


Mercy, Note, When a Soul-mercy coines with a 
Bodi- 
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fly Repentance and Fatih: As Jo 15+ Rept oe 
ther, fore, and be converted, that your ſins #1 ry be bit 
red 0:1, when the times of ref#-ſhing ſhall com? fron 
uy preſence of the Lord, "AQ 19. 43+ To Him (name: 


, to Jeſus) do al? the Prophets witneſs, that thro! | 


ki name, whoſycver b-licverh in him, ſhall receive 
milſion of ſins, Now, it after Niercics Gol gives1s 
Hearts to -pent and helieve, we may certainly | 
concinde that tho.;e Mercies conc to ns from the 
love of God. 
We _—_ 
Enieavours 


PP, 
[ 


hard 1 1N QUT Pravers 3, anc } Defires, a a 
r carthly Mercics, When We Wail 


them ; whereas onr Souls ſhould follow hard atter | 
Col 2 LNem : P{al. 63. 8. & 31. 2J%s In every 


Oct NANCE, rt? IIROSE, Duty, Providence, 11 ere: 


ry _ OV ooh IC 1: ; the Love 'of God in it, tharuur 
50 ; ſhoul [ i Toi ft l 0 a5 —_ vid dd, Pu. *% 
1,2, 3, by j1l) rhr([Pett \ ft ry Cod, for the living Gol: 


W 
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17a), $4 I . T2e, tice, [91 ſ. ny {0 114l long Cl th fors 
; + longed | or God's Ordinances too, but - chicfly, 
ir God in them. So ſhould we cry, © 1ealth, 
* and -v7% Cy anc LIDCrty, and Ucliverance with 
thi ſelr, Lord, and with thy Love :; Peace and 
 Penty with thy {.ove, Lor'), not without 17. 
ter Dc Wichonce Ttheie Mercies thin without the 
love 0; God in them | Firie 21, Neep y9ur ſelves 
; the love of Col : + Gal, 2, 25, Pal. & rt 
25 ( Frienils, Ea'c, Tc.) encreaſe, ſet 9" 30ur bearts 
(za, bat on Gol in them. 

To loox through,and beyor:l, ard above 2 Mer- 
F, unro the ci of that Niercy, 13 a Mercy in 
hat Mercy, ani a choice one (305 for none but 
ods Chojen cnes can do it: And io todo, argues 
noch Grace and mach Comraunion with God, 
3 J%, I, 2. Lc: ; look up , louk UN TO Go4 in 
/ our Mercies 2: Stay not on the Mercy, be not 
tent with the ontward Mercy, for that is but 
the Shell, but look up to Cod, ani long to fee 
ad taſte Lis Love in it, for that is the Kernel, 
bs Love in Chciics, feed on that by Faith, Love, 


[Meditation. 


O, let ns labour to Have Gol m a!) our 
[Thoug] its; for, to look ty, love, a id IVC wpen 


Creature-comfert: me: yy barely, cnly, 15 but to 


lve upon yn, Aſhe:, Wind and Va city's 
ae no Bread for the Souls 1/2. 55. 2. Fja!, 142.6, 


l os " IRIS Po . I 7 p 
| I ſtretch | forth m7 Fo Mad HONEY BEG "mM ] $4 tral 's. bj * 


ter thee, as 4 thi:1iy land. 

When we tatt > 2nd ſe the earthly Com'orts w2 
tave, if we can allo taſre aad (ec the pon har 
In the m, Wz + 2j0y a double fiveernels, an outward 
___ nwar 1. a viſible and an —_— { weet- 
refs ; Oh, what ſweetneſs then may we talte * for 
| th Faith and Senſe are fed at once, Ant! we 

nay 
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may further know, that any Mercy coincs to us 
in Love, when our Souls are the better for that 


Mercy, more endeared to Go:l, and more enlar. 


ged after God, , 

3}. We muſt labour to uſe and enjoy al! our 
Mercies tor God, for his Honour and Service, as 
was hinted before. This is God's end in giving 
them, and it ſhould be ours in uting them. 1 Cor, 
10. 31. Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever ye dy, 
do all to the glory of God, This great End ſhould 
always be minded by us. 


We ſhonld judge al that good that leads us nea- 


rer to-God, ani all that evil that draws us farther 
from him : Prov. 16. 4. The Lord hath made allthings 
for bimſelf. We have loſt moſt of our Comforts 
tor want of this, to wit, our not enjoying them in 
God, and for God, and God inthem: We fced on 
them, but not on God in them ;, and this pro- 
vokes God to remove them, and to taxe away 
our beſt outward Mercies from us ; even his Goi- 
pel, for our not uling it, and not improving it for 
God, and for contenting our ſelves bareiy with 
it, without God in it : Bare Ordinances, bare 
Duties, without God in them, arc but dry Breafts, 
without Milk, which Souls may iye upon all their 
days, and ftarve and periſh notwithſtanding,it they 
meer not God in them, 

But now, if we thus eye and look unto God, 
and ſeriouſly mind the inviſible eternal God, we 
ſhall hereby be ſweetly ſupported under all our 
Troubles, For, 

1ſt, This will take out the gal! and wormwood 
of our Troubles, which is our inordinate love of 
the Creature ;, for there is no immoderate Sorrow 
for the loſs of any thing, but of that which was 


tordinately loyed ; So that if God had had our 
Hearts 
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tarts and Aﬀections, when we had our Crea- 
re-Comforts, he will have them much more 
jen they are removed ; for God remains the 


\ne 11, every way as full, an4 as All-ſuffcicnt 


ſupply and lupport us : So that it we had lived 
yn God the Fountain when we had the Ciſterns, 
2 ſhall live more immediately upon him when the 
{ys are broken, and ſhall then have our Com- 
t5 more pure, and more refreſhing, 

And this is not all; but it we be truly gracious, 
will grieve us to the very Heart,when our carth- 
Comtorts are gone, that we ſet our Rearts to 


«ch upon them, that we minded and loved them 


\much, and lived fo much upon them, and that 
:lived ſo little upon God in them, and enjoyed 
little of God and his Love in them; and this 
11 be the Sting and Burthcn of our Souls then, 
it now, to live on God and his Love in our 
"oyments, will prevent this Trouble of Troubles, 
1 {apport us under all our Troubles, becauſe our 
a, and his Love, which we lived upon betore, 
main ſtill. God is everlaſting, and his Love 
hangable. The Foundation remains ; the 
ting of all our Mercies remains. But, woe and 
s! what Strangers are we to this living upon 
«, and his Love in Chriſt ? David lived en- 
ly upon God, Pſal. 73. 24, 25, 26. Whom bave 
n Heaven but thee ? and there 1s none upon earth thar 
khire beſides thee, My fl:ſh and my beart faileth, but 
alis the ſtrength of my beart, and my portion for 
uy 


ly, By this we may begin our Heaven upon 
nb out of Heaven, even in the Hell of the Trou- 
t5and Miſeries of this World; for this is the 
*) Happinefs of Heaven, to be continually with 
al, and to live upon God, that God may be al — 

as, 
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le upon that infinite Eountain of g99{n ind 
to live with Gn \n lo far a5 wee Can Rs Th 
upon God by taiih, Love, Me.iita! 100, Huly Con- 


”e . ; F ! ” . ; ” 
AQULNCE anu Depcndance, 0) RENT AG UN of 


% Q! ' 

ſelves and all cur concerns to hin, ivtar wr gre on. 
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reac ly: - The kit 0.497 of H.4UIR 6 TUO, tat) 
Lord. And, wh 4t - lup3 Oro WIll tals iz tO usin all 
OUT Aftliftions ! 

34ly, This is tac way to 10.2 noting Gf all our 
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ture, we {hall find in the Creator, 1! we enjoyel 
Goa In rye Cre: et CITES in Reactions, # NC, E:Tate, 


eds % i 294 _ 4 ”"Y - ! % 4 | 
Liberty, ticalth, &c. we may cnj3y Nw as \ell 
W1 vn th eit Creati L = COLL I Ort S «@ cc ''C SUL, « © anc l It ma! 
bc better than Þctore, tor the Eountain ic 


murer than the St cams, 

Al! the _—_ men, che 1;nall comfort, the (l:nder 
and ithort [: Station, t the lithe going lw.etnefs, 
hat we have in Or ;170Mm any C Eiture, Comes ngt 


_ all that enjoy the Creatire wonkl have chat 
zfort ancl COntent, Uh Þ4 !> Wet 4 LC & un. 
which we know 15 not {y; bir; many have had Clare 
Portions of th- buſt of the > CCAtures, that have 114 
no Comtort 61 CUNTCNTMENt em; Solomen him» 
elf is a \Witncls. 

But thar vccy :ittje Tomfort or Content that any 
one hath in the Creature, i 1; Afi, «6 22d derive 
to him th:01gh che Creature fron: © 64. ant trum 
him ation: It 'G ol pur {weetrels into on) alles 
co:nforr, zad bleſs 1 It £6 11%, It voncks D. "Yes £35! 
it He convey any gou l; men I CONTERY £9 US EN 1641 
any Creaturc-ch anc W. Lal ba. 2 it, nar it! 
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and with-hold his Blefing, it will yield us no cone 
tent at ail, 

This is a moſt exprrienc'd Truth, That it is 
Gof's Love, his Bleſſing in a Mercy, that is The 
Mercy - 2 an x it 13 that only which brings any Com- 
fort or Content to 1s that have it. 

What Content hail A4k:b in his Kingdom, or 
FHamin wn his Henour ? Surely none at all, 
Prov. 10, 22, The blejſirg of 0 on it maketh rich, 
und be ad4.4s no ſorrow with ir. The B L:ſſmg of the Lord 
nikerh the Poor in this Worl by rich, and” with this 
Being comes 10 Sorrow, as ther e doth with all other 
Bleſſings, This is the Bl: ang that g 2005 With The 
Bl. ſfng, the inward Bleſſing thar goc3 with the 
outward Blejjing, whether lis tle or much, the love 
of God 1s in it to his People; and that maxeth rich, 
that contcats the Soul, ani yields ſweernets to it; 


;aad this Contenrment 15 the Bleſſing, ang” 


which Godlin: js it fcif 1s not Gazn, Now, when th 
otward Bleinng 35 gon2, the Creature- Hieſfing 
zone, the i ys Bei: 1n May. be continued ; the 
Love of God, ani inwari! Contentment may he 
—_— Who the Cabinet 1s worn Out, the 
ſwel may be as good as ever: And it this con- 
ine with vs, namely, the B'efing which is the 
Love of Gia], it that remain *ownrds us, when the 
OueWat v1 Bie{t2n; 715 taken away, wa? have no cauſe 
& Diſnuierment, But this rema ns always to the 
ue Chriftian ;, for it is Co's Covenant, which 
annot be broken. 7/:!, $9, 34, 35. My loving- 
lndaefs 1 mil] not witorly 1:2] 'e fron Fin, wor Ju oy my 
abfulnej3 1» fail : My coumnint will ] nat br2 th, &c. 
Oh, that we coull look more or the inv vifble 
ternal Bleſs, the flire Mcrcics of Diuvia, in 4d 
uroutward BK ing » Which rc:n2ins when all the 


Vitte 


+ 4. 
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viſthle temporal things are gone, Yea, further, 
this inviſible everlaſting Blethng doth not only re. 
main with us, when all other Blelungs are gone, 
but (which is wonderful ) then, even then, our 
everlaſting Father doth uſually communicate and 
manifeſt more of his Love ( which is the Bleſſing 
indeed ) to the Souls of his People, than. when 
they had the enjoyment of their outward Ble{fings, 
When had Fekiet and Fohn ſuch glorious Viſions 
of God, but in Captivity and Exile? When Gol 
brings his People into the Wilderneſs, then he 
ſpeaks comfortably unto them, then he ſpeaks to their 
Hearts, #c/. 2. 14. as in the Wilderneſs, in the 
abſence of Creature-comforts, the Spouſe leanson 


her Beloved, Cant. $. 5. fixcth her Loves and De- - 


4ires moſt intimately and heartily upon him; ſo, 
ev2n then, her Belov2d manitefts moſt of his tender 


loveto her ; and when the World trowns, he ſmiles, 


UPON ICT, : 

Sy that this looking up to God in all our Enjoyments, 
lving upon Him, and enjoying all in him, and for 
rim, will wonderiully ſupport us under all our 
Trouble, becauſe by this means we ſhall loſe no- 
thing, but what we loſe in the Stream, we ſhall 
Kad in the Fountain ; what we want in the Crez- 
tare, we ſhall find in God; yea, and in all our lol- 
fes for Chriſt and his Truths, we are affurcd to 
have an hundred fold; Matth. 19. 29. 

So much for the firſt Counſel, Look tro Gel in al 
Cur Enjoymerts. 


T1. The ſecond Counſel : Refign up your wills er- 
tirely to the will of God in all your Afiitions, It is | 
an Argument of an excellent Spirit, when all Seit- 
reſpetts are drowned in the Will gf God, andthere 


I 
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r, nothing loſt therein, for our beſtſafety is in the 
re- - Will of God; our Happineſs is more in God than 
ne, in our ſelves, and His Will is infinitely better than 
Jur | OUS. 
nd We may be ſure of this, that a man ſhall never 
ing | have ſetled Peace and Comfort, until he have 
1en + cordially committed and reſigned up all his Will 
25, and Way, all his Concerns, and Intereſts, and 
ons Ends to the holy Will of God. P/al, 37. 5, 7. 
704 Commit thy way unto the Lord : truſt alſo in him, and 
he te ſha'l bring it ro paſS. Reſt in the Lord, and wait pa- 
xeir tiently for kim, Prov. 15.3. Commit thy works unto 
the the Lord, and thy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 
50n It is the — of Wills, Ends, and Intereſts 
De- . that begets all the Stirs and Troubles in the 
ſo, Hearts of Men. GOD will have his Will, and 
der Man will have his : It is the communion of V/ills, 
iles,, Hearts, Intereſts, and Ends, that is that fellowſhip 

! that a Creature hath with its Creator, 
ms, It is the Intercſt and Honour, the Dignity and 
for Duty, the Comfort and Quiet, the Heaven and 
our Happineſs of a Rational Creature to be what God 
no- vill have him be, to do what God will have him 
ſhall do, to want what God will have him want, and tv 
rez- luffer what God will have him ſuffer ; to be wholly 
loſ- the diſpoſe of God, as our Lord was; Mut wy 
4 to mill, but thine b? done. ; 

This is true Chriftianity indecd, true Self-dental, 

n a) Matt, 16. 24. Tobeno more our own, nor at 

dur own diſpole, but to be entirely ar the Will of 

God, is the way to true Comfort ; Pſul, 142. 5. 
5 er Trow art my refuge, and my portion in the land of the 
It is leing, 
Selt- 
here M 2 Now 

15 
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Now, if we would thus look unto the inviſible 
God, and reſign up onr wills to his will inall things, 
in order to our ſupport and comtort in all our 
AfﬀiQtions, we muſt carefully obſerve thei 
things : 

ii, We muſt really look unto, and heartily 
own God's abſolute Dominion over, and his Pro- 
priety in all things: He is the Lord and Owner 
of all his Works; Fob g. 12. He taketh away, wiy 
can hinder him ? who durſt ſay to him, What doeft thou? 
Ha. 45.9. He 1s the Potrer, we are the Clay; He 
;z+ the Creator of all things, and therefore the 
truce, only, and rightful Owner of all things : 


Ezek. 18. 4. All ſouls are mine, faith God; and all ® 


Creatures are his. Hof. 2. 9. And we are none 


of our own, 1 Cor, 6. 20, Whether as Creatures " 


or Chriſtians, our Souls, Bodies, Goods, all are 
God's, upon all accounts ; It we did not look on 
thoſe earthly Comforts too much as our own, we 
ſhould not grieve tco much for the loſs of them, 
Now, we own God's Dominion and Propriety 
in all things, when we thankfully receive any Crea- 
ture-comfort from him, and filently ſubmit to hs 
diſpoſe of them. T/al. 29. 9g. 1 was dumb, faith 
David ;, and quietly ſurrender them up to God 
when he calls for them; as Elz, 1 Sam, 2. 18, 
2ly, We muſt really and heartily look unto and 
own God's Righteouſncels in all his Diſpenſations 
towards us, though never ſo hard, bitter, and 
pinching to the Fleſh, yet God is righteous in all, 
By terrible thirgs in righteoujneſ$ wilt thou anſwer ws, 


2 God of our jaluation. Dan. 9. 14. Righteous an ' 


Shou, O Lord, Pal. 145. 17. The Lord js righteowin 
el bis ways, and boly in all tis works, 
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New we own God's Righteouſneſs in all our 
\fiftions, when we diligently enquire to find out 
he why and the wherefore of all God's dealings 
ih us ; We ſhould reaſon thus ; The righteous 
God afflicts me; then certainly I muſt enquire 
#er the Caunle, and the End ; Lam. 3. 40, Let s 
#;rch our hearts, an4 try our ways. God 1s rightcous, 
i have deſerved this Affliction. Hereupon we 
nuft ſearch for our Sins, confeſs them, hate them, 
urn from them; and then this Confideration 
#leth and fatisheth our Minds under God's cor- 
ting Hand ; It is the righteous God that 
mites, 

2ly, We muſt look nnto and own the Faithful- 
refs of God in his Chaſtiſements of vs : When 
He blaſts our Earthly Hopes, kills our Creature- 
comforts, takes away our dear Relations, deprives 
is of Health, Eaſe, Liberty, Name, Eſtate; yet 
'Ke is faithful; Pſul. 119. 75. In faithfulneſs thou 
kſt affiited me. God hath put chaſtiſement for Sin 
nto his Covenant, Tſal. 39. 31, 33- and hath 
womiſed to with-hold no good thing from his 
People, Pſal. $4. 11, Now God ſees and knows 
thzt Chaſtiſements are good for his People, and 
hall work for their good, therefore in very faith- 
fulneſs he doth correct them, to perform his Pro- 
nife, and tulfii his Covenant, Oh, that we could 
zricuſly look to this Faithfulneſs of God, and be- 
fere, that while He is alfifcting and chaſtifing us, 
Ke is but making good his faithful Promiſes to us, 
t would mightily ſupport and uphold us : Butthis 
$ our Unhappineſ, that in Affliction we are apt 
0 judge the quite contrary, a2d to think rather 
that God is executing his T hreatning upon us, and 
that breeds Trouble to us, Little do we think, 

M 3 that 
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that when God trips us of this or that outward 
Mercy, and lays his correcting Hand upon us, 
that now He is in all theſe Aﬀfiictions but perfor- 
ming his Promiles to us, that He is doing us good 
by theſe, and accompliſhing all his ſweet, good, 
and £racious ends upon us ;, and that by theſe Af- 
fictions He is preparing us for that far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory. Oh, could we but 
believe this, and att our Faith upon God's Faith- 
fulneſs, it would help us cheerfully to bear all our 
Affictions. Lord, encreaſe our Faith, 

4/y, We muſt look unto and own the infinite 
Mercy and tender Compaſhons of the invilible 
eternal God, in all our Affittions: God 1s the F:- 
ther of Mercies, a God of tendcr yNiercies, of tender 
Bowels, bis Mercy endureth for ever ;, Ris tender 
Mercies are over all his Works, and much more 
over his ſpecial Workmanſhip, his own Children, 
whom He hath begotten and formed tor himſelt: 
He is gracious and merciful, Exod. 24. 6, 7. Plente- 
ous in Mercy ; His Mercies are a great depth 5 
Fury 15 not in Him towards his poer Children, 
Ja, 27, 4. but Pity and Compaſkon; T/.:1, 103.12, 
Eu Compaſſons fail net, Lam. 3. 22, 23, 24. 1here 
is no revengeful Paſhon in the moſt holy God; it 
is He that puts Bowcls of Mercy and Compaſhon 
into his Creatures, and then ſurely Me i3 full of 
crcy himſelf; Be is rich in mercy, and of gre:t 
iove, Ephej. 2. 4. and ful] of Mercy. Tie 
Lord takerh pleaſure in them that fear him, in themihat 
Ep: in his mercy, Pſal. 147. 11. Bekoid, the ey? of 
the Jord #s upon them that fe:r im 5, upon then 
that hope in ku Mercy , Pial. 23. 13, Let us a 
Faith en the Mercy or Gol, 


-ty,We 
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ly, We muſt look unto and own the Omnipv- 
tency and All-ſatticiency of rhe invitible eternal 
God, Gen, 17, 1, Jan th almighty Gol, REV. 1. 8, 
The only Creator of all things out of — . 
He can create S21v; ation and Deliver? nce :, {/ae 
þ. 5. 57,19, Gd bing Al-ſuthcient, can ne- 
rer be at 2 lo{s, nor to feox of ways to help his 
Peopie in fiſtreſs, He hath infinite ways of his 
own for heiping us, cither immediately from him- 
ſelf, or by rai: Tang uu other means (and thoſe it 
may be very unliketv, yea, cc ntrary)1 t0 deliver us 
God is moft henoured by us when ws fee nothing, 


but ratncr all contrary to that we look for, Re- 
tage failing irien «5, if M, rtleatrt laiting, then, 
4 , 


to ſhut oar. Eyes oF all C —7eamure- NC, andl lock 
altog2ther on Got's Aldſufficirn'y, and oniy reiye 
on that, God can convey himielf more comtor- 
tably to us, whea He pcatetn, without means, 


' than Dy means. 


Tis our eyingand 17 God's Alwipghtines 
and Ail-ſufficicncy, Wit WOrE it us an b:ly awe and 
fitz] t2zyr of Him ; Who would not icar fuch a 
God? Trke 12, <. And aito 0K Wit Dreecs an holy 
confidence in hin : 7 fl. Y. 10, 24. V _ Lzom thy 
rams will pus their truft in thee « for thou, Lord, bat 
_ Taken them t2at ſcek ther, © Omy Soul, look: 
* vp to God's A! ſuficirny, re can in.a moment 
* torn ty Dat x11c;< 3473 L1Snt, thy Sorrow into 

s 2 
; 


* Joy; He can maze ry Boncs live; He that 
* breat3 can bing up 3 Fic <22t es Cat CLIVE. 
This is the beſt way to glorife God | my the day 
of onr Viſtation 5 to truſt i tim, and relye upon 
bim ; though He kill 27 oar Comforts, yet - to be- 


UEVe if © Can ! ' 4/ .He Cal - "OV 141 C! F QS! fa Af) Abra- 
han, f1 Pt. AE fm I, by 26 Yy OACCVET Our Cate De, 
| M 4 let 
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let us take heed that we deſpond not, nor caf 


away our confidence, but reſt upon God's Al. 


ſufficiency. Truft in the Tord for ever, for in the I, 
Febovab © everla iſtirg dr: meth, I:4. 26, 2. 2 —* 


» 39 
(it keep kim = fel peace, widoſe mind 7s ſiayed on 
th- E. beca! iſe he ve rr uſte th in thee, 


Ely, Let us cye an1 own the infinite Wiſdom of 


the invitible eternal God : Ke that ſends and or. 
ders all our Affiidtions, is the Wiſe God, the On- 
ty-wile God, the very Fountain of all Wiſdom : 
1 7/m.1.17, He ſhews his Wiſdom not only in 
his general Providence governing the whole 
World, but in all his ſpecial Providences towars 
his People, and that in refpect of their AfPitti- 
ons, tor, 

1. God knows b<ft how to order our AFitions 
to us, and that (1.} az to Lime, when to ſend 
fam 5, (2.) as to Kind, what fort of Afliion to 
bend 2.) as to Meaſure, how much ro tea ; 
(4.} as to Duration, how long to continue them : 
a. 2, 1C. and to what end and purpole, He is 

ft wiſe God, 

”; {32 knows beſt how to ſunpo; t and comiort 
his People under al their Atilictions, an:1 whea to 
comiort them; He knows their Frame ; He 
knows the;r Souls in Adverſity ; He KNOWS their 

Need and their 5trenzth ; an hath regard to all 


ts o 2 C 07, i; 1s tC 35 the Gull of 4 2/4 cur [clie 
1191, 

2, Re know? | Be ſt when to deliver 4 even then, 
when it ſhall make moR for his own Or Vy, and Ris 
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| 
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4, Re knows beft how to make Afitions work 
noft tor our good ; how to bleſs them, and to 
nake them Blcfings to us, that we may have caulz 
0 bleſs him for them, 

Now, we cye and own the Wiſdom of God in 
car Atflictions, when by the conſideration of it 
xe are kept from maligning and fretting ar the 
aftruments or Cauſes of our Atfifions, ſaying in 
our Hearts and Tongues, Let Shimei curſe, les 
Enemies perſecute and plunder, &c, All theſe are but 
Words, Staffs, Rods in our moſt wiſe and loving 
father's Hand : Thett Loſles, Sickneſſes, 5c. do- 
but execute the Will and Wiſdom of God; and 


'vhen we make no haſte to get out of our Trou- 


bles, nor uic any unlawtul means, but quietly and 

contentedly reterr all to the Zoly Will and Wijdom 

of God;, and when we can wait with Patience upon 

Cod, and fray his time, and hupe in Him only 

for an happy iffue 5 reſigning up our .Wils to his 

Wil and Wiſdom, to do with us, to diſpoſe of us, 
andl of all our Comorts, as He pleaſeth ; By fv 

loing we ſhall be tweetly ſupported under al our 

[roubles. © Lori God, of thy abundant Grace, 
* and by thy Almighty Power, work in. 1s this 
« bleſſed frame, and Eeep us in it 117 Death, that: 
* thou maiſt be glorified by us, 

7/77, and laſtiy, Let us cye and own the love and 
roodnets of God in all our Athittions : We are apt 
to look moſtly to the Anger and Difpleaſure of 
God in our 7 roubles, whici indeed we ought ie 
te ſenitble of, aint deeply aftetted with, b:cavſe 
ve have honcd againtt Him, and therefore vuzht 
Ve Daticntly t9 bear the Clues of his indignatiun,g 
Mic, 7. 9. and to lumile our {elves wmnter his 
welty Han, ft pert of, ang trix (rem .Gur.- 0-5 


% 
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ways, Lam. 3. 40, This we muſt do, but this is 
not all our Duty ;, but we muſt allo look upto the 
ove of God, and to his goodneſs, from which our 
Atflictions come ; Pal. $9. 33. Heb. 12. 6. Whom 
che Lord loveth be chaſtneth : Pal. 25. 10. All the 
paths of the Lord are mercy and truth. 

For, as our Afﬀi&tions have a bad Caule, as bad 
as may be, even our Sins. Lam. 3. Wherefore doth 
tbe living man complain, a4 man for the puniſhment of 
bis fins ? Yet they proceed from a good Root, 
even the Love of God : As many as 1 love, I rebuke 
and chaſten, faith our loving Lord }cſus, Rev. 3. 19, 
He loves when he takes, as well as when he gives, 
He takes in love; and this believed and conlide- 
red, will very much ſweeten every bitter Cup : 
The believing coniideration, that the love of our 
Father, the love of the Mediator 1s in every A{- 
Aion ; that every Cup that comes to us, pa[- 
ieth firſt through his Hands, who love. us, an1 
gave himſelf for us, (for through him are all things) 
this conſtderation will ſupport us ; Lord, encrea/e cur 
Faith, 

So much of the ſecond Counſe!, viz. To refgn 
up our Wills to the Will of God in all our Mije- 
Tits, 


INI, The laft Counſel to Chriftians, in order to 
their ſupport and comfort in their AfRiftions, 1s 
This ! 

Aim at Commun'on wich Gol, and Conj{ormity 19 
Lim in all your Adions : Look unto the invitble 
eternal God, ani labour for Communion with him, 
and conf61 mity ro him. Ic is conformicy to God 
tiat hrs us for communion with kim. The more 
reg iegrinty (Y hy, 16 lik holy FMiature, and £0 


*@*Y 


—_  ——_ 
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his holy Will, the more communion we ſhall have 
vith him; and the more we are like him, the 
more will he manifeſt him{elf unto us; and the 
more Fe Oy him, the more fellowſhip we thall 
have with' him, Fobn 14, 21, 23. 

And allo, the more communion we have with 
him,& the morc communications we have from him, 
the more conformable we ſoall be to him, and the 
more we ſhall be like him ;, 2 Cgy. 3. 13. Commu- 
non with Gol will transform and change us into 
tis Image more and more ;, and the more we have 
ot his lmage, the more picalure will he take in us, 
and the more delight will he take to communicate 
himſelt to us The more hioiv, h-avcnly, hum- 
ve, meek, parien: lo Ng, mctrci:ul, peaceable we 
are, the more like tim w2 arc 5, and the more = 
are like him, the more of his v2 and ſites will 
ke continually work in us, ani maui unto us. 
This is the Lite 07 truc Rel gjonz this ro live the 
Life of God, to live in communica with him, pan=- 
ting and longing after CO aſtant I: Due! es and 


Communicati Os Of hi 5 Lie 3 vO} irit, 1LLOVC X Cirace, 
Peace , and Com” Ore from Mm 5 "LNG E111Ng nu 2, 
INrren. ring, [THY] (0: OUT TIEAFES an ' YN f h IN, 
try — % + } I {T, 
pending our beſt thoughts, dUcitres, aZettions, 
b _ 5 WF > "i R nes 
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Etzrnal Son of God, and thiuugh the —_ 
© cal >pirit, that we muſt ma ke all our Addrefſc 
unto, and expect a7 Communications of ond 
+ x1 71» 

1. UNTIL, 


=. */?} _ 

it 13 Chriſt alone Vit maſt bring God and the 
af PTY « "= © ey / v7. - 
&. 119; Ti gether . Ty C h, fl \ 6 aIC reconciled ry him, 


T - bas wie a. PR I "TR ths . 
: Z + + . y \ L1 31000 . k LJ LIL 4 % 3 2 C Or. 0 Ly. 
Li bs 2+. DL Deng raconciicd to God by him, 


! ' - , »,1 


We Rave 1Cacc With Gy.!, and then have Commu- 
n1o2 Wi him. 

In Ch:ift,- Cot's Nature b2coincs lovely to us, 
an:] Dus to Vt, otherate there is an atter Enmi- 
ty betwixt his Pure and our wnpure Nature, 
Chrift hath. make wup the vaſt guilt berween God 
anus; [7 Arti of tore 019% lis the way, Pal, 
I 19. Jalt. 

Aru at, and thick afrer Communion with God 
in Ck-/ſ;, in ail your receipts of Mercics from him, 
and in all your rerarns of Nuty to him: Pray 
and pant, -that a!l that you receive from him may 
com? to you irom his'Luve in Chriit, Oh, that 
this kiercy, that this Atniction, may proceed {rom 
God's Eatherly Love in hrift ;etus ! fo in all your 
APProzcncs fo God, in Vriunanccs cnt Datics 
Pray and pan. aitzr Communion V1.1 God mn 
Chriit; Oh, that 3 may meet with God in this 
Ordinance, an! in this Duty ! without which 
we ©: ul not be fithhed in any. 


, oo bY" * 4 ww, L Ss V9 "P * I? | # <S%>4 « 7 & r( | #4 Til 
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fer God ;, to lee Go ['s Power, and love, ant 
r1cc in Ordinanies, So Pj] /, 42. 1, 2. My foul 
*ftzth for God, for the living Ged, This is the 
arrow and farnc fs of Gol's "Ordiaa ances, and thiz 

; that will latis <fle the Soul theret "2 th15 15 the 
hing that onr Souls ſhould long and breath at- 

that we miy have ſights, ſweet fighrs of the 
awifible eternal God in Chrift, in Ordinances and 
Duties, and taits of his love and goovdnels in 
hem, 

An gti have Communion with God in onr 
Mercics, we ſb:ll be able 1h:n;fully to receive them 
nd fnir} uy to improve them tor God : And allo, 
xe ſhall be enabled patiently and co1:0rtab!y to 
xar 41 our Attictions, and profitably to improve 
tem. 

Now, if w2 would have Communion with God 
\in Chriſt, we muſt look well to thele things, viz. 

17, We muſt labour to be pure in Freart, for itach 
Bare pure in Heart, and they only, ſhall fee Gol , 
God in his Son, God ia his Ordinances, in | is Pro- 
wences, and in Glory at laſt, If we regard Tai- 
quity in our Hcarts, Gul wiil not hear our Pray- 
ers, nor afford us any Commuaton with him 
Itte 5. S. A hy Recart 1s a nzw Heart, an Heart 
parged by the Bloo-l of C':cift from the guilr of 

In, ail purinc | | by his Spirit 5 , Ats 15. 9. An 
Heart renewe:l ani ft actifel » A ſing}, tincere, 


un, . 1 ' % 1 we M4 = PIPER - 
and u JW $431 > &% Irs » 4 t1at ul fn a l 5 Pri 114 $9.3 The 
| ll ton 2 ! Der ont wa I \FrR 
WANT v91 It, FIG 14 vt Ts Go & v Fn POT þ! Co 
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the Love 07 Go:!, Faith m GG: an Chritt, Chiik 


t:m2d there, the Ima.;e of GM ftamy? i there, 
the King-lom of God {ot up thre : Dice 
the t1 *12 Pring 1ples of Purity of Heart nd 'S 
ad allo a an cart f:t an4 bear by the Ruks if 
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God's pure Word, that pure Rule 5 and that 
afterh for pure ends to plealc God, to bring 
Glory to him, to do goo!l to others, and to en, 
God in our Salvation : Such may expett (weer 
Communion with Gol, 2 Cor. 6. 16, 17. the Lord 
C3041 Almighty will wa! tk 444 dw:ll with ſuch, 
21y, We muſt labour to be poor in :learc, poor 
n Spir it, Mit. 5.3. broxen in Heart, contcite in 
SPiric, 1/1. 57. 15, O, the wondertui condefcen. 
fion or the high and jotty 072 , Who dwell-th in 
the Heavens ” thar He ſhould it50p {ov low, as to 
awell in the broken Heart, to revive [uch Hearts, 
luch Spirits 5 O, the Revivings ot Gcll, they are 
Soul-/arisfying thing3: "The Contlatians of Gol 
are not ſmall; iZavpy inie<d are thote Souls in 
= mn the grcat ain [ gly FiOUs Goa Ave!” S, Fx! 1% Td 
ouls thar arc the remple or th holy God, -abi- 
— m3 of God by thc Spirit 5, 1 Cor, 2. 16, Epb, 
2. 22, 1/1, 65, 22 Toth man will God look that 
15 poor, and 0* a contrice Spirits, ani C ol. 10URS 
on {ich are ſweet looks, 1.0ve-looks , fach 'T.ll 
4 much communion with Go4 and Chriſt, for 
rl Lt was ſent to bin:l up the brok-u beart:4, Luke 
n 13 


What 4 CO mM: orta' = ſupport 1s this to a poor 
aSFicted Chriitia: 1, that is poor in this World, de- 
{t::ute of i'r}; o_ | rp earthly Comſorts, rcſtr: ained 
ny {hat oy be Prifon, oy OtNerWie coninid to 

c_—_ r Or :1ck-bei, an hes os IS poor 0 Spree 
15 CONLEnRt IN this condition 2 Yetne, in this his 
Celvlate comntiftion, Ram i 6A; > Co. "nuoion with 
the great God; he may ny the bl Td an wet 
Comnany of the Loca 37s fy day ant by night, 
even when Lover ani £745 t 15 par far from vie 
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4er is with him, his dear Lord and Redeemer, his 
jxet Saviour and loving Husband is with him 
1. 25. 15, 16, 17. Þ/ai, 102, 17, He will regard 
% prayer of the d:ſtirute, and not deſpiſe their prayer, 
Þ will never leave them, nor forjake them, Yea, 
'e will then {peak moſt comfortably to their poor 
ouls, #of. 2. 14. He will ſpeck to their Hearts ; 
# knows their Souls belt in Adverfity, and their 
ouls know him beft then: Jeſus Chrift will then 
ty them his Love, and maniteft it unto them, 
ad ſupport them. 

aly, Jt w2 would have Communion with God 
1every condition, we muſt labour to be upright 
1Heart : Pſal, 125, The Lord 1s nigh unto chem 
1at call upon him in truth ; they ſhall have Com- 
1nion with him ; Ze Joverh truth tn the inner 
arts  #e that walke:h uprightly ſhall dwell in God's 
wbernacl?, and abide in his holy hill, Tyjal. 15. 1,2. 
God hates Aypocriſie: Oh, the guile and falſhood 
if our hearts, let us bewail it, and cry to - God 
ith David, Make my reart found in thy lates, 

aly, Be heavenly in heart, bc heaven!y-mantled ; 
ch ſhall have ſweer Communion with God ;, fach 
$ have their Converſation in Hetven, have converſe 
vith God, PFil. 3. 20. We mult be very waich'n!, 
tar the World do not lye roo near our hearts, 
tor lodge roo long in our hearts, tor that wit 
ral away our hearts from God, ani hinder our 
(Communion with him : We mutt take hee, that 
var hearts be not at any time over-charge. 
vith the Care: of this Life, but lot os Jabour 
'0 keep the 30:14 ana our Hearts ainnicr ;, tor 
thoſe things that ate vitkie and tenporat, will 
trken our tight of God, it we let thein into our 
Karts 5 and they will drive God out of gut twarie, 


by 


nt 
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if we entertain the inordinate love of them, 
Covetouine!s is Idolatry, becaule it {ets up the 
Creature tora G01 1n the Heart ;, 1 Fob 2, 14,15, 
He that Ioverb the world, the 19ve of the Father # not 
in kia, Keep 2 _ Watch then againit this 
preſent evil World, an:l fuffer it not to gt into 
vour Hearts, it you n= 141Ntain your Cominy- 
n:0N With Gzd in Ciriſt, 
ly, Pe. much in the afltinz of Faith, Love, 
wi foy in the Lorl ; Lc much in praling 
; By the exerciſes 0! tlicle graces w2 enjoy 
rh and Go4 commanicates himielt to uz. Oh, 
labour to hive 1n the hvcly exerci'e of Faith : 


= 


cr Wor 1a the ticart by taith 5, Fphb. 3. 17, 
Cal, 2. 29, Labour i b<lieve the Love ot Gold 
n Chr riſe to FORT >0U1S, 13 g1ving his Son tv ne a 
Sin-oftcring tor us; #3 2+ 15, 2Core 5. 21, And 
tliis believing It will warm ani ena. your 
Ecarcs with Loves to God again, and to you may 
cnoy much [wect Communion with God aut 
Chrilt Fon 14. 21, 23. 

11 the Attings of our Love to God we ſhall 
mCc:t with more hb4ani cftations of Go1's Love to 


» 
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God and Crit, and give them cur Loves, there 
124 theo will Galt = Chriſt o12n their Hearts 
to ns, an:| give us tnezir Loves; Cant. 1. 2, 3 
& Can. 7. 1%, Ile There is a murugi Mani:c:ta- 
t:on of Lore to cach other 5 no Love is 39;t he- 
tween Chriit and his Spoule 3 I7 a:y mar Cp:n 10 
Laff $ ith As 1:T ) J " AN 7. 3:77; J ſup 
Wt £011, dit Þ? Wii m2, Fete. 2. 13. NOW, [;y 
$ SG EATTSL I 4 r * $f it 'B , , \ » QC hs i IO 
Chritt; hes always reidy 79 cone in ; 01 you 
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&y, Be very watchful : Watch, and keep your 
rrts with all diligence, Prove 4.23. Take heed 5 
x not the Worli nor Vain Thoughts lodge there. 
ſake heed of wandring' from Ged;, watch your 
rords, watch your fteps;, take heed, grieve not, 
nench not, rclift not the Holy <pirit t, for by 


- 


im Cot communicates himiclf to your Souls 5 


arcfully obſerve all his Morions, and ftill beg his 


fiſtance in all your Duties, and reſt upoi his 
lid, without v- hich you can do nothing. 

Tly, An laſtly, It we would maintain our 
communion with God, (winch 1s our Heaven upon 
frth) we mult look well « *0 our whole Conrveria- 
jon, that that be ordere4 aright, for to ſuch 
al will ſhe bis ſatuation, Plal, 50. 23. God looks 
vr a well- order” d Conv -rfation, a Life order'd 
y the Rule of his Word, {ctting narrow Steps to 


qur Feet, 1-oking ſtr2! oht on, wot turning aſd 10 
te rig be or lefr band, P, "OV. 4+ 25, 26, 27. nor 


micks; 1 ly deprrting from 54s way, Plal. 18, 21, 22,23. 
hut to bs rightcons, mt, honeſt, fairhfal, uP- 
nght, Charitable in 211 our de aling 25 with Men, 
nd carefully performing all cur Dut:-5 to GOD 
nd Man in finglene!'s ani int: grity o? Heart, 
This i5 a well-order'd Converiation. 


Atfo, in our Conreriation, we muſt mind two 


ti 
t; Ngs h 


' 1. That we have no & Nowhip with the ws 
muitcul V/orks of Darimeſs, Epheſ, 5. 11, that 1 
iomore than nced 5, no yu timate Camiliar ity : __ 
Communion with them, leit thereby we Joſe Our 
Communion with God , no more Communion 
wh the Wicked tian Picty, Charity, anc 
Ne- 
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Necethcy will allow. Too many hare loſt Com- 
munion with GOD, by their 200 Intimate 
Communioa with the Wicked le Away jrom ms, 
laith holy aud, all ye workers of Int uty. 


2. That we break not Tellow/hip with, nor Withe 
draw Commanion iroin the : Peop! le 0! (304, from 
thoſe that bear his Imayze, although Citering 
trom us in ſome circnmftances. In the Commy- 
no8 Or Saints we may have Communion with 
God 5 T/, 16. 2, God is among his People, 
he walks mn them, and dwells in them. Our 
Love muſt be not only to thoſe of our own 
Opinion, but to all Saints and profeſſing Clyi- 
ttizns, nc muit hold Communion with all thoſe 
with vwhum we may charitably judge, that Chrift 


J 
holls Communion ; were this well mine, it 


would do much to heal our fad and finful Brea» 


ches Ach, 10s 24, £5. 


An thus we have ſeen, how chat our looking 
mio 11v11ble eternal thin, 5s, eſpecially unto God 
in Chriſt, and maintaining our Communion with 
them, we may be ſweetly burn up, and comfortably 
lupp ortedunder all cur Troubles, 


() Moſt boly, moſt merciful, moſt gracious 


Lord God, Father Almig": ), Ee my 
moſt loving and tender-bearted Father i 
my moſs La and ſweet phy ety Fejus 
Chriſt : [ render T hee my moſs h111916 
ana hearty Toanks and Praiſe, for le gts- 
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ing my days, and for ſupporting me 
ith toy Special Goodneſs, im this poor 
Fork ; for groing me ſometimes bours., 
metimes balf- Þours, and ſometimes days 
f ſome Strength and Eaſe, between thoſe 
navy ſad and painful D:ſtempers upon 
ne, /ance I began it. And I moſt kumbly 
eſecch thee to write theſe Truths on my 
Heart, and keep them there , that by the 
iſhſtance of thy good Spirit they may be 
fetual to ſpiritualize, raiſe, and fix my 
wr, cold, dead, caraal Heart upon thy 
leſſed Self In Chriſt ; and be pleaſed to 
yuchſafe me ages ſenſible, and «conſtant 
Communion with thy ſelf in Chriſt, for thy 
Mercies ſake, that thercby I may glorifie 
thee in this my day of thy Viſitation, and 
may be toroughly Tanltifi by, and com- 
furtably ſupported under all my Troubles, 
amen, 


T © 


Pe nm i ee. em. 


TO ALL AMY 


Chriſtian Friends 
BW. 


DARTMOUT H, 


Or elſewhere ; 


| That deſire to know the true ſtate of 
| their never dying Souls : In order 
to their making clear and ſure their 
Intereſt in the Lord Jeſt: ; Grace 
and Peace. 


E'ore T had finiſh the foregoing Treatiſe, 
there came to my hands, by God's good Pro- 


vidence, ſome Papers of very great con- 
cernment to all our Souls for Eternity, be- 
ngthe Conclufion of a Diicourſe by that Eminear, 
Learned, and Pious Szrvant of the Lord Jeſus, 
Mr. Fehr Flavel, whoie Worl:s praiſe him, and of 
whoſe Preſence and Labours, we that knew him 
by Face or Works, have continual cauſe to lament 
our Loſs; which Dilcourſe was from 2 Cor. 13. 5. 
CON- 
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concerning Self-examination about a. Man's Tate. 
reft in Chriſt : Which Papers when I viewed and 
reviewed, I bleſs God, I felt 'v much power in 
the Contents of them, and ſo much 1weetneſ;, 
that I thought not fit to cat my Morle's alone, 


but was ſtrongly impreſt to make them publick, /' 


which here by the conſent of his dear Rclations, 
I preſume to do, hoping it will awaken thoſe that 
did hear thoſe cloſe-trying Truthz, to be more 
exa(t in their trying Work, and may alſo excite 
others to due diligence in that ſo profitable and 
too much neglected Duty of Selt-examination, 
Thoſe Charatters in this will help us againſt 
Selt-deceiving: Do not read only, but pray ear- 


neftly for the Spirit's help, and do no longer de- , 


lay this Work, left thou he cut off before thy 
Work be done, and what will become of thee then? 
That this, with all other Kelns to thy Soul in the 
way to Heaven, may do thee good, 1s the un- 
teigned Prayer of tity unfeigned Friend, 


James Barawood. 


The Revercnd Author having preached many 
profitable Sermons on the 2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine 
your ſelves, wherker you be in the Fatth, Tc, in 
waich he indufirioufly and clearly ſhewed the 
neccflity of $2ii-examination, the nature of the 
Duty confiſtiag in a ſecret Debate of our eter- 
nal cftate and conditions within our own Þo- 
ſoms, wherein the Mind of a man ponders and 
weighs all that makes for him or againſt him, in 
an even Ballance. The Obje&t-matter of this 
Debate 15 things eternal, the eternal gr 
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\nents of his Soul, as likewiſe the manner of the 
xrformance of this Duty, with greateſt erioul- 
5 and ſolemnity ſetting the perfe&t Law of God 
xfore u3, and humbly imploring the ſpecial Al- 
itance of the Holy Spirit. Men are to debate 
heſe two things 5 1ſt, Whether they are in 
(hriſt, or in the ſtate of Nature : a great Que- 
tion indced, upon which hang all our Hopes of 
deaven, Chriſt in you the hope of glory, Col. 1. 27. 
ally, It we be ia Chriſt, what condition we are 
0, whether thriving in Grace, or decaying, In 
the firt of theſe Queſtions the painful Author 
ent many Exerciſes in the reſolving of, in lay- 
ng down , opening and an{wering eight ſeveral 
liſtin&t Rules of Iryal of a Saving Intereſt in 
Chriſt, with the ſeveral Objettions that poor 
doubting Souls might make againft themſelves ; 
thingz highly worth the publication, as I per- 


'cive by ſome imperfect Notes taken from him, 


which, becauſe I cannot attain tro a more exact 
Copy of them, T muſt omit them, the more is 
the pity : But for the ninth and laft Mark, I 
ind more full and pertett, and therefore only 
fer this one ro your conlideration, concerning 
Khich' hear his own words, 


As to this ninth Mark, of a S2ving Interef in 
Chriſt, I have this to ſay, That it the Lord ſhall 
dear but this one Tryal, I do not value what- 
ever Objections you have againſt any of the for- 
mer: This will undoubtedly ſpeak your Souls 
Intereſt in the Lord Jeſns, without any more 
ado ;, and as far as the Lord ſhall clear it to you, 
you may venture your Souls into Eternity up- 


0n it, 
And 
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Ar.d therefore try your ſelves by this, if any 07 
yygu be fincerely and tully relv! ved upon full con- 
viction of your ſinful and miſcrable frate by Na. 
ture, and the anſwerablenels of Chriſt to all your 
Wants , to let 0 all that hinders the enjoy ment 
of him, and embrace all that furthers the ear. 
nent of him. You nzed nor make any Þoubr gr 
Oneftion atter this, Whether Chriſt be you r*, Or 
you be his; Conſent is edential to Ma riage + 
there can be no Spiritual Marria Ze to Chri it, but 
by conient of the Will. Knowledge is efleatialto 
Conſent : > he that Goth not thick and know, can- 
not conſent. It you be therefore con/enting an 
willing to be Chriſt's upon his own terms, there 
remains no Doubt whet her Chrift be YOurs after 
that Conſent, 9). 3. 3. Tio ſhut be for me, ſo 
altg m:ll I be for th22, Chriſt FL ror Yun jt YJU DE 
for him ; Anil when the great Work of Conre:r- 
ſion is expreſt in Scripture, you find it exmreftuns 
der the Act of the Wills Conſent, in t12 119th 


Pjalm 2 Zo Thy Pc 'Opte | l; Ul b2 W1. its T 03? ki? 4.1 Y K try 


peer, in # 44 4:ttizs of Foitn?(s, from the woind of 
re It zorning + thou haſt th: d:w of th) youth, 'That 

, of thy >piricual Ot!) pri: 12 5 an this i: brought 
abciet by confenting ro take Chriſt unvn his own 
terms. Bur Beloved, dowe miſtake vour ſelves, 
1 am not abont to ſhafie over ſo great a con- 
cernment as this is rathly; I am wcll aware my 
own and your Salvation too 1s carried in the 
matter I am to diſcourke, ard therefore I re 
folve, in the Strength of Fe/:5 Cirift, ro be in- 


partially faithful be tween Got and zs, in this great 
matter. I would not for ten thonſzn l Worlds 2 
word ſhould drop from my Lips, to the rains 0! 
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- -zaySoul, nor yet to diſturb the Peace of any gra- 
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ous Soul, and therefore let me explain what 1 
ave £©o lay clearly, There are three things of 
ſolute nece{hry for the gaining of a ſolid Scri- 
xural Intereſt in Chrift, the two firſt Thope will 


: !yaſs current with moſt of us, yet ſome may ſtumble 


there, 


I. The firſt is this : There muſt of neceſhiry be 
z full and ſerious conviction of Sin and Miſery 
rithout Chriſt ; there's not a Soul that comes to 
him without ſuch a conviction : i he Spirit, when 


* he cometh, he ſhall convince the World of Sin 


1ad of Righteoutnels, Fohr 16. 9g. that's the Spt- 
it's firſt Work, and 'tis fundamental to all his 
After-works; And therefore you ſhall find in all 
the Converts in Scripture, the Lord has been deal» 
ng with their Underftandings firft, to convince 
them of their finful and miſerable ftate by narure, 
and the Lord Jeſus profeſſedly tells us, He came 
wt to call the righteous, but ſinners, to repentance. 
Convinced Sinners, not thoſe that think they have 
Righteouſneſs of their own; and that the whole 
tave no need of a Phyſician, but they that are 
ick : And it muſt needs be ſo, that Chriſt muft 
take his courſe, becauſe his Commilſion icads to 
it; Iſa. 61, 1, 2. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
ne, becauſe be bath ſent me to preach glad tydings 10 

the meek, to bind up the broken in heart, and proclaim 

liverty ro the captives, Theſcare the perſons upon 
whom Chriſt is to at the great work of Salvati- 

mM; they are ſaid to be ſuch as are bound with 

the ſence of Sin, ſuch as are broken hearted 

through the ſence of their Sin and Miſery : And 

vhen he invites Mea and Women —_ co him, 

N {ec 
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ſec how lie doth it, in the [ 1. Aatto, 28, Come un- 
ro 12 all tr4t are wary aud hextiy laden, and 1 will 
give you reſt : Thele are the perſons C! rift be tows 
himlelt «nil 50 that there muſt be ſuch a con- 
viction'of Sin and Miſery by Nature, as lea\ 
us without Hope, without Chriſt, I don't ſpeak 
of the degrees of ſpiritual Trondlz, on [ take 
this to be an un Jueſtionable Truth, that ſo much 
ok nes as uabottoms the Soul from Selt- 
ishtcouſne's and tale hopes, Is abſolutely ne- 
olary : > and before this is, there can bc no Mat ch 
berween Chrift and tie oro I: any man be 
marricd to his own Righteouſneſs, Lurtics, and 
Performances, that Soul hath nothing to do ar all 
with Chriſt; nor can that Soul be married t 
Chrift, for tis married to the Law, anotizer Hul 
hand; as you may {ee in the Sixth of the Rom 
re Apoſtle in that Chapter proves. to vs, that 
we can have nothing to do wich Chrift uncil 
we are *Myorced from our own Sclf-rizhicoul 
ne. That's the firkt rhing, and this, 1 hope, 
he 1 [ Lora harh wrought upon many tit are hore 
fore him; The Spirit 'of Tlumication hath been 
upcn as, ſhewing us' what milcrable Wretches we 
wcre, and firuck-Jown the FuundJatiua upyn which 
our Hopes were built betorc 
IL. The iecond thing that > to pais upon eve 
rv $ ou, in order to his Union with Chrift, is a 
tall Conviction of the /ntwerabicnels and 1 
1/5 that 1s in Jeſus Chrift, ro all the wants and 
'ritual neceffities of the Svu!, This you muſt 
ze, or you will never conſent ro oo ( hrift to! 
your Lord: Acts g. 12, Neither is twere joan 
Ef) other, jor th:re # r0ne Othor agus £17en 11 
H10d 
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Hetuin, whe revy we may be ſaved. Pere's your Re- - 
= $- Chri it, and none but Chriſt, can anſwer 
> Neccihties of my poor Soul, I am full of 
Gur, and the Ce 15 no Righteouſnels but in Chritt 
to jaſtine me; I am full of Filth, and there is no 
Holincts but in ( _— to ſantifhe me, To this 
Retuge therefore in Chriſt, God ſhuts up every 
| : Therciore you and in 

© {a1 1 ro he ſhut a) iimto tt & 
Far: So that we ice no other way in the 
World to cſcape Heil, bat at this Door, the Lord 
Jeſus, This allo, I truſc, the Lord hath made 
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to retreat, and call back our Conſent afterwards 
when we ſhall meet with ſomething in Religion 
that we did not look for, there muſt be a deli- 
beration of the Will, There be many men that 
hang berween willing and unwilling, they doand 
they do not conſent ; In ſome things they can, and 
in other thing; they cannot come up to the terms 
of the Goſpel, whin the Mind an4 Judgment 
of a poor Chriſtian hangs in a doubtful ſalpence, 
I would, and I would not > This I could cloe 
with, and That I cannot ; Here's the undoing 
of Men. And this was the caſe of Agripps, A'meit 
tou p:rſwalcſt me 10 be a Chriſtin, 1 could go a 
great way to be a Chriſtian, but. 1 cannot come 
off roundly to all the Terms of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
What ſhz1l we do in ſach a cafe as this is? Thy 
Soul fees Sin and Miſery upon one f.le, and Sal- 
vation. in Chriſt upon the other fide; willing thou 
art to ſuffer a little for him, but there b2 ſome 
things in Religion they cannot come _up to. Now 
if a Man will b2 a thorough Chr:/tizz, he maſt de- 
liberate the Terms, and heartily re'olve to em- 
brace all the Terms of the Go'Þ?l, that are male 
neceſſary to his Salvation by Chriſt ;, it muſt be a 
thorough Reſolution, expreſt in the 119th Plalm, 
I have ſworn, and ] will pzrſorm it, that # will keep 
thy righteo:s judgments, And this 15 called, 4 count- 
Ing of the Coſt, Such a Conſent as this is ab dlutely 
neceſſary ; and the want of this is the caule of io 
many Hal*chriſtians, which is called, a Cake nt 
turrd;, which doth but make Hypocrites in Rel 
gion. That's the firſt thing in Conſent, Delivera- 
tion in the Judgment, pondering the Terms 0! 
Chriſt throughly, 
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2. The l(econd thing in this Conſent is, that a 
Chriſtizn muſt heartily reſolve to let go all thoſe 
things that hinder the enjoyment of Feſus Chriſt, 
and bletled be he of the Lord,whoſe will is brought 
co this, that there is nothing (o dear in the World, 
but he 15 reſolved it ſhail go; for I muſt tell you, 
Brethren, there be ſome things of which Chriſt 
faith, If ye ſcek me, let theſe go th:ir way. So if 
you ſeek Criſt, there be ſome things that muſt 
go, and ſome things that may go, Now, thoſe 
things that are to be parted with in order to the 
enjoyment of Chriſt, are of two ſorts, firft, ſome 
things are ab'vlutely neceſſary to be caft off with- 
out any more at{lo ;, and there are ſome thing 
conditionally neccHlary to be parted with ; that is, 
it God's Glory, Truth, and Honour require our 
parting, with them, 


Firſt, To begin with the: firſt, there- are ſome 
things abſolutely neceilary to be renounced withs 
ont any Conditions; there mult be no Scruple as to 
theſe. tings; and they are ſuch as thee: 


(1.) Firſt of all, Sinful Self, and all betoved 
Laſts of our Hearts and Natures : Theſe muſt 
be renounced, or we can have nothing, to do 
with Chrit : The profitadle ard pleaſant Sins, that 
are as right Hands and right Eyes, you muſt part 
with them, Chriftians, if you will zave Chriit, tor 
Chriſt and Sin cannot reign together. Pray look 
into Rom. 6, 19, 20, 21, end yew ſhall ſce the ne- 
celſity of this > As you have :yrelded your members j<r- 
vants to uncleann?({, {G now yicld them up to God, a3 
Iiftruwents of Kishtcoulets, re Þolineſs, "$8 
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ſce the abſolute neccticy of giving Sin a diſcharg 
from all further Obzdicnce, or cile we cannot he 
>rvancs of the Lord Jefus. Chriſtian, ] do 
y..2n thou rceceiveſt Chriſt, thou ſhalt ne- 
C21MI a Sin more; no, no, but that which 
M<1A 18 this, That chun muſt :rom henceforth 
.l- tor Sin no more, iaulgze Sin by the con- 
\. of the Will no more; you muſt not continue 
't 4: of it deliberateiv; you muſt hate 
' atic way, and the conſent of your Wills 
r 9 to Chriſt; that's th! firſt thing to be let 
0. YOu Cannot have an :ntercit in the Lord 


(2.) The {econ thing that is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to be renounc-d ant parted with, in order toan 
Intereſt in Chriſt, i, all our own Seif-righteouſnels ; 
you mult let that g2 too, elle Chriſt and you will 
never agree: Thar Idol mult down, Selt-righte- 
oninels muſr be univer.ally and heartily renoun- 
ced and abhoarr-d. *Tis plain from Phil. 2. 8,9. 
Tea doubrl:ſs, and I count all things but loſ$ for tre 
excellncy of rhe knowledge of Chrift feſus my Lord: 
for whom I have ſujfered the loſs of all things, and 41 
count th:m but dung, that 1 may win Chriſt, an 0: 
found in hin, not having my owa righteouſneſs. You 
{-e Sel:-righteouin<{s mult go to the Dunghi], all 
our own Duties muſt be renounced, all natural 
and acquired gifts muſt be renounced, never to 
look at SeIf in whole or in part, in point of juſti- 
fication; if you do, you can have nothing to 
with the Righteouineſs of Chrift;, Rom. 10. 3 tit 
t#ews being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, wet 
about ro efrab!ſh their own Righteouſneſs, Here 
you {et a pertett oppention between a Man's on 

lileing 
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Biſping his own Righteouſnels, and getting an inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, triends, you muſt not. think of 
two Righteouſneſles, one in Chriſt, and — 
your ſelves : : 1 will make mention of thy righteouſneſs 
even of thine only, Down with all Selt- righteouſneſs, 
or you can have nothing to do with Chriſt, 


(3-) The third thing that is to be let go for the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are all Companions in vin : 
How much Delight ſoever yuu have formerly had 
ia them, you mutt henceforth make them no more 
your delightful choſen Aﬀfociates, Here's the par- 
ting Poinc between wicked Men and the Saints of 
Jefus Chrift, 1 don't ſpeak of Civil Commerce, as 
Men in the World, there we muſt have to do 
with wicked Men, but 1 ſpeak of choſen delightful 
Companions in Sin, when 'tis an A of the \ Will; : 
1 Pet. 4.3, 4. Wherein they wonder that ye run 10: 


| with them to the ſame exceſs of riot, ſpeaking evil of 


you, Ay, here's the breach made, when we come 
to Chriſt, between us and the wicked World ; 
Tal. 15. 4. and ſo you ſhall find in Pal. 
119. 63. I am 4 companion of all them that fear the, 
Beloved, Chritt requires you to caft off 7 the delight- 
tul company of wicked ones; CO are a com- 
pany of themſelves, and none bur _ ſhould be 
choten ; All my delight is in th? Saints, faith David. 
Whatever Tyes t! \orC be, unleſs it be thole of na- 
tural and civil Relations, they muit not tye us to 
wicked men, but we mnt be the Companions of 
the Servants of Chriſt, if we will have Chriſt, 


Secondly, There are ſome things thzt may be let 
89, OT may not ;, that is according 23 God calls, 
calls not for them ; If the Glory of Ge-i ſhall re- 

quite 
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Uuire it, then we are to part with them ; and theſ> 
are all Earthly Comforts, if fo be chey com2tohe 
inconliftent with the Truths or Glory of Chrif 
rather than deny the Truths of Chriſt; when his 
Glory or Enjoyment comes m competition, then 
Cbriſt requires us to part with rhem. Such are our 
eſtates, when the Glory of the Lord [Jeſus ſhall call 
us to deny them, as the believing Hebrews were, 
Such are our Liberty, when we cannot keep it 
without the ccliphng the Honour of the Lord [e- 
ſus ; Yea, ſuch is alſo our natural Lite, if that hs 
laid in ballance with the Truths of Chrift, He 
would not have his People reckon their Lives 
dear upon his account ;, either ] muſt deny the 
known Truth, or my Liberty, Life, or Efate muſt 
g0: And now, if any of theſe come in competiti- 


on with Chriſt, they muſt all go: Luke 14. 23, 
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Whoſozver be be of you, that forſakerh no: all that be | 
bath, be cannot be my Diſciple, This includes { we 


Eſtate, Liberty, and Life, Now, here is the ſtick 
in the caſe, How far a poor Soul can come up to 
Chriſt's Terms, upon this Conditional Necethity, 


I do not doubt, bur there bez many Souls in Chriſt ' 


that have many Fears avout it, what their Heart 
will do ; many ſhaking Fears what they will doin 
an hour of Temptation ;, yet Chriſt hath the con- 
fent of their Hearts, that all ſhall go ; they will 
forſake Father, Mother, Wife, Children. © Why, 
« Lord, ſaith a poor Chriftian, if I cannot enjoy 
& theſe without the deſtruttion of my poor Soul; 
« in thy Strength I reſolve to follow thee in the 
« dezpeſt paths of Szlf-denyal, to the !aft breath, 
And without this you cannot be Chriſt's Diſci- 
plcs, 


My 
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My Friends, the Lord Jeſas hath fet down the 
Terms, and he will not come lower, and it you can- 
tot come up to his T'crms, Chrift and you muſt 
(pact, he will not come down for the fake of any 
man; therefore confider of thoſe things. Now, 
he that is contente.l to part with al, rather than 


| call Jpact with Chriſt, that Soul is for Chriſt, and C brijs 
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s for that Soul, Bat there is the laft thing, and 
that is, the embracing, of all thoſe things that may 
help you to enjoy Chriſt : Theie are deep tryals 
of the Heart, and therefore it concerns Us 
to make deep learches here. Well then, there 
be four thiags that do further a man's Souj in 
the way to Chri/*, and are you contented, and that 
delidzrarely, Chriſtians, to embrace them all to help 
you to Chrift ? 


1. Firft, Are you contented to emvorace and 

welcome all che Ordinances of Gol a1 Duties of 
| Religion, both pudlick and private, withour ©Y- 
ception of one bf them? Can yournrn your teet 
to ail his Ordinances ? T know ſome Chriſttans 
' have a Zeal for ſome Duties, and not for others ; 
dut pablick and private Duties, Heart-duties, and 
Life-duties, all that have the Stamp of Chrifr's 
Iſtitution apon them, muſt be embraced ; as in 
Plzl. 119. 6. Then ſhill 1 aot be aſhamed, when I hve 
reſpect unto ail thy commaniments, When you dare 
not neglett a Duty, but bring a ſerious Heart to 
every Daty , if you be Chriſt's, you muſt come un- 
der the Law of his Houie, 


2, Secondly, Are you contented to embrace all 

. Fatherly CorreCions from the hand of God, for 
the killing of the Remainders of Sin in you ? I 
you, 
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yon will be tor Chrifr, you muſt ſubmit to Chriſt 
— von : It 1s 1 vain to lay, If I can traye] to 

7 CAVEN WITNOUT MECTINY 2 Storm in the way Iam 
willing to 4 ; thon muit be conten 
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the inmn2r Man, The Adverſity . of the 
ves the Proſperity of the Soul, to all #xa- 
co wt and to them only, The Soul. and ' 
of 2 Saint, is like the Houſe of Divid and 
= asthe __ fs in fron and weaker, the o- 
ther grows | r and kr; ER, and where, it 
is ſo, "there is CP Hroa Comfort” under © All * 
outward troub Sane is not fo, there is 
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outward. "Man, thoſe Hinderances” are remove 
which did very much obftrutt the GrowthStrengtl 
and Comfort of the. inwayd Min. When 'D 
' 6utward Man flouriſhed; When he had his Aonour, 
"Health, Eaſe, Liberty,and the confluence' of earth 
ly Comforts about him ; he was weak. in. his Soul; 
that lay languiſtiog in "finful Security >. he els | 
weak in'his Soul, that he could. not relift the ﬀ 
_ Temptation but. was ſhamefully- ice, y 
the glance. of his Eye.. . Ordinarily, our. Souls are 
in rhe worſt. ca e,, when our Bodies are the 
cf: Itis pitty (we ſay) that fair weather ſhould 
do. hurt; yet ſoit is.. The welfare of the outward 
. Man, tends fo the jll-fare of the inward Man, mw 
out a more vor rdinary meaſtire of Grace. 

r. frft, Ordinarily, Pos Lees of. the, our 
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and will have the BeR; or will a 

* While the ourward Man js "wp on the Ce, 
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divided from God.. 2 Cars 5+ 6. ile pe 
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that hath weights tyed to his frees yoor Bird 9s 
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—y [ hangingon it.. And this made Fay 
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ns2 great. deal. of hurt; for if God withdraw or 
withold the. influences of his Grace from us, our 
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uh not tinne his Grace tous? Profperi- 
ty lies;betwixt | Gd and our Souls; which we” all * 
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Bacs, then he Tooks unto the Mountains of 

the Garden of-Spices, P/a/m-$4. 1, 2, 3z 4+ Lit oc 
| Q- 


PEP RECTIVSBIILCEATITR DS Et 


or, laſt;, ſome to "our. Souls will 
Y! all of £0 Dy We cannot 
s by our Faith or. Love, OY 


ill Tg fog Souls, 2m 145: 1s... 
wie TA Can he 2: 6 


dlſperity. of 

r.a man to _have ner OE the 
*World itt his hands, and much.of Heayen in-his | 
heart alſo :. to. have. much. cpnyerſe” with ,. and 
* much. enjoyment of Creature-comforts , pe. oa 
Have his erfation in Heaven, too, And when 
do-our Souls thrive and flourift beſt; but w 
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Cs alithons between the t 
hypocrite * The god are the beret. th 

are the worſe for affliction. The ay Man & 

in his immer Man, by his loſſes in | 
but the wicked in.. their afAſons « mit 30 
wicketineſs, and their Co ions bre = on n 
to the ruine"of their So © The. 36 htoous holds 
erh on his way, altho' Briers aid Thor 15; yea, 
Lyons be in his way, that tear and” 

outward Comforts ; and h& that hath. 
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Sd» amif ro! her but thar. all the crok and * 
... Fontrary wi y meet with, StOT- 
+47 Sea of this* World, "ſhall bur furt ferther them in 
iFbcir Paſſage,! afid'/haften them.to their Harbove 
* in Heaven: Bleſſed be'the Lord out God 5 Amen. 
' Thirdly, Then, a gracious perſon hath more and 
efberter groutd of Patience; quietnes and Conten- 
Cftation under all his atfi ions than a-wicked Perſon 
ink (hath ; becauſe" every gracious Perſon 'hath good 
a to hope, believe and conclude, that; his 
Ce ek doing bi good, doing his Soul good, 
ef by all the troubles on his outward Man, —_— 
$f grouhd'to hope, believe and conclude fo, he hat 
x hh round of Patience and Contentation.iNow 
| of God hath' good/ground to hope, believe 
nd ant" conclude fo; becauſe he bath the faith/ul! l 
of we q/of the true and faithful Gods, for to'g 
Hope  Faittyupon 3 who hath ſaid, that alt” 
ons; tom. & his p-#% 
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all ſhall,work for' our good-;* | 
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- breederiand feeder of PatienCe,;Jet- Faith live, 
Patience will not dye : tet Faith, be preſent;: Fog 
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Fifthly, 1c tollows allo, chat the condnuanca of 
outward Comforts is: not t6&be: expeſted, 
will be witherings, decays; pertſhings of "_ 
ward Man it RN pon health, en& 
cale, and-Peace,; wall ;not abide AGE 
our deareſt Relations muſt bi: us farewel,}/4h 
earthly; Tabernacle muſt ſhartly: De: put. heme 
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is more afterward than at. preſent, Heb, 12, 113- ; 
ut, or others 'ris moſt at preſent, even-while.the- - 
A is-upon them ;, then they. will £ "God. ; 
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thoſe Waters of AfMiftion, that 1 may'bringforth' 
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my Souly! by his Chaftiſements : but it' is (ot | 
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(z00d. 


ih. tro A_»O_. 


CT 
— — 


k '2CO R. IV, 1. 
For our light Aflidtion which is but 
4 moment, worketh for us a far mort 
; exceeding and . erernal weight of 


Glory, F 
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HIS the brings in asa Reaſon « 

thatholy Courage that he and the Pri 

PIeTy wry gregory 

bles, that they did not faint, but cr, 

”  Axengh; and as their.ouwmerd mas perilhed, the 
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Souls. their: better part;; flouriſhed and-proſpered z 
Gn Ko Verſe: For (faich he) our lighs 
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- . I-whi Reaſon, or. Argument we may obrve, 
0! 8<;Tbe-Nature of the Saints Troubtes ;, they 


are 


but for .a moment. 
13s .The:Tendency of them, or their ſubſervien- 
.* ES to their hon 1, pry mg God's:bleſhng on 
© neils of /wodrk for us * far mare may and 
| of Glorye: - 
| OT the Nature of the Saints Troubles, they 
wy s, and our ffiidions :. All the Saints 
(- BY Troubles in this Life -are-Affii&ions; and but oe 
Gions 7 theyare not nod way! 1s rh, infli ml 
on, to make &ion-for Sin. 
not Deftruftions, no; they are but: dion © The 


original word. is. @al4ig, which ſfignifieth a preſ- ; 
ſing, fromthe effeW'oft them on the Saints; for . 


they are ſent to-preſs out their hidden Corrupti- 
ons, that were inthe Heart undiſcovered; to make 
manifeſt that which Jay hid before. * Affiifion is as 
God's Wine-prels alſo,” to preſs outthe ſweet Wine 
of Grace, that'it-may* appear in Aﬀt and Exercile. 
Itis alſo God's Fallers-preſs, to preſs out the in- 


ons ate not to the Saints Executions'of Vengeance, 
not Deftru&tions, as they are to others, Deftruftion 
upon Deftrufon ; that is,-one Trouble and Di- 

wb upon another ; ſo they are to the Wicked. 
- 2, They are our AfliBion too; this may note, 
firſt, the commonneſs of them-to all men, 1 Cor. 
10.13. 'No-Temptation befals us, ..but. what is 
n to Men, to all Men, and moſtly, to all 
Saints ;, it is their Lot, their Portions; yea, it is 
D'2 God's' 


AﬀiiSions, 
2,: Fhe Qualities of them 4, they are light, and 


ward ſpots and defilements of their Souls. Afﬀtiti- © 
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God's Gift to them, Phil. 1. 29.- Secondly, It may 
note the Propriety the Saints have in their” 
ons, and Benefit they have by them,” "TR 
Gions are Ours, 1 Cor. 3. 22, All. 
things preſent : yore ry Oye cg iGo ao 
that is, they-are ſanfified)and made e profeable to. 
us ;, they are our Friends, Friends to” onr Souls 
not our Foes, they are our Helps,not our Harms ; ; 
they are ours in common allo ; they 'are the 
Churches Troubles ; 'others ſympathize with "US, 
and they count our' Afﬀflitiens theirs... ! ©} 0749 
And if this be-ſo, what reaſon lag we to "Exit 
and fink under our Tronbles,' ſeein they are: but 
Afiitions, not Deftruftions, and ſeeing they are 
-ours allo, for our good and nw 0s! G—_— 
and 'ordered to us. by the loving 
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only-wiſe God and gracious Pater: par = 
all the People of God have a ſhare in ther by 
of ſympathy; and we x an, 
. for us, th we 
- to Taba a enek 22, wack 
Quality of thoſe Affiftions, rn 
words, 1. They are light, 
een hofiey tepby an - Role? hat 
is, it is-tolcrable, ſufferable,, ty endy- 
red and ſaffered : Chriſt's Governmeat is not} in 
tolerable, neither are the Aﬀittions of his People, 
- But how can that be, that the Froub : 
of Gee's People are light ? Were David's E000 
ble3 light; from whom we often hear ſuch ſad. ; 
bitter = - rag And were Fob's Trout $ 
1izht, Fob 6. 3, 4+ And were the Primitive Chr 
Fians T Troubles leh ? See the 7thand $th \ 
&s of us Chapter ;, and ' elſewhere the Ape 
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complains, that they were preſſed above meaſure, 
rodeo even of Life ; 


WS 


"The meaning plainly is comparative ; 
Hons are light, not ſimply conſidered in them- 
ſeipes, but by way of compariſon ; as thus. 


1.. They are light, in compariſon of what our 
Sins have deſerved. Sin deſerves Eternal Death, 


ges. of- = cath, eternal Damnation, 2 Theſſ. 
't< 8,9.” Now;i in comparion of Hell and Damna- 
tion, .all our Atflitions are but light, but as Flea- 
bitings to thoſe eternal Torments : Oh, what. is 
rath of Man to the Wrath of a GOD ? 
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#ffli#ed, he was oppreſſed, infinitely more than ens 
any man was, Or can 
3. Light too, in compariſon of what the Wiekea 
| ſhall ſuffer hereafter : {ce Bſa.. 11, 6.2 (at . 
* Fevel. 21.8... Our mk are light, ſure 
light in compariſon of theſe. - L 
4. Tight alſo in compariſon of the Glory a 
Eol's Suffering Saints "ma IIS enjoy; This 
br, Lge rem ba, 5 . 18, 4 =p Frag the * 
erings of thy preſent 5B not w 
| pared with the glory that ſhall be revealed 2. ws; Net | 
worthy to be, compared. with that-far 1 TOre ex 
_aing and eternal weight of Glory. AI, T5 | 
Affii®ions aid tobe light. | ll 


2. Another Qualits of qur Afflitione notebts | 


38; That our are ſhort alſo: as they afe 
light, o they —_ too, angprtinn.! _— 
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"x FS, This for a moment, or ſhort time;/muſt be: 
underſtood comparatively alſo z-Our ffliftionsate 
"Hort, and for 4 moment, in compariſon” of what! the 
&, "Damned muſt ſuffer; for their 'Death 'is "Eternal, | 
-», - theirDeftrudtion is everlaſting everlaſting Dain- 
of nation-in Hell, the Fire ado the Worm. 


' never dyeth. But eſpecially, our 5 here are 
ſhort, as welt as 1ight in compariſon-of' that far 
more exceeding and ng weight of whe” thay s 
Saints ſhall-pofſeſz hereafter. 


Obſeryethe " Antirbefis, or | 55poligin YevSIt -s. 
Text, which duly con| dered; and Faith afted onit, 


- worketh the greateſt Eternal Good. 55 
'is enough to ſupport a Chriſtian under. all. his 


5 "Troubles; Mark it well. 
n .For Afiitioas here, he ſhall have Glory hereaf- 
% ter; for light Afflitions he ſhall have a m of 
y Glory; for ſbort Afflidions an eternal weight of Gle= «©: 
- MW ') 5 .y£4, 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight” of 
WM ory: in compariſon of which Affiidions, all our 
is WM 4ffiiSions may well be termed light and ſhort. 
bs Let. ns ſeriouſly confidex how ftrangely and 
b- wonderfully . the Happineſs of Suffering Saints is 
it here ſet out by the Apoſtle. 

I., It is Glory, it is Glory that they ſhall receive 
X hereafter, a Crown of Glory, that fadeth not away: 
It is Glory that they ſeek tor, Rom: 2. 6,7. and it 
; is Glory they ſhall have, ;--Here in this World 
WF the poor Chriſtian meets with ſhame and diſho- 
nour; laden, with Reproaches,made the off-ſcouring 

'Y of all things, trodden down as Mire in the: 
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the __ 
God uphold it.-- | | 
3. It is eternaÞalſo : The glorified Saints ſhall 
o_ be | unglorified "again :/ it is' everlaſting 
. 4 It is pare A Glory ' farmoun- 
ting, g;- and franſcending, not" only" ous 
Merits, but'vur Defires, onr Thoughts and” Ima- 
Is D- 4 ginations, 
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inations, 'Epbeſ. 3. 20. and of which it may be [ai 
4 the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Myſteries of the s 
Goſpel, that i ever entred into the beart of man 19 ” 
Sonceive, x Cor. 2: 9. LR 1 | 
5.- It i8 a more exceeding : "it is a marvellous Glo-W p; 
Ty ;. what a Climax, what a Gradation is here!. 
6. A far more exceeding : it exceeds all our Des 
fires, all our Thoughts, it is more than we can pr 
ask or think; it exceeds all our Doings, all our 7, 
Sufterings, more than Heaven exceeds Earth, or: 
Ljght Darkneſs, or any thing we. can imagine zi 1; 
xav* Coal cis Vapconlu. This Gloryis exceleW 
lent, ſuper-excellent, beyond all meaſtre excellent, 
Now, in compariſon of this excellent Glory, all 
our preſent Sufferings are but light and ſhort ;, and 1, 
if ſo, is:there any reaſon the Saints ſhould faint un- 
_ der them; but rather to bear up; and be of good 
; COUrage ? Y EO 
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| lory's but not as the Papifts hold, who abuſe this 

"as they do other Scriptures, concluding hence, that 

the. Samts Sufferings, as. well as their Doings, do 

merit; Glory ;, for this was not-St. PauPs meaning, 

 kecaule he {peaks to- the contrary, Rom. 8. _ 
rec, 
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tors work for us this Glory, by way. of . 
Or it, as a Way and ,means. (t hough 
only and principal) which our gracious 
popes ordereth, and fanQifieth, to fit and 
le, for that far more exceeding and + 
go It was by the, way of Suffe- 
the Lord of Glory, went to 
« 26, Heb, 2, 10,.  Aﬀd there- 
- have ſuch a reference, ſub=- 
, cy to Glory, that. they are 
[-to Be and prepare us for this moſt * 
RR moſt excellent Rftate of - - Happineſs and 
eh faint not under them, but rather we 
and land firengthaed by the conſidera 
tendency to prepare us for | our __ 


2 76 pt all theſe pieces together, and 
yield us this Ginforrable inal Cone | 
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This is.ſo plainly afferted. ey by. the Apoſtle, 
T need not to prove it 5 all I baye to do, 
hb Nate, 20d ſhew, how. thoſe ligit an 
God's Peopte, are thus fingular- 
ly and influential-to work them for, and.''to. 
work for* them, this fur more exceeding ant eremat 


be gry, which bye lag 2G, | 
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But befoxe T begin this, it,may;not be amiis'4 
ſay a little" per ah ſa "bu alittle, HO gs 
nl ele littleJof't fr hy &e ding 
Frernal wel : An Dea 
know ? TO, my Underſtand ig,af dp kD 
my Ignorance. | 

By this far more exceeding al cena weight 
glory, 1 onderftand, all that Wyo gon a 
and Bleſledhieſs, - which the gteat Qu! Gy 


hath hed ide hs and pri md 
aren, : which the LO Jeſus mn | a 


cious Blood and Paſſion, "hath pure the A 
which chiefly confiſts in their advancement and 
miſſion into the neareſt enj N t of theBreat at 
glorious God, the Chief to be ever\ 

the vrnghe to ſce his Face know EEE re 
Enown .of him, to live for ever. 


taking of his Glory to their everl Boo 


Gn. oy alas !, bow ſhort and 


5 Pas henfions of what I amv 
1 Fob, 3.% it did not. ns the belove 


Wor! fo little ES mM 
Glaſs of the G | 
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worketh thegreateft Eternal Good. 5g __ © 
"That they all may be one, as thou father art *in me; and . © 
Fin' thee; that they alſo may be'-one in''u«.5)' and the  \ 

: glory which thou paveft me," I bave given them, "ther 

© phey-may- be 'one, even as we are one: 1 iwithem,' and 

' thou- in mt, that they may be made perfet#-in' one ;, 
that the world may know that thou baft loved them as rhou 
haſt loved me, What can be mote defired/? 'Here 
is a far more exceeding -and. eternal weight -of + 
Glory indeed; a real Union of the Saints with the | _ 
Bleſſed © God; and the Bleſſed Jeſus, fuch aUnion +» 

as is between the Head and the Members, and be-: \' 
tween” Huſband and Wife'z .yea, ſuch as is between 711i? .... 
God and Chrift, and a participation of the' ſame-:1? - 
Glory that Chrift himſelt doth poſſes, and an en- 

- joyment of the ſame Love that Chritt himſelfdorty' *+ -- 
enjoy; yea, the Saints ſhall then be made-like unto 
Cnr both in Soul and Body. © Lord, helpme 
'*© to believe all this, and to be fully perſwaded 

4 of it, that my Heart m__ kindly affeed, and 
« 'GYed with cnflantied affettions towards' my Blefſed 
« Tefus, who hath purchaſed all this Glory for us 

 < with his moſt- ptecions Blood : Oh, let me at- 

- ons the full 01 gs of wah true Title 5 

P I may praiſe thee, and' may long for the 
«fall poſſeſſion of it:  O my baſe unhelieving 

« Heart ! Lord, ſubdue my unbelief : Oh, whar 

« pains ſhould we take to be aſſured of this Gloty 2 - 

< and, how patiently and cheerfully ſhould we 
« our Afiftions, that are deſigned to' prepare us 
« for it ? 

But I cannot break off here, This weighs of 
Gidy is, by the Holy Ghoſt, 'in the Scripture re- 
preſented to us, by all the moſt excellent andde- . 
lightful things among Men, ſpeaking to our Capa» 
cities, and atter the manner of- Men. _ Hence it. is. .. 
called a Kingdom: I is your Father's good. pleaſure 
(faith our Lord ) 20 give you & Kingdom : 7 appains 
| Ke 


60 Thegreateft Temporal Evil. © 
ad you 4 kingdom, as my Father bath appointed. unto 
me 4 kingdom; The. Kingdom of Heaven, a King-, 
.dom that cannot be moved ; a Kingdom of Glory; 
a Crown of Glory; that fadeth not away; a Crown 
_ of Righteouſneſs; a Crown of Life : Chrift hath 
made ns Kings and Priefts to God. Here in this 
World the Saints have” the Croſs, Fire, Faggot, 
Halters, Gibbers, ©. let them wait but-a while, 
- and they ſhall hear the Judge of the whole World 
ſay unto them, Come ye bleſſed 4 Father, enzer 
on ye gs ropered or you rom the be 
off the world, w you are abuſed,.. reproa 
umpriſoned, impoveriſhed, deſpiſed ; y you 
ſhall all, be crowned. : 
This Glory is called. the Inheritance of the Saints 
#:light, an Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled,. 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heayen for you : 
You that now may have no Houſe nor Home. of 
ur own, no certain Dwelling-place z and, you 
t now dwell in Houſes of Clay COMErIng very 
moment, being the Children of God, you | 
—_— enter. into everlaſting Habitations, and 
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thoſe. glorious Manſions *in the Father's 

ouſe;. you ſhall ſhortly inhabit that Zouſe not WW 

made with bands, eternal in the Heavens : God hath 
for you a City that hath Foundations of 
is own. building and making : Hold out Faith and 
Patience,” you ſhall ſhortly be tranſlated into the 
+451 e of GOD, above the reach of Men and 

113 : 

Moreover, ( for methinks it is good to be here) 
when Chrift, who is our Life, appear, we 
hall alſo appear with him in Glory ;, with Palms 
in our Hands, and Crowns on our Heads, and 
with everlaſting Joy and Songs of Praiſes in our 
Hearts and Mouths, This Glory is called Life, 
Everlaſting Life, Eternal Salyation, Everlaſting 


worketh thegreareſ Exernal Good, 6x 
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prcne of Satan, of the World and Fleth; Reft 


teri 


the pain of Duty, from all our Labours. 


Let ns a little farther conſider, 1. The Prepara- 
tives to this- Glory ;, and, II. The DOE T, 
that. ſo our Hearts may be the more atfeRed with 
it, more carried. out with all Love and De- 


. fires after him that purchaſed it for us, and with 


all laboar and diligence to ſecure our title to it ; 
and may. alſo the better bear all our Affiftions, 
which prepare us for it, and lead us to it. 


I. Of the Preparations to this Glory ; and 
theſe are, | | 


1. The gloriow appeering of the greet God; end 
Our Teviow Feſu ch, Th. 2. hu Our bleffed 
Lord will moſt certainly come again from Hea- 


ven, 


* Fhegratinf Temporal uit 


"that. rs he tv thy hey- mity be alſo;'” Jo 
4. 4. oo ed in fils Salts, ani tobe” a 
'mired* in "al thoſe | that "believe, 2 hy 
Alas, what Comfort ſhould we have in t oh 
3t were not. for the Hope of Chrift's ſecond coming 
"He mg? op here'ſtill, ſinning, Caiferity ing 
no; the day of our fall Re 


no 
feanor's tio More our Eord will come : 
d* 


Tb rk poor Captives. free ; but 4 fitt 


* while, and-he that ſhalk come *will come, anfwilf 


not tarry 5 He will come'for 6ur Salvation, Rh 
| He. 28, | 
And for” our- great Comfort, let us know ani 


believe, that however we "now live as ons £ 


" among Wolves, when our. glorious Lord 
_ the Lord of Fg and the Prince of the 
the. Earth, the "chief Shepherd ſhall zppear, hoe f hal 
" veceive 4 crpwn 0 of. glory, that fiterh nor emay rÞ 
»& It ſhould be/then the owe th 
ian, as it is his Duty to love, to long, "a lo 
and wait for the Son'of God from Heayen, - evea 
Jeſus, whom he r4iſed from the dead, which bybes bea- 
Ting the mioft dreadful Wrath of his Father, hath 
delivered us from the Wrath to come, 4 EEO 
AR. 1. 12, And while weare on Earth, we 
have our coirverſations i in Heaven, 4nd from thence look 
For the Saviour, the Lord Feſus C Bt robe who ſhall c change 
our vile bodies, and make them like bis glorious body 
Phil, 3.20, 21+, being afſured, that then we ſhall 
receive that Crown of Righreoufn :ſs, which the ri 
reous Fudge ſhall give at thas day, 10 all thoſe that 
bis RATING, 2 Tin. 4.8. Oh then, . ſeeing we 
look tor ſuch things, what manner of perſons 
ought we to be, in all manner of holy Converſa« 
tion and Godlineſs, giving all diligence, ar” a 
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ntiebrt negro. 


| Faked | &f Bin 
| 8: | 


Lor leayen, to'pre wh 
"An Preparing vs 
Boe BY Ha Word and Rod; a 
- prepared. us, be will come again, RA. us"\to 
| _ he i, WE may be alſo ;, And 
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08 SP es. geo wy E 7A of A 
7 ery and” Loye, Read 1 Cor. 15. ge 5. 
\ ſbanot diflolye 'the Union, between Chrjf 
,andus.; , away.;his,,A eions from us 3 
» way pt ary <; Fd bo he. will, /exd his 
4 £25 . Yea, « bony mſelf,and roll away' the Stone, 
and unſzal out G raves, and awake us out of our 
long {leep, and call. us forth, tq receive our, own 
Sons aan :. and, 0h; what a a joyful Mectin will 
be ? 17 - wharunſpeakab 
pre uce.? ' 
The Devil had the power of Death. ; till he yas 
overcome by Deaths Ach. 2. 14, 15. but he that 
liveth, -and was dead, and. is-alive for evermore, 


, now $. of Death and Hell, Rev. 1. 18. 
The at Kuro to Glory is only the wout 


- 


comfort will that 
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is riſen; we ſhall iſe alſo ; beg kg 
» Befites this morral life We now, 


th 


= x life” that's Hid'with Tp, her Þal 

| ay \arket bi 6k EE een 
Foo hank ans, 7&4 ns aoars 
able; alwaies in the work of the. rl; 
| mach as we hnow our labour $7; Matiers 


þ Let us ever ladk al the Grave, on ke 
Jook to" the Refurreftion 'beyond it; 


an hd arg t;" nor." 
no, there will : Jinn a wo joyfu 
Morning, What if we gd'6ut of the Stirs and” 
Troubles of this World,” , and enter 'into thoſe 
- Chambers of Duft, and the Doors'be for 6 eg 

us, and we hide our lves;' as'it A for a1 
moment, until the indignation” be overpaſt';,: wy 
ſure as we awake in the morning, after we; 
ſlept ont the night, ſo ſure ſhall we then als." 
And what if in the Grave we become loathſome 
Duft, caſt ont of the fight of Men, as not fit to- 
de endured among the Living > What if 'out- 
Bones be digged up, and ſcattered about the Pits 
brink, and Worms cotiſume our Fleſh, yet we know 
our Redeemer trveh, and we fhall ſee him with theſe- 
Eyes : And why ſhould we be loth to hay down 
theſe Bodics of Fleſh, how comely or fair we 
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J -norketh the greateſt Eternal Good. 65 
bot ap Ni they have been but the Priſons of onr 
3 and Hinderances to” oyr Souls in the 
Work of * cn and Way to. Heaven. What care, 
þ MY tabour, grief and ſorrow have they coft us?.. How 
1, many a weary tedious Da ec igs 
Grudge not,  O my Soul, that 'God 
then thee of afl this, and free thee from thy Fet- 
ters, and break open thy Priſon door 5 remember 
that when: this Barchly Houſe of thy Tabernade is 
vale with thou haſt a Building of God, a# Zoyſe nor 
bends, eternal in the Heavens, . 

O my Soul ! "labour now to have thy part in the 
firſt Reſurreftion; now labour to ger into 
and to Lve in him by Faith and Love; :now la- 
bour to know, O my Soul ! the Power of his 
Death and Reſurreftion, in thy dying to Sin, and 
living to >. uit. 0 now at thy Faith on Je- 
jew: = dar Ve to him, and let Jeſus tiye in. 

ſt th Liklnthy mortal | - 
;  AﬀeRons be 


_ 
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$'Y {ct thy Hear thy” 
'Y to him o_ oe ts. and SO 
> then fearniot Dea ry 
1 oth I | 
thy Body be 
park =, # Core ng, 43+ "This the ona re 


hs 


Third Preparative to this fas More ex- 
eternal weight of Glory, is that 
general Judgment, whenthe Lord, 
theThrone of his Glory,with all'the 1 in. 
Hoft of glorious Arifels about himgdnd 
-of Mer that-ever lived 
upon' .Earth- ſhall ftand before him; om: 2,46. 
& 14 10, to be judged by him, and to yg 
; er 
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C73 T, he greateſt Temporal Evil: ve 
their final Doom, Kev, 20, 12, 13+. Maith, 2542 4- 
at which tine theje will be.made an exalt ſeparMoro! 
tion between the Shee yo the Goats, bets e 
the precious atid the vile 106 the Saints, ha 
be firft acquitted and jul then with Obgi | 
ſhall Judge the Wo To that have tral 
repented, and Ros believed in the Lord Jeſu * Tl 
they that have choſen the Lord for their Guy ht 
and Chief." and Portion, placing all th f 
Happineſs ih him, and have; unfeignedly.accepteli} 
of the Lord Jeſus for -their only Lord and 7 Is 
Our, .and Na unfeignedly given. themſelves who m: 
iy op 70 his Government by his Word and Spirit 
and entred cordially into Covenant with him, and F 
became enfirely his, theſe ſhall fir on his. Rightſhil 
hand; theſe have often judged themlelyes | 
H eaft-breaking Confeſhons, and. therefore thalyye 
ben, ged tO ny wg Hy on ot 
Or. t, Aging puma 5 them '$ 
#, bo wa] EE ns ric 


any thin 
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bath. | and ſatisfied SLIM Leeds 
Lay oft hr Spirit of of Joh whShlg fo Chrift Jel 


ry rey on KT oy NES my 
Jad - bimſelf-hath faid, That. be.rhar þ | 
I not periſh, el hong everl fl 54 . 


ſhall not come into condemnation, oh. 2. 16, 1% » 36 | 
- but will ſay to all:ſuch, Tou, have. confeſſed me before; 
men, and 1 will confeſs you before my. Fatber and vb. 
. boly Angels. This will be the' joyful. dayrindedt 

the day of our full Redemption, the time. -of :xe4, 
freſbing.indeedthe fore-thoughtsiof thay nhouldy., 
agar 'W vedic piloed uy Troubles. » | 
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wing ths ys Eran Gaps. 67 
3j 4. The Fou rg ig, the Saints ſolemn 
no wy nation, . OR Fre a | 


Tg es ns, 
Kos, iſed fi 
TED. 2Vo, bd. Aoroet for 


id up in Heaven for m ſhall by The 7 Ar the 


| -PIR:B- 
P D Be hid b 
«tion :* NI diet Kingdom eres, Sil then 
"Y prepares ' vs for the: Kingdom... /{/ÞO R/ YOU] 
"Yor .you-all-poor penitent Believers, calted "Rege- 
\ wha wes or. all you thax | receiued) n+ - Grormns 
Yard perſtverdd:thiromragourdetth, on 0 
oh a ee dey the Burtiirativew lth fare 
a trerndl woighrof Glo! ©! 1019 
Sol: 0 S726 Weds fue 12 - 277 bio d 0X 28 
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appinc is calle 


bitter Death and” Wood out Lane a 
the oy ') wefkdltthen fhdllthen leave thoſe Ic of 's 

and Rock behind ns'; the Sin that that here {þ cloſe 
-(etays , and the ſottiſh UnkindneG that OLLOWe 


wa. i. a. 44 6 ey 2 0D © + +9 20..0 [I : 


and 6g 


An bo _ they 


OI 
ao rb eto tar 
| nw cow poonterned to 
ohcios Joy will there hea then ef 
Woe wig mes 
rifen:Logd nd ch 5p 
7 heappenr unto- W mos og 


cart tins 
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Yee, houlg; Þ&: taken fron 
was rotting and ftinkingy'and :ch& Data 
Parkneſs, where I ſeemed forgotten, and-hereſe 
before the! Throne-of Gill Sin: :Glory:1; hel: 
poor ſelf-denying,- ſelf- -acculing; hkmbl 
thought himſelf unworthy:the Hark 
_— thecdair' he" dof unvorthy'# 
| -drink;; os live $/thaoXhis Sunl Chat Fma'4 
bo wraptupimto- Heaven, cloſed ih *he"Arm: 
Chrift crowned with Glory,” in 4 momettt 1” 
but think with your! ſelves what”a. Xranſporeil 
aftoniſhing thing this will beg ſutely:our-'Udy 
thine&ſhall not hinder our Glory. :0Gd hath 
' fetrthe pobr ofriis fin: eng Faſth,- to: 


Grace is moſt 
ehing for our Pardo, wa 7 
hat' an niſhing thought! 1 [4 to er ink F 
of the unmeafurable'difference 'berween- our D& 
ſervings and our Receivings, the fate 
ſhould have: bee in, 'and* tho Mik&IWes he - Ingo 
Ga Ge IgE SOIL & 
rencz herwecen us 
tance; which Furthorn!: anah- > Prrdley FO 
thatwears adopted-to'|'O;” what pang f Love 
will it cauſe” within! ns; to* think ifs that 
dreadfd} place, in thoſe Lakes of Fire and'B 
frone,; was/ ny native'place; ny" deſerved Þ 
thoſe ynquerichable Bathes' foul have hai-il 


me; that:never=d Gouw Nom oY ph 
me? Euvthat volearthe ble i rich rc) nt 

Love in God, through the'moft precious Blood: 

my Redeemer, I am delivered from thar _ Yr 


a, 0 1 PLS. [7H "I ues 
Y porketh the greateſt Ezer nal Good. 71 
pMLorment., Eternal Life js the Gifs of God,through 
Jeſus Chrift my;Loxd 3- Did not -LneglethGrace,, 
ad make light of the Offers of Liyand fight my 
time,-as well as 
wor damned Souls'? Did /not.;Lwafte: my- time, * 
ret My): God: apt my Said, and walk. after the: 
eſh, as well.as they-?-. Wasnat- Lj born tin- Sin 
0c Wrath, as well.as. they ?.:Or, who made me to» 
liffer. 2/Should, I eyer; have loved God, if *he had; 
a. ficftloyed me ? /Or-ever been-willing; if he had 
0; made me: Willing? Had .not 1 been. in thol@ 
umes, if I had.my own way, andiit he; had letme 
alone to my-.0wn will ? Oh, howfree was all this 
finite Love, and how free is this Crown of-Glo= 
Ty, that ſo glorious a Crown uld be. ſet on the 
| 


Jead of { vilea Creature ?  , = | 
Glogs; tha Þ 
for iva weight 

fruiti- 


” 


Tay Or for,chere thou ſhalt 
| Ms have Gat in Chriſt;than all the World; why, 
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72 "The great Temporal Evil.” 
cher thou hal have him. ©, what wouldſt th 
hve Aflurance beyond. all Luſpicion's, 0 
thou - ſhall. hare infinitely more than th -thou's auf 
This Glory 1s Gltod-atld'to alihe Netefitios @ 
the Saints; -it will make: a” fall APs bo al ou 


wants, for ic is an-exceeding ee Sed Be rior of hate , 


Sia 
ve are al pl 4.19. tm ue oe 
Foo ways-cemplainin 
or both, we'want py Jens, nd: 
Contocey we vane Thatch ad Pricndh þ Boal : 
but Wants ; But when once we come" to \poliely 


$0 
zT am re that Ghyywillan 


4 Fewikhs, This Glory is. inorrupibl, $ a 


$- 25+. This is an Inheritance corrupt 
filed, 1 Per. 14 Oh: 'Weſkall then —_— 


any mixture of Sorrow, Reſt 'withotit Wearineſs;! 
As'there is no--mixture of Corruption with our? 
Grates thenz"ſo no” mixture of $ with 
our' Solace. '' Our beſt Comforts here are,mixed' 
with Crofles ;z we have no Flower without Prickles, 
Our beft Wine is mixed with Water, and ſome- 
times with"'Vinegar and Gall. || We are nowſome- 
times even at the gates of Heaven, and ' [ 
almoft as low as Hell, Today we are tomor- 
row fick;- to day in credit, to-morrow in diſgrace 3 
to oy" have Friends, to morrow none. 408 
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bebe greauf Eternal Good. 73 


corrnpts and imbitters our 


thing that c 
PEE. YE j-is our Sins and God's hi- 


0, for” ors. Tr" is Sin 


WT 2 hs ORE ng: when thot ſhalr ſin 
Rev. ay « then YmSen are Saints in- 

poor Bbliever, if it were put 

wouttft thou nat rather'chufe tobe 

than; $0'be trade Heir" of: allf the 

? \ Waittill theri; 4ndthou ſhit have thy 
defire.*: Tfat hard, earthly;*ariidl Heart, that 


«thon +haft fo often phy of to the Lord 


thoſe: vain and vile whiett did ye clown 
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2:Crown of G 
is everlaſting; wen is no more Dau, fHts! Rte 
Joy, Pleaſures for evEet- 


—_ Eternal Glory —& bleſſett Eternity 1 The 


Saints hall be. Pillars in the Temple of Gol, and 


| Bien out forever : What ! 46 be etermally 


be ever with t thy Lond: ? - What can 
Th ae" "df this? O'hiappy 
Sons Hott, \frie tould efenipe afrer nibh: of 
years!!! But how infinitely happy are thofein Hea- 
live there eternally ?-O'rhis amazing, 

this aſtoniſh word Eternity rh SIEM 

OO my. al,” ſtudy. this w ver 

meatiinks it wud revivethec ih ny UXhelt A bi 
ny: "Thy: Heavineſs ſhalFendure butfor a ni lit + 
G6d will tide his Bate "but for moment; hy 
E A 3 


74 Thegreateſt Tempor al Evil _ Y, 
AMiftions are but- light and: ſhort, thy-Ti 


ſhall be;but. an hour, th "Tribclagion Yoga | 
Hays, bu this 


to, 'and duke of this A more exceeding and 
cxcrns! weight of gory; ta. ww alas | hoo I 
know of it !- / IGG 

enquire who ſhall be-the he Por ns, 
; _— happy" _ are; that- 

' that we may 
know. whether-we on _ _ ay mn 
and have any good hope, race, 

b: ; ſhall .one Gy cojoy. it'; It will be but ſmall Comb 
i fort to hear of allthis Bleſſedneſs and Happineſs, 
—- our ſelves have no right to.it. - And-of this 
Þ «I 2G 
pron ee LN 
not tor - a Few | 
Alte ſaved';, and thoſe are the eide Ontrope 
[hyp 


ty they are Heirs ro this Glory 
If C them, then Heirs, not elſe ; and 

not by Nature, Fob. 8. 44- þ > cham But 
all that are the Children of are made SY 
Grace; they are made ſo by in Chrift. Gel." 
3+ 26, We are all the children. God by faith in Feſin 
Chriſt : And if we are Chriſt's by Fac, chen ae 
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are aidto be begotten tot 
| 17,8 Ke a —reeng hon the: — 
So'3Pers 1.23. And our Lord: who is - 
ruth'it ſelf, hath «Ayo that TED ; 
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ohh tho gaond tp Erecwal Ga, 5 


we the Heirs of the Promiſe, ver, 29% Thae is, 
are' Heirs:-ofi;this protniſed Glory, -»So.; 
45, 18>... Alſo we-are made; the - Children: of Ge | 
by Regeneration, by-the New-birth, Fullis that 
Text, he 12, 13. As miny as received bim., that 
is Chri i ers in ms; 
' God, even py 4s 9p in | his 7 which 
were born.nos of Hood, nor 


born again, be eannever fee the 

is, he-ſhalbnever inherit this G 

red] for none Dur Beds Dhildren, and noms 
Children/but. crue Beliovers RIS end Da none 


ASAFE again by 
the Ward 0d Spe 310 now all ſach- as:are-cin 
have his' Spirit living and ruling in- them © 
Rom, 8.9. 54 or man bave not tbe ſpirit. of Chriſt, the 
ſame i none of And, 2Cor. 5. 17.1} any man 
be in Chriſt; keis 4 new creature , s. are 
27 iy, 4nd all things are become new. An ſuch 
dgain, they have the Image of Gad re- 
pairdiathes the Divine Nature communicated 
to: them, the: Life 'of. God planted in-them, and 
are thereby. enabled to live unto Godz-and” to 
walk'as his Children, in fincere Obedience to! a! 
an {1 ages > reſemblance of their Hea- 
venly Father, in hearry and ſaperlative love 
him,.and in' an holy confidence in him,” and 
entire: c& on him, as their. moſt gracious 
Father hty.. in/ and through their-moſt dear 
Lord | Jes iſt : Theſe -are the Perſons, and 
E 2 ” nee 


Me oh They earch, Temporal Evil 
fly; thi 


4; 
E 
_ 
A net beftons. himſelf u c 
comes their” iy in-.Chrift, apr them, 
hay ore with\himfelf, and [makes t har 
nad vgtiters, 12:Cor, 6.'1 7,1 ys 
hs pas! ar woyrobns Iv chem all w ii 
 Gracts,! -Iniquiries, & y rms 
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| pirits; ſoft - and ti 
Cunt ble at his Word, to mourn & or Sin, 
n;and others, tender of Godly MNnour, 
o love him, Hearts'to fear hi de es" 


gracious gorerament in 
and Saing in him for Life and 
are the Children of God, which. 
herit'this far mbre exceeding and cterndl 1 


SNiey are the People of God, that fhall ps 
' this glory,: who are deſcribed by's Joins famous D 7 iis 
thus; ———* They area f the E 
"© ly. called, who -being by the © Spirit of - Cari 
*chroughly gh imperi&tly 

*herenpon convinced, and ſenſible :of that evilin 


NE ES notion SAzARIIAD©. 


$:Sih,” that miſery in themſelves; | nm ache 
© Creature, and that neceffity; 


* cellency-of | Jeſus Chriſt, thar they 

< evi, bewail that miſery, and. tar their F 

< from that vanity, and” moſt defiant ace 
* pting 
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rift for theis Saviour and Tora: 

| untc God. Chick Ggod, and; = 

em.pexfebtly juft before him, lo accvy; 2 

ito 2.60 di | Covenant with hirm 

2chemſelyes unto him, and hexotn 

"1 Nh ives end, L3. 

Children 0 Gol, 'all if Þeqple * 
aſſured }Fthis gory: for?! ghft 

xd and prepared this ory at tis 
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Ande inco og or Har WE 

iem. ont of every Nation IR 

e them Kings and Priefts to-:God, 
"$0 that either Chrift muft Joſe the 5 
Ws Weigh and gever ſee k 

ul, but all his 
- or elſe, for certain, ESD Eh 3% 
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Sainits this far more exceeding and eternal weight q 


tory 
"7 Third! , This Glory is promiſed alfo : God, that, 
canfiot ye, hath promifed Eternal Life, Tir. 1. 
Luk, 12. 32, & 22. 19. 1 appoint unto you 4 fi 
as my Father bath appointed unto me « kingdom. 2 
* Js 7». Match. 25. 34, Fam. 2. 5. Kev.2. 7,10,Th17. 
He 10, 34...with many other places. So, that.if 
he ſe and Decree of God be certain; if 
I Chriſt be certain, if the Promiſes of 


noſtfing 


he TYY 1 


forks —_ ro our th 

utmoſt, to 1c are. thy T et , Lord 
+ Sifu to me, accori ng 10 thy 1 LA "35 
"and dcearding 10 the multitude of _ mercies, 


blot out all my Trar/greſſuns. : 


© Thus have I faid a Jittle concerning $0 
- #xceeding aud. crernal weight of glory, 
Vreparaties to it, of the Properties of it, and of 
the :Pe6ple that [3,0 certainly poſſeſs it, to their 
everlafting.conſolation.” And what fhalT fay now, Il * 
but that Shame ſhould cover my Face, and Sorrow 
fill my Heart, for. that I am fo little, oh.t fo little 
affe8ed with theſe great things : Oh, what a hard 
earthly Heart have I! Oh, that al thoſe that / 
read. or hear what I have written, may have their 
Hearts more affe&ed with theſe things, and . 


 worketh Fae greatejl 7 G00, 7. 
they may be perſwaded and enabled in the ſtrength: 
of God, to put forth all-their Power, -in the ule of- 
all meats, Eeile they haye time, to.be aſſured on 
poder rounils, that they are the perſons dehgned 

this Glory: And, oh that. you and'I. would 
now examine our Hearts and States about this. 

Lerns int — >-"0g of God ask our ſelves theſe 
few ſerious Queſtions : Are we the Children of 
God, they only are Heirs to this Gloiy.? Have 
we, "out of atruc ſenſe o*our Sin and Milery,hear- 
tily acceptet bf the Lord Jefus Chriſt for ouronly 
Led 7 bp rally yielded up, T7 whole 

ves £0 OE Are we tr o_ 
rated, our . Ns God's : | 
Do we be plc . of Theft i wh 
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Kd, imbittering, curing, and 
Ha thirigss which undiſcovered, un-- 
nj, would utterly feos b us 
weeding and eternd we Log 
| | TY you may we Fil! 
| pig Nik our Corru woes, our laiquies 
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the Evils of 6nr Hearts and Lives, the Ag of 


Fleſh and'Spirit;, theſe not purged away, will moſt - 


certainly exclude from' Glory. as 5 AS,,1 Car. 59 bc 
Col. '3. 5,6. Kev. 21.27, No acct thy 
enter into-the New Jeruſalem. 


Now AMiZtions are uſeful to diſcover Sin;to ag- 
gravate and imbitter Sin, to -cleanſe and cure the. 


Soul, and foto prepare it for Glory. © ©. .. 
(1.) To' diſcoyer Sin: Aftliftions enli 
mensEyes 3 One- calls AﬀMiRions the 


Eye-bright. "Man is full 'of cal Nan 5 


is blind and blinding ;-and 
ful and ;gflorant, .his Mind is da 


wo wap "ohy 'dlind© Men ark Man pr 


L7. until God downer, £ J; pn 


ho them, 5, hc He doth, 425 5 by his 1 nd'Sp \ þ 


y & Mift; $4 of 


Oe Bt 
"WW $7811 


Pride, 'm 3 
merdnſs pris —_— & 


OT ſaber Gn Th Ny & 
ME pred 4 ſmal 
but Mole-bilf,” as Yds, © light? ne 


Were not David's Sins fo to hin? 7 


bitter and grievous, even as heavy as VE | 
al ooh 


3, 

6s Lord Jeſas, in Matth, 11, £ 
this ſenſe of the bitternefs OR 
on. of 'Souls to come to hi ih 
find Reft, which Reft is the 


is .« wt. #4 A. = A yn + = DAPPER bo l'Y, 


workerh rhe great Erith, 8 T. 
Fn fl obs celing and ever) DUES ia of gore: 


When and where Sin 18 dxgraviten. and ; 
bitter aurdenſome to. 2 Saul,.: then and, chore _ 


| cy, ſiveet and 
mia "in, Proſj rity Sireis ſweet, dr.at 
Mey oof BY52 
A Evaſions, and ; 
rg weight in great Sg Joo 

t in great, e Sins. 

p al þ TJefting, pres Ying, 

glet Duty, workily Talk on. the .ord's. 
"who fe the poRderoue.- eight af ſuch . 

tut&of Pre ie Now tions ſerve 
Sins, and toa Yee Inlll ne. 


0 1 a, 5.4 ea. 
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we fee in Foſepb's. Brethren, 


% To cate and' cleanſe Sin, Pſal, 119. 65. _ 
« Zi 18, Eminent is the Example of M-' 


-D on,whom. ions wrought. a wonderful, 
of P.2 


3- And this conies,to pabs, wid 
when Godblefſeth them, they worl 
"Thivis one of God's" ends. in ſeadin 
ieth upon- his People;. hx Children, whom 
loves dearly, Da. 11, 33, 34, 35+ Kis tomake _—_ 
white and'clean, to purge away their Iniquity, 1/a« 


27. 9 
And" thus Affliions are influential on God's 
People; 'to work them: for, and tor ork for then, 
« fer more exceeding ant.erernal” weight of glory ;, for, 
none are fic for this glory until fin, be me... 
© Yom. and” w_ purged ant cleanſed from gheic.. 
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82 The greateſt Temporal Evil - 
Sins jn the Fornace of Afﬀfiftion, but all Tea, 
the vercue ofthe Blood of Chrift, x Fob, 1, 75.9: , 


\Secondly; Keocobpoin are. uſeful to To for 
neſt, ing means of God's Appointment; ang. 
Bl to wid i and ' 
mee 9 a Lare might, ve 2, 
have mi ty, great, 
made upon them, þ Ss i 
1 Now: to effeft theſe. g 
Us Mears, 2s ol l Dl 5 IP | 
Ward, - his Rod 5, and many times tk 
Rod tb do that, and eo work that at Chat 
_ on Men, which his Spirit and Word, \ 
Rod, could' not do, becauſe of 
the Spirit and Word; but when 
that, IP 


* 2s ve! pg Ion erke Jr into Rins: 
X | t as 4 
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like 4 man, yea, like a Nel God, 
Sooking effeftual| 


lly; work Clad 
T9, 69, ſo on Manaſſes ; magy AO Ref | 
witneſs this Truth. 


Thirdly, 'Afitions both drive and draw "> 
People nearer to him ;, they wandefed before 

went a whoring from God after other Lavny bat 
Affliftions bring them home, P/4. 142. 4, 5+, AS 
the natural Spirits in the Body retire inwa 

get cloſe to the Heart in cold weather, and. in any - 
danger outward:ſo the Souls of God's reoge o_ 
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0s of Storms and. Tempeſts 

1. from ver, g,, to;.26, his | 
Sanftuary in Godyand to -- 

n* Hoſe the Lord ;, 1 ſaid, Thocges 


tage AMS "Glo Harp and ar warty ann | 


of the Creature, .. Phil. . 
3« 19% Hint fits for Deftruftion, and 


are intended to wean 
Rafev: 2 Our. AY 
And effefithey had 
205 43% and upon the Primitive Chri- 
as Verſe the "aft; Wwe look-aot (ſay they) on. 
ge which are fee "for- Ay : AM 


Jory. there, ws, And. whence came. 
Gy thee, te jen is bleſſed frame,... 
but much. by the Bleſhng' of God gn. theip 
ons, God's Spirit, working in and with their Ali-- 
tions. this deadneſs of AﬀeCttion to the World, and. 
raiſing, up their Hearts towards Heaven -? » So 2 
their Afflictions were uſctul to them, to PREPATE - 
them for Glory. | 


_  Fiftbly, By working in us, and exercifing}ig vs 
thoſe Graces to which Glory-is promiled :- Kew. 5. . 
3s Se Ae mpketb Patieie, and. Patience. Ex- - 
£&i-are,.., 
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perience, and Experience Hope : 

makes' AiQtions uſeful th - wot: 

12. 10; to make God's Children 

Holineſs, wizhout © which rip man 0. 
Fant, 1.12. poder door 

for when he 4s tryed, he ſhall receive & crown of glory, 
which God bath promi to them that love bim," And 


in hope of this glory God's People repyes Ie | 
Fribulabons, as J 


means-to obtain jock __ quicken to Self. 
examination : 7 confidered, my-wiays, (ai | 
They make them ſearch their Hearts, and trytheir 
ways: Afﬀfiiftions make them put away theirIdols, 
helping on the work of gereypere ops Or 


them to'Prayer:; then' they they ey ut 
and. pour out their - Hearts eatfins ant "od 
to hear their Cries: then they wreftle with - 
God in- Prayer, and theri they are ſerious'int theit * 
Reproofs, Admonitions, and Inftruftions of others; 
then alſo they labour to a@ their Faith and their 
Love to God and Chrift, *and'to ſer their 
upon things , and to look to their Sincerity and 
Uprightnels, Unto all thoſe things -we are: too 
backward in time of Proſperity, but in trouble we 
are awakened #nd quickened. 


Laſth, Afi;iQions- prepare ' God's People for 
glory, by working in- them ftrong- Delires, fer- 
vent Pantin ings and Breathings aker that 'far- more 
exceeding and eternal weight of ' glory; When holy 
David -was in a barren Wilderneſs, whereno Wa- 
ters- of  Earthly- Cotnforts were to be had, oh! | 

then his Soul,and Ficfh,and allflid thirft after EY 
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is Love ! When Earth 
js gone, then Heaven is welcome ; when the Crea- 


ture' is then Chrift is ſweet. 
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; b improv 10 attain this end ? 
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- Arſw. That our Afﬀidtions may thus work we 

E muſt be-ſure to bear them 4s Chriſtiansz*oup Car- 

j _— Deporrment in them; 'and'wndert 

- muſtibe as becometh Chriſtians, - that is, 4in 

Chriftian manner as Chrift did bear his $ 

\ We muſt et Ehrift before us for -our Example, to 
| im 
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az, en ep oie” "FD rp | 
Arl. .. By the conſcientious ves en: 
Duties. TY 


we. ſuffer? 
red for us, 


EO the Kaki as a ts eat 5 S 
4 jb ſmitten them, but they pe not OE $3 
God. expetts, that. when he ſmites us, we ſhould 
lay ic to, Heart, ponder upgn «it, and. conſider it, 
r-elſe -know this, - that there .is a-more dreadful 
finoke. of hardne(s pon thy Heart, than there is / 
upon, thy out-comforts.; , fox then, without this 
ale Conſideration., no Duty, is $ Pas <4 | 
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Erragd, what is his meaning ? 
69 Conſider alſo the merciful and 


of God towards his People jn' 
ph 5e Heb. 12. 6. SE 3- 19» > He grieve 
CE ek Foe aMiQ willingly, TR 
not W y, he loves 

them when he correfts them. 

(6.) Confider = on s$ fatherly Aﬀettion to his 
Children in Aﬀtiftion 5 Lam. 3. 33- Fug. 10, 16, 
Fer. 31. 20. My bowels are turned for tim. Heb. 
4». 15. Zech..2. 8. that touch them, touch the f 
apple of his Eye,  P/a}. 103+ 33. Gol pinicthihem 
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IK m_— te ms Dey of Go 
=" Y tendeft with Whit Pra fare os gi 
© FF ven God ? have we done ? ' | 
Wn (4.). What Errand and Meflage is this AfiQtion 
- come upon ? Surely gy gig ſome 
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doth deliver, and will deliver. Pal. ep $8. 
that ſow in'tedrs, ſhall reap in £44) He 
al the Vn mag of. our” . les 5 ; ne | 
Place where”; t » What, 
on Wk) Meafure, how much. Fr oy 
of Men and Devils are not able to wo a Ee. 
the weiglit, nor.a drop to the meaſure, of -what 
our gracious Father hath appointed for 'us. © ©, 
All theſe {even Conſiderations will” exceedingly « 
help us to make a profitable improvement ;of our 
Afliftions,for the preparing.c of » for that far-more 
exceeding and eternal "weight And alſo 
theſe Conſiderations will Ry fl es help us-to-- 
arry and behave” bur ſelves wright, and as Ford 
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that is made, an 0" itaup :- LEE thit 
come- in the room of that Mercy that is gone. If 
we labour thus ro. make up the Breach, the ſtroke 
will be a ftroke of Love, and by this we may know 
that "ffſi3ion comes in love to our Souls, when it 


makes us loye God better, and ſtick fafter. to. 


than before, and cleave more to; Nuty than be- 
fore : That which endeth in. our Loveto God, did 
come” from. God's , Love to us. Theſ are. the 
ſtrokes from a Father's Hand, and he will heat 
them in. his due time, which is the beſt time, So 
much of the Second. 


| Thirdly, If we would im ye our, 4 Fions ſo, 
as that they a preparing wy 
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Trepar wo ; ec "fo. prevent our >terna 
1 Cor. 11.32. Oh, could we by 
thus receive our Affiifions, and ſo take and bear 
brings and ſd. improve them after this Danner 
Candore might ne grant. es and 


k CH is 


= our Ne Oe to his Good-yill and Sorry: U 7 
was ſhewed before. C 


eciſed þ bk Ray he yp Affifions when we A | 
Ci yt He Th 10» 0 Yen we 
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Fer. 9. 24; zee, JN EI Iſt. 64. 55t0 wit, 18, A- 
bout the Aﬀiition that ſmarts; 2dly, About our 
Hearty, Chat- feel 3. Ii: About thEVHAG That 
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 Aftiction it elf, the Rod ata 
Ro as orig ering Work; in 
in * 1, In bearing 
6» 9. Hear ye-rberrod, in that 
K+. The voice of the Rod is the whole 


te) checichy th 
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Work: Mic. 7. 9. 1 =o ſee 
Lo.” Jam. 1% $5 Lam; 3Þ627s 
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provoked it. WES 22. ©:98- BY: Ed. Fob Fob 34. 


3. Embrace the God; for which 
- Thus muſt ve 1 de cxercie abyet out 


5 167 " TE 


Trp Wemuſtbe exerciſe about our Hearts 


.: Hnart;Confdctation of the Rod': \ Retheſ; 
7 14.-Welgh apo re it s we ſuffer, whence it 
comes, and: to what intended; 
of whith before, -.- 


| + Hearvdreaking utidgr 1c :, 1 Fer 4« pen 
124 
3. Heart-bending : Ouf irits muſt ſtoo to 
che Will of God... " Fol 
Ide. 
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God, 
hold forth the Life of CHA intheir mortal-Fieſh 
as Verlſ. 1Q, 11.0f this 2 Cor. 4. ſuch as Us 
Chriſt walked, that follow his : ſuch as oo ar 
aim'at, and follow after invi eternal t 
principally and chiefly, as Verſe 18 ;- even. 
Tad -fich valy as are exerciſed by as, 
ſhewed before ;, they, arc reapti 


quiet and peaceable Fruits 
and tray that fer more who. and eternal 


bar. They that beqr'ARiations 
tu, hg mprove mn as Chriſtians, a 
partake they ſhall parrakeſ 
of ths Prager + poten. red by tham for 
this weight of g . 
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warketh the greateſt Eternal Good. gg 
Ki £129 44 - | © 34 1 . ar 11 oC 


that t w | 
Lord, nor faint when they : are 


Eros Olhpoeraing 
[Rager, his Hand., . Nor: 
Tany A i&tion, how grearand 
lea) hw ayahcs Armen need ap 
Wit in love to'our Souls, and will lay, on 


pu he” will i Ns for be will pho 


| our. Souls fend in 
f noted, ven tort heed 
adc alitrle more, becauſe it isan hard thing to bid 
fi tion welcome,  andto bleſs God for taking, as 
las for giving as Fob did. , 
| And though ve have no warrant to pray for Af- 
K 1 (although we may pray that God would uſe 
to do our Souls good, andto prepare us 
 jry) yet they muſt be tha ved, 
God ſends them, and God is to be praiſed for 
them, 
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who can bear it ? Yetit is our regs La Duty, Fam, 


tr 
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--Objo Buri hi , that when 
nga a '' Refation, Joſs of mt opt 
when Fries are ( 


eahth, 
rays > Je we tan bid rheſe welcome, 
rjtr in ie 7 or ir be poſſible; wit ner 


Arſe 1. God himſelf grunts, Pat os rn 
his People are not for the preſe nt joyo 
he wn yi r2.11. not to The De ek in 
allows his poor le to.com ay 
der-them hich « Foted "thu Ernels $05 
them”: He himſelf takes kn & 5s MY 
Bros, 26." Fer, Jl, 18, Ns. Ly: ny 
their Wandrings, and puts | 
Bottle, He himſelf is grieved for their <2 


at 
Fer” 
ard 


Fuidg, 104 16, his rag wor ts of 
VET ) 6, S> 6 
if-our OT nts is, 


pleaſe him 

expeds eetighs Toy Thor ricvi 

our Sins, We never find in Scripture God's Pat 
le to be blamed for their grieving and complait 

ng of their Affiiions, 'unlets they were immod 

rate: God doth not forbid the workin 

ture; nay, God lgves tb'ſee Nature np 

and regularly. Aaron's Caſe, and Ex-liePs was: 

traordingry, and not to be drawn ing ' 

Chaſteni 
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is; difpleaſed Father's Rod, therefore 
Bees Gans i grief, ſhame, and for- 
12» it 15 the-Rod. of Love : 
he Grizf and, Zove inns his Children ; 
e rebukes and loyes, we. muſt grieve and love, 
t 

It muſt be granted, that in the pain, and ſmart, 
and. trquble that i ke uh ſimply mpervn = 

cannot, re nor bid the welcome : 
Fn hol £3 an, Hearttworſe than of a Beaft to 
Nox, it required, but. the cantrary-1s re- 
Gd. namely, to hamble- our ſelves under the 
w mighty Hand of God ; and to be ſenſible of his 
AF In to be afflifted,” and weep. and mourn, Fam. 
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A 2. Bur the ſweet Fruit,the Bleſſing of AffliFion,that 
Got iuitends 5 <0F' ſhall bring forth in us, which 
| pray tor,hope for, believe for,and to which 


wy have an Ryamaſhcn x as the Afflition comes ; 


this is that we muſt rejoyce in, and bleſs Godfor, 
_ ſo, in proſpect of this good Fruit, of this Bleſ- 
, and in hope of it, we muſt entertain our 
thankfully, as.thas ; 7 an efflited in my 

| 1a in my Eſtate, -in my Body > re are 48 

Vous, painful, ſad ſtrokes ;, but, Lord, "1 bope all this 

= «rio rnagh $- | hope the Fruit will be e good, yer 
| gps the pood Fruit, I p! 3ifi- and. bleſs 
mh Ne, cameſt ly beg the 3:ſfmg of®ll thy 
i/enems, $0 that, if we. duly confid+r, and 
= believe, that our Aflifions 1:e Teſtimonies 


il 9f God's Farherly Love-to us, and -care for ns; as 


Heb. 11. Rev. 3. 199 Whom T1 love, 1 ribule "and 


faith our Loc y, it being « \wexul token 
of God's Wrath not to be afflitt-: s Jo 14, 17. 


A Lerthem alone, faith God, 7 will net prilh :bom + 
Luk. 6, 22, And if we could firmly believe, that 
F 


Af. * 


- 


g6 Thegreateſt Temporal. Boil. 


them.-*'This is a ard Leifon to Bleſh ant? BI60H, 
who can bear -4 ? Yetitis our + ga m_— Fam, 


oo - Count it all I ver s remptd- 
; which Ithink malay tees he the = 


oft A Saints for Chrift 

rejoice and be LS | wor 
d r . 4. "Rom\Gs 4H 
Hons. Ll L. la 


Tabiny; Oh a 

ains are on 
Ley, Wf a; PR Sled” & 
rojblec'in in them 7 *Qr, if-h Fa = 


' Arſe cuthimiifgrans tht the Ah ns of 
his People. are not for the nt joyous, __ 
ine reef 12.11. notre deg; Talon 
—_ 


_ his poor to com and 
Mem? Which chores tis Tote 


thr, Ne weak tors HT of their 4ſſulp 
Exoil, '2, 28; "Fer, 31, 187 Pſd.. 5%,.. he | 

their Wandrings, and” puts: their." Tas, in 
Bottle, He himſelf is grieved for their. 
Fudpz 10% 16, his bowels cl, 19.65. mM, 
in 4 their 2 (5: Jobs "_ 

if-our 3 { 


pleaſe him i601 | 
expeRs that we* oa kn fo Pe: | 
 our'Sins,* We never find. in Scripture. Gov 
ple to be blamed for irene and copnpigle: 
ng of their Afi:#:ons, unlets they were imay 
rate : God doth not forbid the workin 
ture; nay, God loves to ſee Nature w hap 0) rlerhy 
and regularly. Aaron's 'Cafe, and Fees nc 
traoreinary; and not to be drawn oY 2 Ty 


wKO Sn % © PORES  S4SDnDvAniSEO, + hHoe,>-ZoQP rm bDOQ._. 


worketh the greateſt Eternal Good. 97 
Chaſtcaing is:a difpleaſed Father's Rod, therefore 
he - corny grief, ſhame, and ſor- 
COW: | it 15 the Rod. of Love : 
There: mr R Gr and. Zove in'us his Children ; 
He rebukes and loyes, we muſt grieve-and love, 


50, 

be granted, that in the pain, and ſmarr, 
trquble that my i. ſimply rr van _ 
annot, rc nor Burthen/ welcome : 
Shy $07 uy af pre oe a Beaftto- 


do @-; ;Nor. isit required, 1but. the cantrary 1s e- 
quired, namely, to' humble- our ſelves under the 
mighty 


Hand of God ;, and to be ſenſible of his 
Fx” to be afflited,” and weep and mourn, Fam. 


_ arthe ſweet Fruit,the Bleſſing of Afii@1on,that 
6 Lax ar 4108 ſhall bring forth in us, which 
hope for, believe for,and to which 
= ms = an & tre as the Affiition comes ;, 
this is that we muſt rejoyce in, and bleſs Godfor, 
__ ſo, in proſpe& of this good Fruit, of this Ble(- 
, and in ho of it, we muſt entertain our 
- than lly, as. thus Tan aide in my 
Relations, in my Eſtate, -in my Body > e are 473 
VO, painful, Jl rs Lord, 1 hope all this 
love t0 my Soul, 1 'bope 'bope the Fruit will be e good, od 
aut og gps oe | the good Fruit, I p: r#ifi: and. blef 
thy Name, an earneſtly beg the 3i:ſſine of®ll thy 
hs coy rok So that, if we. duly confidsr, and 
wy A believe, that our Aflifions 1:6 Teftimonies 
of Gad's Fatherly Love-to us, and care for ns; as 
Heb. 11. Reve-3. 19. Whom 1 love, T ribule "and 
faith one Locks $ It DeIng 4 a dreadful token 
of God's Wrath tot to be afflifted * #»7. 2. 14, 17. 
Lertbem alone, ſaith God, 7 will nc p1rilh bom es 
Luk. 6, 22. And if we could firmly believe, that | 
F Af.” 


> RE, 


RY Sy 


OR 2. 


FAM ORE 


{igns of the true way to Heaven, that 
for our profit, to- make us conformable to< 
and to.prevent our'cternal condemnation; an 


-we have need of them, and that they ſhall prepate._ 


us for eternal glory : I fay,' theſe things - 
believed, vr 0 Aft Om ſhall be a 
*thankfully to receive 'our Aﬀfiiftions, and -to/ 


the Lord, in hope to receive thoſe -fingular Vie 


ſings from them,  Rej 
alice, om. 19.12. It 


:Gef's Promiſes, concerning thoſe ſweet Friits of AG 
MiQtion, that we do not cheerfully bear them; . 


Lord,eacreaſe our Faith, our Hope, our Patience, 


There is Foy and Peace in believing:, Rom. 154 13» 
"Had we more hr br ſhonld has Pao ot > 


3 grief in our Atfliftions. We are glad when 
our Ph works, though it pnt us to pain, in 
Hope of Relief and” by -it ;, let us do ſb 
when God's Phyfick works, and -we ſhall be ſure to 
have Benefit by all. 


| _ Ohbj. But are not Afiitions Tokens of God's 
Jurc? and, can-we, or ought we to rejoice in them 2" 


Af. They art ſo indeed agginft the Wicked, and 
ſoare all the Mercies they" enjoy : And' they are 
TakeFs of God's Diſpleaſure againft the Sins of his 
People, but Tokens of Loye to their. Souls. Pſal, 


99. 8. Thou anſweredft them, @& Lord our God :,rhou 


waſt 4 God that forgeveſt them, though thou rookeſt yen. 


geauce .on their inventions. Iſh. 57.17, 18. and ©' 


.are Mercies t00, 1/4. 33. 17. 


w? * 


Arnþe 


Comforts, our 


Affliftions are the ſigns of our ge ht 


. Can we rejojce when God takes eway our choiceſt 
= deareſt Exjo wing hu | 


| 


-H--£-£-2-E.. == 


oorketh thegrianet Etiriul Good. 99 


hl," Yes, after we have been ſenſible, of God's 
Havd andr cen. humbl ame: » and if it 
way for better Mercies, and God be pleaſed 

to beftow more of himſelf, more of bis Spirit, _ 
his Grace,and Love upon. us, then we ſhal 
have re I ep and png Ry 
much, of ; cit part of our Jaty in. our icti- 
ons, That we.mufl not. deþi them. , | 


"Tk. The ſecond. is, That we mult not faint wn- 
der them, nor grow weary of them. -; This is the 
other Extream that we.muft carefully avoid.. Sec- 
ing Afflitions, which are but light and ſhort, work 
for us, and work us,for that far more exceeding and 
eternal eight of glory, therefore we muſt not grow 

By, this earineſs m 25 L a ſinkin 

this wearineſs, in general,'L mean, a ſinki 
of Spirit,; a deſpondency of Heart uner the R 
when a man is, as we ſay, Creſt-faln, .and without 
Spirit, ſo that he cannot bear up, his Spirit fails in 
the.day of Adverſity ; when a, man- 4s . willing to 
row of the Meth before God fakes it of; 
as 500. 4« >. P/4l.- $8. 14,15; 5am 4,48 
ready to dye, my youth up : while Juffer, thy ter- 
rors, 1 am diſtrated. Thy fierce wrath goerh quer me, 
thy terrors bave cut” me off, Thus Tpake Hema, 2 
choice Saint, TWAIN SST 

Here T ſhall briefly ſhew, 1.:the:@au/e; ;2. the 
cap this -Wearineſs, that we' may .the -better 
avoid its; 12; {F, IL 5, 2410/7 


5* 


vo BORED WI FRO (0-0, 


con. way, 


- 4 Vu —_ a 2, ymR—_ 
- 


PY Firſt, the Cauſe, and that is manifald, a-irſt, 
from Man himſelf; . we our ſelves are theCues of 
this Wearineſs, in a threef6id reſpeft, apt Our 


aot expetting Troubles; In Health ws 100k 0F-de- 
F 2 


10d The _ Temporal 6 Evil 
for Sickneſs, and when Troubles Come unexpetted- 
ly, they make us weary, 15. Our OVET ' 
vur earth Coiuforts. ly, Beta % 
are more Cafble or Ir 
ments. f* + 44 >. FRY 

2. In regard of the AMition it ſelf © "og 
it ſwells to any great height : 21y;When A 
ons are multiplied one upon the back 'of WV 
31y, When they be of long EA rear wit rg 
indifted on the nobler \parts, ant yen IO : 
5ly, When bur little ME Rc oRpary but 

ew 


or miſerableComforte to help ena prey wy the bue- 
then :- 6y, When the arche uit; and ordinatil 
they are heavy, becauſe Sin is light, and*Glory 
light; for when Sin lies heavy on the Soul, and 
Heaven much in the Heart, Afflitions are* much 
Cc the Body "Ni ſextif in. ker cunt anims 

in Celo 
' 3-10 regard! df: God; He puts: Leal into ſome 
mens: Buttheris ſometimes ; he ſets home- Sin and 
Wrath upon the Conſcierice, -and-then men grow 
wea 

4 in regard of the Devil, he doth his utmoſt 
to imbitter every Trouble, and adds his /T —__ | 
tionsto oO 4t- more incolerable. So muck -ior 
the Cauſe of. Wearincſ | 

$171 nt ©; 

2 Fecondlg;; Fot this Cure, We muſt labonr to 
avoid this WearineG under Affliftion ; and that 
we niay,'taketheſe Dire&ions : 

*. 4 DireR, 3ſt; Let us urge our Heavenly Father's 
Command upon-our own hearrs, and the Com- 
nand of our Lord Jeſus upon our ſelves * See the 
ex: Command- of God, Prov. 3. 11. Heb. 12.5, 
Be'*0.y2ary of his chaſtiſemems : j tint n6t when thou 
a7 corragg ; Thus ſpeaks our Heavenly Father * 
0 II 


 ___ © oc © ws Wo 1» 


 þ workeththvgrtitet Eternal Good. tor 
fted- 4 —_— of _— 
| 5exprels alto, Fobn 14.1. Let not your Bearts 
be troubled * Whatever fflitien befals-your let not 
your” Hearts be troubled. - Let us utgethefe Com- 3 
manids apon-enr ſaves : -Confider we;:s#. Is there * | 
any -caule 'of Heart-tr6uble, when -onr' Heavenly ke 
Father, the great Lord 'of Heaven and Earth, hath _ 
his will, which we daily pray ſor ? All. our Trou- 
bles are by the Will of God. 2. When the great 
Proprietor 'and Owner of all things: doth -moft 
wiſely -and moſt righteouſly diſpoſe” of his own-? 


EEE 3-21 


We 3»--When. we are called to rextler back but- what 
r 4 we tad borrowed ? Our Health, Bftates, Liberty, 
[ Relations, * Life it ſelf, all were - but?? lent - us. 
and | 4. When lefſer Mercies are removed, 'that' greater 
ach | *and better may-beibeftowed ?: 5, When we have 
ima on ities purged, which is the ſure Evidence 
they are /p &/antt that-we are made 
ow ; .* T | > #5 
oft 4 
ta- 
for ak 


8g. 


I, 2, 3- 
-*/ 2,0 That we may not” grow weary: \of God's 
Chaſtiſements, tet us urge Reaſon alſo. ypon;our 
£ ſelves, as thus: if I grow weary, I break .. the 
Mt x_—_— Comriiand -of my Heavenly Father, - and 
ie iſobey the Counſel of my Dear Lord 2: - 2, If I 
F grow weary, it: atgues. my Unbelief, - for, who 
wy would. grow ; weary of-long and grievous Aftif&i- 
D #ns, that did fully believe rhe. gracious ends: 924 
1 ' F 3 _ de> 


102. | Tha greateſt Temporal Evil . 
deſigns of Ged in them ;, and his ſweet Promiſes 
to: his «ffliGed People ;, and that 4flifions are in the | 
Covenant: that they are the Fruits 'of Gold's Fai 
therly Love, .and ſhall: ſurely work for our good ;, | 
that :the Groſs is the way to the Crown : Who | * 
believes things, and yet-is weary? | 
Agam-., By. Wearineſs* we make our Burthens 
heavier than God intends them -to be 3 Cheerful- || -: 
neſs: and Patience makes them lighter ;- The like 
AffiiZian to a patient, humble, contented Chriſtian || + 
15-much: lighter than to another fretful, weary, ant || - 
diſcontented-perſon, > 1-4 re Ihigg 
- Now, ,it 18 poſhble-we may make our Butrthens 
heavier than God intends them, thus :- x/#, 'When 
we think 'nof Trouble like ours ; Conſider. 'Fob's 
aſc hizRelatians, all his 


poring'on t ſo-thatall the ) | 

enjoy are quite ſiallowedjup : And have 'we any 
reaſon to greaten our :own Burthens ?: And 
- by*our Wearintfs we diſhonour Ged, and; gi 


fort ont ſelves, and diſcourage others; ++ 3- 4 


+ 3. Thirdly, Serious Conſideration, laying to.heart 
and/pondermg upon ſeveral things that may -pre- 
"vent this wearinels ; as, 51 

1» Conſider what this WearineF fignifieth- and 
implies :! it hath very ill ſignifications; for, to. be 
weary, fignifieth a want; or at leaft, a great weak- 
neſs-of Faith; for he - that believeth © maketh not 
hafte 5 -want of 'Zope, for we' muſt hope ito os 

| end; 


3 


-* 


ve 


— 


= 
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mother the greats PErernal Good. ro7” 
end 5 want; of Patience, fag Pajence muſfhave her 
work, which is to latt'as long as Trouble 
t. of Love, for Love endeareth lithings; . 
@ great weakneſs of thoſe Graces. 
Ae Got is long-ſuffering, He hath wai- - 
tea ON Us, 


3 I hath been the Praftice of all the Saints; in - 
all Ages, to wait on God. 

' 4+ Thatiby our 'wearineſs we- Iimit the Holy 
One of Ifacl; and do-indeed call in-queftion -all- 
—__ ttributes bf God, his Power,Wiſdom, 

Ly rs WIA, 


mn 


I04  Thepreateſt-Temporal Evil: | 
born of God, or no zh unite if, | 
born of | ether un 

newpa and pardona?, Or no ; pong 
When ſhould we. be weary of Affii4ion?: For, if -God 
, ve done ſo Will things for ug, ſurely he 
Fneh us,-.and-will.a us nd'more; nor n01onger 

an need: Such a Soul will fay, If the Lord: 

= come my God in C to. give; me 10 Chriſt, 
| * iſt ro me ;, to pardon my Sins, and +the me- into 


, 


wy = Tu £2.00 - 


ſciences - and cleany Thc 
bles without, you may haye 

| - God ftrike you dg 09 lay 
>  _ ontward Comforts, your Conſcience: 
/*you_within, and! charge you with þ 


. 


" thetis, .IFa man have a found and 


7 
- 

> o 
: 


; Trou- 


AG MH.2a AH mi” 5 —> + ft. 


a4 treads v4 + nm. _ 22 @©S 


_onlc e"M g our, Repent2nce, 
our Faith,-in t | IS, an w O 
nn nt the Blood.of Jeſus, and by New O- 


| rus take | 95 he 
wound onr Confciences, heed we wrong 4 re o 


' worketh the greateſt Ezernal Good. 05; 

'6- Sixibly, Spend many ts on Ziow, be 
grieved For the Aﬀtidions Thongs think upow- 
the Miſeries and Diftrefſes of many of the Lord's 
dear Servants, and lay chem taHeart': Divert.and 


turn aſide from muſing on your: own: Troubles on- 
ty; and let Stor's SOITOWS have _—_ < uri" on: 


RS. * ' r 


28. Faith Eran upor 

that Fax ongiy upon 

races Farrar bug 

Joh dured, and was-not weary, as ſeeing; 

him: that is inviſible; Heb. 1 2. 25, 26, having an eye 
to the recompence of reward. - 

A& ht. on. God's Power; he can 


who. is js and mergiful, orders alk the 
| your: 10ns, time, place; 
ya Tet L AR Faith on his Fee 
f ve, Pity, and-C ens, 
and. ENS 'by Faith-to realize the: promiled-pur-- 
chaſed Glory, which Afflitions prepare. youtors. 


; Dilate, pread, and Crpuns nd Kings yqur Tonghteand 
rg 
| 


Rs 6 OW PROk TC Karl ®$ ma FP 


qual 


Inheri incorr pare Tp that” 7 
itance., uptible 'ag A. 
detþ nas away, .reſerved..in.. Heaven for yous, thoſe 
many. ons ig.-your Father's Houſe, thoſe evere- 
laſting Habitations aboye z and ſweeten your wh) 
rits with.thoſe. Thoughts... 


8.. Zaftly, To prevent or-cure Wearine(, Irt, n5be- 
much jy; Prayer : Seek the Lord ſeat : his . Face: 
Seals leak his Strength < fe: [iy power, 19 

the fave, and 19 them.chay haveua-might be exoreaſchs 
F. 5. ffrenarks, 


x66 The geen Trmpora Evi 


Srength, Ia. 40.. 29 Fs pare hes. . P[d.. 
$Q..x5.. 1x. _—_ 99; 6 cal upon” Go, 
9 the day 


But his al FA 
UN Crt 6 om ma 


Me. a, Ber :, We muſt ſeek the Lord; miſerd: 


Tat; nd exteigiour Fi fo find: Its 


Ged;:and- ſearching/oi Hearts, to 
Sins, muſt go ft 
; and heat ay lng by AF: 


| 24 Seck. the 
Rod; Mic. 6. 9...' God ſp 
fiQions ;-all his Rods 
awakening, a dlorring 8 


2. Seck the Lord, and turn 50hiim eickairodt 


__ Hearrs:: Turn to him that + Ic is in yain'to - 
ſekGod, if we do riot. turn'from our Sins, bytruc . 


and thorow Reformation. . - 

- 4: Sgekthe Lord, and at Faith on. Jeſus, Chriſt, . 
Hoſ..6:x,2; Aer rwo Hye be will #6: Lu--- 
ther faysy. This s the Seripture Pani fpreks of, 1 Cor. . 
Is. 4. Chriſt riſe the third day wom-"r2y to the Scri- . 
pture +: What Scripttire ? 'Tb;s, (aith he: And then-. 
the ſence is this. As if the Chnrch ſhould fy, Our - 
Afﬀfiftions and Mitries ma be grea and we may - 
lye in'them for'a time'; Spidi iſt 3 he was 
dead, and baried, and lay. itt the Grave two days, . 
but he. was raiſed u od the third day,"  And-thus 


Hoult4Chtild of Go 


F 


exerciſe his Faith ; Pam 


pe the TOCTRE "0 7” 


* 3- Oon.of Gods in fo low a-cndicion A 
riſt-was, who is the Head of his Charch + , 
7 was;Man or Woman in ſo low a comdition-as { 


*was,z he lay not only under the weath- 
*and malice of Men' and Devils, but under: his 
*: Father's wrath alſo.;- He was not only brought to 
+ Death's Door, but to Death it ſelf; yn was - 
*ſealed up in his Grave, and yet Godraiſethim-- 
© up, Hereis Food for Faith : 1n what depths and - 
Sangers ſoeyer the Church of God and People 'of | 
| may be,. let us-aQ Faith on the; ReſyrreRi- - To 
99,06 ChriſE-s he was raiſed: np, .and $6 ſhalt we, - | 
ah I A Veg therefore-let us truſt in; the. li--- 

whleh raiſerh the dead, 2097. 1nge- 
Ns Cr aere means to. uſe, that we may: ' 


not grow weary-of God's Chiſtiſamentss nes faigr: | 
wader them. -. = 


- See row we [hs pane at 
Londen ney 


A 1; If thy Heark be drawn. out age: 
God, to love God more, to fear, topleaſeF-to fol--- 
-Jow-after God more, - it -is in-love = I6thiou. art 
more: fearful of Sianing, againft; Gahan megs* 
careful -to ere tr it 8g. og _ 
Ds. "_ -$$:45 54> +> 


” 
> OO 2. A PX 


+ 4, SS T.u CT Canna "FW, oa 
l " : BY - YL = 
os" CY 
» 


himſelf, IP wes reap 4 ray ucifie. 
= more to the World, and make. me: 
conformable to-Chriſt,. I-ſhall for everhy 
$a ome for them.. 
$.. The more Aiictions hene,. the more- 
2 Cor, 4. 16, Marth. 5. LO« For, 
more. the more Grace 18 CSR be 
more Grace here, the more Glory hereafter :. 
2d)y, The more Aflidias F--y=oy Du- 
ties W TY Ia. 26; Gs | 
'Pſal. 42. 122 Now God Po BS Eq 
according to by . works;... ough. oat 
I Lor. 5s WES. if he E.- 


oger than nood.: rg 7 133. 45+ 
Pſal. 22+ by 2s ; & 94-9. 09k 


we ſhall have. 
(2.) Think much oo-the real ſpiritual Advyanta-- 
we ſhall have by Afflidtions, Have.we not-had - 
ſme? bleſs God for thems.. 
(3+): Your choiceſt and chiefeſt Treaſure-is ſafe; 
your: Gol, your Chriſt, your Portioz, your Crown, 
your. 


worketh the greateſt Eter Wa EOood; 1H - 
a ES Ab in 


_- 


f our: > Sin, rey "the. or of. 
pic » 8. 13» 


come to 


po Labour ts live Fg keep it. as-- 
exerciſe as poſſible ;, for Faith inexerciſe 
the extreme vanity of all carthly things; 


IS O44 +7 MB-424 $2 5 4 5 


ſents to the Soul x 
in God*and.'C 
hy Coeares 4 
2dly, B ayer yore Ser SETS 
ſatisfied with the: naked enjoyment -of 
him 3.God is Wto the.Soul that trifieth in. him - 
Fob. 14. 8. 7. 150-Phil,3,8,.9- 

(8. )Labun every day to-be more-bumble/Jow and 
little'in your ©wT Byes. Who am 1? Tam nat wor- - 
thy of the leaſt of God's Mercics ; I have: forfeited - 
| ally I have improyed none ; it 3s Pride only. thar - 
"| brings Diſcontent: 
(9.) Conſider, the workt thar God dobh +to his «+, 
Froghbene. © bye 6 a chew good in. the latter 

: Foſ. 2. 14. Heb. 12. 10- 
Wo What God wills is beſt; God is Wiſdom 

"76 ſelf, and he, is Goodneſs it ſelf; when he ſends 
Sickneſs, Sicknels is beſte. . 

| (11.) That 


M0 cad. 4 


wy T5 T5 WW » 
. 


the more Grace here, the more G 

2dly, The more EIN 

tics will be. performed;; 2/0; : 109 4+ 1/4..26, 
'Pſal. 42. [Huge 1 Now God will r7eward- 


Py 3 ©» * 4+ tra oo lu 4 A © I —_— 


« "ou 
onger than need.; Fa I2, 4 
Pl 231, ; £949 aow.. 286 3 


1.) That theſe our ; are e all the Cs 
was. 5 
(2.) - Think much on-the real.ſpiritual 'Adyanta-- 
= we ſhall hate by Afﬀfiftionz, Haye.we not-had_. 
ame? bleſs God for them... 
 (3-): Yourchoiceſt and chicfeſt Treaſure: 
your:God, your Chriſt, your Portjoz, ror es ; 


A 4 PP _©Vv == tas © $5 i145 © = 
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Ch a BEL 


A => Y.0 
PI 


4 DF5 13: AM: Bc1hdo?: 1 i lh. 


workuth the greateſFEternal Good, 1+ 
your Abwtance lu aley your Grgepr, your Fool pre 


*.4 | 
.nomortified 
» = 


F(5.) Labout to. ion by FOR, and keep it. as- 
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2dly, By enabling the Sonl to center it {elf on God, 
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(8.)Labov every day to-be more humble,low and - 
little'in your ®wr Eyes. Who am 1? Tam nbtwor- - 
thy of the leaft of God's Mercics ; I have; forfeited - 
all; I have improyed none ; it is Pride only. thar-- 
brings Diſcontent: | 
(9.) Conſider, tlie worft that God doth to his 
People here, is but t6.do them. good jn. the- latter 
end ;. Hof. 2. 14. Heb. 12. 10- | 
{(0;) What God wills is beſt; God is Wiſdom 
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© to eſcape, a Body of Sin. to deftfoy,* a World to 
* conquer, a Heaven to ſecure,'an I have but a 
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Thoughts, and poſſeſs our Minds. 
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1-* in ble | 
| "> > 00d News from Sea.vr. hen gt 
'g00d ©, good ſucceſs 1n, Our Worldly. buſt- 
neſs, A6th-mote heartily affc& vs and 7 pre 
than good News frgm Heaven, Ot ana 


Mercy, then We., do jmmoderately, 
things. It was, Fr . otherwiſe, uk Feh "De 


"Pſal.'he 6,7: Miny ſay, Who who will ſhow 
any viſible temporal good > but,, et, 77.4 go? le 
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livies h groan Realirled. 123 
Ne, us: Thou bift | I 
pr tcherdr ron 4 "lobes rhety pg? doobe 
entreaſed., Ana TOE with all graciens Souls. 
"$ oben the 'gain' of ible ral things, 
[more Joy, Edfthe1ok sf thetbreeds more 
than the- gain' or loſs of inviſible ecernal 
things3 when the'gain of an Eftate, 'of Honour,” 
of the Favour of a great perſon,” doth © more re- 
joice the Heart than 'the ga pain ofthe Pear! of Price; 
andthe lo of 'an Eftate Friend' doth more caſt 
dow thzri the loſs 'df God,>or-4 zac Conſcience. 

[- 6; When'we are more afraid $f\$uffering than” - 
of '9in;/ and would rather-venttre' the loſs of in- 
viſible eternal things, than the 106 of viſible tem- 
poral - things: - Surely it was not thus with the - 
Apoſtles. and Primitire Chriftians ; they looked 
not on theſe viſivle temporal things, they did'not 
mind me Ns inordinately, 1immode- 
rately: ſ,. comparatively, they. are ſaid to 

A Gem's not'atalls.- 
__ Proof of this Point will appear, -T. by ex- 
preſs Precept IL. by the Prattice of Goſpel- 
Chriſtians In. by ſolid Reaſons, 


» 1 By expreſs Precepts: : beſides thoſe mention va 


( before, hn 6. 275"v Cor. 7. 31." Phil, 4.6, that 


in"'Col, g3 x, 2,3, $« Ser your 1: ons on things 
atove, and not on things\below, and nortifie your in- 
oMhiate affeBions : : 1 Fobn 2.14. Loveaot the world; 
nor the things of the worl:';, for be that loverb the work, 
the love of the- father is nor in bim, Let us lay that 


Cs to Heart, the loye of the World is utterly, incon- 


Ment with'the love" of God : Snitab|' to'that in 
Famni'q. 4 He that # T friend of +he woHld, is tee 
Enemy-of God ;, the friendſpin of this worlds enmi'y 
19:God.- It a dangerous things be the Efjemy *f 
G 2 God ; 
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_ God; nothing is ſo dangerous : See Nabum by Io 
God 3 S 2. Lord : ts. 's {a1 
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Lord Enemies ? Why, We 
the world, faith the Spirit 0 of God.  Althaugt but: 


- tew think or believe ſo, yet ſo it is, antite'io 
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r then 15 REDIF, and 1s,; 
dreadful, get ied wth 
-+ whe 
take'to be 
ted Viſible te 
World : Suc o_ —_ | prov rs eſo 
the Apoſtle, are the enemies pr God; 
ſmall matter : -let ns all therefore loa well bo 3s 


that we be not.ſuch. 
4% But who are be lied odd room 


4 Firſt, All ſuch as love this World, 20d the 

things of it, more than God, and Chrift, and Hea- 

_y things this Nag Clear: So Marth. 10.37. 
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ures more than lovers of 
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A do” moſt rea 
moſt upon, and ſpeak moſt of ? Is ir not 
oi. eng horde a NE. 
Thoughts, Mornings ſoon,, and Ev late ? 
| Where are their Hearts and Aﬀettions. mi 
our Conſciences ſpeak.; Whom do we ſerve molt _ | 
follow and purſue moſt, God or the Warld, | 
aged Who hath the precedency a. » 
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lypremacy in our. Hearts ? What Intereſt is pp-- 
permoſt in onr ;Souls.? This is a -plaire. Rule. of 
Froup, ape and if we will ſuffer our own Conſciences: 
to ſpeak plainly, aad tell us the truth, we may 
nk whether we be, Friends of the. World Or NO. 7 
Let us deal faithfully with our ſelvein.this great- - 
Caſe, and/not flatter and.deceive ourſelves, . as 
mott do, and fo miſtake our ſelves, by taking, our” 
ſelves, to: be the. Lord's Servants, when indeed we. 
are his rcal. Enemies, becauſe we are Friends of 
the Worldagd by this miſtake may we-ruine our 

"=o dex T 
; AH fuch as covet, defite, ſack after the- 
win,» ant Pleaſures, and Fayours of 
Lo Grace: 
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He thar is commanded by the World, i" 
36a > Fricnd.of, a Woes one .Fri 0 com- | 
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ble. Can the Profits and Pleaſures of the 


, . X ” * , Y 
_ * » 1 « LF : . : ” LR - 0 - 
"Sz . : & \ of - s s 

& » & y " 4 : 4 ) 
\ e Av. 
_ \ 
- 


"126 Heaven and Earthepitomizd*: org. 
command your Hearts, Thoughts, Aﬀedtions, Titne 
and Strength, yea, and Jour Conſciences to? 
Can the World keep you from Ro 'God# | 
you diſpenſe with-the Seryice* off tend - 
the World? 'F vhen ſure-you are the Frtwof i. 

*  Fourthly;" Are you more 'intimate,'friendly, 'and 
familiar, more pleaſant and joyful in the company» 
of the People ofthe World ? And ia your dealings 
with the things of the World, are/you more de- 
lighted and pleaſed, ana are; agit wer more fn 
your Element, and where you would: , thin 
when. you axe in the company” of  the'$ 
than/ when; you aft dealing” with' God « 
and' heavenly things?-' "David, who meat- 
ly-iri God, ahd in Xs Word, and in his Saints, 
profeſſed himſelf ro wn Strangeriin the Barth, as 
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they are temporal, wm: *e 
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Eftate, Liberty,” yea, our" Life, is but a' Va 
that appears but a little time, and then! 
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'teniporal things, 
the -outwardigpod) things of this World are' moſt 
times grear'Enemies to ur Sons; an&Havepro 
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fitory , momentany things-: Top All fie 

Relations,| bow::dear and near{6ever; our rome | 

away; therefore not fit for immortal Souls to = 
Reaf. 25 Becauſe theſe: 'vafible 

very hurtfn} and prejudicial to them; 


the greateſt confluence of ther, bit” beneficial 
very few, Deur. Pet "Ohy by er ow wept porn 
the better for | 
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they are good-in th es, 
;..þut this: hurt comes partly from'the Devil, 
_—py from mens:own Corroptiong,+, - + - 
From-the: Devil, the god of this World, 
2 Cori 4« 4 who cauſeth Miſchief to the 'Souls of 
Men, by the good things of this world, theſe ways : 


1., He miſrepreſents the things of. this world"to \, 
Men, the Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of it, 
Liberty, Health, Eaſe, — Eftates, the Devil 
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means, but 14flencth-eternd Bvile, | 
and Vengeance, and &terngF Damnation: the 
Devil makes theſe viliblo'temporal things | ful 


eo-men. 2 | 
JP. This hurt comes to mnt throngh their'own 
1 26hs Thishrt within n; withoutwhich : 
, the Devil.euldnot'hurt 5.-1f Men litd} not. | 
the! "of rhigw00ld within them, rr. 
"y hind, an 
4, faſtable to 


unto + En rt —_ and ther 
their Hearts ars' carried” out 1mmoderately after. 
theſe Oy (e& Satany coul&nor hurt them.. | 
Miſthiefs which carrhly'things. 
through the-Subtilry of 5a6ry 
jons, aretheſe © 
Firſt, Theſe Earthly things hinder mc: * 
coming; to, Chrift, as they did the your war 
Matth, 1g. 22. by darkning, their Eves, bln 
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d delight in them-than' in God: and. his 
Service: Weare in danger of forgetting God 

of falling into ſinful ſecurity; in danger -of being - 
lifted up with Pride and ben RA ADOIDY 
provoke God; and in danger-of growing care | 
and negligent inthe Service of God ; Andtheſeare 
great Evils, | 4 
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LOMth> Becauſe of x F. 
ge Vario, 
of all earthly. 


his Ti and ouade like unto God, andlike un- 


to The Great God is his, and-all the great 
thingx'of the Covenant. are his; Chrift, and all 
his Benefits are his; wes what mean,low,baſe 
things are all the: viſible temporal things, of this 

Workd, in compariſon of God, of Chrift, and Glo- 
ry ? gracious Souls are in meaſure 
made like God: - And we read what a low efteem 
God hath of theſe things, Lake 16. 15. aa” -- 


| e Spice of Cnc 16 Om 
meaſirs} atd-the fame mind that Fam, 
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«6d: Becauſe racious Squls a are re born of God, 
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fadeth not away, 
who art -keps (for it) Ye 
py Got unto. ſlvarion, And" they-' 

'God, and *or Heaven they' 

gone Portion here, nor theic 
are bound for another Gount#y 'they:ſeek a. 
that hath Foundations, and their Hearts are where _ © | 
their Treaſure is: and therefore they do nor)-much 
mind and regard thoſe viſible tempor gn 


' -7\Reaf. Becauſe they have been {> often FN 
pointe and deceived by- thoſe" they never 
tound that in - them' which they expeſted from | 


' them; the World hath ever proved: falls 'tothem5 . 
they have rryed it, and by. Experience have ever | 
found it oor dren Vexation, and nothing elſe,” * - 


8 Res; And Laſtly, Betauſe gracious Souls haye 
Principles of Faith in them, they have”the'fame 
Spirit of Faith -in them, that" thoſe Primitive 
Chriftians had,* and that is a viforious Pridvepleg a - 
World:conqucring Fajth, Heb. 11. l | | 
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Riches and+ Honours of Phargob's Court ; Alas ! 
how vile arid baſe are all earthly things, in compa- 
Tiſorv of the Eternal'Gad, the All-fi cient Good ? 
And "by Faith the Soul Font it ſelf upon this 
"God)*andapplieth'and appropriateth this God 'to 
KinnſatE. This God is my God, '1 Sem. 35.6. Tal. 
'3'47 146 7 ſaid, Thou art my God;, and 48. 14. This 
[God ow God, and 73.26. My Portion, Alfo,. by 
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| of better things: than thoſe 
things are; oF a better Lit,'.an eternal, 3:of 
a better Reſt than can-be had hare, -even ap,cver- 
laſting Reft-; of a better Inheritance, /2 Pet«.2, 4. 
an incorruptible'and uadefited one, that fadeth not 


away of a better Country than Earthatbeſt,cven - 
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than. the beſt Houſe here, even an "houſe -not mage 
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| Faghtaodl Hope upon, the many exceeding great 
a 1 in"the Word, made to!” 

e in their - and relye upon his 
ne! in gem, we On Topgorcad 


: 


of th $668 
P uieti aka Yrth in"us, 
AT | andy. ponder ppoc ©. the geact+. 
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ob arr re, It ns fully dre 
098 Jaagments rorhe Judgment of Gl, and fl 
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ly acquieſce.in-God's 
_ y fora] Un | | ewe 
udgment "of! Jo 
Jonere tw ion ll tmp ; Zi 
That the Judgment of God is right and beſt; and Jl 
ler us not lean to our own Underftandings, and by 


this means we ſhall be much, þelp2d to bear all our 
Atflitions with Comfort and -Patiegce. 


So much of this DoGrine. 


Si. ll. _——— 
— Hh 
"—_ —{ 4 —_ _—— 


—_. 


Now to proceed to the laſt wordsin this Verſe: 


2COR. iv. 18. 


| But 00-the/1 which are wat} 
q ws Jute | 4 


if 


*HIS is another At of Faith ; MONO TY 
Tit i. riot only to Kean ine, 1») 
are zbut A 
Pot uns Ce ns ah are pum 7 for, they, are 
eternal, we leok-;, the ocigiaal word 1s 
Proſicto, to look {criouſly, igently, L 
npon a thing as his mark and ſcope, ro 
with ardent deſire to attain that which he: looks 
for. Now faith . the Apoſtle, We look nor on. thoſe 
sbings which are ſeen, temporal gs as our mark 
and-ſcqpe, with ſuch diligence 40At- 
tain.them z -we feengt ſuch worth-and excellency- in 
them, as to ſpend. our beſt Thoughts about them, 
and our ardent Aﬀe&ions upon! them; tio, no, but 
we look on rbings not ſeen ;, we look on unſeen things 
as 


4 
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cious Souls, to be ; 
Glory to him;; 2Cor; 5 'S. 

to God, to his Lees. to py them to "bi Pro- 
miſes to believe and reft ttm} tohisProvi: 


dentes, to-0 arit* Vt, the an{we- 
Fin them by bi&D 
X Z: Sevondiy; Gunn rB&fet us, the 


Imags 0f-Yhe Tv", ho tri Son -of 
p Got ;, Re'was once Ate d ten ig the F 
apd'ſhall be fo” again '# His ſerord * 
Burnow wve-ſce him t6t, yeb tio" 
himy- and ook Hit Re e 
may look upon an{bhofd"t v 
Fai "nNanc Love to, en jo! Inior 


Waite it Fg Cor id fa of = 
reftion, and 3 74 his L 1 
Grate for Grace : This: 


_ -.. wenn —_— IP 


om SIS - = wt 
| ile that he thy Nei Ks =" 
Faith, and tabe up he 0g A hem, and ma 
nſſeſt Aged. 74 Poon ee | tha T 4 13s 


torn tc #Sing« p# 2% 
ore mie: N aber 


to 


nn 
| but £6" 


and 
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- i hertr ; but true Chriſtians look on them as ECX- 


ward, 
hield- 


Glory, ; and will 
Plat. 


I 63 | d Earth area: d:, or, In 
glorious things which our Lord hath purchaſed ; » on 
as Peace with God, his Fayour, Acceptance wich AL 


ferions thoughts,” an 
or beve oats pa | 
Dry of ors er FO, 


| Before I<dme to the 


| Reaſc of the 3 
hte abGre-t6 open. this Ao Ks dn, Fi | 
the Objett of it. ihe 


E:> bis For the AR, Looing 3 ni after mo 


$10 .4 


-5f Ienotey Realiry, ane Fad [2D 


Tr eriible. and "pa 


edings: 26l} e1 A Tad # he ſulfece of trig 

was. A. > ! SA Woes + Pr - mdf /Oen.. We ao 

as WY DOTCTY LINN 3s ' ite viable to-our 
Bc ov Eves I , GTO PAIRTIVIL 1130) 
kb | an — - . a - | *wy 
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= 1 


Vi-" 

4 TD. For the O th are. thi thar ure. 
ful'Þ riot ſeen : ge Objt Ciberge. th ed; the 
Properties cook ry 6 chat 

Li. They are ſpiritual things7, fo in their. Na- 
F520 raed by the Spirit, 1 Corv 2. 8. add 
ſpugit by cerned and navatbereile 


1 


bon 
dey' 


2 high;great, and glatious things; 
| oa dthe moſt 
hgh in —_— Droſs and Dung 


ils of them.” 
_ choiceſt and the beſt» things, 

DET, of: our Hearts and Minds, and-wf 
our AﬀeCtions : What is the Chaff40:the 
T What is the Droſs tg the Gold 2 What is 
e. Parts coHea or the Creature to God ? | - 
* 4. They are Heart-transforming, \ ay, Dn 
; ding, Heart Jar of 138.104, To things, 
3 17:18. 
a 


2 20M. 1 Pet. 1e$., 


foe Be of Faith, bi _—_ Heart, 
aid Coe ef and kable le and "O41; _—_ 
5. They are real, ſolid, oftan ntial things, 


| arr ind as viſible bows 1 things are .; po 

LOs the bling of of their goods, 

for th hae Je. - lppnny rifles 3 becauſe they 

| bad in Heaven ſubſtamial things. The of this 

| World are all vain, vine Vanities, _ that 
ac > Prove, 23« 5+ 


ax >Saul-atisfyipg, and Heart-conten- 
ting thin 3 heh as have.them ſhall never this 
more, IS, inordinately WE_—_ 
derately ar akty ly things. + 


7. And 


- 
EEC ith ©. neat. 2 dt. Hs 


—_ " oilbuberabd Eathebiromiet x." 
+ And Ubftly, They are etertfal things, perma- 

neat, abiding, laftin , everlaſting things; eternal” 

Life, eternal Glory ; everlaſting Conſolatign, 
everlaſting Reft ; We ſhall ever be- with” the 


- #:O-tmy'Soul # Can I;be a true Chriſtian, and. 
*5/ be a Stranger t0this Pradtice of bonverfing with. 
** thoſe invitible eternal- things ? © Can. The Te= 

> ** generate, born'of God, born from abow zfid 
- be'@' Stranger to this Praftice ? Can Thequier 
**. in Conſcience, ſo long as I live-in the negleft 
** of this? - Can I groundedly hope to-live and 
"+: converſe with God and Chrift for eyer hereaf- 
"*:tcr, and be [uch'a Stranger to this converſe with 
</hiat here ? Can I have any Su bo bir wry 
*. without this ? 'Can I have any true Comfort 
« in Life or Death, - or bid Sickneſs or Death 
* welcome, and be a Stranger to this ? Certain- 
* ly no ; Therefore, O my Soul, labour for more 
6 Emilice  Acquaintance* with thoſe inviſible eter- 
** nal things, -and exerciſe thy {lf more in the 
* Meditations of them, © 


veSe 2.8 Ty Que: LEW B55 

The Grounds and Reaſons of the Point,” Why gracions 
Souls do moſt ſeriouſly gterd df] cron 
viſible eternal things, 


\ Resſ. I Becauſe they. are® conthanded {6 
to do, Cob. 3. 1,2. Set (your affeions upon things 
wove, not - on things below, "Mat." 6.' 19, 20. Lay 
your Jebves ereqſires' in Heaven, not in Earth, 


. 


Tim. 6. 19. 


NL. Be 


" 


peas the a Realities, 1 71 I 


oe Becauſe -.truly-gracious Souls are endued 
diyine,,, and, eternal Principles, 


which do encline, diſpoſe, ard ſuit them to thoſe 
inviſbje end cetera things 3: Fam.. 1. 17, 18. They 
00 . of God, born. of God ;.. their extra- 

100 1s, yenly; I Pet, 1. 23» 2 Pet. I. 4. I hey 
muſt needs.mind God, for. they are begotten of 
himg He'is their Father, they have his Image on 
a and they muft needs mind Chrift, tor he 
a in them; and the Spirit &r they are 


their-ow| Home, their Inheritance ; - the Princi- 
ples of the Divine: Nature enclines and diſpoeth 
them-to. mind things above, As they that are- af- 
ed ye do Hayman things Lore fleſh, ſo rey 
wid or de mind s of the 
he this i is t wrong; difference 
ty carnal and the tiritual man, Rom. 8-536. 
t\Fob# 3. 44 Everything afts according to itsPrin- 
ples. -1f Men and Women have no other Prin- 
Ciples in 'them; but ſuch as they brought into the 
World with them, which are only earthly, and 
have ao other Spirit than the Spirit of the World 


in: them z; they cannot mind heavenly things, for 


ſuch - as is the earthly, ſuch are they that are 
earthly; Heavenly things are contrary to their 
Natures, anfl to their Principles, and therefore 
they , cannot mind them; - But” holy Sonls have 
yi 4s te of the Divine Life, and they live the 
Lie 

"HI: Becanſe their Hopes are ſet, grounded, 
fixed on thoſe inviſible eternal things; their hopes 
are norin this Life, but in God, in Chrift ; Glo- 
ry, Heaven, and Eternal Life, are 'the Objes 
of the hopes of all rruly-gracious Souls ;, 1 Cor. 


155 16s Rom 5.2. Heb,6. = 19. Tit. 2. — 4 
it, 


Spiris : "Heaven is their Father's Houſe, 
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272 FRE Eweh þ eee AD ors. 


Tit. Tn. 1 Pet. 1. 13. 1 Fobn 2. 3. We -mult 
cond eine 4 ther, - and ſet our "AﬀeRions u 
them, becauſe we hope to- enjoy ot = 


Phil. 3. 20, Ft. © 
1V. Becauſe the People of God -have« 
rience in ſome meaſure of the feet afd 


on them *% 


comfort of the Word and Promiſes ; 


veth in them, tier ihe Gal. 2. 20. They | 
live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, Ga $5. 
- © They live by, and live upon the "Fob 
* - Bo TI07 live by Faith, in the 
promiſed, pr Inheritance 3 Ce heye of 
bf Erornd Life. Tit. 1. 2. and ——— 
on. of A 2. They live in hope of a better 
roan after their | Houſe in Heaven ; 
they be, a Country, an heavenly ;, and therefore 
they -cannot but mind and intend, look unto, and 
aim at thoſe inviſible eternal things. Our nataral 
Lite, much leſs ont ſpiritual Life, doth not confift 
in the things which we poſſeſs; that is, 


in viſible 
pen) += for;'te God we Joegtrzgnd bows 


Bur 


VL Be- 


—_— 


< Jeſt 


a” 5. 


= 
— 
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uſe theſe. inyiſible eternal things are 
BETs TY that are ſuitable and fatisfying t 
| ous perſons;  Earthly things 4p 
Og bo tea Heaven-born' Souls ;| Riches, Ho- 
nonus, P res, nat' ſuitable, nor ſatisfying to 
I tal” Soils, which are begotten of God: 
Harvhly. things, are no Bread for Souls; J/a. 55. 
2 6, 27. They are all but Aſhes, but 
th Sod, not .Food for Souls; theſe 
le to the Body, Meats for the Bell and 
Meats 3 but God, and Chrift, "nad 
7 for the Soul, for the. renewed gra- 
4 things will not content it, 
VI. Becauſe theſe inviſible eternal things are 
the beſt, the choiceft,” the chicfeſt, Lt moſt ex- 
celtent gingy the : cocipaehings _ will con- 


1s, Ye 
things are” —_ ſure and 


, Becauſe 
þ  Tacary aide end need 200 ha fue nr 
| ath,'6, 19. nor- moth,” nor ruſt, .nor thieves 
can fort ps of theſe ;, 1 Cor. g. 25. Heb, Ll. 9, 10. 
&.x e14. i Pet. 1. 4. Pſal. 48. 14. This God will 
& our. God for ever. None can ſay ſo of Relations 


i of Health, Wealth, or Liberty. 
is" the Believer's for ever : ; their Joy 
everlaſting, none can take it from them; their 
A is eyerlaſting, their s cvcriafting, 
I 3 IX, Be- 


TIC 
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IX. Becauſe by minding oh, 4 nd by £5 ing os 
Aﬀe®tions upon thoſe inviſible eternal things, the 
are much freed and pore from; th lj; n 
Fears, Cares, SOrTOWS, Entanglem ats ie 
brances and Temptations, "that accom | 
minding of thoſe viſible temporal things. vith 


tit in Nervo, cum Anima fit in Celo, 

Oh, the intolerable Burthens, the utta 
Snares, Cares, and Fears that attend = 
ly things ! how are the | Minds of wo FA 
Us diftrafted, diſtempergd ed, 


theſe ? while they mind L her PAY ati lr 
dinately, What croſs 


Diſappointments do abun. ch meet with-? how 

ly are mens Minds bewitched with theſe t 

what unruly Pact are oftentimes ſtirred of 
a Tr ape” 6 out into many, ur omety 


words and. 


wound 19 


hly things, and can 
things, and can fix our Minds \ upon, 
- heavenly things; how are ou? Spirits 
and diſburthened , and our Mind: Rf be view, 
ted: Pſal. 63. 5, 6. My J foul fhal be oo Pl 
with marrow and ameſt: When I remembe: 
my bed, and medizaze on us 


Tavifiltiet.gh qniatefoRaakitias? £5 


O, the ſweer Peace and T. 1 
wal ir xe tr heed hr 


Q, But mhevie conifts this Diiy of tobking bw 
eternal thi s? Wha is #by minding of 


to invifible 
hem? And bom muſt s Work be managed ? | 
Þ 4 Hrſw. 
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Hf. 1. It conſiſts in the diſtin knowing, and 
right underſtanding of thoſe invifible eternal things ; 
$0 know God and Chriſt, the 4yſtery of God atid 
mbar Harare Leak, da _ ohr 
Lord Jefm Chvift, the Fiber of glovy, "would gfe us 
z0 = ris of pijſdews end revelathes in the now- 
tedge of bim : That the eyes of our undexftandings may 


eternal 
"the mo 


Fr 


cquaintance with my 
wt Or relithof tag” .5 
more experience of the ſaving workings - of 
Holy. Spixit, more ſenſe of the love of God 
1n Chriſt :- Oh, that Þ bad clearer Eyidences of my 
_ titte. to, Everlaſting 'Reft :. Oh, that the Love of 
God may be ſhed abroad on my Heart abundant- 
ly : Oh, that I could taſte more ſweetneſs, and feel. 
More Power in the Word and Promiſes: -Oh, thar 
I could converſe more with God, and have my 
Converſation more aboye, Thus holy Souls pant 
_ and breath ate God and Heavenly things. 


4. In 


— 


po 
, life, . Pf41.63:%. 

& better than life ;, bo 6. = 
hr of Fo. chimtenance upon us, This 
rf a more than the encreaſe 


iating theſe inviſible 
-- nn ; Lord, and my 


things 


He, ; The binglom prepared or me , the crown 


' 6, In frequent conyerſing with them by medi- 
tation, *contemplarion, - conſideration ;, ſpreading 
and ſpending bur-moft ſerious Thoughts, and our 


moſt fixed and deepeſt tations on them, and 
-never'leave —_— 


any: dering, mu- 
Mgr ruminatin ore and ps on_ cn mn, tac our 


Ba t our Hearts are not ed, nor railed 
-- 'enflamed; 


A Ana 0 taſty, In a cotiverſation ſuitable to thoſe 
inviſible eternal things 7 Phil, 3. 20. the' Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chrifttans had. their Converſarions in 
Heaven; This alone iS true, real minding of, and 
converſing with thoſe Heavenly things, when we 
tive the lite of God, live like God, like ſeſas, walk 
in the Spirit, to be boly in all manner of converſarion;; 
2 Pet. 3 14. 1 Pet. 1.18, 19. To be like Chrifl 
in Meekneſs and Humility Manth, 11.28, andin 
Party; 1 Fobn 3. 3. in contempt, of the World, 
and Vanities of u; in Heavenly-mindedaeſs. 


i5 Ard . 


178 | hank and Ber qpionixt a 

And thus we inyiſi- 

ble and eternal WI 

and perfe& Peace, tn Ft Hah 4 Ciel 

ol w. 
and 

be envi 


Moreover, I conceive, that the 
Primitive Chriftians did look alſo unto 
eternal Evil things, and ſpent ſome 
frac "os Babe 4 

Err Death, 


ring the Love and Grace of. God ..in y 
which they were delivered from thoſe.iny 
eternal Miſcries, which their ng 
ve find often. in their Praiſes. 


2. In their Pra to eſcape tha ee 
TY adoring for urance of their ko 
bro: tly 
TI Nat they might nol E 
ir Ev 


+ princi S think, they looked unto thoſe 
rnviſble erernal Good things, to ſecure their Title to 
them, and Intereſt inthem : and ſo minding them, 
as ftill to preſs refs forward towards the Mark, of the 
Price of the high Calling; and with the: fore- 
thoughts and >.4 them, did ſupport their 
Spirits under their Troubles, and ſweeten their | 
pallage through this preſent evil World.” -  ! 


So much for the Dottrinal part. 


oy Firſt, For Information. 
1 Inference, . Hence a 
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and Excellencies, the choiceft, greateſt, and beſt, 
things, But woe, and alas! how little are thoie 
things minded ?_ It, as Corr, Wine, and Ot : Who 
will ſhew 1s any” good, any "viſible temporal 
good ? 

Now, is not this extream- Folly and Madneſs, 
for' reaſonable- Creatures, © made for God, made 
capable of enjoying God, and alt thoſe inviſible 
eternal good things; for them thus to labour and 

nt after the-Dukt of the Earth,' v0: ſpend their 


ou Minds, an Seren apon. __ which 
ke, which will ogths pon "thus 


10 waſte procions Time, bd DR nt 

' for periſhing faiting things, and negle@ i 

eternal things ;, the incorruptible Con, es | 
deb not away, the undefiled Inheritance, the ever- 
hfting Kin ,<ternal Life and Salvation ; not 


' to look on; ſe, nor 'mind them, nor 4abour for 
then : Yet this is "the. common of the 


World. It is amazing Madneſs, rig ta 
booridly aff 


_ Thus Gotcrpopiery Fer. 2.11, 12,17» 
aiſhed, O ye bequens, at be" 

be ye very deſolate, "ſaith of Lord: For my people 

have committed two evils;, they bave forſaken me, the 

fountain of living wagers, #nd bemed out-Ciſterns, bro- 

ken Ones, can-bold no water; © Provi1, 20, 

- 21, 22. , Yet-ſheb isthe Madriefs of all by-Nature, 

anti grey to be lamented. + © | 

J alſo the ind end darknef of 

- Men by Nature, that they cannot” fee the excel- 

: E-ncy of thoſe inviſible eternal things; nor-their 

--own abſolute neceſſity of them, and concertment in 

«them : "The God of this World-hath blinded the 

minds of them which believe not, Kft the Light vf 

- the Qorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who-is-the T of 

: God: ſhould. ſhine"jato them ; ; This gl6riouslight 
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ſhines n Loo? d ſhines into' many of 


ES 


; the t uiling, 
Fairs, natute of:the World, that ir ſhould ſo 


of 
a nr br ther will » they-turn thedeaf 
ao all : But for*the World, how ſoon are Pev- 
le perſwaded to eihbrace it, to follow hard after 
ns: Pains too much ta. at- 
vn Ir 

\ hal plierering there in thoſe viſible temporal th | 
Taclogl that ſhould ſo ny 
Souls, Amen» ns, 


lity is the Root of all; IST 
impolie .whir hey oF brroe Fa orly, 
or py 
id cagetly y: follow'd and purſued, if the vanity and 
of it, the'em a pms and inſufficiency” of 
it the > formnanec, © wes! ripe of = were 
deed belieye were impoſh 
and orious God, the Alſufient Good, that chr 
fed Jeſas, that Heaven and Eternal "Hap pwr ; 
ſhould bei/ſo/ſlighted and negletted, i6the 
truly, really, and bearnil believed. 


[Xi ma range ad «.moſdtrue, has Pep- 
rote unto, and ſpend 


err yh = ppon the t of this pre- 


ſent mn World,..and can think'and deltght- 
fully of them, but have no mind 2 Bak or AS roy 
of ereradl things. *Oh, pemilum 


and.deceiving World ! corrupt, car- 


"nal, deceitful Hearts op Ne ſuffer the World | 


thus to deceive us ! 
It the Heart-Blood of -Chrift to,deliyer his 
People om. this preſent evil World, Gal. 1. 4. 
"Could we apprebend (2 Miſchief ghjs World hath 
done us, and dgth;ſtjll do; us, -we ſhould have, but 
little kindne6-for it $-and if ofice,we.could; 
the Affurance of our title to that World 


we ſhould not care how ſoon we were gooc out | 


this. | 


2 Inf, Thirdy, RE, 
bleneſs of immocerate Wor 
Cares about vifible 5, Being; they are 
but temporal, paſſing, tranſient,momentany things, 
why then ſ@ much care to get. and keep them ? 
Why ſo much fear of loſing ther ? Why ſo much 


Joy IgE and, wby ſo mach Tranble in 


.Why 5 elm: EN ea Fear about Life it ﬆK, 
which is but a Vapqur ? Fam. 4; 14. Alas, we rejoice 
in things of nought, and are grieved for the Jokk of 
Shadows ; for ſach, and no better at are all 
viſible temporal things, in, compariſon + 
eternal things. Let us all bewail this e® 
when thall we be wiſe 2 How long ſhall-we ple 
ones love this our ſinful Simplicity ? Prove 3. 22> 
Oh, how lang e're we be able to diſcern between 
Good and Evil ? till we know the _—_—_——— 


penn th Unreaſons- 


Id'y Foy, Sorrow, Fear; 
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ful,. and approve and purſue the things which are 


moſt £,and, ayeuÞ our Hearts-entirely 
49-5. 43-44< 8... =O : 

4 i by x Pra Hence appears; the abſolute 
Neceſhty of eration : Seeing” we arehy Na- 
ture, ſo ignorant,'dark, blind, ftupid and dead, thar 
we cannot ſee nor_underſtand thethings of God, 
nor the. things that. oalopy 60 our. awn Eternal 
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We "4 ho hope Ys Hof % +” | 
and to enjoy al N thoſe? inviſible eternal good things, 40 
we tiot-?*  Let-us be" Kitid' to'our own Souls, as 
ro try our Title, and the grounds of our Hopes: 
Sure here.is one Mark, .by which we may know - 
whether our Hopes be — or 'no; to 
wit, by-oup Heavenly- What do W2 
aim at mainly, mind. chiefly; look on, an a 
after principally ?” Ts: re bd bÞ 
bles. or 1i ?.1 Let us eta Lk Vl 
Which way runs the Streath-!of our: "Pp 
the Current of our AﬀeRtions, the Tide « 
Diſcourſes'? - Which way runs-t ftronge G 
dieft ? . Put: this Cn doſe to- ES 
ences,” and/ require a-dire# F=: - | 
dally and' , but be-iſeri hs Ol 
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moſt upan their. Thobahts and oo gebntar 
Hearts: This is their Charafter, and it appears 
in 4 their Wards and. Actions, 

Bur they: thatrare after the fe Hat 19, are 
-born ofthe Spirit, bort' 'bf God," are 
they mind the: things of the' $pirir's + the gra 
work, the witneſs, the comfort and te 
rit; they mind the things which the "Spirit hath 
revealed i in the Word; God, and Peace with him 3 
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"Chriſt, and Union with' him 5 God's Cavehbant, 


and Intereft therein. " Life, and "Title 
mind 


thereto ; theſe inviſible 
, moſt 


| th 
theſe mainly, , chiefly, ENTE 
heartily, ' afteftionately, and'm 


conſtantly. Tilt is their CharaQer, and bak 18 
manifeſt'alſo in their Words atid Aﬀtions, Now, 
let us try, our ſelves. What Charafter have 'we ? 
Which of theſe two. ? If we will not do ſo.much 
or' our own" Souls, as to take a little pains in 


-our fetves SEL ; we 
Ken; it's ſo earthly, ſo. carnal, ,our 
Minds fo feſtty ſo {ct upon viſible temporal 
things, but our Thoughts, on inviſible eternal 
things ; {6 tort, ſo weak, fo inconftant, 6 ſeldom, 
ſo ſvon tifed, and our AﬀeRions ſo unſetled, fo 
unfixed, that we ſhall have great cauſe to bewail 
our ſelves, and out with St. Paul, &@ wreeched 
- man that-1 am, who ſpall deliver me' this bady 
of death : Rom. 7. 24. And this will make us cry 
to God alſo, ro renew the Spirits of our Minds, 


and to transform the ' Image of our Minds; 


this ſhould make” us 100k up to God" Contnar 
ar 


184 Ferverand Ea ptbetontSi; "ry 


We Al Trove "ſe; "hians of Bu ME ww aje, o 
and to enjoy all thoſe inviſible eternal good things, d0 
we riot”? 'Let-us be'(O Kind to' our own Souls, as 
co try our Title, and the grounds of our Hopes: 
Sure here is one Mark, .by which we may know | 
whether our Hopes be "well 457 or 'o;, to 
wit, by-oup Heavenly- What do W2 
_ at Swe mind Ne ach Jook ow, ang took | 
y ? Tit Hea Viſt- 
Frog 2 he 52] Let us | woe Bk ws: 
Which way-runs the Streath 'of our, Thony 
the Current of our Aﬀettions, the Tide | 
Diſcourſes'? - Which way runs it ſtrongeſt; - 
dieft ? .Put- this Queſtion cloſe to- onr KD 
ences,” and/ require a-dire& Anſiver * Let us not 
dally and ſufſe, but -b&-7ſerious, - 
makes this a ne in Crit, CN of a 


; A Health, Liberte of the F 
-miad thels things vucinly, \moftly, 
moſt; heartilyp-moft ſeriduſly; tt af 
_ moſt'delig -Bhelduiible temiporal things 

moſt upon tfitir. Thoughts, and 1tye neareſt & 

Hearts. * Thiy is their. Charafter, and it appears 
in 47 their Wards and Adtions, - ' 

Bur they: thatrare after the Spirit, that Ber are 

- born ofthe Spirit, bort”f God, are + in 

they mind the'things of the'$pirir's/ He grey oh | 
work, the witneſs, the comfort and joy Spi- 
rit; they mind the things which the Spirit hath 
revealed in the Word ; God, and Peace my ca. 4 


| theſe main ale, cviell., moſtly,” 
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"Chriſt, and Union with' him 3 God's Covehant, 


and Intereft therein. Life, and "Title 
thereto ;, theſe inviſible eternat-r Ye mind 


; m_ 
heartily, a jonately, and'm - Log 
conftantly., This is their Charatice, and this 1s 


manifeſt'alſo in their Words and Attions. ' Now, 
let us try our ſelves. What Charatter have 'we ? 
Which of theſe two ? If we will not do ſo.much 
for our own” Souls, as to take a little pains in 
trying, we have notmuch love to them. A man 
may know very much of his State by this: And 
+.# not worth 2 little Labour, to know whether 
we beitrChrift, or no; and whether we ſhall be 
- Saved or - Damned eternally ? Let us put it 
' home to'our Conſciences : Say, O my Soul ! what 
aoft thou mind moſt ? What are thy Thoughts 
moſt OE - about ? Whereupon are thy Aﬀe- 
—heIbbet +5 ry .” 
our ſelves, by,it.! we we. ould 
than we are. 
MD have Fug 'of una an 
.-ſunts, nb wh ſelf{uſpicion' alone whey 
we ſtritly compare our Fetves with this Rule ;, 
ſhall find our” Hearts, fo earthly, fo carnal, or 
Minds fo fleſhly, fo ſet upon viſible temporal 
things, but our Thoughts, on inviſible eternal 
things ; {6 ſhort, ſo weak, fo inconftant, ſo ſeldom, 
ſo ſoon tired, and our AﬀeRtions ſo unſctled, ſo 
unfixed, chat we ſhall have great cauſe to bewail 
our ſelves, and out with St. Paul, & wretched 
. man thar-1 am, who ſhall deliver me' this bady 
of death : Rom. 7. 24. And this will make us cry 
to God alſo, to renew the Spirits of our Minds, 
and to transform the ' Image of our Minds; agd 
this ſhould make us 100k up to God's" __— 
or 
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for new Yearts, for , Hearts joyned, 4xd united 19-th* 
Lord, ſal. « 1t, Plak.57.,7.& 108. 1,1 Ob 
what cauſe have. we-to Vewail; the frequent depar- 
H0gL Þ ring of our, ;Heapts from Gor, 
Ther fl . 4nd _ro.:cry with -holy 
Divi, hes me, prod ogy -Our Hearts ;arE 
as xed hor ftayed on God ; "We: dy;;not abige 
God, 


s4Third, We & Þ Exhartation, 

To this Þrear Duty 0 oft ſerious minding of, 
and looking yato invifible eternal things. os let ys 
mjad,.and look unto, and aim; at'-Gad, Cl 
the Spirit, the Word, the Promiſes, the.great and 
Poriets things purchaſed by Chrift, and prepared 

or us in the other World ; Oh, mind the full 
enjoyment of God and Chriſt in Heaven for ever 
and ever; to dwell with him, 


whoſe us 
fun o jy, ant w whoſe rigs right band are apo 
yhcaf with all our _—_— | 
look 0 "ii tmpor LE. 
the Wor rn awa 
ing. Vanity : But o Ns wer on towards Hea- 
ven, . heid you go ie _ to invilible mts 

Here.I | 


I. The Hinderances to this Dnty. 
IT. Means to- help us to perform if. 
ITL.. Motives to perſwade to it. 


I. The Hinderances, wh ichare many, and which 
muſt be ayoided. 


_ .1t, Hinderance is, living in any known or be- 
loved Sin; this will keep us down from heavenly 
Meditation, Heb. 12. 14 No looking unto Jens, 
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nance and Duty, and then RW o vain | 
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and reliſh of God and Hegvenly things 
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Mead: foe tully- believe, nor are fully perfwadet 


© Yof ths Reality and trinſcendent Excellency of - inviſible 
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Yethrna- ye. This" is the grand Impetliment ; 


W Bo bn this #09 k. p3 
ry Ns AthRns Gerd Iliad, 
ru fearedy : truſted, ' ſerved no 

more ? but beuſe He is not. believed, He is not be-' 


Hlieved to be that ri he is indeed, and which 


hz hath revedted'bim/Zlf to be; Zeb. 11.6. He 


Yrbar comerb ro God, muſt believe thar be is, and that, 


- Bb: 44 4 rewarder of them. that  diligeml ſeek bim. 
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of: tis Father's Glory; the we For 

prone ones all the Sons of 

fulneſ';, oh, why is he n6& more 

of ? why no-more 

t after ? \ but becauſe 


\ W {ewes be is (hdr 1 Pet. 2. 7. 


And why is nor Heaven and Happineſs that far 


Ie" more and eternal weight ory, that Ever- 
I -fting Reft;"in- the: ful Fees 
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Blefſed God for ever, thought on, minded, and la- 
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e had any communion with God in any Ordi- 
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carnal Company, we fhall nn all* ſayou 
and reliſh of God and Heavenly FE as, 
'eat* Hony and; rear cat. al Tb} ; 
all the t : And that's not all, | | 
being in rial Company you will_ſoon 
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ul ſavour of the Earth and filthy World ;, as a man 
that, comes ont of a Gatrdeti 'of ſivect, Flowt 


the proud, 1 Pet.'$.*P; 4. TREE 
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wilt dwel? with the hbnible, teach them,” 
"them: Notice lave fo ſweet Comunioit with * 
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- Why is not the great God, the 


| Hefithat 
'" > in all dit Hedvrs tnore or \tefs'! + 


Ten thouſands, the faireft” of all the Sons of Men, 


Jeviſiliiee thagreveſt Realities, I 89 
up our ſelves, 2Tim, 1. 6, And we muſt ofien call 
Lg -oWwn Souls, and py bke ohe another, '#nd- 
7 little; wh *mb "Reſolution and 
LIVS0C 
"0 The weeateft Hinderance6f all is tinblicf. 
Men dv-rot tully believe, nor are fully perfwadet 
q of the Reality and tranſcendent Excellency of - inviſible 
eternal - things : This" is the grand Im ment ; 
* the Forn- 
enck.ty Goodneſs, the Alſnffitient' Good, fninded, 
0n5* loved,” feared - truſted, Terved no 

more ? No becauſe He i is not_ believed, He is not be-' 
lieved to be that which he is indeed, and which 
Yht hath revedled' bim/elf to be; Zeb. 11.6. He 
that cometh 10 God, muſt believe that be is, and that, 
+ 6 4 rewarder of them. that diligently ſeek bim. 
$9Þ; the'curſed ' Atheiſm" And Uribe 


Wy is not Jeſus Chrift, Precious lik Blel- 
xd Je:us, Lovely, altogether Lovely Jeſus, the 
of tis Father's Glory; the Fof 


in whom dwells all fulneſs', oh, why is he no niore 


mired, thought on, (| oken of ? why no- more 
admired, loved, and t after ? but becauſe 


Ke is not betievey. - To them, to all thein that be- 


Rf ſieve, be is cious, moſt precious, 1 Pet. 2. 7. 


And why is nor Heaven and Happineſs that far 
more and tternal weight of glory, that Ever- 
por $:o4ph the full ee Je enjoyment of the 
_ | Bleſſed God for ever, thought on, minded; - and la- 
_ ——— uſe theſe things 'are* 

not fully believed, O' curſed Unbelief.! 

Men . believe that Life, Liberty, Health, Ho- 
nour, Eftate; Ot, are good things and therefore 
they mind them, and . mbar altar” then, and 
count 
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count -a0 Pains, t09- meh $9 Hoods Ahormen 
ring, as,it were-in the” Fire: £0 get thole.'thingh: 
Thoſe that believed thoſe better chings in ,ths; 
other World, counted thoſe wiſhle 1empere! things 
of this World; but Toyls and Trifles 5; Heh. 49.34. 
2 Core 5. 1, 2 3» 4+ So Heb. 11. throughout. It 
is our Utnbelief is rhe cauſe, why God, aad Chriſt,: 


and Heaven have ſolirtle of our hearts and minds, 


ſo little of our thoughts and affetions:» Qhyp let 
us all bitterly bewail our Wabeliet ;,1Zprd, ſubdue; 
and pardon its -; 11 11580'nd * oth 
+ dd 03 E272 
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moſt ſeriouſly and; maſt bearsily mind;4nvijible 'exernali 
tmgh::\} iT NAD 44 2h, 300 4 4 
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\T«- . We muſt.labour clearly to; know: WER 
mnderaad Kand the Truth anfl ROO the Cxceecung 

Greatneſs and: Excellency of thoſe inviſible erernat 

things ,, as was hinted:betore ; Our ignorance of 

them 1s much the cauſe ,why we mod; them, no. 

more. Jgno:i nulla Cupido, No man winds on. loves 

what be knows not. F 4% cal | & WIE { 
Let us ſet our | Hearts ;in earneſt, to' conſider 

what it is to enjoy Gods: who is Al-fulnefs 5, what N 

it is to have Fellowſhip with.,the Father aud the 

Son ; what it-is-to haye., Communion with the . 

Holy Ghoſ ;, to.hayethe gracious Preſence of the]; 

Holy Spirit, to.feet ;thE'Wopck, the Witneſs,” the 

Sealing;-the Joy," the Conſblation of the Holy Spi- | 

rity, all which. all trav Chriſtians know and feel inf” 

- Toe meaſure, and rejoice in them} £20 
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- -Þ bj Fare, and to dwell in bis preſence for ever. Oh, 


4 theſe are 1 olhegs only pes at. are worthy of al 
4 our Hearts and Minds, m LY of |all-qur. 
AﬀeRtions and Delixes,, of all . our - \Ladeurings, 


« Lor Pantings, Gt. Hungrings;jand: 


ings of Soul : Oh, ſhame on us all,'that we 

I ſpend our AﬀeRions on. Toys and. 8 Tpea, | on 
Dreams, Faticies, and . Shadows |. Qh, that fuch 
Folly and Madneſs, ſuch Brutiſhnels, | | 
lament 


"SY c6 us! Let 1 


us labour 


for ih Lord, 
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ry PET alſo the exciatingkres and pre- 
ious Promiſes,and what our Bleſſed Jeſus hath pur- 
chaſed, and what God hath prepared for his Peo- 
- Jple in the other World ; and let us ponder upon, 
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Thane WH of fone roms  righteduſneſs : "As 
That when the earthly 
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Inheritance, 'a# hope to ſee God in Glury key; ane 
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thoſe in" Maith.7,"21, 22. | 

gins ; no Degeit: ES: nor nor ſo 
dangerous, for it is i 0 Ot and _—_ AE ſe- 
rious tryal might prevent this Self-deceiving ; 
Self-ſearching' may prevent Self-deceiying and Selt- 
undoing. *Briefly then, et hack ne fy 


ours ? Then ; Ald 


Is 
. Pends on this: * If Chrift'be & end is ours 
Pardon, Life, Salvation, Heaven and Farth is gurs. 


I Cor. 43 22, 23. | 
Are we Chrift's, really and fincerely bis ? Then 
He is ours; My beloved us mine, and 1 am bir, Are 
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dereft all Sin,” and do we keep a contirfag? warch 
und war agataif.att Sin ?. | 


'Have we anequalreſpeR to'all God's Codinand- 
ineats ? Brow boo unatty and part with all 
chidgs for 


«Are. we the ' Heirs of the Promiſes ? If we 


Gn.9.9, then are we Zetrs of the Promiſes., 
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». Very ſhortly, enter the. 
Etermuty, and converſe, with acting BE. 
FE 


44 


thoſe t 
too er gay 


were our great Wiſtonis ts ook on t yo | 
K 2 nigh 


, -Y | - Fo DOS CS 2 
nm EET "I F 


CT. IE. a”. _ 


| 
| 
| 


hand, &c. Pal. 109. 2, 


ſo little of God and Heaven? This 
and ſhould be our great Shame and Sorrow. 


196 Heaven «and Earth epitomiz/'d: or, 
nigh at-hand, and to ſpend our Thoughts and 
A bcions upon. them. We are..dil] with 
our Friends, that when. we are. out of their light, 
we ſhould be out of their Migds. : And..may not 
God and Chriſt , our beſt Friends, be juſtly.diſplea- 
fed with us, that they are ſo. much out of our 


Minds ? ' But though God and Chriſt þe.inyilible 


to our bodily Eyes, they are nigh unta us, there: * 
fore we ſhould ftill mind them, Pſdl.-16. $.. Theue 
ſer the Lord always before me 5, beciuſe be js at my right 


4&z 5+, 
3+ Let us be often Aicourfing and 


Let ing of 
thoſe inviſible eternal things; let thoſe things be 


often in onr Mouths. | 
Should not the Chitdren_of God be often talk- 


ing of their Heavenſy gFather, and of their Fa- 


ther's Houſe, and of that Kingdom and Inheritance 
which he hath prepared for them ? 


- 


- Shoutd not the Heirs of Salvation be often Ra. 
king of that'Crown of Glory, of Life, of Ri 
ouſneſs that is purchaſed for them, and 


tothem; and of that incorruptible Iuberizance "that 
they are born unto ? 1 Pet. 1. 2, 3» 4,5- Oh! can 


. we have any Title to all the Promiſed Glory, anll 
not ſpeak often of it ? : 


How much is it to be'lamented, that thoſe that 


profeſs themſelves Children of God, and Heirs of 


Heaven, when come together,that ſ 
yu iS eek {ay 


Whither are we bound ? Where are we travel 
ling ? Where is our Home, our long Home, 


-our laft, our everlaſting Home ? "Where is our 


| '? Where lies our Inheritance ? Is it 
or below ? Where is our Country ? Where 


.Þ our Father, our Redeemer ? Where are all our 
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pious Relations /that-ſlept in Jeſus? Are not all 
theſe above? And de we ſo feldom think or peaks 
of theſe\?. Shame; ſhame on us- 
Avec born of :God, 'born from above, and: do 
we to that City; that hath Foundations, to 
that: heavenly - Canzar; to that (New ' Feruſalem- ? 
What ! and our Minds ' fo glned, our: Hearts fo 
faſtened to Earthly things, and 'our Tongues ſo 
conftaatly employed about earthly things * Otn 
ou.itle words '-'Mazrh. x2. 36. -Can our Treas 
fures"be in Heaven, androur Hearts not there 2 
And; :car-our Heapts\be-there, and nothing” a 
in” onr- words -? ' Out oo Seats 6 
the mouth fpeakerb.... Surely - the- earthlineſ3, | 
ranity, emptinels, unſavorinefs, frothineſs of our 
bo rs Ser Talk; doth but roo much dif- 
> earthlin2ls of our Hearts. 


theſe ing this to our Hearts ; 


| The more we talk of & iofiinl eternal things, | 
= IT Duty of every 
ey 


Col. 3. 5, © Charpethe 
upon your Conſciences ; accu 
rene. O my-Soul, this 


Duty pry, or hear or read ; 


ae 
IE er: 
any 3 iS Y3 upon 
Gael to renew. IEMX Hearts - 
5. Let us learn'thar blefled Art of Spirituali- ' 
carthly things, every caxthly. Mercy, to a 
of of Gol, is taſte” Eternal Mercy ;- every 
thing diſcovers ſomewhat of invi- 
ible aternal things:. This'is a ſweet work, to cog- | 
verſe with God and -Heaven' in the Creaturesz 
Ayfor inſtance 5 When we fit down at Table, re- 
K 3 member 
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member, there js a time coming, when: we ſhall fit 

down with Chriſt, .add- eat and drink-at:his Ta» 

ble, in his Kingdom; that is;: be Ns 

and intimate Communion ,with him-in : 

And let us: labour to raiſe onr 

ral-to ſpiritual things, and be much in. 

adoring, and admiring God in! the roar " 
6. Be convinced alſo, that alt our happine&and 

comfort, both here and hereafter for, ever, Iyeth 

not in any, or-all, of the ſenſible temporal things, 

but alyeth in thoſe inviſible eternal things 2:It 

lyeth not in having Honours, Riches," P. 

for a man may be happy without them, as Fob 

Lizarus were 7, and miſerable with them, as 

man, Ahab, Dives, and others were.  Pſal, 144: 15. 

Tea, wn, frat are the 7 the e God - the Lord. 
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as was ſhewed before. Wemuſ 

eternal Principles of Renewing 

our Hearts, the Divine Nature; the Cob 
the Spirit of our heavenly/Father, £6! renew our 
Spirits, or elſe we ſhall never 

good earneſt ; for which purpoſe; let70s 


Ged, call, cry to him for pr = ISS 
. CI. 10, Let us1ook by mar —— 


Marr ow 
venly Farber give bis firit t0\ _T hs 
precious Promiſe indeed ; let" us reft 
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Pſal. 31. 7. Oh, then let us labour to. begin ous 
Heaven here, by our Heavenly-mindedneſs. 


4- This will yield Contentmeant. 
Satisfaftion and Peace to our So fps: 
tion : Tt will fiveeten every bitter Cup : Is think 
on God as our Father, and'on ift as our Re- 
deemer, Head, and Husband, and on all the ſweer 
Promiſes, of which we are Heirs, what comfort will 
this bring to our Souls ? Lam. 4. 233. He doth not 
efffi® willingly, nor grieve the children of men. Ifa. 
63. 9. In all their affliftions be was f, and- the 
Angel of his preſence ſaved them : in bis_ love, and in 
by pi he red:emed them, ba fn them, and car- 
ried them ll the dzyrof old. Rom. $. 28; All things 
Jhall work * for good 10 them "what. love God, 


With many other exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes, whick our good hath mai 


our 1aith might feed upon them, and find ſatisfa- 
n14 faint. - ik 
our 


&ion, or eſſe our Souls would faint. - 
5. This will fit us for every Duty 
man : The tore we think' on God 


it God 
things, the more conſcientious ſhall we” be in. « 
Dutics to Man, becauſe it is Aged Lords fake, 


from whont we look for the Reward as the 

ftle ſpeaks to Servants, Zpb. 6. 5, 6, 

Dal WE g will make. ns ſerye God c 

doli - and conftantly, having 

God: the enjoyment of him, and t K 
&:mard ir our Eye : Oh, how will if quicken, rail 
animate, and encourage us ! For why are alt thoſ 
great and glorious, inviſible, eternal things 
poſed, and- promiſed to us, but that we ſhou! 
mind them, aim at them, agd live in the Ji 
hopes, and comfortable expeRtarions of 'en 


them ? Zeb, 11.6, 24: & 1. 1, 2, 3. 1Cor. 15. 
Therefore be cif; unneveble, ung mah F4 


[ 
| 
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the Lord, b: know labour 
revarny £-6g/rar) ER 


-16. This will ſerve to-encreaſe and ftrengthen = 
Grace 3'for the more we mind thoſe-igviſible eter--- 
ings; the ſtronger. will: be our Love, our - - 
Faithz'our-Hope,and our Patience ; yea; the more 
beavenly and ſpiritual we ſhallgrow ;, and themore 
uſeful, ſavory, and profitable in all our:Diſcousſes. 
heavenly-mindedneſs we fhull. ſmell of «Hea- + + 
an all our Converſes and Communications, to - - 
the advantage of others. - 
7. Ins 4s one principal way of enjoying Com---- 
munion with-God here inithis World; for by this- : 
we oper our hearts to God, raiſe up our Deſires 


after him, ſpend our Thoughts and AﬀeRtions up-' 


on him; and in theſe heavenly Meditations God- | 
communacates. his Light and Love, his Grace and 

Peace to:QurSouls, By thefe Meditationso0n invi-- 
fible eternal. things,.our: Souls converſe: with God, 
talk+with God, walk with God; have our converſa-- 
tions with God 54 and this is moſt ſweet- and con-- - 

tentful to'graGous Souls x this is to live in 'God,... 

and to live the Life of God ; and it is the ſum of- 
all ouy happineſs, kere aad-hereafter. "The enjoy- 
ment-ob God's good: preſence here, in afts of Com- 
munion wirh-tim, will produce greatneſs of Joy ; . 
andthe ca} t of-God's gtoriouSpreſence here- 


. aften, in uninterrapted Atts of Communion. - 


with him in Heaven, will produce fulnefs of joy, and - - * 
pleaſures for evermore, Pla. 16; _— t; 9 Ws 

8 By;this looking to, and affeftionately mind- - *- 
ing-finagible grernal things, we ſhall be more and more * 
changed..into the -image and -likene(s of them. - 
2:Gon. 34.18 We all with open face bebolding as in a - 
glaſs; the glory of the Lord, are changed into the' fame © 
inege, from glory roglory, __— by the ſpiris of -; ; 
ty , th; Lord.-- 


a 
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Lord, Theſe believing, loviog\ſights of: heavenly * 
things will change ns tithe magaiaFthend.. rh 
9. By this we ſhall be made more and move wil- 
ling and deſirous to leave this World, - and'tg gots 
a better. Compare this Text with the begi | 
of the next Chapter, 2 Cor. 4. 1, 2,4.” the Apoſtle! 
having aid, We lgok not on wifible __—_ things, buz 
on thoje things which are not ſeen,” which are eternally; 
ar gre bers — know' that- ——_— arthly 
T ernacle 5s difſohued, "we have a | 
God, an bouſe not mad: with bands, eternal in the 
bexveas;, for in this ( Hauſe) we earneſtly 
to be clothed upon with 'our Zouſe which is' from” 
Heaven, And this made Paul defire to bediffolved 
that he might be with Chriſt, which was far betrer, 
or beſt of all; Phil, 2. &): i: 3-16 q Mi 90 
: Certainly, ſuch mp EO Ing craly 
believe thoſe inuifble eternal things, and their title 
to them and portion'in them, will be ire — 
ta dye, that they may enjoy-them, ng” that 
they lye on the other ſide of Death, and cannotbe* 
enjoyed, but by dying, and after Death, Death 
being the In-let to all that purchaſed, yOu 
Glory. . Now, the more. we do ſeriouſly think 
meditate on thoſe glorious thihgs,« the more” wil- 
ling we ſhall be to leave all thoſe fadingy vain and 
vexing Comforts, to enjoy thoſe eternal Delights : 
And it is a great Mercy and ſweet Priviledge.to be 
willing todye ; and I know nothing will more effett 
this willingneſs in us. | | 
Now, let all thoſe Motiyes effeftually perſwade 
us to draw off our hearts from thoſe eiſbte ng wr 
ngs 


things, and to ſet our AﬀeRtions upon +bi , 
How long ſhall vain Thoughts lodge within us ? 
how long ſhall this-preſent evil. World” and 
tecd upon our Spirits,conſuming and waſing hem, 
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eternal 00d things eHow be” e 
out this, ge the Mark, De 
anal Ain WIR Life, and” at Death, -thi 

in a reconciled Rate, in a of 
Peace nick This 15 the critical point, the 
main whereupon hangs all the ſafety and 


hap of a Map or Woman' for Eternity; Not 
bra rich or Fs high'or durable 0! 
A ani code” 18) Þ 
nAjons will. ſignific n 
ther Pre $byterian. Or Indep-ndent, Oc but. whkther 
reconciled to God or no. This feridt ſearth wilt be 
male by the Lord, who cannot be blinded npr de- 
ceived. 4 
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Faith we are th God, 

this is the ſum of the Atts 20. 21. Repentance 
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thoſe . things , Who bath believed < bur 
if. 57:17 and 20 whom 6 the art of the Lorlt 
ted? to make'Souls believe, and't 
Faith' in them? yy to very 
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272 Heaven nd Earth often; on, 
Morning and 'E Thoughts ?: fe; 45: 
Whar vain Thoughts in our 7 rry= te wy. 
4-14::Oh, how is; 
among us ? Is God our Father ?.. worn oup: 
Head and Husband: ?\ Is the HolyGhoft our Conn- 
ſetlour anft Comforter ? 1-'the Wot of Gol oufi 
Rule and Guide,'our ſpiritual Food:and Nouriſh 
ment, our. 'Comfort' and Conſolation ? Aba 
Promiſes  oilf -great Charter; [Heaven carict C 
our Inheritance Andao me jndeedibope 

py all-theſathingstor everand ever; and 
+4 may aud ſpeak 'no more\efithem * © 
be-fſo-2- Can gur hopes ibe good+ and} welt p 
ded.? Let us.not. dewire OUr- ſelves-- 
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LY Th x f his Father 2 and chre you fu] be aſs 
we "_ fe, foal appear, we ſball ap- 
>) «3, 4+ Now you 


EE, eternal things but 


then you ſhall ſeeclear- 


z. of Areas things will 
ir preſent Sufferin And 
EF .namely, the help 
Chriftians had, by their 
Inviſible eternal things, which 
= My the wereſupported under their 
| af Ver. 16. .-We faint not, while-we 
Wray Wl but ou things that, are 
not ſeen.  Hente may we obſerre this "Dodirina 
Conclution.. ... 


Dot. That abetiovi h he, and ſerious mjndi 
unſeen eternal hinge, Mm 4 ſingular means of ao 


ſupport to poor Chriſtians hy all their Troubl-s.. 
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_ ; If is. ws from the ſcope of the Text, We ihe 
| LE er we gather ſtrength. a 

" age, and « our inner man. renewed. day by May : Y 

pK we. look nora # s which are ſeen, but as 

af he, K- 


Looking off from viſible temporal things doth 

much, help ſupport God's People... under their 

| iron ut looking on.,upen invifÞle ete 
thingsdoth help more. . Crucifixion of. our A! 


I to: temporal things isxwery uſeful, bur 
-of our AﬀeGtions on | inviable: _ 
ke hoy _ uſeful to our Support and-Comp 
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Ver. 14s we >. 1. 26, 27»,,BY Fai 5 Ell 
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ke pF i carried - 
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| piapantien for that-ftate of Blefſednels. Thus 
| blefleth Afitions. 
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to thole viſible temporal things 
without thoſe Bleſſings and Benefits : 
look” off thoſe things, and look up, and mind and 
meditate "on thoſe inviſible eternal things; 
muſt ſet Faith and Love, aad Ho 
In: reviewing, in 
templating, in ages gens and ayping that 
far more exceeding and 

Now,. while we do ſo, nets right and rea- 
dy way to obtain the rich Bleſſings of altlour Attii- 
tions, and ſo we receive Comfort and Support un- 
derthem all, 
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It is the plentiful Harveſt hoped for, ani belic- | 


dangerous miſtake, to expett too much from the -- 
and too much comfort here in this” . 


World, for here is not our Reft. — 
have Peace, Comfort, and Happineſs, but th 

- would have it from the Creature, rather than from 
God. Pſal. 4.6. Believers themſelves, that would 
have their Comforts from God, yet would have" | 

them here alſo, and would net tay for them till 


hereafter, ſaying with the Diſciples upon” the-/+ 


Mount, 7t js good 10 be bere:;, whereas here in this. 
World —— RC IT es 
glances, gli z at ut ſome Firft-rrut 
ju gpoey) Wwe: exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory is reſerved for the other World. 
heritance .is reſerved in Heaven for. us: Pet. 
4, 5- and. we muſt wait, for our Haryet 
waz We DC, . quiet Au PEAcea 
Fries of Righteouſneſs come not Hill afterwards ; 
the great Reward, the full Reward, is in Hex 
not here. | . hs ge + 


2d Reaſon is, Becauſe (as T think)" the Work of 


Saving Faith ( by which mainly we are _—_ 


doth- not conſiſt only in looking back | 
Croſs of Chrift, and his payment of 'our Ranſom 
by his precious Blood; but alſo in looking for- 
ward on the Crown of Chrift, and the Glory he 1 
hath . purchaſed -for us. _ Heb. 11,1. Faith us the _ 
Subſtance of things boped for, and the evidence of things 
not. feen. Saving Faith is, not only to believe what 
our dear Lord hath already done on Earth for'us; 


- ini the great work of Redemption ; but. alſo vn- 


- teignedly and firmly to believe thoſe things which 
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we never ſaw nor did ever Man ſee, and toh 
ipFgges and Happict asto let go all world- | 
and a rt obo than hazard the 


This 3s an eminent 
ni ee ith, aercby the the Juſt do live, x -Per. 


Ki upon our dear Apprehenfions and firm Ex- 
i0ns-0F that unſeen and. eternal Felicity, 
rofoyment of the. Bleſſed God, that _ 


Fed ey pn, we 


—- Fe if" Joy nd overtifing” 
re tmore-in Minds, if the fo far nh, 
Ms. 21 were Ex our Thonghs ronene , 
ritual Joy would more at 
d Tn; Hearts : AS 13. ad... 4 
* would fill us with eace in beli 
Believing Apprehenſions nd inviſible eternal 
Joys woutd breed in us ſome refreſhing Joys for - 
the preſent.” So, 1 Pet, 1.8. No wonder we are | 
ſo cortifortlels, and walk ſo ſadly, while thoſe things 
which ſhould raiſe us and com ort us, are (0 little 
in our Minds and Thoughts, and we ſuch Stran- 
gers above. We muſt needs faint when we lay by 
our Cordials, and make.no uſe of them, and when _ 
we lay by our Supports,and mind them not. Tem- 
poral things muſt needs affect us and atflidt us, 
L 3 when 


*. 


\ 
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when erernal things are out of ſight, and out of 

Mark this :: When Chriftians do not only let fall 
their expeQations and hopes of the unſeen promi- 


ſed Glory, and let the thoughts of them. decay and 
- dye away in them : Sy 0 heighten their nelly 


and expettations from the Creature, and eartie 
and eagerly purſue the ſame; then do they mo 
certainly prepare for their own Diſquiets, Fears 
and FR__ and with ky tr of Cala- 
maty on them:elves, becauſe or/ake thefoumain 
of living waters, ps bew out Ty, ſelves cifterns, 
broken ciſterns, that will bold no water, _ All Creature- 
{comforts are ar beſt but Cifterns, and when too 


=” TY YT I at yz % OF. ' 


ch loved, but broken Cifterns, in which are no 
A true C mic if $1 to be C 1 a . "» Tet £ 

| , \te TT x 1n.3 thmw 4 "0 , 

; » 4 oy 8y — 


the : The Work of Faith is 9 ds, 
| to look within the Val, to loak $06” Jets,” Mc. 
fo Te 7 LETT... 
The right and ready way. to preſent Peace is, 
. looking ftedfaſtly (not to preſent things, but) to 
that fature Reft and Happineſs, to the tull enjoy- 
ment of God in Heaven. - Thus our Lord taxes 
bis Diſciples from their Heart-trouble, Fobn 14. 
I, 2, of which Text I have written a Diſcourſe -ar 
large. "Ry 
Ter us confider how this looking unto thoſe eternal , 
things is expreſſed: 2 Tim. 4. 8. it is, Joving the 
appearance of Chrift : Tit. 2.13. . Phil. 3. 20, 21. 
1 Cor. 1.7. 2C0r. $. 2, 3» Rom. $. 23. waiting, b0- 
Ping, baftening unto, groaning after that Glory. : 


Who- 
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Whoever meets with a diſtreſſed, diſconſolate, 
complaining Chriftian, you ſhall find , that one 
or both of theſe thingsis manifeft ia him; either 
he hath low. Expettations from God*hereafter, or 
he hath high ExpeQations from the . Creature 
here; either he-lookz too much or- things viſible 
and temporal, or too little on' things inviſible and 
eternal; and indeed, -he that doth the one doth 
the othet ; for, the too much minding vifible rem- 
poral things, hinders the true minding of inviſible 


her we are ill poring and thinking on our 
Creature-comforts and Enjoyments, and looking 
for much/from'them an4 in them; mach comfort, 
help, ſweetneſs, ſatisfaRion, reſpett, kindneſs, from 
them; 'or elſe we are{grieving an4 mourning for 


- the loſs and want of them; all which thoughtsdo 


but ſowre; imbitter, wound and weaken our Spirits; 
orelſe we 60 but too ſeldom think of the infinite 
Goodneſs, Love, Mercy, Tenderneſs, All-ſufficien- 
cy of God and Chrift, and of the Glory of Heaven ; 
which Thoughts would ſweeten, alleviate, and mi- 

" L4 tigate 
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 tigate our Sorrows, and help'mnch'to-ſuppþrt ou 
Spirits under al our Aﬀictions. 

We are grieved and troubled for Loffes and 
Crofles, for 1ols of Relations;-for - Sickneſs and 
Pains, Diſappointments, Unkindnefſes of Friends, 
Diſeftcem in the World, "0&6, + Let us- conſider, 
whether God hath promiled, or Chcift purchaſed 
any Freedom from- thoſe > Have'any of the Sairits 
been freed from thoſe ? And,why ſhould we expe&t 
to be free ? But if we make Promiles to our ſelves, 


and then onr own Frogs deceive us, whom can ; 


"lane we vil} make rt 
leſs Coapiort. in them thany 
ve ond. have more in 


Frconck Fe our Re 


ly.made it an Idol to. us.7.; 
min, whoſe breath 3s in 


10 ny accounted ? Fer. 17. ea 'We «caft never 

expett ſo little from the, Creature, but we ſhall be 
fas to find les than we loaked (for + But ſach” is 
the Goodneſs of God to his People, that we ca 


% . 
\ _ 5 c $- ” 
in our Relations, Ge if re 
[ b4y*,.y 5; . 
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Int 


never expett ſo much from himg*but"we ſhall be 
fure to find more. | | 
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The Application. 


* 


of inviſible eternal things, for without fuch aknow- 

ledge'of them, -they cannot mind them, nor. ſer 
their Hearts upon them. * Fobn 17, 3. This #s-life 
eternal, -to. know thee the only true God, and, Feſus 


Coiltyopteg whos 


they ſoa 
6. 45- Epc: 4+ 21 Our is then; to lay hold. 
- on 


thou baſt ſent. Col, 2.2, 3. Weknow' 
AS" *but confuſedly, and therefore we 
nd. them.but confuſedly. ' This Saving Know- 
ew. Covenant-Mercy : God promiſerh' 
; i" nr. Fbe all taught of him, and that 

[know the Lord ;" Fer. 31: 33, 34: fom- 


qd's Covenant,- and humbly to befeech Þim- 


- to reach us by* his Spirit, and 'to enlighten'our- 
underſtandings ; as Paul prays, Epb. 1: 17, 18.” - 


2; Hence appears the Neceflity-of Faith, and full 3 
perſwaſion of the'verity, reality, ard excetlency of 
thoſe inviſible eregnaFrhings.  Tt'is a full perfwaſion : 
ofa Better- Good than the Creature, and-of'a; 
Better Countrey, of -a Better Subſtance, of a! 'Ber-- 
ter Place than this World is,- and 'of Better Com- - 
pany, _Better* Friends than can be enjoyed here, 
that will make us {et our Thonghts on work up-+ 
on them; and that will ſupport under the-lofs. of - 
thaſe worle things. 


Iz 5: Vibii=e 
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While we have thoſe better things in our Eye, 
we ſhall not be much troubled about the worle ; 
the better will. fwalow up the worſe, if we firmly 
and heartily betieve them, and have good ground 
to hope, through Grace, that we have Title to 
them; as Heb. 11, 25, 26. The belief of a better 
Refurreftion, and of a better-Life than\this, wil 


Tappyrt us under the Troubles of this : Heb, 


"* 


yk Pep pes an intereſt ; m Jeſus 
 Chrift, Real Union with hun, for only hereby we 
come to have an Intereft in al thoſe x bean Bleſ- 


 fings: ron 1-7 


T Cor. 3. 22, 23. - 
Oh, this, this is the one 
we make ſure our Intereſt in 


two Texts, 1 Jam. 30.6. 25am, 23. 5. 

Let us try our Iatereſt in Chriſt by thoſe few 
- Scriptures, Kom. $. 1, 9. There is no condemnation 10 

them that are in Chriſt Feſus, who. walk not after 
feſb, but after the ſpirit. 1 If any tian hove ane ale th6- 
rit of C _ Se jam & mn PE. Katoerd, at 
fog nk 0 nary Ind ger nk 

5 are uy me 

new. Gal. 5. 24+ my = that are by s, have cruci- 
ſed the fleſp with the offelions and lfis thereof. Gal.. 
2. 20. Chriſt liveth in me. 

4+ Hence we may know the true cauſe and 
ground of Diſcouragement and Defpondency un- 


AA©_ PEI" *. * £4 a _ 3 - Ne 


&er our Troubles, jo wit, our Want wh a 
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and our/not minding of eternal inviſible things: 


rings'of life are not worthy 10 be compared with the 
glory #bat 1s to be revealed in us. 

Our Burdens would not be fo heavy as they are, 
if our Hearts were more heavenly than they are : 
If we could get more above, and-converſe more 
with God,” dur Troubles would not be ſo trouble- 
ſome as they are, _ Nil-ſentis in Nervo, cum ayima fit 
in Calo: - Oh, let us pray for more acquaintance - 
with' Gol, and thereby good, all good, thall come 
unto us. . Let us. cry out with the Divine Poet,... 


oh - 0 ſhew thy ſelf ro-me, 


Or take me up-t0 thee... 


| Cones with God and Chrift will ſweeten-every 
bitter Cup, and lighten every heavy Burden. 
$5. Hence alſd we may-interr the Neceffiry of 
Patience -under all our Afﬀflitions, which- are de- 
figned to prepare us for Glory, and that no other- 
wile, than as we daiby Faith and Patience live in 


the tion... of that Glory. Rom. 2, 7. 70 
them, ,wbo by continuance in mwell-doing, ſeek. 
for glory, and , end immortality, life : 


..10, 36: Unleſs we patiently bear our Trou- 
bles, they are \not like to produce- thoſe -blefſed: | 
effets-z_it is only chirough Faith and Patience that - 
we inherit the Promiſes... 
6._The Miſery of alt. Unbelievers then 4s very” 
great, whatever they poſſes in" this World, for 


muaſt-needs meet with: Troubles alferin-this-- _ 


, Life -and muſt meet a3 
. - 


TK. 4, <e. 
* 
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lat ; And what-poſhbly-can ſupport them, having 
n0 intereſt in, God and Chrift,and no good grounds 
. of hope, that they ſhall enjoy thoſe inviſible eter- 
nal good things hereafter ? Part theyampſt with all 
viſible temporal, good , things, and that.tor ever, 
and.-cannot. 160k _on'God, and Glory, -and. Heaven 
as theirs, becauſe not regenerated; not united to 
Chriſt, not effeftually called : ſurely  their® caſe is 
moſt ſad, for then alſo all their vain hopes and 
groundleſs confidences ſha/1 . periſh: ; | 


7. The miſchief of Earthly-mindednefs alſo ap- 
pears hence : Inordinate minding earthly. things, 
whether EFriends-or Foes, Eafe. or- Pain, Lo. or 
| Gain, ©. this very- much hinders our Comfort 
and Support ; Oh, pray againſt it, watch  a- 
gainſt it, 


Now to take us of from this .inordinate mihd- 


ing of theſe Earthly things, let us, take theſe- 


Helps. ; 

1. Let us urge and prefs. the expres Command 
of God upon our Hearts, Col. 3, 1, % Set your 
affetions upon things above,, and not upon things þe- 
low. - Let this {way with ns ; It is.as much our 
Duty as any other, and there is as much- Divine 
Authority in, this Command. as..in. any- other, 
and as much of the Power of Religion;and Truth 
of Grace lies. in the Prattice of 'this, as of -any 
other Duty; and by the conſciencious performance 


of this Duty, we do as much evidence the finceriry 


of our Love and Obedience, as by any other, 

2, If we be true Chriſtians, we are of an high, 
noble, heavenly exrrattion and original, ' begotten 
and born of God; Fam 1..17,.18, Fobn- 3«_ 3,5. 
 botnfrom above, Heaven-born,therefore we ſhould 
mind heavenly things." As15 the heayenly,ſuch are 


they that are heavenly. : : 2. It 
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7 It mobo env Chriftians, we haye - invi- 

e eternal Lite in- us'4 -Chriſt:is our. Life, and 
our Life is hid with Ghriſt-in . God; Cok 35-3, 4. 
Wehave invilible eternal Principles of -Life, in us, 
Chrift- formed in our Heats,” Phil.4..19. The in- 
corruptible See of: God in-us; rhe Spirit of Jeſus 
id-ps,. the Divine Natbt in us 3-all which diſpoſe 
and endine us to-4ook upwards; and to. mind in- 
viſible andeternalthidgs. 

4. Your HopS are grounded: and fixed on in- 
vidble. cternel- things, 1-C9r,-15. 19.-If our bope 
were only in we ſhould be of all men moſt mi- 


re 01 «life 
. ſexable, Our kopes are | not here,” we hope» for 


what ,we Tec not; Rom. 5,2. 2.Pet. 1.13. 1 Fobn 
3.3« It is herd cas the glory- that is to be 
renee at the Coming of CHER; Ine when 
Corift. ear, you may appear with bim in gloyy, 
and NE take 6s, and. may, be. like bim, ok 
hope tr infinitely better things than this World 
ban aflipRes 2.13, 14. Phil, 3. 21. You look 
for the Coming, of Jeſus. in glory, who: ſhall mike 
your vil s dike unto-bis glorious body ,, and then 
you that look for ſuch things in Heaven, ſurely 
you -ſhould- have your Converſations _ in Hea- 
- 5, Your Atings and Workings here ig this lite, 
are for inviſible-ends and purpoſes, not. to be 
ſacn of Men, -not to. have your R here,but 
you ſeck-Honoor, and: Glory,.. ortality, 
and . Erernal Life ;. Rom. 2. 7, 8. Your -ſowing 
here is to reap Life eyerlaſting ;, G4, 6. $. It 
is- an iayiſibie, incorruptible Crown, an everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom;-an- Heavenly Inheritance, that you 
are ſceking ; 1 Tet. 1. 4, 5. You labour notfor rhat 
meat which periſheth, bus for” that which, guadureth 10 
everlaſting life :. Fobn 6, 27.. You are ſecking 4 City 


-— 
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» - which bath foundations, and ay home to your 


Father's Houſe 1, therefore needs mult your though} S, 
and Fon ſer upon things above. Ha 

6, ' Let us conſider, that all our beft Friendsand | _ 
deareſt Relations are above, inviſible and unſeen | D 
to us here below. [There 1s our Heavenly Father, | fa 


there our dear Redeemer, fitting. at his right} L; 
hand ;, ttece-are all our pious Friends and dear | of 
Relations that dyed in Chriſt ; there they are || ta 
together praiſing and enjoying God. 

7+ If you be true Chriftians, you have cnlight- | A 
ned Minds, Eyes of Faith, Spiritual Underſtatids | « 
ings given you, to diſcern and apprehend thoſe | ÞP 
inviſible eternal things 5 1 Cor. 2. 9, 10. you” are | rx 
ſpiritual perſons. 

8. You eſteem, value, andlove thoſe heaventy 
things moſt and beſt,” if you be true Chriſtians ; 
your Hearts are in Heaven, for there is your Trea- 
ſure; 1 Pet. 1. 8, 

9. You havc inviſible Supports,- Influences, and 
Experiences, a Well. of Living.Water ſpringing 
up in you, unto eternal life, Fobn 4. 14. which no 
others but you have; and from- thoſe ſpiritual 
Principles, which the Spirit of Chriſt plants in 
his People,. go6d thoughts and heayenly Medi-- 
tations are conrinany'f bred andfed. _ 

-+0, You are in Heaven already, in Chriſt your 
Head ;- Epbeſ, 2. 6. Riſen with Chrift:+ And -this 
Heavenly-mindedtels the Apoſtle makes the- true - 
evidence of our being Yiſen"with Chriſt ;-Col. 4. 
1,2. If ye then be riſen with Chrift, ſeek thoſe things- 
which are above : Set your affeftions- on #bings above : 
And it is the very diſtinguiſhing - Charager of 
one in _Chrift.: Kom.'$. 1, They.that are in Clviſt, 
wild ner fderahe fe or after ehirlee. 


Iv 
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Second Ye, by way of Exbortation fo a Chriſtians, 


- Would" you have ſweet Support under all your 


es ym ts. and finking Froubles, then ſted- 
faftly and fixedly jookupon imviible erernal things : 


Labour to live in the believing views and profpedts 
of, and in a ſerious, minding, and medi- 
tating upon invifible eternal things, k 

Oh, fac we could draw off our Thoughts and 
Aﬀedtions from viſible remporal things, and that we 
could Ter them upon things above: Oh, what 
Pelce and Sweetneſs ſhould we find in our Spi- 
rits * 


Q. Bus bow ſhall we be able to do this ? 


A. 1. By looking to -Ged in all our Mercies, 
IL, By reſigning up our Wills to God in alt 
our Miſeries. 


NI. By aiming at Communion with Godjand 
+ - Conformity to him in all our/ARions. 


I.-Let us look to God in all our Mercies. He is 
the God of our Lives, and of alk the Comforts of. 

ite; | , vertue, and comfort of all 
created - 


, — —— 
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joy "When we have Health, Eaſe, Liberty; Ref 
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19, To look unto, and acknowledge with Heart] '!© 


and Tongue, that our Heavenly Father in Chriſt 
is the Author and Giver of altthe Mercies'we en 


ar any other Mercy, we ſhould look to him from 
whom they come, and'to him ory tar ng - 
come';” we ſhould eye the hand-of a Father, an 
heart and loye of a Father, and confider alſo, that ; 
all theſe Mercics come to-us through the Blood of as 
a Redeemer; this will-make every morſel, every} £. 
drop and crumb to he ſweet and pleaſant to-us. " AY. 
Dinner of green «He Barley-bread, and cold 
Water; with the Love of God, will be ſweet. 


Q. But when ſhall we know, that we baye theſe from 
the Love of God, and with the Love of God ?- 


Anſ. Then we may.-contlude, theſe outward 
Mercies come -from-the: Loye of God to us, when 
we are truly thanktuL for the-leaft Mercy we re- 
ceive, atid are ſtirred up to love God more, and 
to be more careful to-ſerve, plea(e, aftd truſt God- 
the. more. 

'Let us look thogough our viſible Comforts, to F | 
the inviſible giver of them, 'and to that 'eternal 


" em -mtga ee 0M 7 


_Eove'from: whence they come'; +1 Chron. 25. 12, | 


13316, It is'0nr great evil, that we love thegitts 
of God for themſelves, and not for+*the giver"of 
them : if we could ſee and .tafte- Divine-love and s 
goodneſs in our Relations,” Health, Eftaze,” ©&c. 
Oh, how ſweet would*they be'uato us ? But this 
3s our Folly and Fault, 'we - overlook and forget 
God, and look no:further than our viſible, ſenft- 
ble, temporat Cofnforts; even when we ſpeak of 
God with our Mouths, our Hearts are but too-far 
from him: Our Hearts hang looſe from w_ 


| Inviſibilities the greateſt Realities. 273 
lye at too great a diſtance from him 4 our. Hearts 
are not engaged. \ wit: Love, and Defire, and De- 
light.in him, nor enlarged after him, and fo we 
_ the*Comfort and Sweetneſs- which we might 


him. 
Todelight in the- God of. more”than, in 
the Mettics of -God, is'a true Chriftian frame, and 
an-high pitch of Grate, 'and a ſpecial way of en- 
ci ſweet Communion with God; a- thing 
. oy ſtrange to-- moſt, and 6 4D, but by 


FO Bu bow Jl how when Ido thi? 


«12 29S !!; | 
m2 1-By redh, 'praftical hearty dchtowied 
Ar * ; g God's. Pr our y in 4-401 
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> but/lent to us, and we are 


bat. Tenants at ws witt':/ 
- 2..By 'to draw up” our Hearts ind 
Loves to God, by tho't Mercies we receive from 
God, to- make'ithem/ as Cords and Barids of Love, 
todrawour Hearts neater to God; and to: biridour 
Heatts faſter and cloſer to-God by them; tomake 

thoſe Mercies as Rog, 60 raiſe up our Souls higher 
towards.G6dyin allthEways of obedi and holy 
confidence, weſhogJd'pant and pray th >. «Oh, 


4 that this Creature-camfort may draw 'my Heart 
hs * NESTET tO. God, and not 1ye as- an Idolberween 
Heart and- God ; ob, that this temporal 

* Bore pg may- raiſe - my.. Heart ſome degrees 
« higher towards God ; -oh;that it/inay as." 
Aſks > 


wrt me GUO Gus =zSBO 


ow 
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234 Ham wal Ewth qpiramigtds or, Im 


. advance God -more: Oh that it may not divid$his 
Heart from- God, nor make me forgetiy of C 
os « op him, nor hinder -me in «ny Duty to bimK&y © 
* but, oh that every Mercy Ireceive om GodShun 
*' may endear (90d to me, and engage m TP 
* more to him. Such pantings and breathi ſin 
Soul ſhould be in- us, then we. ſhall enjoy Gor 1 
in our Mercies, and then they will be ſweet tec: 
Us, K) 
3- By labguring to uſe, and "improve all. Jupc 
Mercies for God; our Health, Eaſe, Liberty,)atdjoy. 
and all for God; to lay alf out for his Service, 
we have any Talent; let it be improyed for God 
if any Candle of Comfort lighted in our Habita 
tion, ler it burn for God ;, if any. Eaſe atter Pan 
any cathodes Werhonk, lay it out; for: Ge 
Let us be thinking and ger erJCr 
vice we.can put our Mercies 2o-for God. J” 


—_ ——C CCA >. <ARED —_— — 
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ba? he than as we may have i-with the 1v6ll 0c 
of God, and as it may help us, and not hit:ler Jia 
in our way to God; ſo hkewife, we ſhould not} y 
delire the continuance of any outward Comfort} gi 
any longer than with the-Love of God ; "and; when { 
he is pleaſed to call for them, -willing)y to Urren-y 
der themco him : This-is not to love ' thingh t; 
__ Sod, nor in competition with him, * 22 
paration'from him. - 15, For be 1 
loverth any thing him. ea. th rhe love of the 
Father « not in bim. And in fo doing we evidence, 
that we love the God 'of Mercies- more than the 
Mercies of God : And this way we may enjoy and} | 


maintain mack {weet communion with God here os 
t 


——  ——— -- _ — — 
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ividhis Life ; namely, by our hearty acknowledgment 

;etiuf God our Father | in Chrift, to be the Author of 

ny our Mertics ; looking to-his Love in them ; 

- pwning his Propriety. in them all ; making them 

wank; Cords of Love, to-draw up dur Heartst0God ; 

B* fuſing them for God, and willing to part with them 
*t- his call, This is to look to God in all our 
GEMercies, - 

Secondly, Let us labour to look unto, and live 
Vugupon God, in every Creature-comfort that we en- | 
RAY. Not only look .unto God in our Mercies, as 

Jas ſaid before in the other particular, but Jet us 
abour to aſcend higher; and that is, let us labour 
1 learn to live vue God and his Love in thoſe 


| pur is Queſtion to qur ſelves; Do we 

F enjoy God's Love with theſe ? A great 
"_ 02, yet ſeldom. ask'd. It is ſurely the Love © God 
Sy in-a Mercy, that doth ſanQifie and ſweeten - the 
; us 2s is evident in that famous Inftance 
Hegekith, "fe. 38. 17; Thou baſt in love 20 my; foul 
Frans) me-from, the pit of corruption.” Then Deli- 
verance is ſweet, when it comes from God's Love 

to our Souls, 


Q. But how may we know that ? 


A. As _— : For, faith he, thou baſt cai? 
all my fins be ind thy back. When Pardon of Sin 
comes with a Mercy, 'tis a Mercy indeed, a double 
Mercy. Note, When a Souk-mercy comes with 2 

Bodi- 


- 
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Podily Mercy, a Soul-mercy, with Eaſe, Recove 
ry, 5c, then that outward Mercy comes from th 
Love of God indeed... And thus many times” ot 
Lord Jeſus diftributed his Mercies in-the Days 4 
his Fleſh upon the Earth, healing Souls and Bogie 
rogether, forgiving their Sins, and* curing then 
Dileaſes all at once. | 


Q. Put how ſhall we know that our Sins are forgi I 
as well as our Trouble removed ? 


pri 1. When the Soul-is ſtirred up to ſultab 
ing of God, asin Hezckia>, fo in” Brown's 
OJ. Ty 2, 3 the ſenſe of God's Mercies to. 
cla ed their Hearts with Tos arc fond 
| e may know that our Sits USA 
if” thoſk Conditions are tau; 

iveneſs of Sins is. promi 
Aly Repentance and. 


ted our, when the rimes of 1 ; 
the preſence of the Lord. AAS 10. 43. 7s bim (2 ne} 
ly, to Jeſus) do all'the Prophets witneſs, that 'S 
by name, whoſoever believeth in bim, ſhall recthoe re 
miſſion of ſins, Now, if after Mercies God gives Ih 
Hearts to repent and believe, -we- may*©ce | 
concinde that thoſe” Mercies come to us: frem the 


re 

. love of God. j 

- We follow hard in our Prayers, and Defires, and 

Endeavours after earthly Mercies, when” we want 

them ; whereas our Souls ſhould follow hard a q 

God in-them : Pſal. 63. 8. & 31.: 23. . In every 

Ordinance, Priviledge, Duty, Providence, in ev 

ry Enjo apy it is the Love of God in it, thar ar 


Souls ſhould thirſt - after ; as-David did, Pſa. 62: 
x, 2, 3, My ſoul thirfteth for God, for the iongoot: 
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0 Fſal. $4. 1. Thee, thee, Lord, my ſoul longerh jo. 

Bic longed for God's Ordinances too, but 

For God in them. © So ſhould we cry, ©- Health, 

\F and Eaſe, and -Liberty, and Deliveragice with 

thy ſelf, Lord, and en thy Love-: 

& Plenty with thy 'Love, Lord ,-aot without it. 

ctter be without theſe* Mercies "than wifhout the 


ove of God-in them-:- Fude 21; Keep your ſelves” 
the love of God 7 Gal, 2. 20. « 62, 10. If ri- 


( Friends, Baſe, &e,) 'encreaſe, ſer 10: your bearts 
n them, bat on God in them. 
4} To 190k through,ahd beyond, and above a Mer- 
ly, unto the God of- that Mercy, 1is- a Mercy in 
ſat 'M and a Cchoire' one yo; for none but 
el 0d's Choſen ones'can do it : Ando to do, | 
--*Fuch Grace -and much Communion with 
u 0." 3.-t, 2+..-Let us look up, look up to God in 
vich our Mercies : Stay not'on the Mercy, be not 
hi dE the oreiari Mercy, for that'is but” 


ww! | $hell, but - look up to- God, and"long to ſee- . 
Bd taſte his Love in it, for that is the Kernel, 
* Love in Chrift; feed on that by Faith, Love, 


jiwh T 


O, LID labout to. have God in alt our 
daghts;.fof, to look to, love, and live npon 
Tccarure-comforts meerly, barely, only, is but to 
inty$ve upon Huſks, Aſhes, Wind and Vanity os 
thelJre no Bread for the Soul z Iſa: 55. 2.. Pſal £343.6 

ſtretch forth my hands unto thee ;, my ſoul thirftet af- 

and# thee, a thirfly Land, ; 
vant When we tafte and ſce the earthly Comforts we 
frer$2ve, if we ca allo tafte and fee the Loveof God 
Very 1 them; we enjoy a double ſweetneſs, an- outward 
eve-$Þ4 an inward, a viſible and an inviſible ſweet- 
or : Oh, what ſweetneſs then may we tafte ? for 
62 h Fai and Senſe are fed at ance. Afd we 
204 : may 

vl + 
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may further know, that any-Mercy comes. to uſ'<* 
in Love, -when our Souls are the better for thatf"© 
Mercy, more endeared to Goq, and more enlar ſhe! 
ged atter-God, & - 
2+ We muſt labour to uſe and enjoy «ll our it 
_  Mercies for God, for his "Honour and'Service, agP®! 
was | hinted- before. This is God's end in givin 
_ them,” and it ſhawd be-ours-in uſing them. 1 Cor Ne 
.10. 31. Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever ye dt 
do all 0 the glory of God, This great End ſhould A 
always be minded by us. (TR bo | 
We ſhould judge aÞthat good that leads ts nead C 
rer to God; and all that evil that draws us fartherÞucl 
from him : Prov. 16. 4. The Lord bath made all thingeſ* mM 
for himſelf. We have loſt moſt 'of our Comforaſfe1i 
for want of this, to wit, our fiot enjoying thentigſ It 
God, and for God, and God in them ;* We feed onfll 
them, -but not on God in them 5 and this prop" 4 
vokes God to remove them; and tq take awayF2j0 
our beſt outward Mercies from us ;, even his Gold 
pel, for our not. uſing it, and not improving it forÞp0d 
God, and for contenting our ſelves barely withF<ma 
it, without God in it-: Bare Ordinances,” barep2ch 
Duties, without God in them, are bnt dry Breatts,FPr1T 
without Milk, which Souls may lye upon all theirÞ's 
days, and ftarve and periſh notwithſtanding,if theyÞ 
meet not God in them. | irel) 
But now, if we thus eye and look unto God F *® - 
and ſeriouſly mind the inviſible eternal God, 
ſhall hereby be ſweetly ſupported under all ourf 
Troubles, For, qu» 
1/t, This will take-out the gall and wormwood{ 24 
of our Troubles, which-is our inordinate love off®7 
the Creature ; for there is no immoderate SorrowP*es i 
for the Joſs of any thing, but of that which 
mordinately layed ; So that if God had had -ourpod 


y”- 
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ueicarts and AﬀeRions , when we. had our- Crea- 
ire-Comforts, -he' will have them” much more 
ren they are remoyed 5 for God- remains the 

- &me till, every way as full, and as All-ſafficient 

ueÞ ſupply and ſupport us : So that if we had lived 

pon God zbe Fountain when we had-the Cifterns, 
oF ſhall live more immediately upon him when the 
orifterns are broken, and ſhall then have our Com- 

{arts more pure, and more refreſhing, 

14] And this is not all z' but if we be truly gracious, ' 
© will grieve ns to the very Heart,when' our earth- 
:/ Comforts are:gone, that we ſet. our Hearts ſo 
-Þuch upon them, that we minded and loved them 

fo much, and lived ſo much upon them, 'and that 
elived ſo little upon God in them, and enjoyed 

d little 'of God and his Love in them ;, and this 
hill be che Sting and Burchen of our Souls then. 
ut now, to live on God and his Loye in our 

oyments, will preyent this Trouble of Troubles, 

y! nd ſupport us under all our Troubles, becauſe our 

d, and his Love, which we livetl upon before, 

:þemain fill. God is everlaſting, and his Love 
epnchangable. The Eoundation , remains 5 the 
$' ring oh glogr Mercies regs, Hobs woe and 
irÞ)as! w trangers, are we to is living u 

od, and his Love in Chrift ? David - 


irely upon God het le ps BHI whom bave 


w in 2 oo earth that 
defire beſides thee. -x my yy beart failerh, but 


t 5 foes 4 = , and my portion for 


dy, By this 'we may begin our Heaven 
- Bu Ss oven in the Hell of the Tien 
ME eo? he Worlds for this is the 
Happineſs of Heeven, to be continually with 
dd, and to live upon God, ghar God may be all in 


rts all, 
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all, 1 Cor. 15.28, This is Heavens Happineſs, to: 
live upon-that iftfinite Fountain of goodne(s; and 
to live with God,” And-ſo far as we can. thus, live 
upon God by. Faith, Love, Meditation, Hply.Cor 
fidence and Dependaace, Holy Relſtgnation:of our 
ſelvesand all qur concerns to him, fo far we are ex 


iti 
3 

raftll} Conf? 
ture, we ſhall find in the Creator. . 1f we enjoyed 
God in the Creature, in Relations, Friends, ' Eſtate 
when theſe Creature-comforts are gone, and, it, may « 
be better than before, for. the Fountain it: felF jsY th; 
purer than the Streams. | Fs 2 


All the little good, the ſmall comfort, the flender 


and ſhort ſatisfagtion, the little mixed ſweety 
that we have in or from aay Creature, comes not 
from the Creature it ſelf,, diftin& from Ggd, for 
then all that enjoy the Creature would have that 
Comfort and Content, the b4d'as well as the good 5 
which we know is not fo ;, for many, have had largeFti 
Portions of the beft of the Creatures, that have had 
no comfort or conteatment in them :- Solomon hiun-l 
ſelfis a Witnels, ME: po Ae 
But that very little Comfort-or Content that. ar 
one hath in the Creature, it is diſtilled and derived 
to him through.the Creature from God, and froniYt 
him alone, It God put ſweetnels into any Creature 
comfort, and bleſs it to us, it ſhall be.ſwect. to us: 
If He convey any goodneſs or content to us through 
any Creature-chanel, we ſhall have it, not. fie ; 
Bat if he put bitternels into any Chengne- Per 
2: 
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Mercy ;, 
IE a INs pwn oe "SUE; 
I. "has Lontery had Aub in TEE or 
urf Zaman in his Hononr. ? | (none /at; all. 
LY Prov. 10; 22. The of the. 1s maker ric, 
» Yandbe adds no ſorrow with it, The Lord 
maketh the Poor in, this World rich, and - this 
A- ge Dn there doth i allies 
gy This is the Bleſſing that. goes with The 
the _ inward Bleſſing, that goes with the 
Can whether hue os much, the love. - 
ay; MY of Cod ine Tris Beaples and thatmaketh rich, | 
| WO ing apron ty and yiclds els to/ic; 
4 and -this Contentment is the. 1g; Wighour 
ey which GodlizeFt elf is not Gain. Now, whaſthe: 
of outward , is the : 
I gone, the-inward B may he-continued ; the 
och Love:of' God, and inwar Contentment may be: 
x continued when the Cabinet is worn outs the 
4 ]ewel may be as good. as ever : And! if; tins 
Itinue with us; namely; the Bleſhng which is: 
___ Love.of God, if that remain. towards vs, / oo 
m- Jourward Bicſhng i is taken away,' we baye np cauſe: 
of Diſquietment. But this remains always:to the 
nyJtrue Chriftian ;, for it is God's Covenant, which 
edficannot be broken. Pſal. 89. 34, 35 My loving- 
ontYtindnefs 1 will not urterly -2ake from bim, nor ſuffer my 
__ uithfulneſs ra fail : My, covenant will uot break, &e; 
Oh, that-we cou uld iJook more. at the inviſible 
ſeternal Bleſſing, the ſure Mercies bf Dewid, in all 
:Jour outward, Blefhngs; which remains: when all ghe | 
M It- 


-- 
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viable cerapeparlilogs are gone, - Yea, further, 
This inviſible everlaſting Bleking doth not only re-- 
main with us{\hten/all other Bleſſings are gone, 
but-(which 'is\worlderfal ) then; 'even then, our 
everlaffing Father'toth uſually-communicate -and 
manifeſt more of .his-Love*( which is the Bleſſing 
indeed )/ egthe Souls m his*People, than- when | 
they had the enjdyment of their outward Bleffings, 
When had re an Foly ſuch glorious Viſions 
of God; but. in;Captivity and{Exile > When Golf 
brings. his People into the Wildetneſs, then he 
ſpeaks comfortably unto them, ' then* he ſpeaks to their: 
Hearts, of. 2.' 14. as in the' Wildemeſs, {in the 
abſence of Creature-comforts, -the Spouſe leanson 
her Beloved, Cam. $. 5. fixeth her Loves and De- 
lires moſt intimately echo te him} 'fo, 
even then, her Beloved manifefts moſt of his t | 
loveto her; and when the World frowns, he ſmiles 

+So that this looking up #0 God in all our Enj 
living upofi Him, and enjoying all in-him, and for 
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him, : will wonderfully. ſupport us under all our}; 
Frouble, becauſe by this means we {hall loſe no-Yy; 
thittg, but 'what we loſe ifi- the-Stream, we ſhall Ja, 
1 ſuf 


find in the Fountain, what we want in the C 
tare, we ſhall fihd'in God ;, yea, am in all our-loGY.z+. 
ſes/for Chrift and” his Truths, we are affured toÞz; 


have an*hundred fold; Meth. 19.29. 4 
So muchifor the firſt inſel, Look to God in 
our Enjoyments. | 
- | 


N. The fecond Counſel : Reſign wills b 
tirely 10 the will of Goil in «ll your AffiiSions. It ii; 
an Argument of an excellent Spirit, when all Set 

are drowned in the Will of God, andtt 


— 


> x 
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is nothing, loſt therein; for our beſt ſafety/igin the 
Will of God, our Happineſs is more in Gad than 
in our lves,-and His Willis infinitely better than 
Ours. | , 

We may be ſure-of this, that a man ſhall never 

have ſetled : Peace and Comfort, until'.he have. 

cordially /committed and reſigned up all his Will 

and: Way,:all his Cancerns, .and Interefts, ana 

Ends\to-the holy. Will-of Gods... Pſal: 27. 5, 7. 

't thy wdy onto: the. Lord : truſt 41ſo in bim, ant 
wy : 


be pap... Reft in the Lord, and 


that * begets:: all the / Stirs and- Troubles. in the 
Hearts of. Men, | GOD will have his Will, and, 
Man:will have his; It is the communionof Wills, 
Hearts, Interefts,,and Ends, that is that fellowſbip 
that Creature hath with itsCreator, . - 
- It is the Intereſt and Honour, the Dignity and 
Duty, the Comfort and Quiet, the Heaven and 
Happineſs of a' Rational Creature to be what God 
will have him be, to. do what God will have him« 
hall. J ao,” to want what God will have him want, and to 
a-Iſuffer what God will have him ſuffer; . to be wholly 
eo it the-&i lit Bobs us our Lord was; Not my 
ds 1147 | Co . } 
This is true Chriftianity indeed, true Self-denial, 
: 68 Matt; 164-24 Tobeno more 'our own, nor at. 
pur own-Uiſpoſe, but to; be entirely at the Will of 
dd, is the way to true Comfort : Pſa. Lg 
ow rs wy refuge, and my portion in the Jand of 
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CE thus look unto the invifibe 
hp ny aw ae will in all things, 
GE Gp upport and comfort in all our 
Hy | we - muſt carefully ': obſerve theſe 
Ly 
is, We muft really look unto, and heartily 
own God's abſolute Dominion over, and his Pro- 
riety in 4a things eee Rs 
of all his Works ; 12. He taketh may. = 
can binder bim ? who {06 3.16. Soca ng 
Ia. 445 9» Heis the Por, we are the Clay ye 
is the Creator of all chin and therefore \the' 
true, only, and righrfu] of all | 
Eck. 18. 4. All ſouls are mine, faith God; and all 
Creatures are his. Hof. 2. 9. And we are nohe 
of our own, 1 Cor. 6. 20, Whether as Creatures 
or Chriſtians, our Souls, Bodies, Goods, - alt are 
God's, upon all accounts : If 'we did not look”-on 
thoſe earthly Comforts too much as our own, wy 
ſhould not grieve too much for the 1oſs of them.” 
Now, we own God's.Dominion and Propriety 
edartonsr oF naar receive any Crea- 
from him; filently ſubmit to his 
diſpoſe of them. Pſal. 39. g. 1 was dimmb, faith 
David ;,-and quietly ſurrender them up to God 
when he call for ; as Eli, 1 Sam. 2. 18. 
"2ly, We muſt really and heartily _ 
—_ Rightconſneſs in all his Diſpe 
an le 22 the We, 90k EoSpp , Jan 
in ro ri in all, 
. Norte cis righreafint wit 
© Got of our ſalvation. Dan. 9. 14- 
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abou, O Lord, Pal. 1 R164 femsn 
hwy a i bh 
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Faſt IUFen M0. 
'into his - Covenant 


ſhall work for their therefore in very faith- 
- fulneſs'he doth _ #4 nerforni i Pro- 


Fa ALCOHOL aNgAT<' 


I miſt | enquire 
| , 

NN led ani 

wdys. God 1s righteous, 

icon. Herenpon we 

(nee thei, hate or, 


TT 
Sw Ye oi 


| » Tſal. 8g. 33, 33+ and hath” 
promiſed to with-hold no good thing from his 
People, P/al. $4. 11. Now God ſees and knows 
that iſements are good for his People, 'and 


mife,..and fulfil his Covenant. -Oh, that we could 

ſeriouſly Jodk to this Faithfulneſs of God, ' and be- 

lieve; (that while He is afflifting and chaſtifing us, 

He is but making good his faithful Promiſes to us, 

ic would mightily ſupport and uphold us: Butthis 

is our Unhappineſs, that in Affliftion we are apt 

to judge the quite COTA, and to think rather 

that God is executing his Threatning upon ug and. 

that breeds Trouble to us. Little do we think, . 
5 M 3 that 
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that when God ftrips us of this or that outward 


ing of glory. Oh, could we but 
believe this, and a& our Faith u peer God's Fark 
fulneſs, it would oy us OSgoope pale Fabra oy 


eternal God, in. all, our / 
ther RR znder. 


>) 


Fury 3-1 im to POR poor oY 5 i T 
Ifa. 27. 4. but pity: = 5 Pal. 103-13. 
His Compaſſions fail not, Lam. 3. 22, 23, 24+ There 
is no revengeful Paſhon in vos moſt holy. Ggd it 
3s He that, puts Bowe cy and Com 
anto hip CANIres, ah phy Bu He. jt of 
Mercy hi A He is rich in rey, Al bs 
9. 2. 4- and fu ner ant of re 
Lord eafire? inthem bas fear bim, tn them Te 
bope in hs mercy, Dſal. 147.11. Bebold, tbe eye of 
zbe Lord. s upon them that fear him ;, upon them 
that bope. in bs Mercy , Pſal. 33. 18. Let -us af | 
Faith on the Mercy of God. 
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5ly, We muſt look unto and' own the Omnipoe- 


tency and All-ſafficiency of the: inviſible eternal 
God, Gen. 17. tam Gud, -Rev.'1' 8. 


FO TIO 77 ee TY PIR HP a 


Ip "obs 4 'S 
al: ight,” thy Sdrrow into = 
* Joy; He'can make dry Bones live,z He” that 
«breaks can bind up; He that takesran'gn 
This'is the” beft way to glorifie G xd&.in 
of our Viſitation 5 to traſt in him, and Telye npon 
bim ; though He kill a! onr Comforts, yet to be- 
lieve He can ſupply,He can provide ;, as ſaid Abra- 


bam fo Pſul. 107, 33, 35+. Whatever our caſe ” 
2 x M- 4. et 
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let us take heed that we deſpond' not, nor caſt 
away. our. confidence, bur reft upon - God's Al} 4 
ſufficiency, ., Truſt in the Lord for ever, for in uhe Lord | BY 
* Febovab is ing firength, Wai 26.* 2,3. Thou 
wilt keep him-in peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on 
thee, becauſe bexruſtetbin thee. 1 7 * + 
6ly, Let us eye and-own the infinite Wiſdem'of 
the inviſible eternal God : He that ſends and or- 
ders all our Affliftions, is the Wiſe God, the On- 
ly-wiſe God, the yery Fountain of all Wiſtlom ; 
1, 7im. 1:17. He ſhews-his Wiſdom not only in 
| Tal. Providence , governing  the-' whole 
_ World, but-in. alt his ſpecial Providences tows 
is People, and. that ''in reſpett of their Aﬀ 
<1; BY S071 ls ts 


bd 
_= 


thi a0 1. 4 Hes the" God of at-renfatle 
3 He knows beſt when to deliver ; even thei, 
when it Bll make moſt for his own glory, and his 


Peoples greateſt good ;, 2 Pet. 2. 9. and ſurely that 
caſt be the beft time, f : 
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4:\ He knows beſt how-to make AfiQtions work 
moſt fox -oue" good 5 how to ble(s' them, ant to” 
make-them'Bleflings to-us, that we may have cauſe: 
to bleſs him-for them © + try 
"Now, -we eye atid own the Wiſdonr of Gott it 
our Affliftions, when by the confideration 'of it 
we are k&pt'from maligning and fretting ar the 
Inſtruments or Cauſes of our Afiiftions, ſaying in" 
our | Hearts 'and Tongues, - 'Zet' Shimei exrſe, ler 
Etemies perſecute and "plunder, &c, All theſe are but” 
Swords, Staffs, Rods in our moft wiſe and loving” 
Father's- Hand : ' Theſe Lofles, -Sicknefſes, Ge. do” 
but execute the Will and Wiſdom of God; and 
when' we _ no haſte » get ont of our 'Trom- 
bles, nor ule any unlawful means, but quietly and: 
contentedly referr all to the zdly wil and Wiſdom 
of Gad; and wheir we can wait with Patienceupon- 
Gog,. and'ftay Wis time, and hope- in Hinz.only, 
for an happy iſſue 5/ reſigning _up our _wily to.his 
will and-Wiſdorh, to do with-us, to ke >} of us,., 
and of alt our Comforts, as He pleaſeth :- By ſo 
doing we ſhall 4 em {upported-under al” our” 
Treubles.  * Lord God, of thy abundaggGrace,, 
« and. by thy Almighty Power, work ' in ns this 
&« bleſſed frame, and keep us in it, rill Death, that: 
« thou maiſt be glorified by_us... : | 
Fy; andJaftly,. Let us cye'and own'the toveand; 
#o0dneſs of God-in 4H ourAftlictions ; Weare apt” 
to look moſtly to the Anger and Diſpleafure of 
God in our*Froubles, which indeed we” onght ro- 
be ſenfible-of, and deeply affetted with, becauſe” 
we have finned againſt Him, and: therefore: ought” _ | 
we patiently to bear the effettzof his indignation;. 
Mic.'7."9. and* to. liimble- our ſelves under: Niss- 
mighty Hand, to repent of,, and'turn from ours evik. 
| M. 5. fo, 
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wwdjs, Lam, 3. $46. L $459 hut, this _ is 

"" pg (Bhs _— my ah al ok mR30 Ae 
| love of God, a 1.29 ow —_ 

mg a gravy 7. &. gurl we rr he > 

the Lord. loveth be +. Pins 25» 40. Aþube 


s of tbe Lord e mercy and 
my as our have 2 ay Cauſe,; as bad 
as may be, eyen. our Sins,, Lam. 3. wher 
the Tiving Mt = complain, 4 nerdy tp = 

7. PR good Root, 
even the Love : As many 4s 1 lowe, 1 rebuke 
and chaſten, ne gf our loving Lord ]eſys,: Rev." 3+, 19+ 
' He loves when he takes, as well as when, he IVES, 
He takes in love; and "this believed and conſide- 
red, will very much ſweeten every bitter Cup 
The believing conſideration, that the love ao 7X 
Haber, the love of the Mediator, is un every oof . 
fidti at Kart] Cup that comes to I 
ſeth ng ah his Hands, who loved .us,; and: 
gave himſe $80 Vs, pd him are all th 


this emma will ſypport us : Lord, encreaſe our 
Fait 

So much of the ſecond Counſel, wiz. To EE) 
up our Wills to the Will of God in all our Muje- 
re $, 


IM. The Cunha to Chriftians, i in order-to" 


Core ſupport and fomfort in their Afftitions, is 
this 

Aim at-C ommnion with God, and Conformity to 
bim in :ll Adions : Look unto the invifible 
eternal God, and labour for Communion with him, 
and conformity to him. I: is conformity. to God 
_ that fits us for communion with him, "The mare 
conformity to him, to his holy Nature, and: to 

bis 


my we By of we wr. 
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his holy Will, the more communionae ſhall have 
with him; and the. more we are | like him, the 
more. will - 'he manifeſt himſelf unto us; andthe 
more we obey | him, the more fellowſhip we. ſhall. 


have with him. Fobs 14. 21, 234 


And alfo, the more communion we Have with 
him,&the more communications we have from him,. 
the more conformable we ſhall be to him; and the. 
morewe ſhall be like him ; *2'Cor. 3. 18. Commu-- 
nion with God will transform- and change us into. 
his Image more and more and the more we have 
of his Image, thc more pleaſure witt ho#ake —_ 
and the more delight willhe take 
himſelf to ns-* The -more holy, heavenly, wr 
ble,. meek, parient, loving, merciful, peaceable we: 
are, the more like him we are ;, and the more we. 
are like himg the'more-of his love and likeneſs” will. 
he continually work in /us, and + manifeſt unto. us. 
'This isthe Life of true Rebgion-; this isro live the 
Life of God; to live in communion with him, pan» - 
ting .and longing. after conſtant Influences ne: 


_ Communicatians of his Lite, Spirit, Love, Grace,. 


Peace, and Comfort from him; and giving. up, 
furrendring wp" of our Hearts and Souls to him,. 
ſpending otir deft” thoughts; delires, affettions,, 
hopes, truſt, joy,and delight upon hin. 

Always minding ,that'it is God-in "ra rang 
we. muſt thus loox-unto andmind, mr a{ thele 
ticelars 5 God in Chrift, net Gad ſingly coi = 

td, but God, in Chriſ+ ;, for, God canntege comtor- 
bly thouy upon out, of "ckriftous 
wthone alon? be well pleaſed. : No Communion with 
G4, but in Chriſt ; no Communicarianefany good: 
from Cod- towns, } but in-Cbrift;. and. by iz Spied) , 


n Kg. the-invifble. crernal. Ed, by Ther invitible 


STCT 


cator, .1as ' 


= 
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eternal Son of/, God, and through the; inviſible 
eternal Spirit, that we muſt mike af our Addreſſes 
nw, and-:expett 4} Communications» of good 

om, «14H 2) | pl 

It is Chriſt alone that:muft bring God and the 
Soul together: In Chriſt we are reconciled to him, 
even -by the Blood of his Croſs; 2 Cor."'5. 19. 
Col. 1, 21. And -b&ing reconciled-to God by him, 


we have Peace with God, and then have Commuy- 


nion with him, 

1n Chriſt; God's Nature'becomes lovely -to us, 
and qurs.to+God, otherwiſe there is an utter Enmi- 
ty rr vic pure and our impure Nature. 
Chriſt hath” made up the vaſt gulf-between, God 
ears hag drank of the brook in the way, Pal. 
L1O. lalt. 

Aim at, and. thirſt after Communion with God 
in Chriſt, jn all your receipts of Mercies from him, 


and. in all your returns, of Duty to | him ; Pray . 


and pant, that all that you -receive from him may 
Ka. you from his Love in Chriſt; Oh, that 


this Mercy, that this Atfiftion, may proceed from 


God's Fatherly Love in'Chrift Jeſus !- fo inall your 
Approaches to God, in Ordinances and ' Daties, 
pray and pant after Communion with God .in 
Chrift; Oh, that I may meet with God: in this 
Ordinance, and. in this Duty ! without -which 
we ſhould not be ſatisfhed in any, © - | 

Ordinapges/and Duties, and all outward Bleſ 
ſings, are\, 4 -viſthle temporal things z we muf 


look beyond rhem and 'above them.g unto. Gul. 
in Cirift, for the inviitble eternal love, and grae,- 


and bleſſing of God in them. © So. holy. Deul, 
Pil, 63. 1, 2, 3« That T may ſee thy. power end by 


glory, faich. he, And Verk, 8. My foul followerh bed 
| | : . ter * 


_- 


Inuiſibilities the greateſt Realities, 2573 
after God ;, ro. ſee God's power, - and os ant 

in Ordinances. So Pſd. 4%. 1, 2. My ſoul 
ifterb for ne rf Tiving God. This is the 
marrow and' s Ordiriances, and this 
is that Ge Farie ay St therefore this is the 
thing that our Souts ſhould Jong” and breath af- 
ter, that we may have yes, (weet fights of the 
inviſible cternal-God in Chrift, in Ordinances and 
Y Duties, and taſts of his love and goodneſs/in 

them, 

And if we have Communion with: G 


ies patiently and cornk y 
bows all our Aion and ” rofitably to pore 
them. 

Now, if we would have Communion with God - 
in Chriſt, we muſt look-well to theſe things, np an. 
18, We muſt rj Ag for ſuch 
az are pure in Heart, 
God in his Son, wo Fore _ i haPro 


* ws 


4.5. 8. A pure Heart is a new Heart, an; Heart 
pd the Blood of Chriſt from the” guilt of 
Sin, and purified by his I 5 Aﬀs 15. 9: An 
Heart renes and ſantitied; a ſingle, ſincere, 
and upright” Heart, that - hath pure Principles 
planted in it, the Spirit of God, the Fear of God, 
the Love of God; Faith in God and Chrift, Chriſt 
formed there, the Image of God ftamyed there, 
the Kingdom of "God fet up there : Theſe are 
the true Principles of Purity of Heart and. Life; 
and allo an Heart ſet and bent. by the: Rales.cþ 

od's 
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God's, pure Word, - that pure »Rule ; . and that. 
afteth. for ,puze ends. to- pleale. God, to bring fn 
Glory to him, to. do goad u0 others, and toenjoy Pl; 
God in. our-Sabvation * Such may «expett- ſweet], 
Communiorn:with God, 2 Cor, 6.16, 17. the Lord He 
God Almighty will-walk-and dwell with ſuch, He 

21y, We muſt labour to be. poor in:Heart, poor 
in Spirit, Mar. 5. 3. broken in Heart, contrite in 
Spirit, J/a-. 5 7415+  O, the wonderful condeſcen- Soy 
fion of the high and lotty one , who dwelleth in ſhe 
the Heaviahs !' that He ſhould ftoop fo low, as to 1 5 
broken Heart, to revive fach Heatts; a 


are not ſmall : .Happy indeed are theſe Soulsin 
whom the great and glorious God dwel's.; Blefſed 
Souls that are the Temple of the holy God, Habi- 
tations of "God, by! the'Spirit;, 3 Cor. 3. 16. Fpby 
2.22. 1/7, 66. 2." Bo the man will'God look-that 
js poor, and'0f a\contrite Spirit; and Got's looks 
on ſuch are ſweet'looks, Love-looks\, ſuch ſhall Þ 
have much communion with God and Chrift, for bs 
Chriſt was ſent. to bind up the: broken b:arted, Duke 

18. | 
-- What a' comfortable ſupport is this to a poor 
afficted Chriſtian, that is poor.in this World, de- 
ſitute of Erichds ande2rthly Comforts, reftrained 
and ſhut up in Priſon, or. otherwiſe © confiazd to 
Chamber or Sick-bed, andwithat, - is p5or in Spirie, 
13 content .in-this condition ? Yetnow, in this his 
deſolate condition, he may.have Cemmunion- with- 
the-great: God; he may enjoy the bleflec an ſweet. 
Company of the LorbJ*ſuz by day and by night, 
even when Lover and Frien1is pur far fromhim 
even. then. his God is 'acartbim, his everlaſting Fa» 

\ . ther: 
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thes- is. with kim, Redo morey orreah 
ſweet SVOur Hugbaniiiawith- him :; 
1 25+: 

de Prayer. of the 

"| He will-the | ly. totheir poor 
Sauls, Z2v...2+ +44. Feng wil _ to their Hearts ; 


He knows their Souls be beſt in Adverſity,.. and- their 
Souls know vhim, þeſtthen ; Jeſus Chriſt will;then 
ſhew; theny his, Love, and manifeſt it unto A 


in eye 
n Heare-: -Pſah, 325+ The Lord is nigh” untothem 
that call upon him in truth.; they ſhall have Com- 
munion with him 2; He Joverh truth in. the inner 
parts ;, He shas malkerh uprightly ſhall dwell in God's 
EE yy per eg his holy Hill, Kery 1,2. 
| | rite: Oh, guile and —_— 
hewaid i 


EEE 


> wn their Converſation in Heaven, have comverſe 
with God, Pb#.'23. 20. We muſt be very watchul, 

that the World do. not lye too near 'our hearts, 
nor lodge coo. long in out! hearts, for. that will 
fteal away” our hearts from God,: and hinder our 
Communion. with him : We muft take heed, that 
qur, hearts be. not at any time over- charged 
with the Cares of this Life, but let ns labour 
to keep the World and our Hearts afunder : ; for 
thoſe things that_are viſible. and temporal, will 
darken.our bght.of,.God, if we let them into. our 
hearts ; and they will driveGot. out ——_— 


$./ 


2 " Heaven and. Exethepitomie/d: on," 


if we entertain--the: inofdinate+ love of 'theni. 
Covetoulieſs- is Wdolatry; becauſe it ſets up the 
Creature for a-Gdd in the- & YearrS,'s 1 Fobs 2; 14,15, 
Sr the” Father 4*n0t 
in bim. * Watch then againſt this: 
preſent evil. World, and ſuffer i-nor to get into 
your Hearrs, if you- will maintain- Jour- -ONMumU- 
nion. with- God in-Chrift, | 
5ly, Be muct- in the aing-of'': Faith; Love; 


Hope, Joy, in the Lord 1': Be'wwuch in- praiſing 
God : e exerciſes of thele we':enjoy- 
God, aid communicates /hitnſelF”ro/us; Oh, 
labour to-Hlive in the lively” exertfe'vf Faith * 


Chriſt dwells in the Heart by Faith; \Epb, 347. | 


Gal, 2. 29. Labour to- believe. the Love -of- Ged- 


it. Chriſt to-your Souls, in giving-his Son to be- es. 
Sin-offering tor us: Fobn » %«. 16, Fd ag Py ws 
this believing, *t will warm your- 
Hearts with. Love to-God again, apt Bog of 
enjoy much. ſweet”: Conalpn wich 
Chriſt ;, Fobi 140 2x, 23. \ 

In the Attings of -our Love to God: -we ſhall 
meet with more 'Nani'eftations of God's Love'to 
us. Where: and when we- open :our Hearts''to- 


God and-Chrift,>and give thom-our- Loves, *there | 


and then. witl-God- and-Chrift oper their -Hearts' 
to 5; and give'us their Loves ,; Cant!) 1; 2, 4x 
& Cant. 7. 16, '61,- /There is a mutual) MatiifeRta- 
tion of Love to each other ; [no Love is loft-'he- 
tween Chrift ant his Spuule :- If any man open to 
m2, (ſaith Chriſt) 7 willcome in unto: bin, -and- ſup 

with kim, an{ be with me: Rev. 2.18. Now, 6 

the' exerci e 'of Faith and "Love, We..  opet: wc 
Chriſt; heis always'ready tp come in {Opt your 
everlaſting doors, that the king of 899 ESE Co 
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6ly, Be watchful : Watch, and keep you 


| bearts with all no: Prov. 4. 23+ Take heed 3 


let not the World nor Vain o Thonghes lodge there- 
Take heed. of wandring = God; watch your 
words,, watch your ſteps; take het rieve not, 
quench not," refift” riat the Holy iy -Spivtt, for by 
== Gerre fie himſelf 'to your ro 
care erve al Motions, and ftill is 
aſhfſtance in; afl your Duties, and reft upon his 
Aid, without which you can do nothing, 
4.79, "And laſtly , "1f we would maintair kx 
Communion wich Ont, (which'is' MU Heaven upon 
k well to'our whole Ct vpn 
tion, that” that be ordered aright, - for. to 
God will ſew bis ſalvation, Pſal. - -4 God looks 
for = d Converſation, a Life .order'd 


CET: Es: It . 


TE, perfo i hg; gp G 
and Man in xroring and integrity of Heath. 


. 


This is a well-erdey li Converſation. 


Alſo, in our Converſation, we muſt mind © two 
things ; | | 


11» J hat. we. have no pitoaltiy with the un- 
fruitful Works of Darkneſs, Epbe/. 5. 11. that is, 
no more than need; no intimate Familiarity and 
Communion yy them, left thereby we . loſe; qus 
Communion w Gad : c- ar Clarity, Ant 
with the Wicked than ; | 


258 Heaven and Earth epitomiz'd : or; (wv 
Neceſlity will allow. .Foo-many have loſt Con-Yyy 
munion .with''G O D, by their too intimate wi 


Communion with the "Wicked. Away from we fr, 
faith holy David, «ll; bh workers of att 


om 


2. That we break not Fellowſhip with, nor withelof | 
draw Communion from the People of God, from na: 
thoſe that bear his Image, although differing}. 
from us in ſome circumſtances. In the Commuy- beſo ; 
nion of Saints >a mL Fw Communion with ſe 
God ; ny 16. is among his People, He 

coll 7 dwells. in them. ar if 
Loa not only." to, thoſe of-.qur-..c effec 
Opinio to. all Saints. and profeiing Chr. 
Kians, afd dn hold” Communion with, all A j1 
A whom ye may charitahly þ non le 


SIE P Kia 


24. | * pp = 


Et weave, (os - wo tha "tk 00k 
- * untoliny! die crys ng, | cfPcgaly. Ge 
in Chrift, and maintaiping pp 4610 
them, we may be pwn; a dogs up, and ec 


ſupported under all our Troubles. 


" "no 
5 q 


£ 


() Moſt holy, moſt merci reifad, moſt gracious || _. 
Lord God, Father Almighty, and my 
moſt lovin and tender-bearted Father in 
my . moſt dear and ' ſweet "Redeemer Teſus 
Chriſt  I' render Thee my moſt humble 
and” beatty Thanks and Praiſe, for length- 


ning 
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m-Ening my days, and for ting me 
ey with thy Special Goodneſs , +5 as poor 
* Wark: for giving me ſometimes hours. 
pmetimes balf-bours, and- ſometimes days 
h-fof ſome Strength and Eaſe, between thoſe 
mymany ſad and painful Diſtempers upon 
Sf me, ſince I began it. And I moſt humbly 
Pbeſeech thee to write theſe Truths on my 
» Heart, and keep them there , that by the 
aſhſtance of thy good Spirit they may be 
feual to ſpiritualize, raiſe, and fix my 

cold, dead, carnal Heart upon thy 
iſt d Self in Criſt; : and be pleaſed. to 
ſafe me: ſweet. fenſopte, and conſtant 


ar 
is þ 
a 


F by, and com- 
Yfertabl pep _ Troubles. 


Amen, 
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- TO ALL MY”. 
'hriſtian. Friends 
dS Da 


Or elſewhere; 
Pr defi comow know gh tp: fare 


LO mg. Morne ron 
Intereſt in wg Lord Jeſus ; Grace 
and Peace. 


EforeT had d'the'f, T rg 
Birigcau Jad tale ne, wa 


Frog to Peay our Souls'for CE be- 
ingthe Concluſion of a Diſcourſe Eminent, 


Learned; and Pious Servant of Lord -Jeſus 
Mr. Fobn Flavel, whoſe Works ruſt, a0 "of 
whole Preſence and Labovts; we that” Kiew him 
by Face or-Works, have continwal caſe t6 lamenc 
rn #hic® Diſcourſe was from 2 re 13, 5. 

CON- 


262 To my Chriſtian Friends 
concerning Self-examination about a Man's Tate- 


reft-in Chrift'; Which I viewed'? fre 
reviewed;-I dF ir ts—mrork—ptieer 


the Contents ayes them, and ſo much Y nate 
that T thought. nopfit to cat ; my do Morſe!s alon 
but was ftrongly Foreſt to ' 


which here by. the-@@nſent of his « ear 
off eee thel ojhoſing ry ng 


exatt in their trying Work,, and may alſo excite 
others to due dili ub i that ſo profitable anc 
too. much. ne aa Dn. 
Thoſe-Chataters: in 5 ab ' oor Be nft 
Self-deceiving; Do not read only, but > ear 
neftly for the Spirit'shelp, and do)no longer de-F 
lay this Work, Neſt thou he cut off before hl? 
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"Eaves OM: 1} 


The Reverend Author baying preached: mar 
profitable Nt mows on go 2 Cor. 13- 5s. Expmi 


Jour fy 4 in, the .F 
whi ; & indi ar and nh, 
owe Hh | < 


Examination, | 
Duty confi gin A ſecret Debate. NE 
nal .cftate_ and conditions wha, our , Own _ 
ſons, wherein the Mind of a 1 DE 
weighs all cha ue or ham | 
ati eyen_Ballance. © The jefhnagcr. of th 


Debate is things eternal, pee eternal ' concern- 
meats 


10 
Du 


ITE 
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nts of. his Soul, as likew 

x } 5s od Bin Dt Y | 

; cl5 2c TY tins v ng 

| ns, and. ay je 'S ro on he 

theſe two things ; 3 Whether they are in 

hrift, or in the fate of Nature : a great Que- 

tion indeed, upon which OB ls our Hopes of 

Heaven, Chrift in you: the hope” » COk 1,27. 

$4», 1f we be in "Chriſt, wh ng, we are 

1, whether thriving in Grace, or decaying. in 

n.$< firſt of theſe Queſtions the painful 

; Spent many Exerciſes in the: relolving of; in age 
ng dowri,, opening and anſwering eight ſeveral 
Rin Rules of 'Tryal of a Saving Intereft in 

n K's the ſeveral CpG that poor 


z Souls might © ORE | 
y worth publica O 


@ Nee rakes from bam, 


IR omit them; the more: 1s. 
Fic pity: at SJ e ninth and laft Mark, I 

ind more full and perie&,. and. therefore only, 
| ffer one to your conſideration, OG, 
ahi wats uy own words. 


P 


As to this ninth Mark, of a Savin Intereſ Mw 
rift; 1: haye this to ſay, That if the" Lord ſhall 


he Flear but this. one Tryal, I do not value what-' 


hho « ons you ve- againſt any of the for- 
|; is will nt) ſpeak your Souls 


ad ſiteref is the Lord Jeſus, without any more. 


do ; and as far as the Lord ſhall clear it to you,:. 
00 may venture _ Souls into Eternity up- 
JL -it. 


And 


\. 


264 To my Chien Even: 


Wants ; tolet go, 

of him, and —— 

ment of him.” he 
Queſtive: 

hero, 4 Cn prion ag 


by cont fie Kn 
4 he that doth not think and know, a 


not conſent, If you be therefore conſenting ar 
willing to be Chrift's y 
remains no Doubt w 


L Ts not. py Re ot fs ſo £ 
cernment_ 3s this is raſhly; I am wel dogs 
own and : ur Salvation too Þ: -,car 
matter I. att to diſcoure, andth 

folve,' in he. h of F 

partially faith between, 


matter. . I would not, 'far* tf "6Ke Worl | 
werd ſhould drop from my Lrps, to the xuine offs; 
Rr 
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266 Tomy Chriſtian Friends 
ſee how he doth it, in the x1. Marth, 28. Come un #* 
ro me all that are weary and. beauy laden, and 1 will '"s 
give you reft : Theſe are the perſons Chriſt beſtows}] *© 
himſelf upon. - So that there muſt be ſuch a con-{] ©! 
viction of. Sin and Miſery by Nature, as leaves] 2 
us without Hope, without Chrift, I don't ſpeak} 9 
of the degrees of ſpiritual Trouble, but I take *© 
this to be an anaabBiopatde Truth, that ſo much Þ*® 
Convittion as unbottoms the /Soul- from  Seif- | *1 
ph agg and Falſe | hopes, is abſolutely ne-f| 4 
effary.;, and before this is, there can” be no;Match W 
berween Chrift and the Soul, -If any - man- be Jel 
married . to his. own Righteouſneſs, Duties, -and FEY 
Performances, that Soul hath nothing to doar;all Cl 
with Chrift ; nor can that Soul be married to, 12 
Chriſt, for *tis marricd -to the Law, another-Huk 
band; as you.may ſee in the Sixth of the Romans, 
the Apoſtle in that Chapter , proves to us,.that 
we can have nothing to. do with -Chrift until 
we are divorced from our own Selt-righteouſ- 
neſs. That's. the firſt thing, and this, 1 hope, 
-the Lord hath wrought upon many that are hers 
befare him ; The Spirit of Tlumination- hath been 
upon us, ſhewing us what miſerable Wretches we | 
were,-and ftruck. down the Foundation upon. which» B* 
our Hopes wers built, before, _ - raed 


TL : The ſecond thing. that is to pals upon'eve- 
ry Soul, in order to his Union with Chriſt, is a_ 
full Conviction of the Anſwerableneſs and . Ful- 
neſs'that' is in Jeſus Chriſt, to, all the wants and }** 
ſpiritual neceſſities of the, Soul. This you mult, - 
ee, or. you will never" conſent to take Chrift for. - 
your Lord : Aﬀs 4. 12; Neither us there ſalvation in le 
#ny other, 'for there js ane orher name given under || © 

. | l Hea- 


i 


in Dartmouth,or-e/ſewhere,8&c. 267 
Heaven, whereby we may be ſaved. Here's your Re- 
-188 fuge 5 Chriſt, and none-but Chrift, can anſwer 
wsll the Neceflities of my : poor Soul. 1 am full of 
n- || Guilt, and there is no Righteouſneſs but in Chrift 
es juſtifie me; I am full of Filth, 'and there is no 
ak | Holineſs'but 1n Chrift to fanftifie me." To'this 
ke | Refuge therefore in Chrift, God ſhuts up every 
ch $Soul. as to his laſt-Hopes: Therefore you find im 
if. | the 3d of Galar.23. we are ſaid to be ſhut up upto the 
e. | Fatty : * SO that we fee no other - way 'in the 
ch | World to eſcape Hell, but at this Door, the Lord a 
ze Jeſus. This . alſo, I truſt, the Lor@ hath made "0 
id Yevident. to: ſo. many Souls of yon 'as* are* mn 
alt] Chriſt... You ſee your abſolute; need of him, and 
to, | you-(ee in Chrift a compleat fulneſs/to anſwer all - 
ik | the wants -vf your Souls ;, that yon are ſhut up 
5,42 him, and have not the leaſt hopes hanging 
at; 
til 
uſ- 
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upon any other Objet beſides Chrift. Well, that's 
ie ſecond thing, . | hem 
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1- | <is' the - Soul that deliberately: conſents. 
4 Y fheretore to open this, remember, 


= t» Firſt, That here muſt be a deliberate Cori- 
in | (nt, it is not a Work to he done #andover Head, 
as we ſay, raſhly, and fo to repeat afterwards, 
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X fo-retreat; and-call back duy-Conſent 'afterware 
when -we fhall meet wittt ſomething in Religionl] - 
that-we <&d not. look for,” there-muſt be-a deli- C 
deration- of the Will, _ There be mairy/ men; that 
hang between” willing and unwilling,” they dbagdy 
they,clo-ngt coaſent:- Tn ſome rhings they can;andy] , 
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lefſed be he of the 
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but he "is reſojver it ſhall-ge ; foe no 
Dog te there- be Toine 
aye © ſeek meg let theſe 
Thrftychere be 
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I :20."an& tine things that inay | 


[chings-chax afe to be /parted- 
of Chriſt; 'are of two rene 
are abojutely neceflay- to by 
"_ any more ado ; and ther are 
geceflary to be 
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| 270 To my.Chriſtian Friends 


| > "not ſay, when thou recciveft Chrift, thou ſhalt-ne-Yyor 


provide for Sin -no more, indulge Sin by. the con- 


_ Jeſus. 


_ onfneſs mult: be univeraally , and heartily renoun- 


ſee the abſolute neceſfity of giving Sin a diſcharg' 
fromall further-Obedience, or elle we cannot 
the Servants of the Lord Jeſus. Chriſtian, 1 do 


ver commit a Sig/more ; no, no, but that whichFeve: 
I mean is this, - That thou muſt from henceforth 


ſent of the Will ap more; you muſt got continue 
the —_ of it deliberately; you muſt hate 
every alle. way, and the conſent of yaur - Will 
muſt be to Chriſt ;, that's the firſt thing: to be Ie 
g0, or you cannot. have an intereſt. in the - LondiSiyo1 


(2.) The ſecond thing that is abſolately neceſſa- 
ry to be renounced and parted with, in order to an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, is all our own Self-righteouſnels z 
you muſt let that go too, elſe Chriſt and you wi 
never agree : Thar Idol muſt down, Selt-right: 


ced and -abhorred... *Tis plain from Phil. 2. $; 9. 


Tea doubtleſs,” «nd 'F count all things but loſs. for Pſi 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt my [Lord :} 11 
for whom 1 have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and doÞ Be 
court them but. dung, that, 1 may win Chriſt, and bel ful 

id in bim, not. baving my own righteauſneſs.* Yoouſ pa 
ke Self-righteouſneſs muſt go .to the Dunghil, all ch 
our:own- Duties muſt be renounced, all naturally W 
and acquired gifts muſt be renounced, never tof tu 
look at Self in whole or in part, in point of juſii-ÞÞ wi 


fication; if you do, you can have nothing to dof th 
with the Righteouſneſs of Chrift;, Rom. 10. 3- thelſ 
Fews being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, went 
about ro eftabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, Here go 
you ſee a perfett oppolition between a —_ L Z Ca 
iſhing 
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A bliſbing his own. Righteouſneſs, and getting aninte- 
reft in-Chrift, Friends, you-; - not, think of 
tofltwo Righteouſneſſes, -one in Qhrift, and another in 
e-lyour ſelves : 7 will make mention of thy righteeuſneſs, 
even of thine only. Down with all Self-righteouſnels, 
(Yor you can have nothing to do with Chrift. 


(3-) The third thing that is to be let go for the 
ord Jeſus Chriſt, are 'all Companions in Sin : 
zL How much Delight ſoever. you have formerly.had 
tin them, you-muft henceforth make them. no more 
iFyour delightful choſen Aﬀociates. Here's the par- 
ing: Point between wicked Men and the Saints of 
Jeſus Chriſt, I don'tſpeak of Civil Commerce, as 
Men in the World, there we muſt haye_ to do 
with wicked Men, but'T ſpeak of choſen delightful 
$ 2K Companions in Sin,” when/'tis an AQ of the. Will; 
ul Per. 4..3,.4. Wherein they wonder that ye run  ngt 
vith them tothe ſame exceſs of riot, ſpeaking evil. of + _ 
yok, ..\'Ay, here's the breach made, whenwe come « © * 7 
to Chrift, between - us/+and the. wicked World; 7 
Pſul. 15. 4. and ſo you ſhall find in ?ſg. 
4: 119. 63. 1 am 4 companion of all them thas fear thee. 
$ Beloved, Chrift requires you to caſt off the delight- 
ful company of wicked ones; Chriftians are a com- 
$ panyf;themſelyes, and none bur ſach ſhould be 
aly choſen; Al my delight is in the Saints, faith David. 
Whatever. Tyes there be, urll&s it be thoſe of na- 
tural and civil Relations, they muft.not tye us to 
wicked men,' but we niuft de the Companions of 
the Servants of Chrift, if we will have Chrift. . 


Secondly, There are ſome things that may be let 

cl £9, or may not; that is according as God calls,.or 
calls not for them ;. If the Glory of God ſhall re-' 
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_. Qire it, then we are to-part with them; wks E 
"re all Earthly Comforts, if 10 be they com ke 
with. the Truths .or G | 
yer than Nay Kev" Wrote of | 
Chrllrequi bo par pl 0 i 
Kore Fo CEETIED the Lord ro ” 
thetn, 4 | Hebrews we a th 
Such are wur "Liberty, Eonerges we- cannot keep 
 vithout theecliphng the Honour of the Lord Je of 
fus3- Yea, ſuch-i our natural Life; if that þ 
Jaid in ballarice with the Truths of * 4 
would not. have his: People reckotr” fheif' Live 
_ Year-njon- kis-account z"either I 'muſt deny thy} ;., 


Do "ag oy Go, Ys Life, or Eftfite muf r 
wont theſe come: itt cortipetiri 'Þ 


bebe ge rd poor Soul caacome i 1p ll 
I EE <clirylh 

fra, «Wha 
1h EIS 4 Nin Gf Fes oulſf © 
« in thy Strength-x re'ts- follow thor in & *: 
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My Friends, the Lord -Jefus hath ſet down” 
I erms, and he will not come lower, and.if you: 
at come up to his Terms, Chrift and "you 


part, he will” not come down. for the fake of "4 
man 3 therefore conſider of thoſe things. ,, Now, - * 
chat” is contented to part with. al,” rather..tl b 
Tart with Chrif, that Soul is for Chriſt; and 
Þ> for that Soul; © Bat there is <&/14ﬀ7 thi 40 
at is; theembracing of all thoſE things Thar 
help you to. enjoy Criſt : Theſe are "dei 
of _ the”. Heart, arid © therefore - it - concern 
to make dzep: fearches-here. Well: then, £ 
2 four thirigs thixt 80"-further 2 min's/ 
the way to Chriſt, an&'are you congted; and th 


detiberarely, C CA.” £0 embrace them all 
$you to Chriſt? 
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My Friends, -the Lord -Jefus hath ſet 
p | ES he Iewer an if Ou | 
Mot come up to his Terms, Chrift and | 
part, he will” not come down.for the fake of | 
"nan therefore confider of thoſe things. q Os - | 
—Þc char is'Contefted to part with. a[,” rather..nar 
Tpart with Cit, that Soul is for Chriſt; 5d; Chrif 
Þ for tbat- Soul” Bat there is o<F 117 > INE,Gn@ -- * 
nat SEEM oe el 188 thx - = 
help you to: C91 are” lee 
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FF. -274 To myChriſftian Friends 
"oh you will be for Chriſt, you'muſt ſubmit to Chriſt 
F - Method : It is in vain to ſay, 'If I cn travel to 
_ Heaven without meeting a Storm in the way, I am 
willing to go; thou muft be contented with 
Affiitions, to enter into the Kingdom of Heaver 
Paul could ſay, in 2 Cor. 12. 10, Therefore 1-tah 
pleaſure in infirmiries, in perſecutions, for Chriſt's ſabe 
for when 1 am weak, then am 1 ſtrong. Ay, that was 
@ high frame; I will not ftrain up your Experiens 
c2s to PauPs ;, But, can you conſent to endurt 
| them ? Can you bear a Rod from God when it" is 
1 to purge your Corruptions ? Can you bear a Peri 
| fecution froin God, - without ftarting from you 
Duty ? ; ” 


*" 2+ Thirdly, 1 you will be ChriſPs, you muſt ſult 
mit to all thoſe means Chriſt hath appointed, for 
-qhe wortification of your Corraptions, b2 they neve! 
hard, Rebukes from G OD, Rebukes fi IT 
by AfﬀMictions, and by the Word, for. the 
mortification of Sin ? Can you ſay, Chriſtians,that 
you are willing to haye your Miiakes detetted 
G OD. or. Mer your Corry ious gyicovered, an 
hig rs that he f pu if Up tþ Loot pf C 
*. ruprion 2:8 vfely chus it muſt bg, jfqou, will--be. fot 
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- Fourtbly, an1l #.. If yon will be for Chrift 
an{be his, you muſt embrace all pains, watchings 

and labourings a'ter Holineſs, to the-end of yaur 

- days:; Holineſs will coſt a Chriſtizz abundance wf 
| Labour, . but this you muſt do, or you cannot be 
2 Chriſtians. 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having theſe promiſes, let 


- cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of fl:ſb and. }rit 
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p:rfeting bolinefs in the fear of God. Here's the 
Work ot a Chriſtian, cleanſing Work and perfeting 
Work in the fear of God, to the end of our Lives. 
You muſt take the pains that other Chriſtians do if 
© you will have Chriſt for your Portion, Now mark 
whatI ſay ; He that is willing to part With all that 
hinders the enjoyment of Chriſt, as finful Self and 
I righteous Self; and -he. that reſolves to embrace 
Yall things that may help him forward to the enjoy- 
ment of Chriſt, as all the Ordinances of God, all Fa- 
therly correttion from th&hand of God, all means 
ff mortification from G 0 D or Men, and all pains 
"Wor Holincls ; he that iscontented with theſe terms, 
Ys as ſurely ChriſPs as ever was any Soul. I have 


-þ.$29t made the terms in one point higher than 
for briſt hath made them. ; 

. And thus I have ſhewetl you Chriſtians what the 
MT erms are, in which you are allowed to enroll your 
had$clves in the Catalogue of Chriſtians, And, oh that 
*F#he Lord would ſet home this one tryal to the fa- - . 
" = WisfaQtion of our Souls, then we may (ay, The Lord 
+ 1 God, and My beloved i mine, and ] am bis. © 
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